
Friday 10 March, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
I have been pleased to hear very positive feedback on the flexible 
teaching space of the STLC. It appears that students and staff are 
growing in their ability to access this flexibility and therefore enhance 
the learning opportunities. I am sure this will continue over time. 
 
We have also had approval to fit out the upstairs classrooms.  These 
will be configured in the same way as downstairs and offer extra 
learning spaces of this fabulous flexible nature. The work has com-
menced and will be finished for the commencement of Term 3. 
 
It is a joy to interact with students from The Yellow Cottage through 
to Year 12 as I move around school each and every day. To witness 
the learning and hear the conversations that indicate the engagement 
in the Grammar Minds learning dispositions is very encouraging. We 

have fantastic young people in our school and it is a pleasure and a privilege to be a part of their 
learning journey. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 

 



Primary News from Mr Saunders 
 
Seeing the parent assistance in the library this week labelling and covering books as part of our wonderful 
3-6 Accelerated Reader program has really emphasized the role a parent plays with the reading 
development of their children. 
 
Why is reading important?  
A child's reading skills are important to their success in school and work. In addition, reading can be a fun 
and imaginative activity for children, which opens doors to all kinds of new worlds for them. Reading and 
writing are important ways we use language to communicate.  
 
How do reading and language skills develop?  
Research has identified five early reading skills that are all essential. They are: 
Phonemic awareness—being able to hear, identify, and play with individual sounds (phonemes) in spoken 
words. 
Phonics—Being able to connect the letters of written language with the sounds of spoken language. 
Vocabulary—The words kids need to know to communicate effectively. 
Reading comprehension—Being able to understand and get meaning from what has been read. 
Fluency (oral reading)—Being able to read text accurately and quickly. 
 
How can we make reading part of our family’s lifestyle?  
Parents play a critical role in helping their children develop not only the ability to read, but also an 
enjoyment of reading. 
Turn off the telly!  Start by limiting your family’s television viewing time.  
Teach by example.  If you have books, newspapers and magazines around your house, and your 
child sees you reading, then your child will learn that you value reading.  You can’t over-estimate the 
value of modelling.  
Read together.  Reading with your child is a great activity.  It not only teaches your child that reading is 
important to you, but it also offers a chance to talk about the book, and often other issues will come 
up.  Books can really open the lines of communication between parent and child.  
Hit the library.  Try finding library books about current issues or interests in your family’s or child’s life, 
and then reading them together.  For example, read a book about going to the dentist prior to your 
child’s next dental exam, or get some books about seashore life after a trip to the coast.  If your child is 
obsessed with dragons, ask your librarian to recommend a good dragon novel for your child. 
There are many ways to include reading in your child's life, starting in babyhood, and continuing through 
the teen years.  Focus on literacy activities that your child enjoys, so that reading is a treat, not a chore.  
 
 

   Grandparents Day     Friday, 10 March 9:00am 
   Life Education van visit 16-23 March 
 
 
 
 
Good Humour for the Week (Again, a big thank you to Charlie Holden for the material!!)   
Q: What button can you not undo? A: Your belly button!! 
Q: Why don’t Teddy Bears eat any food? A: Because they’re already stuffed!! 
 
 
Congratulations to Shereen Jawaad (Year 1 Gold), Michael Downie (Year 5 Blue), Dolores Higgins (Year 2 
Blue), Scarlett Frampton (Year 5 Blue), Frank Messara (Kindergarten Gold), Joshua Crowther (Year 6 
Gold), Zara Gill (Year 2 Blue) and Nicholas Froml (Kindergarten Gold), who are all celebrating birthdays 
this week.  We do wish these students all the best as they enjoy this special milestone and share the time 
with family and friends. 

http://www.med.umich.edu/yourchild/topics/managetv.htm


From the Dean of Students P—12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How are you progressing with your 2017 goals? At this midpoint of the term, I have been thinking about 
student achievement and the roles that various people play in their development. The foundations of 
having a growth mindset and the principles of positive education suggest that when teachers and parents 
hold high aspirations for students, they progress on the flourishing spectrum at school. Aspirations are 
hopes, dreams, aims or ambitions. When we believe in their potential and tell them that we know they 
can succeed, it can help our young people build confidence and set higher expectations for themselves.  
As parents we can let our young people know that we think it’s important that they capitalise on their 
signature strengths to thrive in and out of the classroom. We can talk to our young people often about 
the dreams and plans they have for their future. We desire to partner with you in assuring them we know 
that we believe in their potential and abilities. When we hold high aspirations for students, they do better 
at school! You can read more about this topic at: www.education.gov.au/parent-information   
 
What are God’s goals for us? 
God has hopes and dreams for us! He has a perfect plan for each of us. I like the Bible verse from 
Jeremiah 29:11 that says ‘For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and 
not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.’ In the very next verse, we learn more of what God’s hopes, 
dreams and ambitions are for us. It says ‘Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will 
hear you.’ God hopes that we will call on Him, pray to Him, seek Him and search for Him with all our 
hearts. It is in responding to Jesus that we can realise these hopes and dreams that God has for us.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Jeremiah 29:11  
Give thanks for: The gifts, such as our mind, that God has given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, 
the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and 
supporters who truly care for us;  
Pray for:  The school building project; families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment:  
your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate Atkinson 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  

https://www.education.gov.au/parent-information
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A11+&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
It has been another busy week in Secondary. Years 7-10 have attended study skills sessions with the 
team from Elevate Education. They have learned to build a study timetable, plan and research 
assessments tasks and take effective notes. These are all valuable skills for the rest of their school life 
and I encourage families to talk to them about what they have learned. I would hope that all students will 
have a regular study timetable now, set up and ready to be put into action. One of the other valuable 
lessons during these sessions was about planning for assessment tasks and what to do with the two 
weeks’ notice given for tasks. 
 
This week has also seen the first SRC meetings for the year. Students have decided to do some 
fundraising for the victims of the recent bushfires. As well as funds, they are gathering plants to send out 
to replace a few of those destroyed. Mr Nick Price and I are also taking a group of students, including 
Year 9 Agriculture, out to Cassilis Park on the last two days of term to help them build some fences. What 
has made me so proud is the number of students who have offered help, asked what they can do and are 
really keen to assist others who have experienced the natural disaster. 
 
I understand that most families are keen to get on to the Parent Lounge part of our school database, 
however, we still have some technical issues we are working through. Please ask your students to show 
you the Student Café to see the calendar and the assessment schedule. You will all receive an email 
shortly with login details for the Parent Lounge. 
 
In the week that has International Women's Day, the Maths faculty took 70 students from Years 10-12 to 
the movies on Tuesday afternoon to see Hidden Figures. The messages in this movie are loud and strong, 
women can be anything they want. The movie based on actual events certainly gave our students a lot to 
think about and an interesting history lesson too. This is a film I recommend for everyone. Once again 
our students were a pleasure to take out and several of the public who shared the cinema with us took 
time to let us know how delightful they were. One of the cinema workers said she had never had so 
many people say please and thank you in one afternoon. 
 
The quotes of the week come from the movie: 
 
Mary Jackson: ‘I plan on being an engineer at NASA, but I can't do that without taking them classes at 
that all-white high school, and I can't change the color of my skin. So I have no choice, but to be the 
first, which I can't do without you, sir. Your honor, out of all the cases you gon hear today, which one is 
gon matter hundred years from now? Which one is gon make you the first? ‘ 
 
Katherine Johnson: ‘I will have you know, I was the first negro female student at West Virginia 
university graduate school. On any given day, I analyze the binomial levels air displacement, friction and 
velocity. And compute over ten thousand calculations by cosine, square root and lately analytic geometry. 
By hand. There are twenty, bright, highly capable negro women in the west computing group, and we're 
proud to be doing our part for the country. So yes, they let women do some things at NASA, Mr. Johnson. 
And it's not because we wear skirts. It's because we wear glasses. Have a good day.’ 
 
Be the first at something! 
 
Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu. 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1847117/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0378245/?ref_=tt_trv_qu


Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Resilience at The Yellow Cottage 
 
This term we are going to share with you how Positive Education and Building Resilience 
looks in practice at The Yellow Cottage. 
 
Another important aspect of building a resilient child is helping children understand their 
different emotions and then learn to regulate these emotions. Learning Outcome 3 in the 
EYLF is all about children having a strong sense of wellbeing, incorporating physical health, resilience, 
satisfaction and successful social functioning.  
 
We all have emotions and we all need to learn to manage them. Emotional skills are about learning to 
manage and express feelings appropriately. Children at The Yellow Cottage are supported in 
expressing their emotions, both positive and negative, by our educators engaging actively alongside 
them as they play and participating in routines. We use our group times to participate in group games 
and songs that intentionally foster conversations about and recognition of children’s feelings also 
develops their emotional skills and understandings.  
 
By strengthening and increasing social- emotional educational opportunities, the children at The 
Yellow Cottage learn and experience personal satisfaction and achievement is increased. At The 
Yellow Cottage we have introduced the “Kimochis” Program as a useful resource, with great ideas 
about how educators can support children’s ongoing social and emotional learning.  
 
The early childhood period is a crucial time for developing young children’s social and emotional skills 
and capacities. Teaching social and emotional learning has both short-and long-term advantages for 
young children in relation to wellbeing, participation and success in life.  

 
 
 
 
 



Curriculum Corner 
 
This week I have decided to highlight what has been going on in some of our 
Secondary classes in Music. There is some fantastic music making happening 
in our junior Secondary classes. 
 
This semester, Year 8 are studying Music in TV, Film & Multimedia. They have 

been learning to play movie themes including The Man From Snowy River, Mission Impossible, James Bond 
and The Pink Panther. Each student has firstly been working on learning their individual parts and later on 
this term will put together an ensemble performance. Year 8 have also been learning about the many roles 
Music plays in TV, this week focusing on advertising jingles. Students will be creating their own jingle for a 
chosen product using an existing song but rewriting the lyrics, similar to the very successful Good Guys 
ads. 
 
Year 7 this term are learning to play and develop basic skills on guitar and keyboard. In 
theory classes they have been studying World Music looking at instruments found in many different 
cultures around the world. This past week the focus has been on Australian Aboriginal music and the 
important role it plays within the culture. As part of this topic Year 7 have started composing short 
compositions using a Pentatonic scale, a five note scale used in Folk music in many cultures around the 
world. 
 
On Friday this week we have Grandparents Day, which will feature a concert starting at 
10:40am. Many primary classes have been preparing some wonderful items for this event. 
Our Secondary Orchestra will have their very first public performance, playing Haydn’s Hornpipe from the 
Water Music Suite and Grieg’s Morning from Peer Gynt.  
 
NEWS FLASH! 
 
Congratulations to Year 8 student, Holly McDonald, who earlier this year 
came second in 98.1 Power FM Muswellbrook’s Got Idol Talent contest. To 
qualify for the final, Holly won her heat in January performing “Hero” and 
“Beautiful”. In the final on 4 February she again performed “Hero” and the 
classic Whitney Houston song “I Will Always Love You”, with the judges 
awarding her second place. However, Holly must have captured the 
audience’s hearts because she won the People’s Choice Award, taking 
home a cash prize and some CDs. 
 
Jason Buckley 
Head of Music Faculty 
jbuckley@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
“Music is the movement of sound to reach the soul for the 
education of its virtue” - Plato. 
 



Equestrian News 
 
Students intending to compete at the Coonabarabran Horse Expo should email adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
before Monday 13 March so that stabling for the horses can be organised; we intend to use the Goat 
Yards at the show ground. Entries for this event must be handed to the school office before Thursday 23 
March. 
 
Entry forms for the Aberdeen Horse Sports Day was sent out on the app earlier this week. Entries for 
Aberdeen must be handed in to the school office by Friday 10 March. Please note it is the age they are 
on the day of competition. 
 
Parents, please do not send the Horse Health Declaration with the entry forms. This form is to be 
completed during the 3 days leading to competition and handed to the organisers on the day. 

 

Blandford Horse Sports 

On Friday 3 March Primary and Secondary students from Scone Grammar School attended the Blandford 
Horse Sports day held in Murrurundi. The sun was shining and this symbolised a wonderful day had by 
many students throughout the day.  Some highlights included Olivia MacCallum and Georgia Thrift 
starting the day by winning their first three individual events-hack, rider and pleasure hack classes. A 
magnificent effort! Eloise Blaydon rode the largest horse present on the day and she and her beautiful 
ex-racehorse had a successful day with their most memorable moment coming in a stunning workout in 
the Hack class to finish a close second. After an afternoon of fast sporting action, came the 
presentations where a number of students won acclaim.  
 

 Champion Boy 10 Years - Harrison Baxter 

 Reserve Champion Girl 8 Years- Mikayla O'Halloran  

 Reserve Champion Girl 10 Years - Olivia MacCallum  

 Reserve Champion Girl 13 Years - Georgia Thrift 
 

 Encouragement Awards for great sportsmanship went to Cooper Day & Tommi Studdy  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

mailto:adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Message from Dakota Farrell’s Family 

Dakota's Dream Has Come True 

 
Muswellbrook teenager and SGS student Dakota Farrell who is 12 years old, has returned from Hawaii 
with a win. Dakota is part of EOD Allstars in Maitland. Dakota's Team Lady Lynx won Grand 
Champions at the recent Hawaii Championships earning them a spot later this year in the US finals. 
Lady Lynx  are a level one team who qualified for the championships in July 2016 before embarking 
on a unbeaten run of competitions across Australia claiming the Grand champions title at several 
events. Their successful run included being recently crowned the Australian National Champion. 
 
Dakota had a great time in Hawaii even though there was not a lot of free time to enjoy the sites with 
training and competition it has been a great experience and opportunity she will always remember. 
Dakota & I would like to thank the School for their support as well. 

Tanya Farrell  

 

 

 



From the 2017 Fete Committee 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents & Friends, 
 
Our School Fete and Markets are a couple of months away, Saturday 6th May, and we are trying to 
finalise Sponsorship and Raffle prizes for this fantastic event, which is our one major fund raising event 
for the year. Last year we made a significant amount of money which is being used to majorly improve 
the primary playground area - a note regarding this will be sent out shortly. 
 
If any families and/or businesses would like to provide Sponsorship or a Raffle Prize, we would love to 
hear from you. We are asking for any sponsorship amount, which will be used towards the setting up 
of stalls, stall signage and prizes. The Raffle prize could be anything, a voucher, an experience, or a 
box of chocolates! We will provide a tax invoice for your donation. 
 
In return for the Sponsorship/Raffle Prize, we will display your banner/sign with your name/ logo on it, 
your name or business will be noted in the Fete and Markets brochure and promoted through our SGS 
Facebook page. 
 
If you would like to contribute towards the SGS Fete and Markets, or discuss any details further, please 
do not hesitate to contact either of us on: 

Mobile Yvonne: 0419 449 976   Katie 0429 982 265 
Email: yvonne@glastonburyfarm.com.au  katiemccann@y7mail.com 
 
Every little bit will go a long way! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Yvonne Clerke & Katie McCann  
2017 Fete Co-ordinator’s 
 
 

Next Parent Library Working Bee 
 
Thank you to all the mums that spent the morning in the library 
this week helping cover, stamp & catalogue books. 
 
There will be another session next Wednesday morning - 15 
March. Open to everyone. Would love to welcome as many people 
as possible. Coffee, tea and some homemade yummies will be on 
offer. 
  

 

mailto:yvonne@glastonburyfarm.com.au
mailto:katiemccann@y7mail.com


SGS Bushfire Appeal 
 

 

-Bring in plants to help support the sgs bushfire appeal 

 

-Plants will be given to families who have lost their garden in the fires  

 

-If you can’t donate a plant, gIve a cash donatIon to help us buy plants  

 

-donations and plants can be brought to homeroom 
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The Australian Red Cross Mobile Blood Service is visiting Scone, 
 
Wednesday 22 March, 1.00pm – 6.30pm  
Thursday 23 March, 10.00am – 6.30pm (14 more donors needed) 
 Friday 24 March, 9.00am – 3.00pm (14 more donors needed) 
 
If you haven't already made an appointment to give blood, you can make an appointment online or call 
us on 13 14 95.  
 
1 in 3 Australians will need blood, but only 1 in 30 donates. Donated blood helps cancer patients, peo-
ple with blood disorders, mothers-to-be and newborn babies, as well as trauma and surgical patients.  
 
 
 
 

 

http://donors-newsouthwales.cmail1.com/t/r-i-kkuhnt-yudkoiuik-u/


Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

Week 6 (B) 
Thursday 9 March 
Stage 6 Studies of Religion visit to Auburn Mosque 
Friday 10 March 
Grandparents’ Day 
 
Week 7 (A) 
Monday 13 March 
HRIS Open Boys’ Soccer Trials 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze to 14 March 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver to 15 March 
Tuesday 14 March 
HRIS 15s Netball Trials 
Year 11 Study Skills ‘Elevate’ 
HRIS Primary Football Trials 
P & F Meeting 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze return 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver to 15 March 
Wednesday 15 March 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver return 
HRIS Secondary Swimming - Division 2 
Thursday 16 March 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver returns 
Year 9 Ag Dubbo Dorper Show to 17 March 
Police Liaison Visit/Presentation – Years 11 & 12 
Years 9, 10, 11 & 12 Visual Arts Excursion to Syd-
ney 
Friday 17 March 
Year 9 Ag Dubbo Dorper Show return 
Willow Tree Horse Sports 
Year 12 Drama to Newcastle 
Pink Shirt Day 
Mock Trials Year 11 Bus Studies; Year 10 Com-
merce 
 
WEEK 8 (B) 
Monday 20 March 
Elective Music Students – Encore Matinee 
Tuesday 21 March 
HICES Debating 
N'West  Primary 7s Rugby Qualifying Gala 1 
HRIS Touch Trials 
Harmony Day 
Wednesday 22 March 
Kia-Ora Music Camp to Friday, 24 March 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 23 March 
CIS Primary Swimming Carnival 
Meet the Music – Elective Music students 
Kia-Ora Music Camp to Friday, 24 March 
Friday 24 March 
Kia-Ora Music Camp & Concert 
Aberdeen Horse Sports 

Canteen Roster   

 
Term 1 – Monday, 6 February to Friday, 7 
April 
 
 
Week 6 (B) 
Thursday 9 March 
Fiona Bailey, Tania Dart 
Friday 10 March 
Fiona Bailey, Amanda Dowell, Georgie Ryan 
 
Week 7 (A) 
Monday 13 March 
Jenny Crackett, Amanda Paradice 
Tuesday 14 March 
Fiona Bailey, Helen Smith 
Wednesday 15 March 
Fiona Bailey, Lorraine Bull 
Thursday 16 March 
Jenny Crackett   XXXXX 
Friday 17 March 
Jenny Crackett, Dianna Gillett, Rachel Northam 
 
Week 8 (B) 
Monday 20 March 
Jenny Crackett, Catherine Russell 
Tuesday 21 March 
Jenny Crackett, Linda MacCallum 
Wednesday 22 March 
Jenny Crackett, Amelia Wilkinson 
Thursday 23 March 
Fiona Bailey, Katie King 
Friday 24 March 
Fiona Bailey, Julianne Christopher, Emma Sharpe 
 

XXXXX – Help Wanted Please 
  


