
Thursday 11 May, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
What a wonderful Fete! 
 
Thank you to everyone who was able to contribute to a fantastic day 
for the Horse Festival Parade and our Fete and Markets. Everything 
went very smoothly and everyone was able to enjoy the day. 
 
It was special to commence the day with the Parade float being 
awarded ‘Best School Float’ and The Yellow Cottage Float achieving a 
‘Highly Commended’.  
 
The crowd may have been down but they certainly flowed down to 
school to be fed, enjoy the entertainment and shop on Market Street. 
We were certainly blessed with a beautiful day to enjoy in the School’s 
grounds. 
 

A huge Thank You to the Fete Committee for all their work in getting this major event running so 
well. 
 
NAPLAN 
The NAPLAN Testing appears to have run smoothly this week. Many students were concerned 
about these test. We have encouraged them just to do their best as it is only one measure of their 
growth and development and shouldn’t be seen as the be-all and end-all.  
 
Indian Exchange 
Please consider hosting one of the Indian boys during next term. We have three boys arriving from 
the Welham Boys’ School for the whole of Term 3. The families who have opened their homes in 
the past have really valued the opportunity and had praise for their guests. If you are considering 
hosting and would like to know more, please make contact with Mr Josh Noble. 
 
Pupil Free Day 
A reminder that no students are required at school on Friday 12 May, due to the half-day Public 
Holiday for Scone. 
 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
This week, our students in Years 3 and 5, (together with our Secondary students in 
Years 7 and 9), participated in NAPLAN.   
I want to share this letter with you again, sent by a UK Primary Head Teacher to her 
students following their participation in a UK equivalent of NAPLAN.   
As we think about our child/children, NAPLAN, their results and their other school or 
home activities, this is a wonderful message about what’s important and what’s at the 
heart of education and learning! 

 
Dear Charlie Owen  
Please find enclosed your ... test results. We are very proud of you as you demonstrated huge amounts 
of commitment and tried your very best during this tricky week. 
However, we are concerned that these tests do not always assess all of what it is that make each of you 
special and unique. The people who create these tests and score them do not know each of you the way 
your teachers do, the way I hope to, and certainly not the way your families do. 
They do not know that many of you speak two languages. They do not know that you can play a musical 
instrument, or that you can dance or paint a picture. They do not know that your friends count on you to 
be there for them, or that your laughter can brighten the dreariest day. 
They do not know that you write poetry or songs, play or participate in sports, wonder about the future, 
or that sometimes you take care of your little brother or sister after school. 
They do not know that you have travelled to a really neat place, or that you know how to tell a great 
story, or that you really love spending time with special family members and friends. 
They do not know that you can be trustworthy, kind or thoughtful, and that you try, every day, to be 
your very best … the scores you get will tell you something, but they will not tell you everything. 
So enjoy your results and be very proud of these, but remember, there are many ways of being smart. 

-o0o- 
 
I would like to express my sincere thank you, on behalf of all Primary staff and students, to all those 
parents (together with many staff and students) who contributed so generously with their time and 
efforts last Saturday at the SGS Fete and particularly to Mrs Yvonne Clerke, Mrs Katie McCann, the Fete 
Committee and the Class Liaison parents.  It was such a wonderful day!   
 
Congratulations to Mrs Patterson, Mrs Jones and all those involved on the Primary Staff team, for their 
dedication and hard work in organising a very successful SGS Float for this year’s Horse Festival Parade.  
The SGS entry won the award for Best School Float and, with the staff and students decked out in a Star 
Wars theme, it certainly looked spectacular.  This is always a very special opportunity for students to 
participate in and I do value the work staff put in to make this so enjoyable.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next week there is a community ‘Transition To School’ evening, on Thursday, 18 May, at the UHSC 
Administration Centre, Liverpool Street. Scone.  This community initiative is being hosted by the Upper 
Hunter Shire Council ‘Children’s Services’.  If you are a parent of pre-school aged children or know others 
in this category, I would encourage you to attend.  (There is a brochure included with the Newsletter.) 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
If a bottle of lemonade became a teacher, what subject would it teach?  Fizzical fitness. 
Patient – “Doctor, Doctor, My hair keeps falling out.  Can you give me something to keep it in?” 
Doctor – “Sure. What about this paper bag?” 
 
Congratulations to Hugo Fernandes (Year 3 Gold), Bridie O’Neill (Year 4 Gold), Charlton Hall (Year 4 
Gold), Georgia Henderson (Year 2 Blue) and Jennie McGrath (Year 3 Gold), who are all celebrating 
birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these students all the best as they enjoy this happy occasion 
and share this special time with their family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P—12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

This week I would like to highlight a book that could be of great value to you as a parent. I learnt of this 
book at a recent conference that focused upon positive education. The book is titled ‘The Strength Switch’ 
by Dr Lea Waters. You may have heard of Dr Waters and her work with Kambrya College in the recent TV 
Documentary ‘Revolution School’. This book explains the advantages of focusing on our children’s 
strengths rather than always trying to correct their weaknesses.  

This book highlights the approach we are endeavouring to take with your young person here at Scone 
Grammar School; focusing on your child or teen’s strengths and building a stronger ‘person’. By showing 
us how to throw the ‘strength switch’, Dr Lea Waters demonstrates how we can help young people build 
resilience, optimism and achievement. In a recent review of this book we learn that “As a strength-based 
scientist for more than 20 years, Waters has seen how this approach enhances self-esteem and energy in 
both children and teenagers – and how parents find it an exciting and rewarding way to raise them.” 
“With many suggestions for specific techniques to interact with your children, Waters demonstrates how 
to discover their strengths and talents, use positive emotions as a resource, build strong brains, and even 
how to deal with problem behaviour and talk about difficult situations and emotions.” ‘The Strength 
Switch’ will show parents that a small shift can yield enormous results! We share a common goal with 
you: to unlock your young person’s potential by helping them build their strengths. I commend this book 
to you as a valuable source of guidance and encouragement as we partner in this responsibility.   

This book can be pre-ordered (available May 29), via many reputable booksellers. 

In Prayer this week:  

Reflect on: 1 Peter 4:10 

Give thanks for: God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way 
to be friends with God; the Fete; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us. 

Pray for: For the school building project; For families and students who are ill or struggling at the 
moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer requests can be sent to 
prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not published in newsletter)  

 
Rev’d Nate 

natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%253A10&version=NIV
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
It was fantastic to see everyone at the Fete on Saturday enjoying the delightful weather. What a lot of 
people don’t see is all the work that goes on behind the scenes. Yes, we all know it happens but being in 
the middle of a group of students and staff working for hours non-stop in the kitchen on Friday gives a 
true understanding of how delightful our students can be. The teamwork and perseverance they 
displayed in the kitchen and during set up demonstrated that our Grammar Minds focus for Term 1 
achieved its goals. 
 
NAPLAN this week has also allowed us to see students doing their best. While NAPLAN does give us some 
important information about our students, it is only a snapshot of what they were like on the day of the 
test. The conversations coming out of the test have, however, brightened my week. Students walking out 
talking positively about how much they knew and with smiles on their faces is, as far as I am concerned, 
a step in the right direction. 
 
There have also been lots of conversations among students this week about the Netflix series “13 
Reasons Why”. I don’t have Netflix and I haven’t seen it, however, I have read a lot about the show and I 
would like to encourage any parents whose children have seen it to discuss it with them. The show has 
some very graphic and very confronting scenes and students should discuss these with their families. 
There is also the possibility that season two will be out soon. 
 
Next week we are half-way through the term and that means that staff will meet each morning to discuss 
all of our students in Mid Term Reviews. Tutors will then give feedback to their tutor groups. We find this 
to be an informative week, so please ask your children about the feedback they receive. 
 

Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
“We keep moving forward, opening new doors, and doing new things, because we're curious 
and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths.” Walt Disney 

 

 

 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

We are very proud to say our float won Highly Commended this year. It looked spectacular. This was 
due to lots of help from a hard working team. A huge thank you to the parents, staff and staff 
members’ husbands that worked hard to make our float look so fantastic. We worked into the dark on 
Friday night. A special mention to Sasha Gleeson for painting the R2D2 and Darth Vader that sat pride 
of place on the back and the front of the truck. A huge thanks to the MacCallum family for donating 
the hay we all sat on. Fred Cook does an incredible job every year driving the truck for us, helping us 
construct the float, we love having him as part of our team each year. A huge thank you to Parker's 
family for loaning us the truck each year.  
 
Finally, we need to pay tribute to the incredible TYC staff who embrace the float mission each year. 
They give up their personal time to come in and work on the float. They spend hours brainstorming 
and creating and they do it for the joy it provides on the day. They are a super team.  
What makes it all worthwhile is the ride on Saturday morning. It is one of the highlights of the year. 
The truck is filled with excited children, family members and the awesome TYC team. 
The National Quality Standards state that every preschool service should build relationships and 
engage with the local community. The Horse Parade is a major community event we are 
proud to take part in.  
 
Please don’t forget to join us for National Families Week celebrations 
next week every day at 2.00pm.  
 
 
 



Come and Visit The Yellow Cottage 



Message from Yvonne Clerke, 2017 Fete Co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2017 Fete & Markets are done and dusted for another year. There are so many thank you’s to be said 
but I would like to make special mention of the following group of people who have been instrumental in 
making this year’s Fete happen. 
 

 P&F Secretary, Katie McCann who has been my ‘right hand man’ and managed all things to do with 
the Fete and so calmly covered my role while I was away; 

 P&F Treasurer, Erryn Day who has been so supportive to both Katie and myself, and super efficient 
with the money handling side of things; 

 New parent, Cameron Parry who took on the role of managing the Markets and Stall Holders this 
year. Cam did a fantastic job and has already offered some great ideas for us to work on to make 
the Markets even better next year; 

 All the Class Liaison Parents – without your help and organisation the food stalls would not run 
nearly as smoothly or be half as much fun; 

 To the SGS Maintenance Team – Rob Tes and Peter Easthope – for all your patience and heavy 
lifting, moving and moving again – thank you! 

 To all the parents, grandparents, carers and extended family members who baked, helped with 
setting up and pulling down, worked on stalls, ……thank you. Your assistance and support is so 
valuable and always appreciated. 

  
The lucky Raffle winners for 2017 are: 

 
Taronga Zoo Experience - A Casey                              
The $500 Cottage Voucher - M Pratley                                  
Prada Ladies Sunglasses - J De Cruz                           
Dolce Gabbana Sunglasses - A Hint                              
Aaron Henry Optometry Voucher  - P & A Barnes                  
La Bella Beauty Pack - M Seale                                      
Belmore Hotel Dinner Voucher - A Badenhorst 
Pukara Gift Box -  T Murphy 
Godolphin Stud Tour - A Badenhorst 
Belmore Hotel Breakfast - P & A Barnes  
‘The Herd’ Gift Pack  - J Payne 
 

***The Cupcake Competition winner is Rory Flanagan in Year 1. The judges loved how Rory embraced the 
‘Celebrating our Local Services’ theme for this year’s Fete.   

 
***The ‘Draw Your Hero’ Competition is currently being judged and w inners w ill be announced 
very soon. So many fantastic entries to go through.  

 
Lastly, a final profit figure will be announced to the School within the next couple of weeks. We are still 
waiting on a few outstanding invoices before we arrive at a final figure. Watch this space! 

 
Once again, on behalf of the Fete Committee, thank you for supporting the 2017 SGS Fete &  Markets. If 
anyone has any suggestions or fresh ideas as to what we could introduce next year to make the Fete even 
better, please do not hesitate to let myself or any of the Fete Committee know. 
  
Thank you all once again. 
 Yvonne Clerke  



 
 

SGS Float 
Winner of 
Scone & 
Upper 
Hunter 

Float for 
2017 



Sport News 
 
HRIS Cross Country 
 
A fantastic day of competition was held on Thursday, 4 May at the HRIS Cross Country. Approximately 
100 students from both Primary and Secondary travelled to Avondale College to compete. The 
conditions were perfect for running, with the weather slightly cooler than it has been. Secondary placed 
12th overall and Primary placed 7th overall, each out of 16 schools. 
 
To gain entry into the HRIS team for Secondary and compete at AICES, runners needed to finish in the 
top 10. Each event consisted of 80 other competitors. Congratulations to the following students: 
 

Harriette Firth  12 year girls  8th 
Laura Smith  12 year girls  10th  
Tyler Kelly   14 year boys 10th  
Wyatt Smith   15 year boys  4th  
Anna Atkinson 16 year girls 5th  
Alex Catzikiris  16 year boys 9th  
Shannon Nichols 17 year girls  9th  
Elizabeth Croaker 18 year girls  6th  

 
To gain entry into the HRIS team and compete at CIS for Primary, the runners needed to finish in the 
top 15. Once again our runners were up against 80 other competitors. The Carnival started with our 8 
year old students and 9 year old students. We had some great results in this age group. Isabelle Burke 
placed 7th in her age group but, unfortunately, although the 8 year olds and 9 year olds run separately 
on the day, they are competing against one another on time. For this reason, Isabelle won’t be going 
further this year. Congratulations to the following students who will be going on to CIS: 
 

Will Darling   8-9 year boys 8th  
Tom Hill  8-9 year boys 15th  
Ellen Barnes  10 year girls  8th  
Harry Warner  10 year boys 3rd  
Hugo Firth  10 year boys 4th  
Lachlan Hails  10 year boys 13th  
Lottie Firth  11 year girls 3rd  
Sofia Edlington  11 year girls 11th 
Archie Martin  11 year boys 8th 
Max Patterson 11 year boys 11th 
Hunter Ryan  12 year boys 2nd  
Joshua Crowther 12 year boys 12th  

 
We also had the 10 Year and 12 Year boys win their Age Champion team and for this reason Josh 
Chopin, Braedon Hails and Daniel O’Regan will also be joining the team down at CIS.  
 
AICES will be held on Monday, 5 June 2017 at the Sydney International Equestrian Centre, Saxony 
Road, Horsley Park.   
 
CIS will be held on Thursday, 15 June 2017 at Eastern Creek International Raceway. 
 
Further information to come. 
 
Miss Day 



Sports News Cont’d 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HRIS Netball and Rugby Union Trials 

On Tuesday, May 2, four students tried out for HRIS teams. Anna Atkinson trialled against approximately 
40 other girls for the Secondary Open Girls’ HRIS Netball team and Matt Smart, Edward Bell and Conor 
Edwards for the 16’s Rugby Union team. These trials are extremely tough each year but it shows that 
our students have many talents, because all four students were selected in their teams. They will now 
compete with their teams at the AICES level. We wish them all the best at this level and congratulate 
them on a wonderful achievement.  

Miss Day 

HRIS Cross Country 2017 



Equestrian News 
 
The following students will be competing at Quirindi Horse Sports: – 
 
Olivia MacCallum, Alex Bishop, Charlie Mitchell, Elliot Bull, Harry Warner, Angus and Lilla Stanford, 
Emme Mitchell, Oliver and Thomas Dart, Grace Stenhouse, Harrison and Paige Baxter, Olivia and 
Georgia Thrift, Laura Smith and Prunella Hayes. 
 
Entry forms for the Scone Grammar School Stock Horse Challenge and Camp Draft to be held on 
Monday, 26 June are on the website – entries close Tuesday, 13 June. If you wish to participate in the 
Camp Draft Weekend School on 24/25 June, please contact me directly. 
 
There are still spaces available for the Show Jump Weekend School on 27/28 May.  Coaches are 
Miriam Henry and Marcia Williamson.  Please contact me directly if you wish to participate. 
 
Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-ordinator 
adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

Congratulations Mrs Brennan & Mr Berry 
Congratulations to our Secondary PE teacher Mrs Chris Brennan who competed in the NSW State 
Masters Rowing at Olympic Park on the weekend. Mrs Brennan competed in the 'F' category which 
covers the age group for 60 to 64, and excelled in all events, winning a Bronze medal in the Single 
Skull, Silver in the Doubles and Gold in the Quad. Mrs Brennan was also eligible to row up an age 
group, 65 to 69, and won another Gold in the Women's Quad. The School is very lucky to have Mrs 
Brennan as our Rowing Co-ordinator - we are in good hands for improving our team’s rowing skills. 
 

Congratulations also to retiring staff member, Mr Adrian Berry for being recognised for his Long 
Service to the Duke of Edinburgh’s International Awards Scheme. Mr Berry travelled to Parliament 
House on 3 May to be presented with his Award, acknowledging 16 Years of Service. As a school we 
are very fortunate to be able to offer Duke of Edinburgh as an extra curricular activity for Secondary 
students. When Mr Berry first commenced at SGS in 2001, D of E was operating but most students 
organised the programme on their own. The School has since had 50 students who have gained their 
Bronze and Silver Awards and 12 students who have achieved their Gold Award, which is a 12 month 
commitment. Mr Berry acknowledged the parental assistance he has received, especially with 
transportation and especially Annie Rodgers who has been most supportive over the years.  

Congratulations Mr Berry and Mrs Brennan! 

 

 

mailto:adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Family Home Stays for Indian Exchange Students 
Each year Scone Grammar School exchange with The Welham School from India. This year we will 
receive 3 boys for Term 3. 
 
In the past, the School community have offered accommodation for the boys. The Indian boys rate the 
home stay as the best part of their exchange. Their home life is organised quite differently. It is a most 
interesting time for all concerned. 
I would be happy to receive enquiries from interested families who think they might be able to 
accommodate a student for some or all of the time. Families do not have to have children who are the 
same age as the Indian boys. They have enjoyed the company of all members of the host family. 
 
At weekends activities are either organised for the boys to meet up or they can enjoy whatever might 
be happening within the family. Please contact either Mr. Noble or myself to receive further details as 
to this most valuable cultural experience. 
 
Mr. Adrian Berry / Mr Josh Noble 
aberry@sgs.nsw.edu.au / jnoble@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
Organising Teachers 
 

School Photos 
School photos will take place on Wednesday 17 June 2017.  
 
Full winter uniform is to be worn on this day. An envelope will be sent home with your child today or 
Monday to enable you to place your order. 
 
Please make sure your payment is included when you return your envelope. One payment for the 
whole family is possible. Please make sure you note on each of the envelopes in which envelope you 
have placed the family payment together with that child’s Year and Class/House.  There are 
instructions on each envelope.  This will make tracking the payments easier. 
 
School Family Photo Envelopes are available from the Primary & Secondary Administration Offices.  
These photos will be taken in the MPR from 12.15 pm on the day.  Eldest Child is to have the photo 
order with them. 
 
Primary students please return your envelopes to your Class Teacher prior to photo day. 
 
Secondary students you are to bring your photo order with you on the day and hand to the 
photographer doing your individual photo. 
 
If you have any queries please contact either Administration Office. 
 

Milkshakes for Sale—Monday 15 May—$2.00 each 
The Variety Bash led by the Wallace Family do a variety of activities to raise money to help 

sick children. Grammar Grind has joined forces with Variety Bash & The 
Wallace Family. 
 
The Grammar Grind Cafe will be selling milkshakes on Monday 
morning, 15 May from 8.15am to 9.30am and again at recess time. 
      CHOCOLATE, STRAWBERRY & CARAMEL 

 
Please send your children to school with some pocket money so they can have a yummy milkshake and 
also help a worthy cause. All money from the day’s sales will be donated to Variety Bash. 
  
 
 
 
 



Community Notices 



 

Kids Club and Explorers are back!!!! 
 
What is it?       Kids club….4 afternoons of fun - games, craft, activities, 
                          food and finding out more about Jesus 
                          Explorers …For older children 
                          Exploring questions and what the Bible really says,  
                          activities, food and fun. 
 
Who’s it for?    Kids club is for children in years K – 3 
                          Explorers is for children in years 4 -6 
 
When is it?       3.15pm – 5pm on Mondays 29 May & 5, 19, 26 June 
        (Not on 12 June public holiday!!) 
 
Where is it?      St Luke’s Hall, Scone. 
    Kids club and Explorers have afternoon tea together and 
    may share some activities but will be in separate groups 
    both at St Luke’s Hall. 
    Children from Scone Grammar School can be accompanied 
    to the hall.  
    Please state arrangements clearly on registration form. 
 
How do I join?  Registration forms are attached to the flyer. Flyers are 
    available at and should be returned to the Primary school 
    office. There are limited places. These are allocated in  
    date order when completed forms are received. All children 
    must be registered in advance by Thursday 18 May.  
 
How do I find out more? Phone Jenny on 0409 818977 
 

 



Community Notices & News 
 
 

For Your Diary 
 
Monday, 24 April to Friday, 23 June 
 
Week 3 (A) 
Friday, 12 May 
Scone Cup – Pupil free day 
 
Week 4 (B) 
Monday, 15 May 
Variety Bash Milkshake Fundraiser (before school & 
recess) 
CIS Boys' & Girls' Primary Hockey 
Tuesday, 16 May 
Year 11 Drama Excursion to Opera House 
Sing Out Loud Together – Stathearn, Year 6G 
Gideons visit to Year 7 
Wednesday, 17 May 
School Photos 
CIS Rugby League Trials 
HICES Debating - Round 3 
Thursday, 18 May 
Years 11 & 12 Meningococcal Vaccination 
Friday, 19 May 
Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod – 
Ensembles 
Quirindi Horse Sports’ Day 
 
Week 5 (A) 
Monday 22 May 
Lovebites Programme – Years 7 to 12 
Tuesday 23 May 
Year 8 English “Midsummer Night's Dream” 
North West Primary 7s Rugby Comp Qualif 2 
Sing Out Loud Together – Strathearn, Year 6G 
ICAS Subject Competition – Digital Technologies 
Wednesday 24 May 
National Simultaneous Reading Time 
AICES Secondary Rugby 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 25 May 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze (Year 9 students) 
 – return 26 May 
AICES Secondary Open Netball 
Friday 26 May 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze (Year 9 students) return 
Year 7 French Excursion to Newcastle 
Variety Bash Visit 
HSC Seminar Day – Singleton High School 
Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod – Choirs 
 
Week 6 (B) 
Sunday 28 & Monday 29 May 
Year 12 Geography Excursion 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 2 – Monday 24 April to Friday 23 June 
 
 
Week 3 (A) 
Friday 12 May 
Scone Cup Day—Pupil Free Day 
 
Week 4 (B) 
Monday 15 May 
Jenny Crackett, Amanda Paradice 
Tuesday 16 May 
Jenny Crackett, Mandy Kennedy 
Wednesday 17 May 
Jenny Crackett, Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 18 May 
Fiona Bailey, Charlotte Parry-Okden 
Friday 19 May 
Fiona Bailey, Erryn Day, Amanda Dowell 
 
Week 5 (A) 
Monday 22 May 
Jenny Crackett,     XXXX 
Tuesday 23 May 
Fiona Bailey, Pip Baker 
Wednesday 24 May 
Fiona Bailey, Amelia Wilkinson 
Thursday 25 May 
Jenny Crackett, Pip Bishop 
Friday 26 May 
Jenny Crackett, Dianna Gillett, Rachel Northam 
 
XXXX  Helper required please 


