
Thursday 25 May, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
In Chapel this week we considered how we learn from others and 
improve by working together. This is such an important aspect of 
school life. Not only do we learn to work together but we learn about 
the wide variety of people in our world and the different contribution 
each person can make to strengthen the whole. This doesn't always 
just happen, as we often drift to those that are similar to us. In the 
school context we have to learn to consider others and begin to 
understand the value of difference. The diversity strengthens us.  
 
Eisteddfod  
Many students have been representing us at the Muswellbrook and 
Upper Hunter Eisteddfod over the past few weeks. Our ensembles 
have performed very well in each section of the competition. It is a joy 

that we have such a broad range of ensembles performing in the school and at a high standard. 
 
Indian billets 
We are still seeking families to host an Indian exchange student next term. I have asked parents 
who have experienced hosting a student to share with you the value they have found in having 
this opportunity. Mrs Catherine Chicken and Mrs Alison Sedgwick’s words are below. Please 
consider hosting a student. If you would like more information, please contact me or Mr Josh 
Noble. 
 
 ‘”Myself and my family were very fortunate to have had the opportunity to host two Indian  
 students during our time at SGS. We had Junaid Jan come to live with us in 2014 and Anmol 
 Sani came to stay with us last year in Term 3. They were both funny, intelligent, cheerful  
 and extremely polite. The dinner table became a very animated and lively discussion place, 
 my children asking questions about the boy’s backgrounds and families. They had a great 
 time comparing school life and home life between the two countries. My children gained an 
 understanding and tolerance of another  culture and two different religions.  We rediscovered 
 our local area through their eyes and gained a deeper appreciation for what we have 
 around us.  It opened our  eyes to another world and culture in a much more detailed way 
 then a two week visit ever could. The boys were both excellent role models to my 12 year  
 old son . They involved him in all their activities and helped him with his school work. I think 
 the exchange program has enriched all our lives and left us all with some fond and long  
 lasting memories. I feel that I have gained two extra sons and I love following their 
 progress now as much as my own children.’” (Mrs Alison Sedgwick) 
 
 “I cannot express strongly enough how positive an experience it is to host an Indian student 
 from the Wellham School. Having a house guest from such a very different culture is a 
 fascinating and thoroughly enriching time for the whole family. I can highly recommend 
 opening your home to one of these fabulous boys. Having hosted two boys in different 
 years, I can vouch for the pleasure and enjoyment they will bring you and your family." (Mrs 
 Catherine Chicken) 
 
Next week the Secondary students will be sitting their Half-Yearly Examinations. We wish them all 
the best and pray that they will prepare well and do their best. 
 
Have a great week. 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 

This week, we have the privilege of hosting the IPSHA NSW Branch 2017 Country Weekend 
here at Scone Grammar School.  IPSHA (Independent Primary School Heads Australia) 
members meet each term, and once a year, travel to a country school outside the Sydney 
metropolitan area where they gather for two days of professional development and collegial 
activities.  This is only the second time the group has met in Scone, with the last gathering 
here back in 2003. 

 
Professor Jim Knight will lead a number of PD Master Classes for the delegates, focussed on Instructional Coaching, 
together with Anne Lingafelter, from Gallup, who will lead a session based on the Gallup StrengthsFinder 
assessment tool.  Over the two days there will be opportunity for welcoming new members at a New Members 
Dinner, visits to TYC, a Branch Dinner and some wonderful country experiences, as we enjoy a lunch at the Linga 
Longa Pub at Gundy and a visit to Arrowfield Horse Stud. 
 
I do want to sincerely thank all those on the staff team who have assisted so generously in preparation for this 
event, in particular Alice Forsythe, Tania Lambley and Rob Tesoriero, together with the Messara family from 
Arrowfield.  It will be a wonderful opportunity to showcase SGS and the Scone region, and to extend the warmth of 
country hospitality to our visitors.  Do take time to introduce yourself and chat with any of the IPSHA delegates if 
you have opportunity during their visit. 
 
We are also looking forward on Friday, to a visit from a number of the participants in the 2017 
Variety Bash, as they travel on route close by our school.  Will and Danette Wallace 
(also known as Mr and Mrs Simpson) are participating again this year, and it’s been a delight 
for us to support them with a number of recent fund-raising activities, including the Milkshake 
Day, the Primary Social, the BYOVBC (Build Your Own Variety Bash Car) and Guessing 
Competitions.  The visiting cars will be arriving in the SGS grounds after lunch on Friday. 
 
The Upper Hunter Eisteddfod is in full swing with some wonderful results coming back with the 
Band and String Ensemble groups who were involved last Friday.  I do want to wish all our 
Primary Choir groups the very best as they perform this Friday.  My special thanks to Mrs 
Wendy Hunt, who leads the Kinder Krooners and Voiceworx, Mrs Joan Manning who accompanies the Krooners, Mrs 
Katrina Grabham, who accompanies Voiceworx, and Mr Jason Buckley, who leads the Year 1 Onderfuls, and the 
Year 2 Melodic Minors.  Our children are so fortunate to have such rich musical and choral opportunities so readily 
available. 
 
The ICAS Science Competition will be held next week on Tuesday, 30 May, for all registered students. We will be 
supervising these students in the MPR as they complete the competition paper.   
 
We are looking forward to our 2017 Primary Athletics Carnival, which will be held next week, on Friday, 2 June, at 
the Scone Sports Complex.  Information about the Carnival has been sent home by Miss Jess Day and I would add 
my encouragement for any parents, who are able to assist with duties as officials on the day, to contact Miss Day as 
you arrive at the Carnival.  These are always exciting events and we encourage all the students to be active 
participants, do their best, enjoy the fun and opportunity for participation, to be good sports and great encouragers 
and supporters of each other, regardless of ability or results. 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, so they lit a fire in the boat.  Unsurprisingly it sank, proving once again, 
that you can’t have your kayak and heat it too. 
 
A wife asked her husband, “Could you go to the shops for me?  Buy one carton of milk and if they have eggs, get 
six.” 
A short time later the husband comes back with six cartons of milk and the wife asks him, “Why on earth did you 
buy so much milk?” 
He replied, “They had eggs! “ 
 
Congratulations to Oliver Grabham (Year 1 Gold), Oliver Scott (Year 1 Blue), Grace Stenhouse (Year 2 Blue), Lucy 
Ryan (Year 5 Blue), Sam Lambley (Year 3 Blue), Alyssa Sowter (Year 3 Gold), and Luke Baker (Year 2 Blue), who 
are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these students all the best as they enjoy this happy 
occasion and share this special time with their family and friends. 



Dean of Students P—12 
 
At Scone Grammar School we believe that a good ‘education’ is about more than simply getting good 
marks. It is about becoming a healthy and responsible member of society and succeeding in life; knowing 
how to build respectful relationships is key in achieving this. The unacceptably high rates of violence that 
occur within relationships, in particular violence against women, are well-documented. We know that 
cultural change is necessary and that education settings can play an integral role in this. Evidence shows 
that schools can play a powerful role in changing this story for future generations. 
 

 
 
 
Accordingly, our Year 10 students annually participate in a full day workshop called LOVE BITES. On 
Monday, Upper Hunter sexual assault workers, domestic violence workers, youth workers and police 
facilitated this program for us. The day consisted of two interactive education workshops on Domestic 
and Family Violence and Sexual Assault, followed by creative workshops that consolidate the information 
from the morning; our students choose between an art or music elective. The artworks and other work 
created in the creative sessions will be the basis for local campaigns to challenge violence against women 
in our community. This campaign is led by and delivered by young people. This program is one of many 
offered to our students which focus upon building the capacity for strength, honour and responsibility in 
our young people.  
 

                 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Ephesians 4:32  
Give thanks for: God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way 
to be friends with God; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for 
us 
Pray for: Year 7-10 students participating in exams; For the school building project; For families and 
students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer 
requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group - not 
published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A32
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
As our students approach an examination period, I thought I would take the time to give some helpful 
advice on managing exam stress.  
 
Firstly it is important to note that at some point students who want to achieve highly will experience 
some sort of exam stress. The difference between a student who allows stress to overwhelm them and 
someone who uses it to push them harder is what they do when they are facing that brick wall mid-
study.  

 

 Plan your study time: have a study timetable that includes all subjects, not just the favourites or the 
hard ones. 

 

 Take a walk: have time in-built to take a walk, go for a run or do some form of physical activity. 
Many students feel as if they should spend their entire time before exams with their books open 
and their pen poised for action. However, research has shown that exercising, such as taking a 
walk, can boost memory and brain activity. 

 

 Get a good night’s sleep: Most importantly, sleep helps your brain to assimilate new knowledge into 
your long-term memory so that you can recall it when it comes to test day.  

 

 Eat well: Eat healthily and regularly; the brain will benefit from the nutrients.  
 

 Break free from distractions: Most people don’t even realise the number of times they check 
Facebook, Instagram or their social media of choice. When you add it all up, it amounts to a 
significant waste of time. It can be hard to detach from your life outside of studying but keeping the 
end goal and timeframe in mind will ease the process.  

 
My final advice to all students is that it's great to succeed and reach for the stars, but keep things in 
balance. If you think that "anything less than a 70 means I've failed" then you are creating mountains of 
unnecessary stress for yourself. Aim to do your best but do recognise that none of us can be perfect all of 
the time. 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
Quote of the week 
“You will never know your limits unless you push yourself to the maximum” Anonymous.  



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

This term we continue to develop our resourceful learning muscle as part of Grammar Minds. 
Questioning is an important part of being a resourceful learner. Asking questions of yourself and 
others are all skills we are working on this term. Being curious and playful with ideas – delving 
beneath the surface of things. Young children love to ask questions. It’s one of the ways in which they 
make sense of the world and their place in it. Questions are also a powerful tool for educators to 
promote children’s thinking and learning. They exercise their sense of agency and develop valuable 
and complex problem-solving skills. When children are able to pose questions and investigate the 
answers, they feel in charge of their own learning. Inquiry-based approaches to learning harness this 
spirit of investigation, creating an interesting, engaging and meaningful curriculum that uses children’s 
interests and questions as a starting point for effective learning.  
We spend a lot of time wondering at The Yellow Cottage. We use wondering books, we fill our 
environment with interesting resources that encourage the children to wonder and question. The  
Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) (DEEWR, 2009) recognises inquiry as a central component in 
effective learning, not only in childhood but also throughout life:‘ Active involvement in learning builds 
children’s understandings of concepts and the creative thinking and inquiry processes that are 
necessary for lifelong learning’ (EYLF, p. 32).Learning Outcome Four specifically highlights the 
importance of children becoming confident and involved learners through the development of ‘skills 
and processes such as problem solving, inquiry, experimentation, hypothesising, researching and 
investigating’ (EYLF, p. 35).  
 
The National Quality Standard (NQS) (ACECQA, 2011) addresses this kind of learning in Quality Area 
1: Educational program and practice:  
*Each child’s current knowledge, ideas, culture, abilities and interests are the foundation of the 
program (1.1.2)  
*Each child’s agency is promoted, enabling them to make choices and decisions and influence events 
and their world (1.1.6)  
*Educators respond to children’s ideas and play and use intentional teaching to scaffold and extend 
each child’s learning (1.2.2)  



Curriculum Corner 
 
Year 11 Geography/Biology Fieldwork 
There is often significant overlap between the study of Geography and the Sciences; in Year 11, students 
in both Geography and Biology are examining the intertidal wetland environment. On 3 May, the two 
classes travelled to Kooragang Wetlands to explore Ash Island. This area, while accommodating visitors 
and tourists, is primarily a research and wetland rehabilitation area, which provided us the opportunity to 
practise investigating through fieldwork techniques. We were guided through the wetland environment of 
mangroves, mud flats and salt marsh observing, sketching, measuring and counting and compared our 
results to an exposed area close to the Hunter River and an enclosed rehabilitated area. The students were 
keen to be involved in the activities and gained a significant understanding that will support their 
classroom studies. 
 
Kate Gallagher and Deanna Hollis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 8 Medieval Model Competition 
The annual Medieval Model Competition once again illustrated the skill and understanding Year 8 students 
have of medieval buildings and their relationship to the lives of the people of this period. By using their 
imagination based on research, students designed and built a model of a building of their choice 
representing historical architecture and lifestyles.  
 
This year Caitlyn Jones and Alby O’Regan have won the competition with Caitlyn constructing a cathedral 
and Alby a peasant house. All students are thanked for their efforts and the care they have taken in their 
research and presentation of historically accurate and detailed buildings. Caitlyn and Alby have each won a 
book voucher to Hunt-a-Book in Scone. 
 
Kate Gallagher and Dan Garland 
 



Curriculum Corner 
 
Wingham Beef Week 
 
Congratulations to Year 8 students' Caitlin Porter and Sophie Inder and Year 6 student Grace Inder on a 
very successful week showing cattle at Wingham Beef Week. Wingham Beef Week, involving nearly 400 
school students is an educational programme & also a competition for young beef cattle enthusiasts. The 
programme included many educational workshops, hoof & hook competition, junior judging and paraders 
competition. There was also a unique beef appraisal competition for students 15yrs & over which involved 
assessing live cattle for market suitability then assessing primal cuts and retails cuts in the abattoir. This 
opportunity compliments the Agriculture curriculum, Beef Cattle unit, hence many of the school teams 
participating were Year 9/10 Agriculture students.  
 
Caitlin was particularly successful. Caitlin's achievements included:  

 1st Junior Judging Under 15 yrs,  

 Reserve Champion overall ages,  

 1st Paraders 13yrs, 1st Paraders Under 15 yrs,  

 Reserve Champion overall ages,  

 5th Export Steer Class,  

 1st Heifer Class, Reserve Champion Female Special Award for Best Overall Competitor 
 

Sophie was also successful achieving 2nd Paraders 13yrs & 6th in Export Steer Class.  
Thank you to Mrs Heidi Inder for accompanying these 3 girls to Wingham for the week.  
Congratulations to all 3 girls.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Sport News 
 
CIS Primary Hockey Trials 
Three Year 5 students travelled to Pennant Hills to try out for the CIS Primary Hockey teams on Monday.  
 
Nick Gallagher competed against over 50 boys for the inaugural Primary Boys team. After a sequence of 
drills and skills, he then had to demonstrate his game play in a series of fast-paced, highly-skilful, 
physical games. The Selectors were impressed with elements of his game and he was selected into the 
“Possibles vs Probables” group of 22 to play a final game.  
 
Sofia Edlington and Lottie Firth were amongst over 70 girls competing for a place in the Primary Girls 
team. The girls’ trials were slightly different from the boys and they moved straight into a round-robin 
series of short games that continued all day. Sofia and Lottie were able to demonstrate their speed and 
skills in attack and defence as they played in different positions against some very skilful and cohesive 
teams. 
 
Kate Gallagher 



HRIS Secondary Rugby—AICES Trials 
 
Congratulations to Edward Bell, Conor Edwards & Matt Smart who travelled to Sydney on Wednesday as 
part of the HRIS team to trial for AICES Rugby. HRIS won both of their 2 games comfortably and all 3 
boys were successful in scoring tries.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Change of Date – Sport Photos—Tuesday 12 September  
 
Due to a clash with some excursions the School Sport photos have been put back to the above date.   
 
We will also be taking the SRC photo, Primary/Secondary Captains, Primary Captains and Primary 
Monitors photo on this day.  I f your child is involved in any of these photos, please make 
sure they have their full School uniform with them on the day. 
 

 
Equestrian News 
 
The entry form for the Camp Draft Weekend School to be held at White Park on 24/25 June is on the 
SGS Website.  This is for Scone Grammar Students and siblings.  Last year this event was booked out 
with a waiting list – please don’t miss out. 
 
Entry forms for the Scone Grammar Stockman’s Challenge and Camp Draft, Monday, 26 June, 
close on Tuesday, 13 June.  
 
Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-ordinator 
 
 



 
Primary Schools Rugby 7’s Competition. 
On Tuesday 23 May, 41 Under 10 and Under 12’s travelled to Tamworth to participate in the Primary 
Schools Rugby 7’s Future Tahs Competition. Our two U10 teams played Barraba and each other in a 
morning of ‘round robin’ format. It was great to see how far the boys have come under the guidance 
of Bobby and Noddy.  A great day of rugby was had by all the boys.  
 
Our two U12 teams came up against three Calrossy Teams and a Barraba team.  Both our teams did 
extremely well, placing in the top 4 and making the final rounds of the day.  Scone Gold came fourth, 
coming up against a bigger and older team from Calrossy in the 3rd verse 4th  final.  A gallant effort by 
all, after playing numerous games in the heat of the day.  Scone Blue won the day, proving to be too 
strong in all of their games.  Winning the day undefeated and only conceding 5 points. Scone Blue 
now move onto the Regional Finals, looking to move forward to the State Finals, played in Sydney 
during the first week of the School holidays.  Once again we couldn’t have done this without our 
volunteer coaches, Angus Patterson and Warren Park. We wish our Under 12 team all the best for the 
upcoming Regional Finals. 
 
I would like to make special mention to our volunteer coaches.  Week in and week out Bobby 
Davidson and Noddy have coached the Under 10 boys.  All the boys have shown significant 
improvements and have developed great relationships.   
 
Angus Patterson and Warren Park have coached the Under 12 boys since the start of the year.  Their 
dedication and guidance is evident in the success the boys have had.  Also, thank you to Sam Clifton 
who travels home each Thursday afternoon from Newcastle to assist the Under 12 coaches. 
 
Wishing Hunter Ryan, Bailey Park, Daniel O’Regan and Joshua Crowther the best of luck at the CIS 
Rugby Trials on Monday.  
 
Mrs Patterson 

 

 

 
 

 



Save the Date…..22nd August,2017 
 
 
 

 

Scone Films…...26 May 
 
Scone Films will be screening the drama/comedy, A Man Called Ove; based on the worldwide 
best selling book of the same name by Fredrik Backman.  Rated M, it will screen at 7.30pm 
Friday 26th May, at their pop-up cinema at the Senior Citizen's Centre, Oxford Road, 
Scone.  Tickets are $12.  To be sure of a ticket, purchase in advance at Hunt a Book, 
Scone.  Doors open 7pm.  Running time is 1hr56m.  Refreshments available.  Everyone is 
welcome. 
Details  www.sconefilms.org.au    www.facebook.com/sconefilms 

http://www.sconefilms.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/sconefilms


 



Community Notices & News 
 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 2—Monday, 24 April to Friday, 23 June 
 
Week 5 (A) 
Thursday 25 May 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze (Year 9 students) 
 – return 26 May 
AICES Secondary Open Netball 
Friday 26 May 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze (Year 9 students) return 
Year 7 French Excursion to Newcastle 
Variety Bash Visit 
HSC Seminar Day – Singleton High School 
Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod – Choirs 
 
Week 6 (B) 
Sunday 28 & Monday 29 May 
Year 12 Geography Excursion 
Monday 29 May 
Years 7 to 10 Exams commence to 31 May 
CIS Rugby Union Trials 
Tuesday 30 May 
Years 7 to 10 Exams to 31 May 
ICAS Subject Competition – Science 
Sing Out Loud Together – 6G 
Wednesday 31 May 
Shakespeare is Dead – Years 7 & 8 at SGS 
Thursday 1 June 
Secondary Athletics’ Carnival 
Friday 2 June 
Primary Athletics’ Carnival – Years 2 - 6 
Year 12 Business Studies Excursion 
Dorper Course Years 7-11 Ag – Overnight to 
Saturday, 3 June 
Coonabarabran Horse Expo to 6 June 
 
Week 7 (A) 
Monday 5 June 
AICES Secondary Cross- Country 
Coonabarabran Horse Expo 
Tuesday 6 June 
HRIS Primary Basketball Gala Day at Broadmeadow 
Coonabarabran Horse Expo 
Knights Rugby League Knockout 10’s Primary 
Sing Out Loud Together 6G  
Raw Art Teacher/Student Workshop until 7 June 
Thursday 8 June 
HRIS Secondary Netball Gala Day 
Meet The Music 
Foundation Meeting 
Friday 9 June 
HVGS Rugby 7’s Second 
Meet The Music 
 

 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
 
Term 2 – Monday 24 April to Friday 23 June 
 
Week 5 (A) 
Thursday 25 May 
Jenny Crackett, Pip Bishop 
Friday 26 May 
Jenny Crackett, Rachel Northam, XXXX 
 
Week 6 (B) 
Monday 29 May 
Jenny Crackett, Kelly Malone 
Tuesday 30 May 
Jenny Crackett, Sue Goodhew 
Wednesday 31 May 
Jenny Crackett, Belinda Sowter 
Thursday 1 June 
Fiona Bailey 
Secondary Athletics Carnival 
Friday 2 June 
Fiona Bailey 
Primary Athletics Carnival –Years 2 - 6 
 
 
Week 7 (A) 
Monday 5 June 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 6 June 
Fiona Bailey, Sinead Scott 
Wednesday 7 June 
Fiona Bailey, Kerrily Adams 
Thursday 8 June 
Jenny Crackett, Katie McCann 
Friday 9 June 
Jenny Crackett, Jaymiee Allen, Georgie Ryan 
 
 
XXXX Helper required please 
 
**CANTEEN ASSISTANCE NEEDED 
FOR THE ATHLETICS CARNIVALS 

PLEASE** 


