
Friday, 7 April 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We have had a fantastic start to 2017. The term has moved through 
very quickly as it has been filled with wonderfully engaging learning 
and opportunities for students across the school to be challenged, 
have fun and develop. I absolutely hope that each and every student 
has had to stretch during the term as they ‘Expand their mind’ as our 
2017 motto reminds us. We are born with God-given abilities and 
when we stretch we are using them as God intended. This stretch is 
also good for us to improve those areas where we are not so good. 
 
As we return for Term 2 we also prepare for ANZAC Day on Tuesday 
25 April. We have already had a number of responses from families 
indicating that students will represent the School at Dawn Services 
and Marches across the region. I encourage as many families as 
possible to participate in your local events. 

 
The following day, Wednesday 26 April, is our whole school Cross Country. This is always a special 
day where all students K – 12 participate together in the run and activities out at Lake Glenbawn. 
The holiday might give many students the chance to work on their fitness in preparation for these 
long distance events. 
 
I wish you all a Happy Easter and a safe and refreshing holiday. May it be a time of joy for you 
and your family. Please consider Jesus’ actions at Easter time and God’s gift for us all.  
 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 

 

 
Clothing Shop Opening Hours  

during the holidays are: 
8.30am – 12.30pm 

 
Tuesday 11 April, Wednesday 12 April 

 
Tuesday 18 April, Wednesday 19 April 

 
Remember:  Winter Uniform is worn in Terms 2 and 3 

 
 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
As you will be aware, we have been making changes to the Primary 
playground, and also to the structure the students have for how  
they use their break-times.  Many students have been enjoying the 
addition of tyres, sticks, ropes, balance beams, no fences around the play 
equipment, and from time to time, loose play materials.  I was delighted to 
find these three girls earlier this week enjoying being able to creatively 
recycle an old cardboard box.  (For some reason it reminded me of Monty 
Python and “The Four Yorkshiremen”, for those who are familiar with this 
very funny skit.) 
 
I also watched today with great interest as a Kindergarten student struggled to carry a tyre across the 
playground on his own.  Next minute, there he was with a friend, and a stick, carrying the next tyre with 
the stick between their shoulders, sharing the load and creatively solving the problem together. 
This is a wonderful journey for us all, of discovering the value in creative play. 
 
Congratulations to all those students who participated with entries in various categories, or who 
competed in various events, at the recent Muswellbrook Show.  There were some outstanding results, 
including Clayton Porter - who led the Champion Heavyweight Steer in two different steer classes; Caitlin 
Porter - Champion Parader; Braeden Wallace - 1st Place in the Open Section (Banana Cake with Lemon 
Icing); and Jemima Presland - 2nd Place Infants (Picture depicting an Easter Theme).  

 
Next term, we are looking forward to supporting Variety – 
the Children’s Charity, and Mr and Mrs Wallace, as they 
participate in the 2017 NSW Variety Bash.  The route for 
this year’s event comes through Aberdeen and 
Muswellbrook, and we will have a visit on Friday, 26 May, 
from some of the participants with their Variety Bash 
vehicles.  We hope at this time to present them with a 
contribution from SGS. 
 

As part of these fund-raising efforts, students are invited to participate in BYOVBC – Build Your Own 
Variety Bash Car.  Information has gone home this week.  These model Bash cars can be constructed 
from any materials, (Lego, cardboard, natural materials, wood etc.) with the only guideline (or size 
restriction) being students must be able to carry the model to school on their own. 
Model Entry Fee - $2.00 & People’s Choice Vote - $1.00 

 
Information also went home this week regarding NAPLAN (9-11 May 2017), and also 
NAPLAN Disability Adjustments, Exemptions and Withdrawals. 
Access to disability adjustments, exemption or withdrawal from the tests, must be 
discussed with the School (through the Principal, Learning Support Team, or Head of 
Primary), and a Parent/Carer Consent Form must be signed.   
These forms need to be completed and returned by 28 April.    
Consent Forms are available at the School from Mr Feeney. 
 

 
Good Humour for the Week  
 
How do Vikings communicate? Norse Code! 
What do you get if you cross a chicken with a duck? A bird that lays down! 
Did you hear about the caterpillars that got married? It was larva at first sight! 
 
Congratulations to Caryss Parry (Year 6 Blue), Braeden Wallace (Year 5 Blue), Tyler Johnson (Year 3 
Blue), Addison Goodwin (Year 4 Blue), Olivia Butters (Kindergarten Gold), Ruby Ryan (Kindergarten Blue), 
Emily Winfield (Year 6 Blue) and Zara Nugent (Year 2 Gold), who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  
I do wish each of these students all the best as they enjoy this happy occasion and share this special time 
with their family and friends. 
  



From the Dean of Students P—12 
 
This week I would like to share with you an interesting achievement from one of our senior students, 
whose practical example of goal setting and effort is inspirational. This story is about Toby Barry and his 
dream to fly planes.   

Toby joined the Scone Aero Club and started lessons when he was fourteen years and 9 months old and, 
just a couple of weeks after his fifteenth birthday, found himself flying the club's training aircraft, an 
Aeroprakt - a22L, Foxbat 5357- around the circuit alone. At this point he had barely 9 hours of 
instructional flying time. Toby remarked “It's quite a thrill to realize you're in command of the aircraft for 
the first time. It's something every pilot does and never forgets.” He continued his flight training and 
gained his Pilot Certificate a few months later, finishing up with about 20 hours of instructional/solo flying 
time. He was one of only about 20, fifteen year old Australians to earn their wings that year. Commenting 
on this achievement Toby said “At the time it seemed a little ironic that I could hire an aircraft, sign it out 
as 'fit for flight' and take my family or friends flying but I still wasn't old enough to get my learner’s 
license for the car! I still fly the Aeroclub's Foxbat and various other aircraft, but have recently been 
training in a Rand Robinson KR2s. It's a much quicker aircraft, flying at up to 330km/h. compared to the 
Foxbat’s 150km/h.” 

Toby plans on pursuing a career in aviation after school but he is not sure if that will be in piloting or the 
engineering/mechanical side of the industry. Toby, we honor your zest and effort and we are right behind 
you!  

 

      Toby returning after his first solo flight. 

In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Romans 12:2 
Give thanks for: The gifts, such as our mind, that God has given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, 
the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and 
supporters who truly care for us;  
Pray for:  The school building project; families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment:  
your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate Atkinson 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  

mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
"Finally, I have made it to the end of term!" So said one of our Year 7 students this week. The sentiment 
I completely understand; it has been a long, busy and exciting term.  
 
This week we have students at the Royal Easter Show with our cattle, along with many others competing 
with other animals over the show period. Our Year 9 Agriculture students, Year 11 Primary Industries 
students and other volunteers travelled to Cassilis on Thursday and Friday to do some fencing work on 
'Cassilis Park' after the recent bushfires. All of the donated plants will be delivered to Dunedoo over the 
two days as well. 
 
This week has also seen Principal's Lists handed out in Chapel. There were a large number of them, 
reflecting a positive start to the year. I encourage all students to think about the work they did this term 
and decide honestly if they deserved an award and to work for one next term. 
 
I would also like to wish William Peasley and Gemma O'Leary all the best for the robotics competition in 
Texas over the holidays. 
 
The end of this term also sees us farewell two of our much-loved secondary staff. On behalf of the 
secondary school I would like to wish Mrs Waddington and Mrs Wisemantel all the very best for the safe 
arrival of the new additions to their families.  
 
Finally, a big thank you and congratulations to all secondary students who have worked hard to make this 
a fantastic term. Let's aim high and make Term Two even better than Term One. 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
"Aim for the moon, if you miss you may hit a star." W.Clement Stone 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Maggie Dent reminds us in her article, "The Little Things are the Big Things: Building Resilience"  
 
 ‘…...that the early years of a child’s life have always been important. However, it is not only the 
child’s physical and intellectual development that is developing rapidly in the first years of life it is the 
emotional and social aspects. Most of the important developments are invisible and difficult to 
measure. Often the little things are the big things. Children still need the basics, plenty of loving 
interaction  with significant people who care for them, enormous amounts of play and opportunities to 
make mistakes and learn from them.’ 
 
With this in mind enjoy your Easter and school holidays. Make sure you include lots of play 
opportunities and loving interactions. Thank you everyone for a fantastic Term 1.  

 
 



School Notices 
 

PRIMARY SRC LEADERS 
Congratulations to our Primary SRC leaders, Year 3 to Year 5, who 
were presented with their SRC badges in Chapel earlier this week. 
These students have been meeting each Tuesday during the term to 
discuss important issues pertaining to the Primary School and 
coming up with some great new ideas and suggestions as to how to 
make a difference!  
 
 
From L—R:  
BACK: Lanni Ryan, Lachie Hails, Daniel Crowther, Alice Walsh 
FRONT: Will Darling, Audrey Pringle 
 

 
 
 
 
SECONDARY SRC PLANT DRIVE 
The SRC have supported Haydon Edmonds and Tim Caslick’s initiative to collect some plants for the victims 
of the recent fires. Through various activities $150.00 was raised and a number of plants have been 
brought into school and will soon be delivered to Dunedoo. We are also grateful to The Scone Potting Shed 
for their generous donation of plants. 
 
Anne Maree Foote  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ANZAC DAY  25 APRIL  
 
A reminder if your child/ren wish to represent the School at either a March or a Dawn Service, please let 
the School know either through the Skoolbag or by returning the Permission Note previously sent out to all 
families.  Please indicate whether they will attend a March or a Dawn Service or, as some families are 
doing, both. 

 
 



Community Notices 



 



 



Community Notices & News 
 
 

For Your Diary 
Term 1 
Monday, 30 January to Friday, 7 April 
 
Week 10 (B) 
Friday 7 April 
Steer Showing Year 10 Ag, at Sydney Show return 
Merriwa Fencing – Year 9 Ag + - return 
TAS Rugby Carnival U12s 
 
End of Term 1  
 
Term 2—Monday, 24 April to Friday, 23 June 
 
Week 1 (A) 
Monday 24 April 
School resumes 
Year 11 First Aid Course 
Tuesday 25 April 
ANZAC Day—Public Holiday 
Wednesday 26 April 
Whole School Cross Country at Glenbawn Dam 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 27 April 
AICES Touch Football 
Year 10 Commerce & Year 11 Bus Studies Mock 
Trial at Scone Court House 
Friday 28 April 
Open Day & Secondary Experience Day 
Aberdeen Horse Sports 
CIS Secondary Swimming 
KYCK Youth Convention to 30 April 
 
Week 2 (B) 
Monday 1 May 
HRIS Secondary Open Gala Football 
Scone Horse Sports 
EnEx – Years 5 & 6 at BTC 
Tuesday 2 May 
EnEx – Year 7 at BTC 
HRIS Secondary Rugby Trials 
HRIS Secondary Open Netball Trials 
CIS Secondary Swimming 
Wednesday 3 May 
Year 11 Geography to the Wetlands 
Thursday 4 May 
HRIS Prim / Sec Cross-Country 
Friday 5 May 
Year 9 Agriculture to TOCAL 

Canteen Roster  

 
Term 1  
Monday, 30 January to Friday, 7 April 
 
Week 10 (B) 
Friday 7 April 
Fiona Bailey, Amanda Dowell, Emma Burnett 
 
A very special thank you to our 
wonderful volunteers and we look 
forward to working with you again in 
Term 2.  Jenny & Fiona 
 
End Term 1 
 
 
Term 2 – Monday 24 April to Friday 23 June 
 
Week 1 (A) 
Monday 24 April 
Jenny Crackett, Sinead Scott 
Tuesday 25 April 
ANZAC Day—Public Holiday 
Wednesday 26 April 
Whole School Cross Country 
Thursday 27 April 
Fiona Bailey, Katie McCann 
Friday 28 April 
Fiona Bailey, Jaymie Allan, Rachel Northam 
 
Week 2 (B) 
Monday 1 May 
Jenny Crackett, Kelly Malone 
Tuesday 2 May 
Fiona Bailey, Helen Smith 
Wednesday 3 May 
Fiona Bailey, Sarah Stanford 
Thursday 4 May 
Fiona Bailey, Pip Baker 
Friday 5 May 
Jenny Crackett, Emma Burnett, Katie King 

   


