
Thursday 15 June, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
This week we have had our Registration and Accreditation Inspection. 
The NESA Inspector was delighted with the material presented and 
with the level of Policies and Programmes of our school. He will 
recommend to the Minister of Education that we receive the maximum 
5 Years of Registration and Accreditation. This is a very positive 
message for our school and an acknowledgement of the wonderful 
work that is going on right across the school. 
 
We are rapidly heading towards the end of the term and reports are 
being prepared for all students to be sent home at the end of term. 
We look forward to the opportunity to discuss each student’s progress 
in the Parent Teacher interviews which will be held in Week 2 of Term 
3 on Monday and Wednesday evenings for K – 11 students and on 
Wednesday evening of Week 5 for Year 12. 
 

On the first day of next term we will hold our next Secondary Experience Day and our Open Day. 
We use this day as many other schools have pupil-free days to start the term as this potentially 
frees up students to look at what SGS has to offer. If you have people you know who might be 
interested in finding out more about SGS and attending either Open Day or the Secondary 
Experience Day then please encourage them to make contact with Mrs Amanda Darling, our 
Registrar. We received very positive feedback on the value of these experiences from last term, 
especially how helpful they have been for new students. 
 
Creating Positive Flourishing Learners, as the Grammar Minds focus says, is exciting. Our ongoing 
development in the area is wonderful. We must continue to persevere. How often do you use the 
language at home? Or hear your own children using it? 
 
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 

URGENT Call for Families to Host Indian Exchange 
Students, Term 3 

 
The School urges all families to consider the possibility of hosting an Indian Exchange student next 
term. In the words of previous SGS family hosts: 
 
‘………..I can not express strongly enough how positive an experience it is to host an Indian 
Student from the Wellham School. Having a house guest from such a very different culture is 
fascinating and a thoroughly enriching time for the whole family…..’(Mrs Catherine Chicken) 
 
‘……...I think the exchange programme has enriched all our lives and left us all with some fond and 
long lasting memories. I feel that I have gained two extra sons and I love following their progress 
now as much as my own two children.’ (Mrs Alison Sedgwick) 
 
If we are unable to find hosts, the School will have to seriously consider pulling out of this 
wonderful exchange programme. 
 
If you have any queries or would like further clarification as what being a host entails, please do 
not hesitate to speak to Mr Smart. 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
This week, we welcomed two new students to the School - Sienna Long, who has joined us in Year 1 Blue, and 
Blake Schmidt, who has joined the Year 4 Blue class.  Thank you to the students in both these classes for the warm 
and friendly welcome they have extended to the new children. 
 
It is always encouraging to watch the growing confidence of the Primary students, particularly the Kindergarten and 
Year 1 children, as they engage in different and often new activities at school from day to day.  As they journey 
steadily through their year of learning, the little steps they begin to take independently such as carrying their own 
bag, coming in through the school gates on their own, taking more responsibility for their own belongings, standing 
up confidently to share a reading or prayer on Morning Assembly, widening their circle of friends, achieving another 
step in their reading progress, mastering a new challenge in Maths, engaging in friendly conversation with teachers, 
offering ideas and making suggestions in class discussions, and many others, are all so special, so very significant 
and always delightful to observe. 
 
I really value the way our Primary class teachers at all levels across K-6, observe and take note of these steps and 
achievements, often rewarding students with a thoughtfully expressed Well Done, or Special Class Work Award in 
fortnightly assemblies.  The smiles on the faces of the students tell such a story of how much this means to them, 
how proud they are of what they have accomplished, and of how much their self-esteem has been strengthened by 
the fact that someone important in their world, noticed and took time to acknowledge and encourage them.  We all 
have so many wonderful opportunities to build young lives with the time we take, the words we use, the kindness 
and care we show, and the consistency we maintain in these areas.  What a privilege this is! 
 
I was grateful for the opportunity this week to attend a valuable PD Session in Tamworth on The Possibilities of Play 
with Marc Armitage who visited the School last year to conduct a playground audit and to share with SGS staff and 
parents.  Marc, in his relaxed, humorous yet profound style, challenged those attending to constantly consider and 
reconsider how we look at play and to evaluate what we do, what we provide and how we manage play spaces 
where it all happens, through the eyes of a child rather than an adult.  He commented that “the most complex play 
children engage in, is when they don’t have adults around”.  He spoke about play-work where the focus for the 
children should be the play, and the focus for the adults should be the work - the work to make the conditions right 
for children’s play to happen spontaneously.   
I am very appreciative of the ongoing work and support of the P&F in their commitment to upgrade the Primary 
playground and the play opportunities for the Primary students, in this broad context of Marc Armitage’s 
philosophy and perspective.  I encourage you to maintain contact with those closely involved with this project in 
order to give your support as plans are finalised and as the plans begin to be implemented. 
 
On Friday, 23 June, the last day of Term 2, Lizzie Young and Thomas Burnett, (Year 5 Gold), will both be taking the 
courageous step of having their hair shaved off, in order to support ‘Shave For A Cure’.  Lizzie has initiated this 
project and embarked on this journey with Tommy, in memory of her cousin and in support of other children and 
families facing similar challenges.  She has raised $1100 towards her $1400 target so far, and is donating her hair to 
Variety.  I applaud both these young students for their efforts and for their desire, not just to talk the talk, but to 
actually take action, and use their energy and influence to make a difference.  I urge families to support these 
students, with a donation as you feel able.  If you are able to come along to Primary Assembly at 8:50am and 
personally show your support, I know this would mean a great deal to both students.   
 
This has certainly been a busy week, with ICAS Writing and Spelling Competitions, HICES Debating at HVGS, HRIS 
Public Speaking at St Phillip’s Cessnock, CIS Cross Country at Eastern Creek, the Year 1 Museum Visit, Sing Out 
Loud Together with 6G and Strathearn residents, and finished off with ‘Mr Stink’ in Tamworth, to be enjoyed on 
Friday, by Years 3 and 4.  
 
Good Humour for the Week  
What do you call a grandma banana?  Nana! What do you call a retired vegetable?  A has bean! 
 
Congratulations to Peter MacCallum (Year 5 Blue), Emmie Shuttleworth (Year 3 Blue), Matilda Cronin (Year 3 Blue, 
Bethannie Ardesch (Year 3 Gold), Siobhan Hansia (Year 5 Gold), Tom Riordan (Year 3 Blue), Jarvis Flanagan (Year 1 

Gold) and Lachie Bennett (Year 4 Gold), who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these 
students all the best as they enjoy this happy occasion and share this special time with their family and friends. 
 
 



From Dean of Students P-12 
 
Nurturing in students the adoption of a sense of community responsibility is an essential element in their 
development as young people. We have identified that balancing their focus on themselves, with 
proactive attitudes and opportunities to do something to help others, will build interdependent, reflective 
and collaborative habits in them. We want to create more opportunities for our young people to serve 
others; they don’t have to be big things, but rather opportunities to do something often. Serving others is 
a pursuit that will benefit their wellbeing and is well worth pursuing. Encouraging students to look at how 
they can make a positive difference using their strengths will energise their efforts. Performing acts of 
kindness for others creates uplifting positive emotions for all of us. We have no doubt that having a more 
focused and systemised approach to encouraging students to think beyond their own needs will be 
character-building and enable them to initiate positive behaviours.  
 

 
 

 
OPPORTUNITY!: I would like to invite you, as a parent of our school and valued member of our school 
community, to engage with me in a conversation about possible occasions in our community where 
students can serve. Do you have an idea? Do you have a skill that allows you to partner with us to 
achieve these ends? Are you aware of a need that wants fulfilling? I would love to hear from you! You 
can email me at natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au with the title bar ‘service opportunity’.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on:  Galatians 5:13 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity: For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us 
Pray for: Opportunities for our students to be engaged in acts of service; For the school building project; 
For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! 
(specific prayer requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer 
group- not published in newsletter)  

 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

 
 

mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5:13
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From Head of Secondary 
 
There are a few different things happening in Secondary next term. Having listened to concerns from 
parents about reports and Parent Teacher Interviews, we are moving the Parent Teacher Interviews for 
everyone except Year 12, to Week 2 of next term. Please come and join us on the Monday and 
Wednesday of Week 2 to discuss your child’s latest report and their education journey for the rest of the 
year. In Week 5 of next term, we will hold an evening for Year 12 that will start with an information 
session about ATARs, scholarships and other post-school options. We will then open the library up so that 
students can access the computers and do their UAC entries while staff will be available for parent 
teacher interviews. I do hope these changes are successful in giving parents more up to date information 
about their child’s progress. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate our Secondary Debating and Chess Teams, who 
have performed admirably this term. From the Chess matches I observed this week, Kaitland Parker was 
an absolute standout; her manners, generosity and sportsmanship were delightful and her chess playing 
was unbeatable. The messages I received from Mrs Moore on Tuesday night about debating was that all 
of our students performed well, whether on a winning team or not, however, Ruby Wong was ‘fantastic’ 
in the senior team. 
 
One more week to go before the holidays. From an academic point of view it will be a very busy week, 
however, I do hope that everyone finds time to do two things over the three week break - get some well-
deserved rest and learn something new. 
 
Quote of the week. 
“Don't fear failure so much that you refuse to try new things. The saddest summary of a life 
contains three descriptions: could have, might have, and should have.” Louis E. Boone 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis  
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 
 

One of the Secondary Debating Teams: 
L-R: Alby O’Regan, Ruby Wong,  Patricia Sheeran, Conor Edwards 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

An important skill to develop as part of being a resourceful learner is the skill of prediction or the 
ability to deduce what might happen. At The Yellow Cottage we are embracing this skill through many 
hands on science activities. Last week we had Ann Stevens bring her ‘Science on the Move’ show to 
our preschool. This experience provided a range of wonderful activities for the children that were 
interactive, educational and entertaining! Some of the areas of science that the activities focused on 
were: magnification, magnets, floating, sinking, wind up energy and forces / friction. The simple 
experiments and activities really provoked the children's curiosity, their wondering and their prediction 
skills.  
 
Teaching a child science topics at a young age can help to build a lifelong interest in the subject. 
Additionally, early science experiences can set a child up for school success by fostering positive 
attitudes toward learning. The foundational science skills that a preschool teacher imparts to the 
young child can help that child to think critically, problem solve and better understand the world 
around them. More specific concepts such as learning about animals, plants, weather and the physical 
world are also important components to the early science education that can benefit the child later in 
life. At The Yellow Cottage we set up hands-on science activities, experiments and projects to allow 
our preschoolers to make discoveries about natural phenomena, the outdoors and other scientific 
concepts in a fun, play-based programme.  



Curriculum Corner 
 
HICES Debating—Round 4 
Round 4 of the HICES Debating came around very quickly and SGS teams represented the School 
extremely well. 
 
The Junior team, consisting of Harry Goodhew, Sofia Edlington, Alexis Walsh and Daniel O'Regan narrowly 
lost to Central Coast Grammar School. The topic was 'Greyhound racing should be banned,' and they had 
the affirmative argument.  
 
The two Middle teams topic was, 'That all new suburbs should have an indigenous name.' Team A was 
represented by Prunella Hayes, Pip Watson, Max Seale and Adam Chesworth had the difficult task of taking 
the negative argument and lost against Central Coast Grammar. Team B, with Bridget Burnett, Hamish 
Guiana, Heidi Edlington and Harriette Firth won with the affirmative argument against Hunter Valley 
Grammar. Hayley Cook did a wonderful job as chairperson and timekeeper for the debate with Team B. 
 
Our Senior team were also against a very strong Central Coast Grammar team Debating the topic 'English 
should not be compulsory in Senior years old High School.' Our team had the affirmative argument, (sorry 
Mrs English). I would like to congratulate Conor Edwards, Patricia Sheeran, Ruby Wong and Alby O'Regan 
for putting together an excellent argument. Once again, they did not find out the subject of the debate 
until 3:30pm and had one hour to prepare. Central Coast Grammar won the debate and proved that 
English is crucial in our modern world. I think that is something we can all agree on.  
 
Thank you to Mrs Betts and Mrs O'Regan for travelling down to Hunter Valley Grammar School with the 
teams. Also, of course to Mrs Betts for training her Junior team so well. 
 
The elimination finals will be held next term and we will find out which SGS teams will be included by early 
next week. 
 
Debating meetings for students in Years 7 - 10 have been held each Thursday afternoon all year and I am 
impressed with the commitment and enthusiasm all students have made. We are always looking for keen 
debaters to join us, so if anyone feels that arguing is their thing, come along! 
 
The next debate on the calendar is the HRIS Gala Day for Junior and Middle School teams on August 17. 
 
Mrs Deb Moore 
Debating Coordinator 
 

Ruby Wong in Action 
The Whole Debating Team 



Curriculum Corner 
 
Year 12 Business Studies 
 
On Friday, 2 June, the Year 12 Business Studies class travelled to Westrac Tomago to inspect their 
business operations as part of their preparation for the upcoming HSC examination. The day consisted of a 
series of lectures that covered the four HSC topics, which are Operations, Marketing, Human Resources 
and Finance. The students were fortunate enough to be advised on these topics by a number of Managers 
from these areas. Greg Graham, Chief Executive Westrac, gave an outline of the structure of the business, 
its goals and its relationship with its supplier, Caterpillar. They were also given a detailed presentation of 
the Marketing and Human Resources strategies and objectives of the company by Danielle Bull, Marketing 
Manager NSW, and Patrick Maher, Human Resources Manger NSW. The presenters stressed the need for 
businesses to continually evolve in today’s marketplace, particularly through the use of technology and 
best practice strategies. The continual improvement of safety standards was also a major theme of the 
day. Gareth Hughes, HSE Manager NSW then took the group on a tour of the world class facility. This 
allowed the students to relate the theory they had developed to the real world of business.  
 
SGS thanks Westrac for their hospitality and their significant contribution to the learning of the students.  
 
The students that attended were Maddison Cook, Fintan Conway, Zenanee Clout, Millie Ross, Abby 
McDonald, Harriet Norvill and Harry Watts. They were escorted by Mr Garland on the trip.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

L-R:- 
 
 
Greg Graham (Chief Executive 
Westrac), Millie Ross, Zenanee 
Clout, Abby McDonald, Harry 
Watts, Maddison Cook, Harriet 
Norvill, Fintan Conway, Gareth 
Hughes (HSE Manager Westrac 
NSW).         
 
 



Equestrian News 
 
Coonabarabran Equestrian Expo 
 
For the first time in a number of years, we experienced beautiful weather for the five day competition at 
Coonabarabran.  Congratulations to the following students: 

 Katrina Gorman and her horse, Cup Cake, achieved some outstanding results – Preliminary 
Division 1 Dressage Champion, Champion Heavyweight Galloway, Supreme Rider of the Show, as 
well as 3rd in the Pairs and 5th in the Team of Four; 

 Hannah Smith was a competitor in the inaugural Pentathlon, 3rd in Combined Training and reached 
the third level on the 6 Bar show jump;  

 Molly Northam reached the final round on the 6 Bar show jump; 

 Alby O’Regan came 5th in the D Grade One Day Event, 3rd in the Pairs and 5th in the Team of Four; 

 Laura Smith came 5th in the restricted show jump and 7th in the D Grade One Day Event.   
 
This was the first time  for both Alby & Laura to compete at the Coonabarabran Equestrian Expo. 
 
Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-ordinator 

 
 

Hannah Smith 

Alby O’Regan 

Laura Smith 



P&F News 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear SGS Parents and Friends,  
 
On behalf of the P&F committee, I would like to extend a huge thank you to all who attended our 
meeting on Tuesday evening to discuss the proposed Primary Administration restructure. I believe it was 
the biggest meeting in SGS history! One thing is for certain, the parent voice is strong. Tuesday night 
was a clear testament to your incredible passion and commitment to our school.  
 
Moving forward from Tuesday’s meeting, it has been agreed that a collective group of parents, together 
with myself, will now meet with School Council to discuss this restructure further. I can assure you we 
will take your responses, concerns and collective voice with us.  
 
Please remember, the P&F meet once a month in the library; the second Tuesday of every month during 
term time. We would love to see as many faces as possible at these monthly meetings as this is a great 
way of becoming involved in what the school is doing and having a say. Please mark in your diaries! 
 
The SGS P&F will continue to keep you updated on this important issue and once again, thank you for 
your incredible support. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Diana Gillett 
SGS P&F President 
M: 0431 093 735 
E: parentsandfriends@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 

 
Creative Writing 2017 

 
 
All you budding writers, put pen to paper, and enter!   
 
The closing date is 5.00pm on Sunday, 9 July, 2017.  There are no on-line entries. 
 
The Sections are:   
 
SHORT STORY: May take any form, including original essay, murder/ mystery or 
memoir. 
 
Section Nos.  One entry per competitor 
1001  Primary School Student - No more than 1000 words 
1002  Secondary School Student - No more than 1500 words 
1003  Open (18 years & over) - No more than 2500 words 
 
 
ORIGINAL POEM OR PROSE: Poem may take any form, including limerick or 
shaped form.  
 
Section Nos.  One entry per competitor 
1004  Primary School Student -. 
1005  Secondary School Student - May also include sonnet or ballad. 
1006  Open (18 years & over) - May also include sonnet or ballad 
 
 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR: A letter w ritten as if it were to be sent to a newspaper. 
No more than 300 words. One entry per competitor. 
 
Section Nos. 
1007  Primary School Student 
1008  Secondary School Student 
1009  Open (18 years & over) 
 
Should you have any queries please liaise with the Creative Writing Convener, Adrienne Ca-
sey, on 0427 102264.    



 



 
 



 



 
 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Week 8 (B) 
Friday 16 June 
Years 3 & 4 Excursion to "Mr Stinky" 
Years 9/10 Geography Fieldwork 
Mission Australia Sleepover 
 
Week 9 (A) 
Tuesday 20 June 
Sing Out Loud Together - Year 6G 
Upper Hunter Student Leadership Summit 
Wednesday 21 June 
Year 12 Chemistry Enrichment at Newcastle 
Univ 
North West Primary Rugby 7s Regional Final 
Thursday 22 June 
Author Illustrator Visit – Mr Martin Chatterton 
Years 9/10 Geography Fieldwork 
Year 12 Extension Maths Excursion 
Friday 23 June 
 
End Term 2 
 
Saturday 24 June – Sunday 25 June 
SGS Camp Draft Weekend School 
Monday 26 June 
SGS Stockman's Challenge & Camp Draft 
Wednesday 28 June 
North West Primary Rugby 7s State  
Championship, Sydney  
 
Term 3 commences Monday, 17 July 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
Friday 16 June 
Fiona Bailey, Emma Burnett, Katie King 
 
Week 9 (A) 
Monday 19 June 
Jenny Crackett, Danielle Saw-Townsend 
Tuesday 20 June 
Fiona Bailey XXXX – Helper required 
please 
Wednesday 21 June 
Fiona Bailey, Acey Firth 
Thursday 22 June 
Jenny Crackett XXXX – Helper required 
please 
Friday 23 June 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day, Julie Smart 
 
End Term 2 
 
Term 3 commences Monday, 17 July 


