
Thursday 30 March, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
One of the key dispositions of learning is the ability to reflect on your 
learning, work out what the next steps are and evaluate how effective 
the learning has been. Staff across the school have been engaged in 
this type of reflection around the Grammar Minds – Positive 
Flourishing Learners, in staff meetings. They have also been setting 
goals for their own learning for the year ahead. This is an important 
aspect of their work, to enable the learning for the students to be of 
the highest standard. 
 
Our Parent Teacher Interviews are on next week and this also offers 
an opportunity to you to be involved in the reflection of the learning 
for your child or children. Can I encourage you to come in and meet 
with the staff and reflect on the learning as we are together in this 
journey, for each of the students? 

 
The support for the Shave for a Cure out-of-uniform day has been outstanding. Hamish and Kyle 
have raised plenty of money to support the cause, which again shows the willingness of our school 
community to give and give generously. 
 
 
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 

Open Classroom Afternoon         Thursday, 30 March   
   3:30pm - 6:00pm 

    
Parent/Teacher Interviews Monday, 3 April &  

  Wednesday, 5 April 
  

I was very privileged to be able to attend the UHSC & Kia-ora Youth Music 
Camp Concert last week on Friday evening.  The skilful and creative 
performances of all the students involved were such a delight to share in and 
I do want to congratulate the students for their efforts.  They had certainly 
made the most of this wonderful local community opportunity.   
Special congratulations go to James Haydon Wicks, who was awarded a half 
scholarship to the UHCM to pursue his studies in drumming.  This is a wonderful achievement and very 
well deserved. 
 
Next week, we will be presenting Principals’ List Awards to those students in 
Years 3-6 who have demonstrated consistently, their high levels of effort and 
application across Term 1.  Primary staff have had some discussion around this 
area over recent months, and following these discussions, and in consultation with 
the School Executive, have agreed to discontinue the awarding of Merit Certificates 
for effort, which have previously been presented, also at the end of each term. 
This brings the Primary and Secondary situations into line with each other, and 
also means that the focus will be on those students who have really excelled in 
their effort and application, rather than mistakenly highlighting those students who 
perhaps are not receiving any award at all. 
 
I have emailed parents this week with information about this change and also with 
details of a rubric used by Primary teachers to assist in selecting students for the 
Principals List Award.  The rubric covers areas as noted in this table.  
I would encourage parents to discuss this area with class teachers during P/T 
Interviews if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
We are very grateful at SGS for the provision of a School Canteen and very appreciative of the 
involvement of the Canteen Co-ordinators and also the support from volunteer parent helpers. 
For purchasing lunches, Primary students should complete a lunch order in the morning, which is sent up 
in the class basket after morning roll call.  Lunches are delivered back to the classrooms, in the class 
basket, just prior to the lunch break.  Primary students are also able to go up to the Canteen at recess, 
and after 1:15pm at lunch, to purchase a snack. 
 
Primary students using the Canteen should only be purchasing food for themselves, and not for their 
friends.  Whilst we encourage sharing, we don’t encourage the sharing of food or canteen purchases, 
with the understanding that some children have significant food allergies, and different families have 
different approaches to canteen use.  Would you please take time to talk this through and reinforce this 
approach with your children at home? 
 
It is always helpful if Primary children bring in the right money, or use coins or small denomination notes 
for their Canteen purchases.  Thank you for your ongoing attention to, and support in this area. 
 
Scone Grammar School has been invited to bring a group of students from Years 5-6, to share in a 
Combined Schools ANZAC Day Commemorative Event, to be held at the Singleton Civic Centre next 
Thursday, 6 April 2017 at 12:30pm.  This is a wonderful opportunity and I am looking forward to 
accompanying these students as they attend and participate. 
 
Good Humour for the Week   
A man lost his wallet at the local agricultural show.  To his surprise, after answering a knock at the door 
during the following week, there stood a horse with the man’s missing wallet. 
“Hallelujah! A miracle!” the man said. 
“Well not really”, replied the horse.  “Your name and address were inside the wallet.” 
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From the Dean of Students P—12 
 
I was involved in a meeting last week with our Head Teachers centered on raising student achievement. 
We discussed the link between exercise, optimism and achievement in life. A balanced student lifestyle 
places equal emphasis on all elements of wellbeing, including physical exercise and health. They work 
together, like their signature and top supporting strengths, to create harmony and build their wellbeing. 
An imbalance, over time, can lead to poor physical and emotional fitness, by causing a build up of 
negative feelings and a decline in optimism. This is particularly so if the skills and achievement element is 
pushed too hard and the exercise and health element is ignored. Research has revealed that active, 

positive and optimistic people are more likely to achieve what they set out to do and are less ill.   

 

 
 
At Scone Grammar School we believe, and recommend, that all students’ personal timetables should 
include exercise every day, quality outdoor leisure activities with friends and family which are light and 
bright, and frequent opportunities to have fun and laugh with others to experience positive emotions. 
Happy, and therefore optimistic, students enjoy and flourish on their school journey and into life beyond. 
Some quality physical and brain leisure activities may include a brisk walk, run, swim or bike ride, yoga, 
aerobics, Pilates, a gym workout, Tai Chi, horse riding, skateboarding, bushwalking, playing team or 
individual sport, dancing, gymnastics, resistance training, chess, board games, Sudoku, crosswords, 
Scrabble, cards, etc. It’s also essential to ensure that students have plenty of timeout from electronic 
pursuits! 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Romans 12:2 
Give thanks for: The gifts, such as our mind, that God has given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, 
the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and 
supporters who truly care for us;  
Pray for:  The school building project; families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment:  
your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate Atkinson 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  
 
 

mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
I would like to take time this week to encourage all families to come to the Parent Teacher Interviews 
next week. These conversations are an important part of the collaboration between school and home, 
and assist us to more effectively educate your children. 
 
Several incidences this term have shown us how fragile our children are and illustrated the need to keep 
the lines of communication open. So again I ask that if there are any concerns for your child, be they ac-
ademic or pastoral, you let us know so that we can support all of our students. No matter how small the 
problem seems, the academic and pastoral teams are more than willing to listen. 
 
Two of our students this week will ‘Shave for a Cure’. I am quietly fascinated to see what Kyle Mudge and 
Hamish Guiana will look like with no hair, but I am also very proud of both boys and the fundraising they 
have done so far. They are well over the $500 mark and heading to the $1000 mark, so please chip in if 
you can. 
 

Quote of the week: 
“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be done without hope and 
confidence." - Helen Keller 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

 
Before…… 

And  
After……. Well 

done boys! 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Snapshots of TERM 1 at The Yellow Cottage 
 
 
 



Curriculum Corner 
 
Music— Kia-Ora Music Camp A Great Success 

The annual Kia Ora and Upper Hunter Music Camp was held last week from the 
22 – 24 March. 60 students from SGS joined with over 150 students from all 
Primary and Secondary schools across the district to participate in a variety of 
music making activities. The focus of the camp is to give students the 
opportunity to play or sing in ensembles tutored by experts in their field. The 
main ensembles are Concert Band, String Ensemble and Choir. Students also 

have the opportunity to experience elective activities such as Taiko Drumming, Marimba making and 
“Whacky Instruments” as well as Jazz/Hip Hop Dance. For more experienced musicians there is a Big Band 
elective and the Amazing Voice competition for secondary vocalists. The camp culminates in a huge 
concert on the Friday evening where all 200+ students perform for family and friends.  
 
Awards are given at the end of the camp to selected students by their tutors from all of the different 
ensemble and elective groups. A number of SGS students were recipients of awards this year. Alexander 
Buckley won a scholarship to the 2018 National Jazz Camp. Max Seale and James Jaydon-Wicks both won 
half-scholarships for tuition at the Upper Hunter Conservatorium of Music. Ted Saunders, Chester Hall, 
Bridget Burnett and Christian Sowter were all awarded Merits for Choir. Bridie O’Neill, Braeden Wallace, 
Micheal Downie and Lauren Barnes received Merits for Strings. Louisa Wilkinson received a Merit for Piano. 
Merit winners will have the opportunity later in the year to attend a concert at the Sydney Opera House. In 
the Amazing Voice competition Holly McDonald performed a wonderful rendition of Whitney Houston’s “I 
Will Always Love You” coming second by only one mark! 
 
“Music is therapy. Music moves people. It connects people in ways that no other medium can. 
It pulls heart strings. It acts as medicine”. Macklemore 
 
Jason Buckley 



Sport News 
 
CIS Primary Swimming 
Last Thursday a group of students represented Scone Grammar School and HRIS competing at the 2017 
NSW CIS Primary Swimming Championships at the Sydney Olympic Pool, Homebush.  This 
Championships pose extremely tough competition as it encompasses all NSW Independent Schools. 
 
The morning commenced with the 200m Freestyle Junior Relay. Ethan Jones and Paul Russell, Andrew 
Crowther and George Patterson represented SGS in the relay team.  The boys swam a 14 sec PB in the 
heats to qualify 6th fastest for the final.  A great swim by each of the boys in the final gave them a very 
respectable 7th place overall. This was an amazing result, with the boys competing against larger 
metropolitan schools, some of which have professional coaches! 
 
Isabella Henderson competed in the girls 9yrs 50m Freestyle.  Isabella swam a PB in the Heats to qualify 
for the final. Isabella, again, swam like a champion in the final and came 4th, only missing out on 
making the CIS team by 0.24 of a second. Isabella swam impressive PBs in both her heat and final. 
 
After a great swim in the relay, Andrew Crowther also competed in the boys 9yrs 50m Freestyle, coming 
a respectable 15th. 
 
George Patterson also competed in the 10yrs 50m Breaststroke and 9yrs 50m Freestyle. Swimming 
against older boys in the Breaststroke was always going to be tough, and George gained a respectable 
20th placing. George made the final for the 50m Freestyle and swam a personal best time, coming a 
very pleasing 7th place in the final. 
 
Paul Russell competed in the 10yrs Backstroke, swimming a PB, and came a very respectable 19th. 
 
Max Patterson competed in the 11yrs Breaststroke, swimming a personal best time in the preliminary 
heats to qualify for the final. Max then swam another personal best in the final to come 7th.  
 
Josh Crowther competed in the 12yrs backstroke, sneaking into the top 20. 
 
Hunter Ryan competed in the 12yrs 50m Breaststroke, Butterfly and Freestyle, and the Open 100m 
Freestyle, making the top 20 in every event.  After swimming PBs, he narrowly missed out on making 
the finals in the 50m Butterfly and the 50m Breaststroke, coming 11th in each event. 
 
Congratulations to ALL swimmers on an amazing effort.  Special mention to the Junior Relay team, 
Isabella Henderson, George Patterson and Max Patterson on making the finals, a fantastic result for our 
small  school. 
 
 



Sports News (cont’d) 
 
HRIS Touch Football  
On the 21 March, 8 students travelled to Newcastle to trial for the HRIS Touch Football Teams. Each 
team selects 12 players to represent HRIS at the AICES Touch Gala which is also used as a selection for 
the AICES Touch Football Team. Our school has done well this year with a number of players making 
the team. 
 
Congratulations to the following students for their selection:- 
 
Junior Girls:   Junior Boys:   
Molly Northam (shadow) Ryan Clerke  
     Clancy Moore 
     Darcy Moore  
     Jack Faulkner (shadow) 
 

Miss Day 

 

Perfect Conditions for Rowing at Glenbawn Dam 



 



Community Notices & News 
 
 

For Your Diary 
 
 
Term 1 
Monday, 30 January to Friday, 7 April 
 
 
Week 9 (A) 
Thursday 30 March 
Shave for a Cure – Kyle Mudge & Hamish 
Guiana 
Crazy Hair & Out of Uniform Day – All School 
Foundation Meeting, 5.30 Bullock Library 
Primary Open Classroom Afternoon 
Friday 31 March 
 
Week 10 (B) 
Monday 3 April 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Steer Showing Year 10 Ag, at Sydney Show 
return Friday 7 April 
Tuesday 4 April 
Steer Showing Year 10 Ag, at Sydney Show 
Wednesday 5 April 
Steer Showing Year 10 Ag, at Sydney Show 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Thursday 6 April 
Steer Showing Year 10 Ag, at Sydney Show 
Merriwa Fencing – Year 9 Ag & other students 
return Friday 7 April 
ANZAC Day Commemorative Event, Singleton 
Choral Workshop at Newcastle Grammar 
School 
Friday 7 April 
Steer Showing Year 10 Ag, at Sydney Show 
return 
Merriwa Fencing – Year 9 Ag + - return 
TAS Rugby Carnival U12s 
 
 
Term 1 Ends 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
 
 

Term 1 – Monday, 6 February to Friday, 
7 April 
 
 
Week 9 (A) 
Thursday 30 March 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart 
Friday 31 March 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day, Tracey Stewart 
 
Week 10 (B) 
Monday 3 April 
Jenny Crackett, Sinead Scott 
Tuesday 4 April 
Jenny Crackett, Mandy Kennedy 
Wednesday 5 April 
Jenny Crackett, Acey Firth 
Thursday 6 April 
Fiona Bailey, Sarah Stanford 
Friday 7 April 
Fiona Bailey, Amanda Dowell, Emma Burnett 
 
Term 1 Ends 


