
Thursday  4 May 2017  

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We are continuing to engage with the Learning dispositions. This term 
we are giving particular time to Resourcefulness - using many ways of 
thinking. Two of these dispositions are Imagining, which is picturing 
how things might look, sound, feel or be, and Reasoning, which is 
thinking rigorously and methodically. How important are these for you 
as adults? They are significant abilities to develop in our young people 
right across our P to 12 school. 
 
FETE 
Thank you to all those who have been working hard in preparation for 
the Fete, especially the Fete Committee and the Class Liaison Parents. 
This is always a special weekend for Scone Grammar School, as we 
contribute to the overall Horse Festival and have fun together. I hope 

as many of our school community as possible can come together on Saturday because I believe 
that, in working together for the benefit of the students, we grow stronger and closer. 
 
NAPLAN (9-11 May 2017) 
Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students will participate in NAPLAN next week. 
A good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast makes for the best preparation.   
Please encourage your children not to stress, to relax and to do their best. NAPLAN is just a 
snapshot on one day. It certainly doesn’t assess all that we know students are able to do in so 
many different areas.  
 
It is a privilege to serve SGS as the Principal when I receive feedback about the quality of the 
young people who represent us. Recently I have had discussions with coaches and managers of 
our Primary teams praising the students’ manner, behaviour and attitude while representing us at 
the National Primary Games and the TASS Rugby Carnival.  As well, I had a letter praising all 
students, especially the older ones, for their care, maturity and calm manner as they looked out 
for the younger students when one of the Muswellbrook buses experienced difficulties earlier in 
the week. What a great joy these things are!  
 
I look forward to sharing in the weekend with many of you! 
 
  
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
SCONE CUP—STUDENT FREE DAY  
 
Please be aware Friday 12 May is gazetted a half day public holiday. However to work in with bus 
transport the School Council has again agreed to grant the students of the School the full day as a 
holiday.  
 
The School’s staff will work the half day and depart at noon. 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 

 
I was delighted to accompany our Year 6 Leaders to Tamworth on Tuesday, where they participated in the GRIP 
Primary Leadership Conference.  This was a wonderfully engaging and energetic workshop styled programme 
which gave the students many relevant and practical leadership tips to use at school, and also helped them 
significantly to develop their confidence in leadership.  I do want to thank Mrs Hunt for her support and particularly 
commend all the students for their active participation in the programme and for their excellent behaviour 
throughout the day.  They are a wonderful group of young leaders. 
 
Miss Dowdell has been doing an outstanding job encouraging and challenging the EnEx students and also in 
preparing the da Vinci Decathlon teams.  Congratulations to the Year 5-6 teams on their success at the Newcastle 
dVD Challenge this week. 
 
I am always grateful for the opportunity to visit the action at the Scone 
Horse Sports, w here I  never cease to be impressed at the 
numbers of students involved and the high level of skill and 
horsemanship on display. There were many impressive individual 
performances last Monday, as well as an outstanding team result for all 
the Primary riders.  I know this opportunity for the students means a big 
commitment for the parents, and I would like to thank you sincerely for 
your support, for those many early mornings, late afternoons, weekends 
and weekday transport activities.  The students are very fortunate to 
have such opportunities available as part of their school learning 
programme.  Thank you also to Miss Anne Davies, Mrs Wendy Hunt and 
all the parents who assisted in various organisational roles during the 
day.  We appreciate all your efforts very much. 
 
I would like to make some comments about transporting students to and from school by car, and about the parking 
regulations we have in place at SGS. 
Please take time to read these comments carefully and work together to ensure we are providing a safe 
environment for every student, every day.   
I cannot stress enough how important it is that we are vigilant, all the time.  We cannot assume because we live in 
the country, a casual laid back approach will be okay. 
Morning Drop Off Zone 

Vehicles must approach from Aberdeen St, turn left into Kingdon Street and enter the Drop Off Zone from the 
west; 

Vehicles must parallel park only in the Drop Off Zone; 
Children must alight on the kerb side only; 
Parents must remain in their vehicle; 
Children should have bags with them on their lap ready to alight the vehicle; 
The supervising staff member will assist children with bags etc. if required; 
Vehicles must leave the Drop Off Zone heading east along Kingdon St, turning left either at Hill St or Guernsey 

St; 
It is illegal to do a U-Turn across the double lines marked on the road on the approaches to the School 

Crossing; 
Vehicles must not stop on the crossing to drop children off; 
If parents need to get out, or more time is needed for organising children etc. vehicles should be angle parked, 

rear to kerb, in the marked parking bays, outside the School Drop Off Zone; 
All pedestrians crossing Kingdon St must use the School Crossing; 
All vehicles must always give way to pedestrians using the School Crossing when the School Crossing flags are 

displayed. 
Afternoon Pick-Up 

Rear to kerb angled parking only in the marked bays. 
All parents / guardians must come into the School grounds, to the Primary Quad, to pick up children. 
All students travelling home by car are to leave the School with a parent or guardian. 

 
 
Please help us by following diligently these procedures. 
They apply to everyone, every day, without exception. 
Remember, they are there in place, for the safety of each and every child. 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
 
 



Primary News from Mr Feeney (cont’d) 
 

 
NAPLAN (9-11 May 2017) 
Year 3 and Year 5 students will participate in NAPLAN next week. 
A good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast is the best preparation.   
Please encourage your children not be stressed, to relax and to just do their best. 
NAPLAN is just a snapshot on one day of what a student may be able to do.  It certainly 
doesn’t assess all that we know students are able to do in so many different areas.  

 
Good Humour for the Week  
Where do geologists go to relax?   Rock Concerts! 
What did the envelope say to the stamp? “Stick with me baby, and we’ll go places together!” 
 
Congratulations to Audrey Gill (Year 5 Blue), Alexis Walsh (Year 6 Blue), Oliver Dart (Year 4 Gold), 
Mackenzie Hails (Year 1 Blue), Luca Allan (Kindergarten Blue), Adelaide Fraser (Kindergarten Gold), 
Teagan Stewart (Year 1 Blue) and Oli Green (Year 1 Gold), who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I 
do wish each of these students all the best as they enjoy this happy occasion and share this special time 
with their family and friends.  
 

Snap Shots from this week at Primary 
 

Da Vinci Decathlon Teams 

Scone Horse Sports 



From the Dean of Students P—12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last weekend, students from Scone Grammar School, along with Rev’d Nate, Mr Price and Mr Buckley, 
Mel and Jen, set off to Katoomba for the three day KYCK 2017 Christian Convention. This year’s group 
was again a good mix of older and younger Secondary students. The theme of the Convention was 
‘Standing for the King; the bold believer’ from the book of Daniel. We learnt more about how Jesus has 
won the victory for us and how God wants us to put Him first in life.  We were able to link what we had 
learnt with the character strength of ‘bravery’, which has been a focus in Chapel time to start this term. 
After a traditional ‘McDonalds stop’ in Mudgee, we arrived at Katoomba, where we got to see the Three 
Sisters! The weekend that followed was very encouraging. We joined with over 2000 students learning 
about God’s word and engaging in lively worship and music! This year’s band made the words of the 
songs come alive for us. We enjoyed great food and met lots of great people. The 6 Bible talks and 
experiences were very challenging as well as encouraging and many of us learnt things which will help us 
to grow as young people following Jesus. 
 
By KYCK 17 attendees  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Luke 18:18-23  
Give thanks for: God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way 
to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us 
Pray for: For the school building project; For Fete preparations; For families and students who are ill or 
struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer requests can be sent to 
prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  

http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/Luke+18%3A18-23+/
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
In the last two weeks I have had several conversations about cyber bulling with secondary students of 
all ages. So, I thought I would write about a few key aspects of cyber bullying.  
 
The definition used by the Children's eSafety Commissioner is "Cyberbullying is the use of technology 
to bully a person or group with the intent to hurt them socially, psychologically or even physically." 
This can take the form of text messages, images, imitation, humiliation and exclusion.  
 
The biggest question I have been dealing with is what do I do to stop it. The following advice is from 
the eSafety website and I think it is sound advice. 

 talk to someone you trust straight away—like a parent, sibling, uncle/aunt or teacher; 

 don’t retaliate or respond—they might use it against you; 

 block the bully and change your privacy settings; 

 report the abuse to the service and get others to as well; 

 collect the evidence—keep mobile phone messages, take screen shots and print emails or social 
networking conversations; 

 do something you enjoy—catch-up with friends, listen to good music, watch a good show or 
chat online to people you can trust; 

 remember you didn’t ask for this—nobody deserves to be bullied and you will get through this. 
 
I have also had conversations with parents wondering how they missed the signs that their child was 
being bullied or was a bully. The answer is there aren't always signs for you to miss and sometimes 
they are very subtle because your child doesn't want you to know because they are frightened that 
you might think less of them, too. However, also from the eSafety website, there is a list of possible 
signs:  

 being upset after using the internet or their mobile phone; 

 changes in personality, becoming more withdrawn, anxious, sad or angry; 

 appearing more lonely or distressed; 

 unexpected changes in friendship groups; 

 a decline in their school work; 

 changes in their sleep patterns; 

 avoidance of school or clubs; 

 a decline in their physical health; 

 becoming secretive about their online activities and mobile phone use. 
 
I hope the information above is helpful and if nothing else is the starting point for a conversation. 
Please also remember the school has an anti-bullying policy and we will do our best to stop anything 
we know about, so please feel free to contact me at anytime with concerns. 
 
Quote of the week 
 
"Friendship isn't about who you've known the longest. It's about who walked into your 
life and said "I'm here for you" and proved it." Anonymous  
 
 
Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au  



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

As part of the whole school Grammar Minds programme, this term we are focusing on developing 
resourceful learners. We have been talking to the children about stretching their brains and asking 
wondering questions like how and why. All of our groups at The Yellow Cottage have introduced our 
Resourceful Robots and the Wondering books. These Robots will be visiting your house at some stage 
this term. Please take time to share the joy of Wondering with your child when it is your turn.  
 
Research tells us when children share their wonder with other children, their parents or teachers, they 
engage in a richer and deeper learning process. Collaboration increases the children’s commitment to 
the topic and multiplies the learning opportunities by encompassing many points of view. This type of 
group Wondering that is guided by teachers who use provocations and questioning rather than 
demonstrations or explaining, means children will almost always be able to connect to the topic. 
 

 



FETE DAY…….SATURDAY 6 May, 2017 

 
 Don’t forget to return all Raffle tickets to school by Friday 5 May 
 Please offer assistance to your Class Liaison and help on your child’s Year Food 

Stall 
 Tombola Jars still needed for the Tombola Stall 
 Don’t forget the Cupcake Competition & Draw a Picture of your Hero 
 Don’t forget to bake a cake/slice ...anything at all, for the Cake Stall 
 
 

Most importantly come along, support the School and 
have a fun day! 



Sport News 
 
Cross Country 2017 
One of the highlights of the year is our whole-school Cross Country. Kindergarten to Year 12 all gather 
at Glenbawn Dam for a terrific day of competition, followed by the House luncheons and activities. This 
year the day started with a slight delay due to a short downpour. Thankfully, the rain cleared quickly 
and we were able to get our Carnival underway. The track was very muddy and slippery this year, 
making our difficult course even more challenging.  

Every year we run an open event which includes 16, 17 and 18 years boys and girls. The winning boy 
and girl receive the ‘Lake Glenbawn State Park Trust Shield’. This year the winners of this event were 
Fintan Conway for a second year running and Anna Atkinson. Congratulations to these two students. 

Congratulations also go to the following students who placed first in their age group and are Age 
Champions: 

Age Champions 

      Boys    Girls   

8 years and under  Jackson Selwood  Isabelle Burke    

 9 years    Will Darling   Isabella Henderson  

10 years     Harry Warner   Ellen Barnes    

11 years    Archie Martin  Lottie Firth    

12 years    Hunter Ryan  Amory Manwarring 

13 years    Jack Faulkner  Heidi Edlington   

14 years    Tyler Kelly   Edwina Irwin    

15 years    Wyatt Smith  Laura Sadler 

16 years    Alex Catzikiris  Anna Atkinson     

17 years    Mackenzie Barker Shannon Nichols   

18 years     Fintan Conway  Elizabeth Croaker 

 

The point score system is different from all other carnivals. The House with the fewest points is the 
winning house. It has been a long time coming but a huge congratulations, Jones House. 

1st  Jones  538 

2nd  Ledger  566 

3rd  Pulling  596 

A very BIG thank you to all the staff for their help on the day and thank you also to the parents who 
came out for support.  

Miss Jess Day  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AICES Touch Football 
On Thursday 27 April, Ryan Clerke, Clancy Moore and Darcy Moore travel to Sydney to compete with 
their 15’s boys HRIS touch football team. 

The carnival is not only a gala day but also a trial day for the AICES touch football teams. The boys 
played several games throughout the day and placed runners-up out of 7 teams. This meant that they 
were also trying to stand out against approximately 80 other players.  

A big congratulations goes to Clancy Moore, who played exceptional football on the day and was 
selected into a 12 player team for the 15’s AICES boys. He will now compete with this team at the CIS 
touch selections on 30 May. We wish him luck at this carnival.  



Equestrian News 
 
On Friday, 28 April, our equestrian team competed at the Aberdeen Horse Sports’ Day with a small 
team of ten riders. Results on the day included: 

Reserve Champion 8 Years Girls – Olivia Thrift 
Age Champion 9 Years Girls – Olivia MacCallum 
Reserve Champion 10 Years Boys – Harry Warner 
Age Champion 11Years Girls – Emme Mitchell 

 
On Monday, 1 May, a team of thirty four equestrians represented our School at the Scone Horse 
Sports Day.  Once again we were awarded the Champion Primary School. 
 
Other results included: 

Senior Champion Rider – Katrina Gorman 
Reserve Champion 8 Years Girls – Grace Stenhouse 
Reserve Champion 9 Years Girls – Olivia Thrift 
Age Champion 10 Years Boys – Charlton Hall 
Reserve Champion 10 Years Boys – Harry Warner 
Champion 11 Years Boys – Cooper Day 
Reserve Champion 11 Years Boys – Elliot Bull 
Reserve Champion 12 Years Boys – Harrison O’Neill 
Reserve Champion 17 Years Girls – Hannah Smith 
Senior Champion Hack – Katrina Gorman 
Senior Reserve Champion Hack – Georgia Thrift. 
Champion Junior Show Jump Team – Paige Baxter, Harrison Baxter and Harry Warner. 
 

Quirindi Horse Sports’ Day is on Friday, 19 May.  Please contact Anne Davies today if you 
wish to enter this event.  Completed entry forms must be at the School Office by Tuesday, 9 May. 
Show Jump Weekend is 27/28 May.  Please contact Anne Davies if you wish to participate in this 
event.  
 
The SGS Stockman’s Camp Draft Weekend is 24/25 June. 
 
The SGS Stockman’s Challenge will be held on Monday, 26 June.  Entry forms and more information 
will be on the school Website soon. 
 
The Hunter Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association has organised a ‘Thoroughbred Explore’ Weekend 
at White Park this Saturday and Sunday.  The focus is for Secondary students to take a look and 
explore opportunities and pathways the Thoroughbred Industry has to offer in gaining a rewarding 
career.  I encourage all students interested in the horse industry to read through the attached flyer. 
 
Anne Davies  
Equestrian Co-ordinator 



 



Kids Club and Explorers are back!!!! 
What is it?       Kids club….4 afternoons of fun - games, craft, activities, 
                          food and finding out more about Jesus 
                          Explorers …For older children 
                          Exploring questions and what the Bible really says,  
                          activities, food and fun. 
Who’s it for?   Kids club is for children in years K – 3 
                          Explorers is for children in years 4 -6 
When is it?     3. 1 5pm – 5pm on Mondays 29 May & 5, 19, 26 June 
     (Not on 12 June public holiday!!) 
Where is it?    St Luke’s Hall, Scone. 
 
Kids club and Explorers have afternoon tea together and may share some 
activities but will be in separate groups both at St Luke’s Hall. 
Children from Scone Grammar School can be accompanied to the hall.  
Please state arrangements clearly on registration form. 
How do I join?  Registration forms are attached to the flyer.  Flyers are 
available at and should be returned to the Primary school office. There are 
limited places. These are allocated in date order when completed forms are 
received. All children must be registered in advance by Thursday 18 May.  
How do I find out more? Phone Jenny on 0409 81 8977 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
The Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod is soon to commence with  
 
Instrumental & School Bands on Friday 19 May and Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 May; 
School Choirs on Friday 26 May; 
Vocal Division is on Saturday and Sunday, 27 & 28 May; 
Speech, Drama & Public Speaking from Monday, 5 to Friday, 9 June; 
Piano is on Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 June; 
Dance on Saturday, 1 to Wednesday, 5 July 
 
The Creative Writing Division is open for entries until 5pm, Sunday 9 July. 
 
Volunteers are an integral part of a successful Eisteddfod each year and we would like to invite you to 
join our band of volunteers to assist with the many and varied activities needed for each Division.  A 
Working With Children check as a volunteer is required (at no cost) and we can assist you in obtaining 
this, or you may already have one. 
 
Please contact Adrienne Casey, acasey@sgs.nsw.edu.au or ‘phone after hours on 0427102264 for 
further information. 
 
 

 

mailto:acasey@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Community Notices & News 
 
 

For Your Diary 
Term 2 
Monday, 24 April to Friday, 23 June 
 
Week 2 (B) 
Thursday 4 May 
HRIS Prim / Sec Cross-Country 
Geography Comp (Secondary) to Friday, 5 May 
Year 4 Sydney Excursion - return 
Friday 5 May 
Year 9 Agriculture to TOCAL 
Geography Comp (Secondary) to Friday, 5 May 
Saturday 6 May 
Scone Horse Parade and School Fete 
 
Week 3 (A) 
Monday, 8 May 
Tuesday, 9 May 
NAPLAN 9 - 11 May, Years 3 & 5;  Years 7 & 9  
Sing Out Loud Together – Strathearn, Year 6 
P & F Meeting – commencing 6pm 
Wednesday, 10 May 
NAPLAN Catch-Up day 
Year 4 Sydney Excursion depart 
Thursday 11 May 
Museum of Human Disease – Biology & Senior 
Science 
NAPLAN Catch up day 
D of E – Silver Group (Year 10) to  
Saturday, 13 May 
UHSC Youth Council Meeting 
Year 4 Sydney Excursion return 
Friday, 12 May 
Scone Cup – Pupil free day 
 
Week 4 (B) 
Monday, 15 May 
Variety Bash Milkshake Fundraiser (before School & 
Recess) 
CIS Boys' & Girls' Prim Hockey 
Tuesday, 16 May 
Year 11 Drama Excursion to Opera House 
Sing Out Loud Together – Stathearn, Year 6 
Wednesday, 17 May 
School Photos 
CIS Rugby League Trials 
HICES Debating - Round 3 
Thursday, 18 May 
Years 11 & 12 Meningococcal Vaccination 
Friday, 19 May 
Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod – 
Ensembles 
Quirindi Horse Sports’ Day 

 
 

Canteen Roster    

Term 2 – Monday 24 April to Friday 23 June 
 
 
Week 2 (B) 
Thursday 4 May 
Jenny Crackett, Pip Baker 
Friday 5 May 
Jenny Crackett, Emma Burnett, Katie King 
 
Week 3 (A) 
Monday 8 May 
Jenny Crackett,                            XXXX 
Tuesday 9 May 
Jenny Crackett, Sue Goodhew    
Wednesday 10 May 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 11 May 
Jenny Crackett, Pip Bishop 
Friday 12 May 
Scone Cup Day 
 
Week 4 (B) 
Monday 15 May 
Jenny Crackett, Amanda Paradice 
Tuesday 16 May 
Jenny Crackett, Amanda Kennedy    
Wednesday 17 May 
Jenny Crackett, Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 18 May 
Fiona Bailey, Charlotte Parry-Oakden 
Friday 19 May 
Fiona Bailey, Erryn Day, Amanda Dowell 
 
 
XXXX  Helper required please 

 
 


