
Thursday 23 March, 2017 

 
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
It is such a joy to be involved with the delightful young people of 
Scone Grammar School, from the very youngest at The Yellow 
Cottage through to our Year 12s and everyone in between. I have 
greatly valued the opportunities I have had to engage with so many 
students so far this term. Many of you have seen me in my sports 
clothes due to the fact that I am timetabled on to Secondary Sport 
each week. I have also asked to be given more extra lessons which 
helps me get away from my desk and interacting with the students.  
At other times I have tried hard to visit classrooms and witness the 
learning. I cannot do enough of these activities but each and every 
time I value the time spent. 
 

Neighbours’ Driveways 
 
Please be very aware of where you park your car and be considerate of our neighbours’ access. 
We have had a number of issues where vehicles are parked in driveways blocking people’s access. 
 
HICES Debating  
 
It is wonderful to have a number of Primary and Secondary Teams competing for the first time in 
the HICES Debating Competition. These teams are achieving great success and growing in their 
debating skills and confidence through this regular opportunity to test their debating skills against 
strong competition.  
 
We are rapidly coming to the end of the term and the opportunity for Parent Teacher interviews 
will be available on Monday 3 April and Wednesday 5 April. Please take up this time to join in the 
learning journey conversations with your child’s teachers.  
 
We have had the blessing of rain across much of our region over the last week, for which we are 
most thankful. 
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 
 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
In preparation for Term 1 Parent/Teacher Interviews, we will be holding our Term 1 
Open Classroom Afternoon, for all K-6 classes next week, on Thursday, 30 
March, between 3:30pm and 6:00pm, in the respective K-6 classrooms.   
 
Parents are invited to drop in with your child at any time during the afternoon 
session, for a short visit (10-15 minutes), to look at all the work the students have 

completed this term.  Each student’s books and classroom work will be available on their desk and other 
class work will be on display around the room.  The main purpose is providing an opportunity for parents, 
together with their children, to look at and talk together about the student’s work.  Questions or follow-up 
areas from the Open Classroom Afternoon will then be able to be discussed with the teacher at the P/T 
Interviews in Week 10 (Monday, 3 April and Wednesday, 5 April).   
 
Last Sunday, we had three Primary teams (U9’s, U10’s and Opens) involved in the Group 21 Schools 
Rugby League Carnival, which was held in Scone.  A very big thank you to Mrs Patterson for 
her assistance and especially to those fathers, (Mr Hails, Mr Crowther and Mr Edwards) who took on 
coaching roles before the Carnival and on the day.  The Under 9’s played well; the Under 10’s were 
beaten in their Semi-Final; and the Opens reached the Grand Final, where they were beaten by a strong 
team from SPS.  Well done boys!   
 
Congratulations to our Primary Debaters, Sofia Edlington, Alexis Walsh, Harry Goodhew and Destiny 
Wilton on their success this week in Round 2 of the HICES Debating Competition.  Mrs Betts and Mrs 
Hunt travelled with the students to HVGS, where they debated HVGS on the topic, “Every Australian 
Household Should Compost”.  We were the Negative Team for this debate.  We wish the team well as 
they continue their participation in this valuable competition. 
 
Congratulations also to Ryan Dowell (Year 5 Blue) on his recent success in earning 
his Junior Black Belt in Tae Kwon Do last Sunday.  Ryan has been rewarded for his 
ongoing commitment and passion over the last few years, and although he was 
absolutely exhausted at the end, both physically and mentally, his strength and 
determination never faltered.  This is a wonderful practical example of resilience in 
action! 
 
Ryan went through a very gruelling process to earn this award, which included him 
having to break a board with his hand in a hand strike, break a board with his foot 
in a standing side kick, break a board with his foot with a flying side kick, break 
another board with his foot with a turning side kick, using self-defence strategies 
the fend off multiple attacks and then sparring for a consistent length of time with 
up to two people at once, some of whom were adults.  Congratulations Ryan! 
 
The UHSC & Kia-ora Youth Music Camp is being held this week, from Wednesday to Friday, with over 
60 Primary students from SGS involved.  This will be an enriching musical experience and a wonderful 
local inter-school opportunity.  I hope many of our school community will be able to attend the Concert 
on Friday, 24 March at the Scone HS, commencing at 6:00pm. 

 
UHSC/Kia-Ora Music Camp Wednesday, 22 - Friday, 24 March 
Aberdeen Horse Sports  Friday, 24 March 
Open Classroom Afternoon  Thursday, 30 March   

       Parent/Teacher Interviews Monday, 3 April / Wednesday, 5 April 
   

Good Humour for the Week   
Why did all the king’s horses and all the king’s men have so much trouble putting Humpty Dumpty back 
together again?  Because he wasn’t everything he was cracked up to be! 
 
Congratulations to James Haydon Wicks (Year 6 Gold), Sofia Edlington (Year 5 Blue), Clayton Porter (Year 
5 Blue), Joshua Chopin (Year 4 Blue), Giles Murehwa (Year 1 Blue), Bill Giblin (Kindergarten Blue), Rory 
Moore (Year 2 Gold), Lincoln Hodges (Kindergarten Gold) and Jack Kelaher (Kindergarten Blue)  who are 
all celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these students all the best as they enjoy this happy 
occasion and share this special time with their family and friends. 



From Dean of Students P to 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a school committed to the building up of wellbeing, and thus strengthening of the learning potential of 
our students, Scone Grammar School, on Friday and Saturday last week, sent a team of P-12 teachers to 
attend the PESA (Positive Education Schools Association) National Conference. In 2017 we are excited to 
work with PESA as a 2017 member school.  
 
We engaged in workshops and listened to world-leading Educational Psychologists about strategies to 
develop and strengthen our students using a strengths-based, Positive Education approach. Positive 
Education focuses on specific skills that assist students to strengthen their relationships, build positive 
emotions, enhance personal resilience, promote mindfulness and encourage a healthy lifestyle. Positive 
Education starts with having a growth mindset. We are aiming to develop a sense of wellbeing for 
students (staff and families) thus allowing us to find meaning in everything we do, build positive 
emotions, teach life skills and character strengths to boost achievement at school and in life beyond our 
3:10pm bell! 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Romans 12:2 
Give thanks for: The gifts, such as our mind, that God has given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, 
the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and 
supporters who truly care for us;  
Pray for:  The school building project; families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment:  
your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate Atkinson 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%253A2&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
This term has been an exciting one and our students have been involved in many activities outside our 
normal academic programme and I would like to share some of these this week. 
 
Elizabeth Croaker in Year 12 spent a week of the Christmas holidays participating in the Women in 
Engineering Camp at the University of New South Wales. She said she had a great week and was 
interested to learn the scope of what can be classed as engineering. As part of this group, she heard from 
and spent time with leading female engineers and to meet others her own age with similar ambitions. 
Elizabeth is happy to speak with any other students who may be interested in applying for this camp in 
the future. 
 
Two of our Year 10 students, William Peasley and Gemma O’Leary, spent most of the holidays working 
with a team of 5 others from Muswellbrook High School to build a robot for the FIRST Robotics 
competition – Southern Cross region. The team called “Carbon Crusaders” competed against 30 teams 
from Australia, Taiwan and Brazil last week and they placed third. This has earned them a wild card entry 
to the finals in Houston, Texas. They are looking at some fundraising options for this and we will look for 
ways we can help them. 
 
Most of you would have tried a coffee or some other delight from Grammar Grind and I am sure enjoyed 
it. Last Thursday, the senior team from the Café presented the Mathematics Faculty with a cheque for 
$2000 so that some new resources can be purchased. The resources are currently being sought and, 
together with the new Maths300 programme, they will form the basis for a more hands-on approach to 
teaching mathematical concepts. The resources can be used from K-12, however, the Mathematics 
Faculty is looking at trialling them in the coming terms for years 7-10. Thank you for your ongoing 
support of Grammar Grind. The Mathematics Faculty would especially like to thank Mrs Tania Lambley, 
Maddison Cook, Millie Ross, Abby McDonald and Luella Wilks for all of their work that made this donation 
possible. 
 
Quote of the week : “Strive to be called crazy for dreaming too big.” G.L Goodwin 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 

dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 
 

L-R: Abby McDonald, Mrs Hollis, Luella Wilks, Maddison Cook, Mrs Lambley 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Positive Education at The Yellow Cottage: 
 
This term we are going to share with you how Positive Education and Building Resilience 
looks in practice at The Yellow Cottage. 
 
Positive Education is alive and well at The Yellow Cottage. You only have to look at the smiles on the 
faces of our gorgeous children while they play and learn at The Yellow Cottage.  
 
I was lucky enough to attend The PESA Conference on Building Positive Communities at Ravenswood 
on Friday and Saturday. I came away energised and inspired about being part of a community with a 
common positive education goal. I also gained an insight into how Early Childhood is leading the way 
in many areas of positive education. As a sector, our National Quality Standards and Early Years 
Learning Framework place a strong emphasis on wellbeing both mental and physical. The Australian 
Government, State and Territory governments recognise the importance of increasing their focus on 
the early years to ensure the wellbeing of children throughout their lives and to lift the productivity of 
our nation as a whole. The drive for change is based on clear evidence that the early years of 
children’s lives are very important for their present and future health, development and wellbeing. 
(National Quality Standards).  
 
The importance of supporting children’s wellbeing is also recognised in the National Quality Standard, 
Quality Area 2: Children’s Health and Safety. It is also outlined in Outcome 3 of the Early Years 
Learning Framework: Children have a strong sense of wellbeing. “Wellbeing includes good physical 
health, feelings of happiness, satisfaction and successful social functioning. It influences the way 
children interact in their environments. A strong sense of wellbeing provides children with confidence 
and optimism which maximise their learning potential.” (Department of Education, Employment and 
Workplace Relations [DEEWR]. (2009) ‘Belonging, Being and Becoming – The Early Years Learning 
Framework for Australia) 

 

 



Curriculum Corner 
 
All roads lead to the Opera House this week. On Monday, Elective Music stu-
dents travelled to Sydney to see Encore, a concert of a selected twenty exem-
plary performances and compositions from the 2016 HSC Music 1 & 2 courses. 
This year’s concert featured a variety of amazing performances representing a 
wide range of styles of music, but what struck us all was the quality of the com-

positions from last year’s cohort. To receive a nomination for Encore, students must not only achieve the 
top mark in their HSC examination, but impress the markers enough to earn a nomination. Last year one 
of our own students, Nicholas Mossman, received a nomination for Encore for his performances on guitar. 
Unfortunately, he did not make it into the final programme of 20. Nicholas is now studying music at AIM, 
the Australian Institute of Music in Sydney. 
 
On Thursday this week we are off to Sydney again for the first Meet the Music concert in the 2017 series. 
This first concert features renowned singer Kate Miller-Heidke performing her own compositions with the 
Sydney Symphony Orchestra. 
 
Kia Ora Music Camp is also on this week. We have 60 students attending from Primary and Secondary. 
Students will participate in music-making activities in Band, String Ensemble and Choir, as well as many 
fun electives such as Dance, Taiko Drumming and Marimba making and playing. The Kia Ora Camp culmi-
nates in a Gala concert with over 200 students from all the local schools on Friday night. 
 
In Primary Music, Mrs Saunders has been focusing on famous composers, a different one in each year. 
Year 6 have been learning about Ludwig Van Beethoven (1770 – 1827), the classical composer. Beethoven 
was a prolific composer writing for the Piano and many other solo instruments but, most importantly, he 
wrote many symphonies, perfecting the art of orchestration and influencing many composers after him, 
including the great film composer John Williams whose music we all find familiar. Year 6 have been learn-
ing to play excerpts of Beethoven’s pieces on the ukulele. I bet Beethoven would never have imagined 
that! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jason Buckley 
Head of Music Faculty 
jbuckley@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
“Music, at its essence, is what gives us memories. And the longer a song has existed in our 
lives, the more memories we have of it”. Stevie Wonder 



Curriculum Corner 
 
HICES Debating—Primary & Secondary—Round 2 
Another great day of debating this week was held at Hunter Valley Grammar School on Tuesday this week 
with SGS taking out two wins and two losses in Round 2 of the HICES Debating Competition. 
 
Our Junior team, consisting of Sofia Edlington, Lexi Walsh, Harry Goodhew and Destiny Wilton won their 
debate on the topic, 'Every Australian household should compost.' Hannah King and Hannah Glenn were 
very impressive in their roles as Chairperson and Timekeeper. 
 
The two Middle teams debated that 'Every student should be required to take a performing arts course'. 
They both had the negative argument and lost by a very small margin. Harriette Firth, Heidi Edlington, 
Hamish Guiana and Bridget Burnett were in one team and Charlotte Heaton, Max Seale, Prue Hayes and 
Pip Watson in the other. 
 
Our Senior team, Conor Edwards, Patricia Sheeran, Hayley Cook and Alby O'Regan won their impromptu 
debate taking the negative argument for the topic ' Schoolies should be banned.' This team were given the 
topic at 3:30 and had one hour to prepare. They won the debate against Hunter Valley Grammar School. 
 
We are incredibly proud of all the teams and grateful to Michelle Edwards for driving the bus and Mrs 
Wendy Hunt for helping with adjudication. 
 
Deb Moore and Trish Betts 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Thank you from Grammar Grind 
 
The Grammar Grind has had a fantastic start to 2017! We would like to thank all of the parents, staff and 
students who support the Grammar Grind and we look forward to seeing you every Monday morning. We 
would also like to welcome all of our new customers this year! 
 
We are proud to announce that we have recently presented $2000 to Mrs Hollis, representing the 
Mathematics Faculty, to purchase some hands-on Maths resources to support a new Maths programme 
that will be implemented within the School in the next 12 months. These resources will benefit all students 
from Kindergarten to Year 12.  
 
Thank you to our permanent cafe student workers, Millie Ross, Maddi Cook, Abby McDonald, Luella Wilks 
and all the other students who have contributed in some way by volunteering their time to serve or take 
orders at the Grammar Grind. Many thanks also to Mrs Payne, Mrs Forsythe, Mr Gallagher and Mr 
Tesoriero who assist in different areas of the café.  
 
Don’t forget to follow us on Instagram @grammar_grind 
 
Mrs Tania Lambley 
tlambley@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

Secondary Teams 

Primary Team 



Sport News 
 
Group 21 Rugby League Carnival Sunday 19th March 
It was a very hot and steamy day to be playing Rugby League but that didn’t deter our Scone Grammar boys.  The 

10’s began their warm up at 8am and took away their first win of the day against a much larger Muswellbrook 

team.  Unfortunately, they had a narrow loss in their second game, which meant they didn’t progress to the finals 

round.  The 10’s were very appreciative of George Patterson, Cooper Clarke, Andrew Crowther, Archie Adkins and 

Tommy Hill for stepping up from the 9’s to make up a great 10’s side.  The 9’s were unfortunately beaten by a 

very speedy St Mary’s team and didn’t make it to the second round.  All of the Under 9’s gave it a ‘red hot go’ and 

did themselves proud.  The Open Primary team, consisting of both Year 5 and Year 6, played exceptionally well to 

make it to the Grand Final.  Unfortunately, they went down to Scone Public in a very tough final.   Joshua 

Crowther was named ‘Best and Fairest’ for the runners up side.  Braedon Hails, who captained the Open Primary 

side, and Joshua Crowther delivered very good thank you speeches.  All boys represented the School very well 

and they would like to give their heartfelt thanks to the coaches Brett Hails and Darren Crowther.   It was a 

privilege to spend the day watching the boys play Rugby League.   

 

 

 
9’s 

George Patterson 
Cooper Clarke 
Andrew Crowther 
Archie Adkins 
Tommy Hill 
Henry Orton 
Sean Ryan 

 
10’s 
Lachlan Hails 
Charlie Mitchell 
Hugo Firth 
Charlton Hall 
Oliver Dart 
George Patterson 
Cooper Clarke 
Andrew Crowther 
Archie Adkins 
Tommy Hill 
  

 
Open Primary 
Jordan Mount 
Angus Stanford 
Hunter Ryan 
Corey Brown 
Bailey Park 
James Hayden Wicks 
Braedon Hails 
Joshua Crowther 
Matthew Edwards 
Elliot Bull 
  

  
Open Primary 
(cont’d) 
Max Patterson 
Harry Faulkner 
Nick Gallagher 
Daniel Crowther 
Archie Martin 
Christian Sowter 

Mrs Amy Patterson 



Sports News (Cont’d) 
 
HRIS Netball Trials 
 
On Tuesday 14 March, the Secondary HRIS Netball 
trials were held in Newcastle. These trials are 
extremely tough with over 50 players trialling for a 
position in a 9 player team. I would like to say 
congratulations to Chelsea Bowditch for being 
selected. She will now go to the next level to 
compete with her team at the AICES championships 
on Tuesday 16 May. We wish Chelsea luck and hope 
she enjoys her experience.  
 
Miss Day  
jday@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

Equestrian News 

A small and very enthusiastic equestrian team competed at the Willow Tree Horse Sports Day last 
week.  Results included: 
Lilla Stanford – Reserve Champion 9 Years Girl Rider. 
Harrison Baxter – Reserve Champion 10 Years Boy Rider. 
Prunella Hayes – Champion 13 Years Girl Rider. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Aberdeen Horse Sports Day  has been POSTPONED. 
 
Entry forms for Scone Horse Sports Day are due at the School Office by Monday, 3 April. 
Coonabarabran Horse Sport entries are due at the school office this week. There will be no Tuesday 
Horse Sports on 4 April (Week 10). 
 
Anne Davies 
adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 
Year 9 Dorper Sheep Show & Sale at Dubbo 

 

 



Let’s All Rally Behind Yr 12 Student Kyle Mudge 
 
My name is Kyle Mudge. I am from Merriwa and I am in Year 12 at SGS.I have decided to participate 
in The World’s Greatest Shave because my family has had a history with cancer. This is my last year 
at school and I believe this is a great opportunity for me to help make a  difference and I welcome the 
School and the School community support.  
 
I am participating in The World's Greatest Shave this year with a current goal of $1,000. With your 
help and support I think we can not only reach this but exceed it by miles! I would really appreciate 
this news to be shared as far and wide as possible, to reach as many supporters as possible, but I 
don't want you to stop there!  
 
Make a contribution, no matter how big or small, as your donation will go towards helping the 
Leukaemia Foundation. You can make a donation securely and easily online at  
http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/kylemudge or cash can be delivered to the School 
Front Office to put in my fundraising box, or else dropped off at Merriwa IGA.  
 
All the money raised goes towards helping families suffering with blood cancer to assist with financial 
costs, emotional support and research into better and quicker treatments! 

 Did you know that today 35 Australians will be diagnosed with blood cancers such as leukaemia, 
lymphoma or myeloma?  

 Did you know that every two hours a struggling Australian will lose their battle with blood 
cancer?  

 
I believe that The World's Greatest Shave is a very important fundraiser where true blue people can 
give the gift of life as simply as dropping off some spare change.  
 
We have until Thursday March 30 where I will be shaving my head at school assembly. On this day 

the whole School will also be having an Out of School Uniform  CRAZY HAIR DAYwith a 

gold coin donation. Please help me raise as much money as possible for this worthy fundraiser. I 
express my most sincerest gratitude to every single person who contributes to this amazing cause.  
 
Thankyou, 
Kyle Mudge 



Hamish Guiana & Kyle Mudge Fund Raiser—30 March 



Community Notices 
 
Clean Up Australia Day – Sunday 5 March 
The Upper Hunter Shire is supporting Australia’s biggest community participation event and invites you, 
family and friends to come along and help make a difference to our Shire and our local environment.  
Register at Elizabeth Park from 9.00am – 10.15am 
The Clean Up is followed by a BBQ for all volunteers and starts around 10.45am. 
Please RSVP for catering purposes. 
For information in other areas throughout the Shire go to 
www.upperhunter.nsw.gov.au or contact the Shire Office on 6540 1100 

 

ARTC Road Closure—Wednesday 5 April, 2017 
The Australian Road & Track Corporation (ARTC) will be carrying out importance maintenance works on 
the track which will involve the level crossing at Liverpool Street, Scone being closed from 9.30am to 
3.00pm on WEDNESDAY 5 APRIL, 2017. 
 
We apologise for any inconvenience caused by these works, and if you have any future questions 
please contact Kathy Rawson on 1800 995 979 or email emcommunity@artc.com.au 

 

 

 

http://www.upperhunter.nsw.gov.au


Community Notices & News 
 
 

For Your Diary 
Monday, 30 January to Friday, 7 April 
 
 
Week 9 (A) 
Monday 27 March 
Tuesday 28 March 
Wednesday 29 March 
Distance Ed Primary Industries workshop in 
Dubbo—Year 11 Primary Industries students 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 30 March 
Shave for a Cure—Out of School Uniform Crazy 
Hair Day—whole school 
Foundation Meeting—5.30pm Library 
Friday 31 March 
 
 
Week 10(B) 
Monday 3 April 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
Tuesday 4 April 
Wednesday 5 April 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
Thursday 6 April 
Friday 7 April 
End of Term 1 
U12s Primary Rugby Carnival at TAS Armidale, 
(7 April to 9 April) 
 
 
Saturday 8 April to Sunday 9 April 
National Primary Games—Tamworth 
U10s Rugby & Netball 
 
 
 
TERM 2 Commences 24 April, 2017 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 1 – Monday, 6 February to Friday, 
7 April 
 
Friday 24 March 
Fiona Bailey, Julianne Christopher, Emma 
Sharpe 
 
Week 9 (A) 
Monday 27 March 
Jenny Crackett, Danielle Saw-Townsend 
Tuesday 28 March 
Fiona Bailey, Charlotte Parry-Okeden 
Wednesday 29 March 
Fiona Bailey, Belinda Sowter 
Thursday 30 March 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart 
Friday 31 March 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day 
 
Week 10 (B) 
Monday 3 April 
Jenny Crackett, Sinead Scott 
Tuesday 4 April 
Jenny Crackett, Mandy Kennedy 
Wednesday 5 April 
Jenny Crackett, Acey Firth 
Thursday 6 April 
Fiona Bailey, Sarah Stanford 
Friday 7 April 
Fiona Bailey, Amanda Dowell, Emma Burnett 
 
END TERM 1 
 
 
TERM 2 Commences 24 April, 2017 


