
Thursday 18 May, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
As we continue to encourage our students to take greater 
responsibility for their learning and to focus on building their learning 
dispositions, the Grammar Minds Committee have prepared a set of 
posters. These posters name the dispositions, the learning language 
and give a brief summary of what each one is. These eye catching 
posters have been put up all around the school to remind us of how 
we can become more powerful learners.  
 
We are certainly back into full swing following a wonderful Horse 
Festival. It is good to see the focus on learning and the special 
opportunities being taken up by students. 
 
We have again received very positive comments on the exceptional 
qualities of our students. The Hospitality students received very 

positive feedback on their involvement in the Scone Cup functions and the Debating Team on their 
behaviour at the dinner stop on their return from the Central Coast. 
 
I am attending the service of Praise and Thanksgiving for the Ministry of Bishop Greg Thompson 
on Sunday evening. Our thoughts and prayers go with Bishop Greg as he leaves his role as the 
Bishop of Newcastle.  
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 

 
 
 
 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
This week, we have enjoyed School Photo Day.  Photos of the Primary Leaders and the SRC will now be 
taken on the day of Sports Photos later in the year.  As school photos become available and are 
distributed to families, we would ask that class photos not be uploaded to social media sites.  Thank you 
for your assistance. 
   
This week, teachers have also been involved in Mid-Term Reviews. These are shared staff 
discussions, which give us an opportunity to think about all students, giving attention to each one as an 
individual, focussing particularly on aspects of pastoral care, as opposed areas of academic development.  
Our desire is to get to know the students as individuals and together to work hard at encouraging and 
nurturing them as they grow, develop their friendships, build their self-confidence and discover God’s plan 
for their lives.  I have appreciated the work of the teachers in preparing for these reviews and know they 
will be very helpful as we continue our journey together during the year. 
 
Through an initiative of the Arts Health Institute called ‘Sing Out Loud Together’, our Year 6 students 
have again been given the opportunity during 2017 to explore and share a wonderful creative experience 
with the residents of Strathearn Village in Scone.  The Arts Health Institute is an organisation that 
facilitates national programmes designed to bring the arts into health and aged care environments.  Their 
belief is that the arts enrich our lives and that when we are ill or infirm, we need this creative 
engagement more than ever.  They believe the arts help humanise institutions and are vital in providing 
quality in care, and in this context, they seek to bring creativity to care.  I’m sure we all appreciate this 
perspective.  This term, Year 6 Gold students have been travelling to Strathearn Village each Tuesday for 
a session in which they sing and share stories together with the residents.  The students, together with 
their Strathearn ‘buddies’, are working towards a concert, which will be presented at Strathearn Village 
later in the term.  This is a very special programme and we do acknowledge the support of Strathearn 
Village and The Arts Health Institute to enable our students to participate. 
 
The ICAS Digital Technologies Competition will be held next week on Tuesday, 23 May, for all registered 
students. We will be supervising these students in the MPR as they complete the competition paper.   
 
…a little piece of SGS history (Mr Feeney’s ‘Show and Tell’) 

During the last school holidays, I found this interesting piece of cedar 
furniture for sale in an antique shop on the NSW South Coast.  It came 
from a property called ‘Runnyford’, near Nelligen, where it was originally 
used as a tally box in a cheese factory located on the property.  It was lined 
in newspaper sheets from the broadsheet ‘The Farmer and Settler’, which 
was published in Sydney, NSW, between 1906 and 1957.   
 
 

 
After a closer look at the newspaper 
inside the cedar tally box, I was 
intrigued to found the following 
advertisement: 
… a little piece of SGS history! 
 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
What did the Spanish bullfighter say to his chickens? 
Oh, lay! 
 
What made the turkey dance? 
It saw the fox trot! 
 
Congratulations to Ellen Barnes (Years 4 Blue), Belle Gough (Year 5 Gold), Harrison O’Neill (Year 6 Blue) 
and Angus Johnson (Year 2 Gold), who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these 
students all the best as they enjoy this happy occasion and share this special time with their family and 
friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
What is the role of ‘Peer Support’ at Scone Grammar School? You may have heard the phrase used by 
your son or daughter to explain a particular event in school time or as a general description for a number 
of ways we order school life to facilitate ‘students looking after students’; both descriptors are correct! 
The philosophy that underpins ‘peers supporting peers’ opportunities in our school is a meaningful 
component to our well-being strategy, which seeks to make the most of a positive approach to the 
building up of our young people.  
 
 
 
 
Peer Support in Primary School 
The concept of ‘Peer Support’ is one we believe holds genuine value for our students. The ideals of our 
formally run ‘Primary Peer Support Programme’ is that it encourages young people to recognise their 
qualities and strengths, acknowledges their achievements, identifies the people who can provide them 
with support and develops a range of coping strategies for life’s challenges. This formal Primary 
programme takes place fortnightly on Wednesdays for a period at a time. In these formal sessions, Year 
6 students act as Peer Support leaders, supervised by a teacher, each facilitating structured activities with 
multi-aged groups of approx. 8-10 students. This programme is one way we can provide a safe 
environment for students to address social issues and practise dealing proactively with life experiences. 
As students converse together, positive relationships, connectedness and a sense of responsibility (all key 
ingredients of positive well-being!) are promoted. When it comes to well-being strategies, consistency in 
language and practice across our P-12 school provides students with a sense of confidence and trust in 
our care.  
  
Peer Support in Secondary School 
This model of Peer Support is also actively practised in our Year 6 to Kindergarten ‘buddy system’ and 
through into secondary schooling where we match Year 7 and Year 11 together as mentors, starting with 
our Year 7 and 11 camp in Term 1. To capitalise on this strategy, we also organise our Pastoral Care 
tutor groups in a similar way; each tutor teacher acting as a mentor to a group of 8-12 students ranging 
from Year 7 to Year 12. These groups meet each morning and once a week for a formal period together, 
gathering to learn together about a worthwhile topic for personal growth. This allows an opportunity for 
our tutors to actively promote positive peer to peer engagement and support.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Ephesians 4:32  
Give thanks for: God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way 
to be friends with God; For the gift of relationships; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for 
us 
Pray for: Upcoming exams for Year 7-10; For the school building project; For families and students who 
are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer requests can be 
sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not published in 
newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%253A32
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
While many members of the community spent Friday morning getting ready for the races, the staff spent 
the morning engaged in some interesting professional development. Days like this always make me think 
about my teaching and I really value the conversations that just happen during these days. It is one of 
these conversations I wish to share this week. We spent a considerable amount of time looking at how 
we have been teaching our Grammar Minds words and we kept discussing resilience, perseverance and 
growth.  
 
We all know that we learn from our mistakes but for so long we have rewarded students for a perfect, 
neat and tidy piece of work. No more in my classes. I have always encouraged students to show their 
working but it will be more than encouragement from now on, working and mistakes are vital to keep 
learning.  
 
I have also spent some time looking at The Learning Pit. As shown below, it's about making mistakes, 
'failing' but then learning how to improve and it becomes fun and rewarding. 
 
So as a first step, how do parents help their students see mistakes and start to learn from them? Don't let 
them hide their mistakes, no white out, no liquid paper, in fact I would love to see a school with no liquid 
paper type products in it at all.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Quote of the week 
 
"A person who never made a mistake never tried anything new." Albert Einstein 
 
Make bold mistakes this week. 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
www.dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

This term is all about developing our children into resourceful learners.  
 
This week at The Yellow Cottage we have been celebrating our families, as a part of National Families’ 
Week. For a young child one of the major resources they have accessible to them to assist in their 
learning, wonder and inquiry as they grow and develop is their family. It was a pleasure to listen to 
The Yellow Cottage children share their preschool environment with their special visitors. There were 
many lovely questions and wisdom exchanged between the visitors and the children. It was a  special  
reminder as we move through this term the importance of families in a child’s learning journey.  
Thank you to all the family members who came to visit and share in our preschool this week.  
 
The NQS, Quality Area 6, focuses on collaborative relationships with families as a vital part of a quality 
early childhood education service. "Families are the primary influence in their children’s lives and also 
have strong beliefs and values regarding the education and care of their children, and the experiences 
in which their children should be able to participate. Effective relationships between educators and 
families are fundamental to the quality of education and care that children receive." Guide to NQF p. 
141. 
 
 



Curriculum Corner 
 
Term 2 has begun with a flourish of activity in the Music Department. The 
School Fete at the end of Week 2 provided an ideal occasion to showcase our 
Primary and Secondary Ensembles and Choirs.  All the students performed 
beautifully. Thank you to Mrs Saunders, Mrs Hunt, Mrs Kershaw, Ms Gibson, 
Mr Kennedy and Mrs Grabham for the fabulous work they do for our 
ensembles. 

 
If you were at the Scone Cup on Friday you would have heard our 
very own Holly MacDonald perform the National Anthem prior to the 
big race. Holly is in Year 8 and was given this wonderful opportunity 
after coming 2nd in the Amazing Voice competition at the Kia Ora 
Music Camp earlier this year. 
 
This week sees the start of the Eisteddfod season and on Friday our 
Instrumental Ensembles will be heading off to Muswellbrook to 
compete in the Muswellbrook and Upper Hunter Eisteddfod. Next 
Friday, 26 May, all Primary and Secondary Choirs will be performing. 
Many of our students will be competing individually in the Eisteddfod 
over the next 2 weekends in the Instrumental and Vocal sections and 
I wish them the best of luck. I am always keen to hear of any Eisteddfod results, so please drop me a 
quick email so we can celebrate our students’ successes here at school. 
 
Exciting things have been happening in the Music classroom. Several Year 7 students have taken up 
learning a new instrument in practical lessons. We have students playing Flutes, Clarinets, Saxophones and 
Trumpets and already they have put together a little band and performed an arrangement of “Uptown 
Funk”. This week Year 8 will be presenting their Movie theme performances for assessment. It is amazing 
to see and hear what these students have achieved in only a couple of months. 
 
Jason Buckley 
Head of Music Faculty 
jbuckley@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
“Together with a culture of work, there must be a culture of leisure as gratification. To put it 
another way: people who work must take the time to relax, to be with their families, to enjoy 
themselves, read, listen to music, play a sport.” Pope Francis 
 

Equestrian News 
Those students wishing to participate in the Show Jump Weekend must return the entry form to the 
School Office by next Monday, 22 May. 
 
Entry forms for the Camp Draft Weekend School (24/25 June) are on the website – this event is for Scone 
Grammar Students and siblings. It will be a wonderful opportunity to practice skills before the SGS 
Stockman’s Challenge and Camp Draft on the Monday, 26 June. 
 
Entry forms for both of these events must be in the school office my Tuesday, 13 June. 
 
Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-ordinator 
adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Duke of Edinburgh— Silver Award 
 
A number of students from SGS travelled to the Barrington Tops between the 11 and 13 of May to 
complete their preliminary Silver level award expedition.  
 
The students began their adventure at the junction of the Barrington Tops Forest Road and Barrington 
Trail. On the first day they had a gruelling walk to the Junction Pools, where they rested their weary legs 
and then camped for the night. The second day of the walk required them to walk to the picturesque 
Little Murray camp ground, via Narrow Plain, an isolated walking track that tested their navigation skills. 
Again they made camp among the mobs of wild Brumbies that frequent the area. The third and last day 
was possibly the hardest for some. Those that were struggling a little were ably supported by their team 
mates, reflecting the true spirit of the Award. The tired, but relieved trekkers were picked up at the 
Dingo Gate for the return trip to Scone, completing a final day walk of nearly 12 kilometres!  
 
The students involved were Year 10 students, Eloise Blayden, Katrina Gorman, Olivia Hamson, Aspyn 
Tanner, Conor Edwards and Matthew Smart. They were escorted onto the Tops by Mr Berry and Mr 
Garland.  
 
The next DoE expedition will be the qualifying expedition for the Bronze Award, which will take place on 
the 25 and 26 of May on the Barrington Tops. We wish this group the best of luck and favourable 
weather conditions.  
 
Mr Dan Garland 
DoE Co-ordinator 
dgarland@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 



Debating 
On Wednesday, May 17 the SGS Debating team travelled to Central Coast Grammar School with Mrs 
O'Regan and Mrs Moore for Round 3 of the HRIS Debating competition.  
 
The Junior team, trained by Mrs Trish Betts and consisting of Alexis Walsh, Destiny Wilton, Daniel 
O'Regan and Harry Goodhew  won their debate. The topic was 'That all upper primary students should 
perform community service.' They argued for the negative.  
 
One Middle team consisting of Hamish Guiana, Harriette Firth, Bridget Burnett, and Heidi Edlington 
debated against Newcastle Grammar School for the affirmative 'That PE should be compulsory 
throughout high school.' The second Middle team consisting of Adam Chesworth, Prue Hayes, Charlotte 
Heaton and Maxwell Seale had an excellent debate against Bishop Tyrell Anglican College. They too had 
the affirmative side for the above topic and also won their debate.  
 
Our Senior team had the difficult task of taking part in an impromptu debate against Lakes Grammar 
School. The topic, 'that senior students should be involved in policing school rules' was given to them 
one hour before the debate and the only aid they had was a dictionary. This team consisted of Conor 
Edwards,  Ruby Wong, Alby O'Regan and Hayley Cook. They had the affirmative argument and although 
they lost, they received excellent feedback to use for their final debate next month. It was a fabulous 
experience for all our students. I are extremely proud of all of these young people who were great 
ambassadors for SGS. Thanks also Patricia Sheeran who came along as chair/timekeeper. 
 
We are looking forward to Round 4 on June 13 at Hunter Valley Grammar School. 
 
Deb Moore   
 

Senior Drama 
On Tuesday, May 16, the Year 11 Drama class travelled to the Sydney Opera House to see Grin and 
Tonic Theatre Company’s production of the monodrama, “The 7 Stages of Grieving”, which we have just 
finished workshopping in class.  Seeing the play, and talking with the director and actress, was a 
wonderful adjunct to our study of the play. Being an audience in another theatre space also gives us an 
alternate view of how productions can be staged. 
 
Special thanks to Mrs Edwards for driving us to and from the venue. 
 
Maria English 
 
 
 

Debating Teams       Senior Drama Students 



Where Are They Now………….? 
…………...Past SGS Student Dominic Moore (‘06) 
 
It was a treat to have past student, Dominic Moore, (Mrs Deb Moore’s son) return to SGS to have an 
informal chat and share some tips with our Year 12 students about ‘life and opportunities after 
school’. 
 
Dominic started at Scone Grammar School in Year 6. While he couldn’t believe how much the School 
had grown, he shared many fond memories of his time at SGS – great teachers, friendships, school 
drama nights, and the Year 11 ski trip to Thredbo to name just a few. The one point Dominic did 
stress to the Year 12 students was even though they may reside in a small country town, the 
opportunities to thrive in big centres and cities are endless. 
 
Dominic has achieved great things since graduating from SGS in 2006. He enrolled in Sydney 
University in 2007, to study a Bachelor of Arts. To assist with becoming familiar with city life, Dominic 
resided on campus at St John’s College for 2 years. On completing his Bachelor of Arts, Dominic 
enrolled in Post Graduate Law at UTS for another 3 years. Upon graduation in 2014, Dominic joined 
the Department of Defence under a Graduate Trainee programme, where he came to specialise in 
International Policy. More recently Dominic has been living in Brisbane, employed as a Senior Policy 
Advisor to the Queensland Minister for Police, Fire, & Emergency Services. While having a short break 
catching up with family and friends, Dominic intends to return to the Department of Defence in 
Canberra in a Policy Advisory role. 
 
We thank Dominic for making the time to return to SGS and we wish Dominic all the very best in his 
next chapter of working life. 
 
 
 
 



Canteen Lunch Wallets Now Available 
……$11.00 available from Primary Admin or Canteen 
……..……..Variety of Colours 
 

 
Lost Keys…..Who do they belong 
to? Please contact Main Admin. 



Community Notice—Transition to School—TONIGHT 
 
 
 



 



Community Notices & News 
 
 

For Your Diary 
 
Term 2 – Monday 24 April to Friday 23 June 
 
 
Week 4 (B) 
Thursday, 18 May 
Years 11 & 12 Meningococcal Vaccination 
Friday, 19 May 
Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod – Ensem-
bles 
Quirindi Horse Sports’ Day 
UHSC Youth Council Meeting 
 
Week 5 (A) 
Monday 22 May 
Lovebites Programme – Years 7 to 12 
Tuesday 23 May 
Year 8 English “Midsummer Night's Dream” 
North West Primary 7s Rugby Comp Qualif 2 
Sing Out Loud Together – Strathearn, Year 6G 
ICAS Subject Competition – Digital Technologies 
Wednesday 24 May 
National Simultaneous Reading Time 
AICES Secondary Rugby 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 25 May 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze (Year 9 students) 
 – return 26 May 
AICES Secondary Open Netball 
Friday 26 May 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze (Year 9 students) return 
Year 7 French Excursion to Newcastle 
Variety Bash Visit 
HSC Seminar Day – Singleton High School 
Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod – Choirs 
 
Week 6 (B) 
Sunday 28 & Monday 29 May 
Year 12 Geography Excursion 
Monday 29 May 
Years 7 to 10 Exams commence to 31 May 
CIS Rugby Union Trials 
Tuesday 30 May 
Years 7 to 10 Exams to 31 May 
ICAS Subject Competition – Science 
Sing Out Loud Together – 6G 
Wednesday 31 May 
Shakespeare is Dead – Years 7 & 8 at SGS 
Thursday 1 June 
Secondary Athletics’ Carnival 
Friday 2 June 
Primary Athletics’ Carnival – Years 2 - 6 
Year 12 Business Studies Excursion 
Dorper Course Years 7-11 Ag – Overnight to  
Saturday, 3 June 
Coonabarabran Horse Expo to 6 June 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 2 – Monday 24 April to Friday 23 June 
 
 
Week 4 (B) 
Friday 19 May 
Fiona Bailey, Erryn Day, Amanda Dowell 
 
Week 5 (A) 
Monday 22 May 

Jenny Crackett,     XXXX 
Tuesday 23 May 
Fiona Bailey, Pip Baker 
Wednesday 24 May 
Fiona Bailey, Amelia Wilkinson 
Thursday 25 May 
Jenny Crackett, Pip Bishop 
Friday 26 May 
Jenny Crackett, Dianna Gillett, Rachel Northam 
 
Week 6 (B) 
Monday 29 May 
Jenny Crackett, Kelly Malone 
Tuesday 30 May 

Jenny Crackett     XXXX 
Wednesday 31 May 
Jenny Crackett, Belinda Sowter 
Thursday 1 June 
Fiona Bailey 
Secondary Athletics Carnival 
Friday 2 June 
Fiona Bailey 
Primary Athletics Carnival –Years 2 - 6 
 
XXXX Helper required please 


