
Thursday 27 April, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We have had a very special start to Term 2, with the opportunity to 
commemorate ANZAC Day on Tuesday and then the K – 12 students 
all participating in the annual Cross Country Carnival out at Lake 
Glenbawn. 
 
ANZAC Day 
Thank you to all the families who were able to support the local dawn 
services and marches. We had large numbers representing across the 
valley, which was superb.  
 
Cross Country 
Although the day started with heavy showers, soon opened up to be a 
wonderful opportunity to share together in the competition of a solid 
Cross Country course and then a meal and activities together. We 

witnessed some outstanding running in the slippery conditions from the very youngest students 
through to the seniors. It was also good to see some great house spirit across the day. The venue 
lends itself to a relaxed atmosphere that the whole school community can enjoy. Thank you to the 
parents and grandparents who were able to support the students on the day. 
 
Fete and Parade 
Our annual school Fete will be held on Saturday 6 May and the preparations are well underway 
with the Fete Committee and the Class Liaison Parents. A huge thank you to all those involved in 
this behind-the-scenes work that is so essential for such a major event. Please get involved in any 
way that you possibly can as every bit of help is greatly appreciated. It is also a day when we can 
develop our community; working side by side with each other often creates bonds between 
members of our wonderful school.  
 
We will again have floats in the parade on which students from The Yellow Cottage and K-6 can 
participate.  
 
Secondary Experience and Open Day 
Tomorrow we will be holding our first Secondary Experience Day for 2017. All Year 5 and 6 
students, as well as those from other schools who are interested in attending SGS for Secondary 
School, will be involved in activities to help them understand what Secondary School is like. This 
was very successful in 2016 and we are looking forward to the day’s activities again tomorrow. We 
will also be holding our first Open Day tomorrow and will welcome interested families to school for 
the morning. 
 
I take this opportunity to remind everyone that on 12 May students will not attend school due to 
the Upper Hunter half-day public holiday for the Scone Cup. Staff will have a morning of 
Professional Development in the morning before the School closes for the afternoon. 
 
Welcome back to Term 2! 
 
  
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
Thank you to all Primary students who participated in ANZAC Day Services and Marches held around our 
local district on Tuesday.  It was most encouraging to see the School so well represented at various Dawn 
Services, Marches and other Services through the day.  Thank you parents also for your support. 
 
At the end of last term, I had the great privilege of taking a group of 
our Year 5-6 students to attend the Hunter Combined Schools Anzac 
Commemorative Event held in Singleton.  This was the first 
time this event was held outside of Newcastle and was one of the 
best Anzac events I have ever attended.  The students and I 
enjoyed the programme immensely and we were all very moved by 
what was presented.  The professionalism and the engagement of 
those involved was outstanding.  Our students were spellbound from 
start to finish and came home so thrilled at the opportunity to 
participate.  I was particularly appreciative of the way the traditional 
ANZAC service was enacted and explained, which was really 
valuable for the students to share.  A production group of Year 11 students from across all education 
sectors and a group of drama students put the event together, supported by a management group of 
teachers and community members.  They were all superb. 
Kael Saw and Caryss Parry laid a wreath on behalf of SGS and also had opportunity to speak with a 
Vietnam War veteran before the service began. 
 
Congratulations to all students who represented SGS at the National Primary Games in Tamworth and 
also at the TAS Primary Rugby Carnival in Armidale.  Both these events were held over the first weekend 
of the holidays and I was thrilled to be able to watch all the teams in a number of matches over both 
days.  I was so very proud of every team and every player, for the way they participated, enjoyed the 
opportunity, demonstrated determination and sportsmanship, had fun, improved their skills, and 
represented SGS.  There were some outstanding results from the weekend. 
I do want to thank all the staff, coaches and supporting parents (and grandparents) for ensuring these 
special opportunities were available to our Primary students.  Your efforts are very much appreciated. 
 

This term, we are supporting Variety – the Children’s Charity, and Mr and 
Mrs Wallace, as they participate in the 2017 NSW Variety Bash.  The route 
for this year’s event comes through Aberdeen and Muswellbrook, and we 
will have a visit on Friday, 26 May, from some of the participants with their 
Variety Bash vehicles.  We hope at this time to present them with a 
contribution from SGS. As part of these fund-raising efforts, students are 
invited to participate in BYOVBC – Build Your Own Variety Bash Car.  

Information went home last term.  These model Bash cars can be constructed from any materials, (Lego, 
cardboard, natural materials, wood etc.) with the only guideline (or size restriction) being students must 
be able to carry the model to school on their own. 
Model Entry Fee - $2.00 & People’s Choice Vote - $1.00.  Entries are now due by Monday, 15 May. 

 
NAPLAN (9-11 May 2017) 
NAPLAN Disability Adjustments, Exemptions and Withdrawals  
Access to disability adjustments, exemption or withdrawal from the tests, must be 
discussed with the School (through the Principal, Learning Support Team, or Head of 
Primary), and a Parent/Carer Consent Form must be signed.   
These forms need to be completed and returned by 28 April.    

 
Good Humour for the Week  
What do you call a belt made of watches?  A waist of time! 
(Special thanks to the recent anonymous gift giver of an innovative new supply of jokes.) 
Supermarket prices have gone up so much that even toilet paper is a rip off these days. 
 
Congratulations to Hamish Davidson (Year 3 Gold) and Isabella Hill (Year 1 Gold), who are both 
celebrating birthdays this week.  I  do w ish both these students all the best as they enjoy this 
happy occasion and share this special time with their family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P—12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week in Chapel time, we started a new series, looking at character strengths from a Biblical 
perspective. We started with the character strength of ‘bravery’. Bravery is a strength that we are seeking 
to instil in our students here at Scone Grammar School and we believe it is a virtue, with God’s help, we 
can all develop. ‘Having a go at hard things’ is a brave thing to do. If bravery is one of your strengths, 
you are a courageous person who does not shrink from challenge, difficulty or discomfort. You speak up 
for what is right even if there is opposition. You act on your convictions. The character strength of 
bravery falls under the virtue category of courage. Where does bravery place in your strengths profile? 
Find out by clicking on this link and completing the VIA Signature Strengths Survey.  
 
Our great God encourages us to be brave. He wants us to be brave. More than that, He also shows us 
how we can tap into our source of strength to be brave. God tells us that those who have a relationship 
with Jesus have access to a supernatural strength that helps us to be, as we discussed from Joshua 1:9, 
‘strong and courageous’. This power source is God’s Holy Spirit. In 2 Timothy 1:7 God says that He will 
give those who know and trust His Son, Jesus, a new Spirit inside. It says: “For the Spirit God gave us 
does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.” 
 
A great point of conversation with your young person this week would be to ask about situations where 
they may have exhibited this character strength, providing encouragement to purposely use it again. This 
will contribute to the further growth of resilience.   
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: 2 Timothy 1:7  
Give thanks for: The gifts, such as bravery, that God has given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, 
the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and 
supporters who truly care for us;  
Pray for:  The school term ahead; Upcoming mission trip to Vanuatu; The school building project; families 
and students who are ill or struggling at the moment:  your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate Atkinson 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  
 

https://www.viacharacter.org/survey/account/register
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+1%253A7
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 

"As long as you feel like you have done your best, then it's good enough for me and it should be good 

enough for you." Towards the end of Term 1 I found myself saying this over and over to students as they 
received results back from assessment tasks. As we start Term 2 and head towards NAPLAN and half 
yearly exams, I thought I would encourage all students to make sure they position themselves so that 
they walk out of any test happy that they have done their best. Easy to say but everyone needs to lay the 
groundwork first. I encourage everyone to start the term with a study plan, a routine and a determination 
to reach a goal, and to ask for guidance if they can't get started. 
 
NAPLAN is in Week 3 and all I ask of our students is to do their best. What I discourage all of our 
students and parents doing is worrying about it, especially Year 9, with the added complication of 
needing a Band 8 in literacy and numeracy to qualify for the HSC. This is not the only chance to reach the 
minimum standard; it is just the first opportunity and there will be many other opportunities. 
 
My Term 1 ended with two fantastic days out fencing at Cassilis Park. Although this was a great 
community service, what impressed me most was the attitude of those students who had volunteered to 
help. There was no whinging, complaining or any negativity; there were lots of big smiles, seniors 
teaching juniors how to fence and a fantastic display of manners. I was incredibly impressed by the 
number of text messages and emails my husband and I received from students, just to say thanks for 
looking after them. 
 
My heart was lifted again on Tuesday as I marched with 
a large group of students in the Merriwa ANZAC march 
and also as I saw photos from other towns. The number 
of students participating was especially impressive 
because they wanted to be there, not because they had 
been told they had to be. 
 
Education is always about more than just books and 
classrooms; it's about educating children to become the 
adults we want them to be. I am certain that our 
communities will be in good hands for the future as this 
group of students go out into the world. 
 
Welcome back and have a great Term 2. 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
Quote of the week 
 
"To give real service you must add something 
which cannot be bought or measured with money, 
and that is sincerity and integrity." Douglas 
Adams 

      Merriwa ANZAC Day Service 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

This term we are very excited to be sharing the Grammar Minds concept of further 
developing resourceful learners. We believe that children are confident, competent and 
resourceful learners who are capable of constructing their own knowledge of the world 
around them. We look forward to exploring and developing the idea of resourceful 
learners this term.  
 
We would encourage you to help further develop your child as a resourceful learner at home. We 
have listed some activities that you may like to share with your child at home.  

 Involve your child in everyday activities like cooking, shopping, working in the garden. This will 
enable your child to develop positive dispositions such as independence, confidence, 
resourcefulness, imagination, etc. 

 Be aware of the topics covered at The Yellow Cottage. Regularly check your KeptMe App. Talk 
to your child about what he/she is doing in The Yellow Cottage and at home. Encourage him/her 
to ask questions and work things out together. This will help to develop communication skills, 
etc. 

 Give your child opportunities to use his/her senses - to see, smell, taste, touch and hear 
different things. 

 Read to your child, sing songs, tell stories, play games and have fun together. This will support 
your child’s awareness of sound, rhyme and repetition which provide a foundation for literacy 
development.  

 



Sports News 
 
TAS RUGBY CARNIVAL—ARMIDALE 
During the first weekend of the school holidays, the Primary 1st XV Rugby team travelled to Armidale to 
compete in the TAS Rugby Carnival. We were placed in a division of 15 teams which consisted of other 
schools, club teams and rep teams. We played 4 matches on the Saturday and these results would 
determine our position for the Sunday fixture. 
 
Our first match was against Tudor House. It was a tight fixture in which the boys were able to sneak away 
with a 12-0 win. Whilst not convincing, a great chance to blow off some cobwebs. Our second game was 
against a very large Dalby Wheat men side from QLD. We were slow out of the blocks but then played 
some strong, intelligent rugby, wearing down our opponents to come away with a highly impressive 22-5 
victory. This really was a satisfying result and set the team up for what was to come. Game 3 was against 
Pacific Lutheran College, also from QLD. Our speed and skill was a little too strong and we recorded a 
comprehensive 53-5 win. Our final game on the Saturday was played on the No.1 field which was a treat, 
and again we were up against a large QLD team, the Caboolture Snakes. Playing to our strengths and 
using the width of the field allowed us to come away with a convincing 27-0 victory. 4 wins from 4 and 
into the Divisional Final on Sunday. 
 
The Divisional final saw us up against the Gordon Rep team from Sydney. They were a well-drilled and 
disciplined team who provided us with a fantastic contest. Despite throwing everything at them, their 
defence stood firm and we unfortunately conceded a try right at the end of the match to go down 5-0. 
This result meant that we finished Runners-Up in our division, the best result that Scone Grammar have 
achieved.  
 
The boys were an absolute delight to take on tour and their conduct both on and off the field was 
exemplary. I would also like to say a special thank you to our two wonderful coaches Warren Park and 
Angus Patterson for the time and dedication that they have put into this team. 
 
Primary 1st XV: Bailey Park (c), Hunter Ryan (c), Thomas Burnett, Daniel Crow ther, Josh 
Crowther, Matthew Edwards, Harry Faulkner, Braedon Hails, James Haydon Wicks, Archie Martin, Jordan 
Mount, Daniel O’Regan, Clayton Porter, Max Patterson, Kael Saw, Rourke Sharpe, Angus Stanford and 
Sasha Studdy. 
 

Damien Saunders 
 

 

The team with Waratah prop Matt Sandell  



Sport News 
 
NATIONAL PRIMARY GAMES - TAMWORTH 
 
The National Primary Games was held on the first weekend of the holidays. Our school had 5 teams 
participating; two 10’s Rugby Union teams, a 10’s and 12’s Netball team and a mixed 12’s Hockey team. 
Fortunately, we had beautiful weather throughout the weekend allowing great enthusiasm by all 
athletes.  
 
Our 10’s Netball team was undefeated all weekend. They showed tremendous talent on the court and 
had many convincing wins. The ‘Spirit of the Sport’ is the only award given out at the NPG. This award is 
for a team that shows great sportsmanship, friendship and goodwill and was awarded to our 10’s Netball 
team.  
 
The 12’s Netball team started the weekend with 4 losses, with slim margins. The girls listened carefully 
to feedback and coaching, and improved out of sight, winning their last 3 games. I was so proud of the 
girls, as they came back on Sunday with high spirits and a willingness to keep developing stronger.  
 
The Hockey team was a mix of experienced players and those relatively new to the game, as they 
played 8-a-side half-field games at the Tamworth Hockey Centre. The team comprised Year 5 students 
Sophia Edlington, Lottie Firth, Georgina Pratley and our only boy, Nick Gallagher, and Year 4 students 
Claudia Bell, Violet Dawson, Emma Henry, Lizzie Ray and Lilla Stanford. During the 8 games played over 
the weekend, the team faced some very tough competition as all other teams were familiar with the 
different game that is played on artificial turf, and one team was made up entirely of Year 6 boys. As 
grass players, our team relished the opportunity to play on turf and had to learn quickly the speed and 
accuracy this surface allows, and modify their stick work to dribble and tackle the ball with effect. Rapid 
improvement in skill and team play by all members resulted in 5 convincing wins, with one scoreline of 9
-0, with goals scored by 5 different players. The strong defence of our goal meant our few losses were 
by 1 goal. Nick Gallagher was highly skilful in both attack and defence and, with the support of his team 
mates, often punished the opposition when close to a loose ball. The positive sideline of Grammar 
parents was invaluable to both coach and team and contributed to a very successful carnival. 
 
Miss Day 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

       U10’s Netball Team 

SGS Hockey Team 

U12’s Netball Team 



Sports News (Continued) 
NATIONAL PRIMARY GAMES—UNDER 10’S RUGBY 
 
Scone Grammar School took on the task of touring to Tamworth to compete in the 2017 National 
Primary Games. 
  
There was such are large number of keen Under 10’s Rugby players that we were able to field 2 teams, 
Scone Blue and Scone White. With 20 players on tour, accompanied by brothers, sisters, parents and 
grandparents the boys in Blue and Gold had a huge following. 
  
Both teams played 7 games over the two days with Scone White coming up with a good win and 
showing some excellent skill improvement. Many of these students were younger than their opposition, 
however, they showed great spirit and teamwork throughout the tournament. Scone Blue were able to 
win 6 of their 7 games coming away winning the 2017 National Primary Games Rugby Tournament. It 
was a massive effort for this squad who had been training since the middle of Term 1. The improvement 
from all 20 players, some new to the game of Rugby Union, was enormous.  It is a highly technical 
game and these boys soaked up all the information at training and came out and played some great 
running Rugby.  
  
It was great watching the boys form a tunnel at the start of each game clapping and cheering their 
peers onto the field.  They showed tremendous sportsmanship and mateship. This group of children did 
a fantastic job representing their families, school and town.  The boys were particularly appreciative of 
Mr Feeney coming to watch both the teams play on Saturday and Sunday.  They loved giving Mr Feeney 
a ‘high five’ as they ran off the field. 
 
Scone Blue consisted of Paul Russell, Lachlan Hails, Charlton Hall, Hugo Firth, Oliver Dart, Harry Warner, 
Will Darling, Jock McCosker, Archie Adkins and Andrew Crowther.  Scone White consisted of Harrison 
Baxter, Jules Schofield, Jason Lighezzolo, Edward Saunders, George Patterson, Hamish Davidson, Balin 
Swann, Tom Riordan, Tommy Hill and Cooper Clark. 

 
Special thanks to Bobby Davidson and Alex Warner for coaching the boys each Friday afternoon and for 
the wonderful job coaching, encouraging and supporting the boys at the NPG tournament.   
  
Mrs Amy Patterson 

 
 
 
  

Harry Warner Cooper Clark 

Jason Lighezzolo Team Blue             Team White 

Jason Lighezzolo & Ted 
Saunders 



SGS Fete & Markets….Saturday 6 May, 2017 

 
Don’t forget to ….. 
 Return all the Raffle Books; sold & unsold to school by 

Friday 5 May 
 
 Still needing donations of crockery, tombola jars filled 

with goodies, second hand books for the book stall 
 
 Cake boxes will be sent home Monday 1 May 
 
 Please liaise with your Class Liaison Parents and see if you 

can be rostered on to help in your Year Group Food Stall 
on Fete Day 

 
Looking forward to a fantastic day! 



 
 

 

COMPETITION TIME 
This year at our annual Fete (6th May) we are celebrating our ‘Local Heros’ -  

the firemen, the police, the paramedics, The Westpac Rescue Helicopter, 

and our local SES volunteers who every year help hundreds of local people. 

 

We are running 2 fun competitions for you all to enter 

1: Draw a Picture of your Hero - This can be drawn using 

pencil/crayon/pastels or water based / oil paint. Please put 

a little note on the front saying who your hero is and your 

name and age on the back.  

Entries must be handed in to your class teacher no later than Thursday 4th 

May 2017.  *** Entry Fee for each picture $2.00   

 

2: Bake Cupcakes or a Cake and Decorate them using the Emergency 

Services Theme - The cakes/cupcakes will, after judging, be available for 

purchase. 

Cakes/cupcakes can be delivered to school on the 

morning of the Fete between 7am and 11am. Please 

put a label with your name and age on the bottom 

of the plate or box.   ***Entry Fee $2.00 

 

Prizes will be awarded to a winner of each age group K-2, 3-6 and 

Secondary. All proceeds from entry fees, and selling the cakes/cupcakes 

will be donated to The Westpac Rescue Helicopter. 

***    Don’t forget Mum, Dad or anyone in your family can be your Hero too. 



 

Community Notices 
 

 
 

 
Creative Writing 2017 

 
 
All you budding writers, put pen to paper, and enter!   
 
The closing date is 5.00pm on Sunday, 9 July, 2017.  There are no on-line entries. 
 
The Sections are:   
 
SHORT STORY: May take any form, including original essay, murder/ mystery or 
memoir. 
 
Section Nos.  One entry per competitor 
1001  Primary School Student - No more than 1000 words 
1002  Secondary School Student - No more than 1500 words 
1003  Open (18 years & over) - No more than 2500 words 
 
 
ORIGINAL POEM OR PROSE: Poem may take any form, including limerick or shaped 
form.  
 
Section Nos.  One entry per competitor 
1004  Primary School Student -. 
1005  Secondary School Student - May also include sonnet or ballad. 
1006  Open (18 years & over) - May also include sonnet or ballad 
 
 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR: A letter w ritten as if it were to be sent to a newspaper. 
No more than 300 words. One entry per competitor. 
 
Section Nos. 
1007  Primary School Student 
1008  Secondary School Student 
1009  Open (18 years & over) 
 
Should you have any queries please liaise with the Creative Writing Convener, Adrienne Casey, 
on 0427 102264.    



 

Community Notices 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Community Notices 

 
 
 
   scone & upper hunter 
 



Community Notices & News 
 
 

For Your Diary 
 
Term 2 
Monday, 24 April to Friday, 23 June 
Week 1 (A) 
Thursday 27 April 
AICES Touch Football 
RYCOTT Ag Camp  
Year 10 Commerce & Year 11 Bus Studies Mock 
Trial at Scone Court House 
Friday 28 April 
Open Day & Secondary Experience Day 
Aberdeen Horse Sports 
CIS Secondary Swimming 
KYCK Youth Convention to 30 April 
RYCOTT Ag Camp – students return 
 
Week 2 (B) 
Monday 1 May 
HRIS Secondary Open Gala Football 
Scone Horse Sports 
EnEx – Years 5 & 6 at BTC 
Geography Comp (Secondary) to Friday, 5 May 
Tuesday 2 May 
EnEx – Year 7 at BTC 
HRIS Secondary Rugby Trials 
HRIS Secondary Open Netball Trials 
CIS Secondary Swimming 
Geography Comp (Secondary) to Friday, 5 May 
Wednesday 3 May 
Year 11 Geography to the Wetlands 
Geography Comp (Secondary) to Friday, 5 May 
Thursday 4 May 
HRIS Prim / Sec Cross-Country 
Geography Comp (Secondary) to Friday, 5 May 
Friday 5 May 
Year 9 Agriculture to TOCAL 
Geography Comp (Secondary) to Friday, 5 May 
Saturday 6 May 
Scone Horse Parade and School Fete 
 
Week 3 (A) 
Monday, 8 May 
Scone Horse Sports 
Tuesday, 9 May 
NAPLAN 9 - 11 May,  
Years 3 & 5;  Years 7 & 9  

P & F Meeting – commencing 6pm 
Wednesday, 10 May 
NAPLAN Catch up day 
Thursday 11 May 
Museum of Human Disease – Biology & Senior Sci-
ence 
NAPLAN Catch up day 
D of E – Silver Group (Year 10) to Saturday, 13 
May 
UHSC Youth Council Meeting 
Friday, 12 May 
Scone Cup – Pupil free day 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 2 – Monday 24 April to Friday 23 June 
 
Week 1 (A) 
Thursday 27 April 
Fiona Bailey, Katie McCann 
Friday 28 April 
Fiona Bailey, Jaymiee Allan, Rachel Northam 
 
Week 2 (B) 
Monday 1 May 
Jenny Crackett, Kelly Malone 
Tuesday 2 May 
Fiona Bailey, Helen Smith 
Wednesday 3 May 
Fiona Bailey, Sarah Stanford 
Thursday 4 May 
Fiona Bailey, Pip Baker 
Friday 5 May 
Jenny Crackett, Emma Burnett, Katie King 
 
Week 3 (A) 
Monday 8 May 
Jenny Crackett, Tracey Stewart 
Tuesday 9 May 
Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Wednesday 10 May 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 11 May 
Jenny Crackett, Pip Bishop 
Friday 12 May 
Scone Cup Day 
 

XXXX Helper required please 


