
Thursday 8 June, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
It has been wonderful to host the RAW Workshops for Primary 
students, Year 9 Visual Arts students and the Primary Staff.  The 
creative arts workshops were made possible by funds raised through 
our annual art show. The Art Show Committee arranged the 
workshops to encourage the creativity of our community which 
continues to flourish because of the encouragement and work of the 
Art Show Committee and staff of SGS.  
 
Parent Teacher Night Change 
Following feedback from the P & F we have reviewed the timing of 
the Parent Teacher nights in Term 3. These were viewed to be too far 
away from the reporting at the end of Term 2. We will be bringing the 
Parent Teacher nights into Week 2 of the term which, hopefully, will 
help us work together in the learning journey. More details will be 
made available later in the term. 
 

Administration Consolidation 
We have commenced the processes to stage the combining of the Administration office into one 
space with the Committee of staff meeting this week to set a timeline. P & F have raised concerns 
which will be discussed at next week’s P & F meeting which will be held in the Library from 6.00pm 
on Tuesday night. This is a necessary change which we will work through carefully in the best 
interests of all members of the school community. 
 
With two weeks to go in the term, it is pleasing to see the positive learning that is occurring across 
the whole school; I have been challenged to wonder whenever I visit TYC, am amazed at the 
enthusiasm of the Primary students and at the depth explored by the secondary students, as they 
all participate in the learning opportunities. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 

 
 
 

 
  
 

Snapshot from the Raw Art 
Workshops held this Week 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
As we come towards the end of this term and Semester One, staff have been busy preparing Semester One 
Reports.  This year, the School has changed the data base management system being used, which in turn has 
meant changes in the way Semester Reports are prepared and presented.  I will be communicating more detailed 
information about these changes in a letter to parents and we will be providing opportunities for parents to talk with 
staff directly before the reports are sent home, about what information the reports will contain, how this information 
is presented, and how best to interpret and use this information to assist in your children’s learning journey. 

 
This week, Primary staff and students have had opportunity to 
participate in various RAW Art Workshops, which have been made 
available through funds raised at last year’s 2016 ‘Swept Away’ SGS 
Art Show.  These workshops have enabled participants to share in 
valuable and innovative art experiences, otherwise not available 
here at school, where they have been able to work with skilled 
artists and enjoy the opportunity to ‘unleash their inner creativity’.   
 

STEM or STEAM? 
Currently there is much well justified discussion in educational circles about STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths), along with encouraging and significant government support for development in these areas.  There are 
also those (myself included) who believe STEM should be STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, The Arts and 
Maths), thereby acknowledging that skills, abilities, capacity and potential in The Arts, also needs acknowledgement, 
encouragement, and support, along with the opportunity to have a place alongside other areas.  Students with 
strengths in The Arts deserve to feel they are equally as capable, as those with strengths in other STEM areas.  The 
world we live in and indeed are moving into, needs innovators, creators, entrepreneurs, those with capacity to see 
from a fresh and different perspective, and those with the ability to communicate this through a variety of mediums. 
 
I do want to thank the Art Show Committee for their provision of this RAW Art Workshop opportunities and also for 
their continued encouragement of students in the creative arts.  The new Noticeboards in the Primary Breezeway 
and outside the Library are a further result of the 2016 ‘Swept Away’ Art Show fundraising efforts, and these are 
providing a wonderful forum for the display of student work being done regularly in the classrooms.  Do take time to 
enjoy these displays and where you can encourage the students as they develop in these significant and valuable 
areas. 
 
I was thrilled to catch up with the excited boys in the Under 10s Knights Knockout RL team bus as they headed off 
to Newcastle early on Tuesday morning.  They had a great day at this Carnival, not losing a game and only missing 
out on progression to the Semi-Finals after a count-back. The boys played with a wonderful spirit of teamwork and 
good sportsmanship and we are all very proud of their efforts.  I want to express my sincere appreciation to Mr 
Brett Hails, Mr Darren Crowther and Mrs Amy Patterson, for generously giving their time and energy to ensure the 
boys had this special opportunity. 
 
Congratulations to Jones House on winning the Primary Athletics Carnival last Friday and to all the Primary students 
on their participation and enthusiasm throughout the day.  I want to take this opportunity to again thank Mr 
Croucher and the Year 9 PASS students for the wonderful support they gave at the Carnival.  They did a superb job!  
It wasn’t just the assistance they gave, however, but it was also the cheerful positive way they worked, and the 
encouraging manner in which they engaged with the younger students that was noticed and valued.  What a 
wonderful message was being communicated through their involvement.  Thank you. 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
What is a wasp?  An animal that stings for its supper. 
What did the farmer do when 50 hares escaped from his rabbit farm?  He combed the area carefully. 
Can a match box?  No, but a tin can! 
 
Congratulations to Jock McCosker (Year 3 Gold), Skye Russell (Year 2 Gold), Luisa Wilkinson (Year 6 Blue), Angus 
Giblin (Year 2 Blue), Zanthe Da Cruz (Year 6 Gold), Miraj Jawaad (Year 4 Gold), Peter MacCallum (Year 5 Blue) and 
Emmie Shuttleworth (Year 3 Blue), who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these students all 
the best as they enjoy this happy occasion and share this special time with their family and friends. 



From Dean of Students P to 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week in chapels, Mr. Price encouraged our students to consider the character strength, or virtue, of 
honesty. Developing our ability to be more honest in life requires God’s help and is a key virtue which 
enables us to have healthy relationships with others, God, our work, passions and ourselves. Being 
honest in life involves accurately representing your internal states, intentions, and commitments, both 
publicly and privately. The virtue of honesty is often linked to self-concordance- the extent to which your 
goals accurately represent your implicit interests and values. Being honest allows us to take responsibility 
for our feelings and behaviours, owning them, and reaping benefits by doing so.  
 
This topic of honesty is one which is well worth maintaining with ourselves and with our young people as 
this week unfolds. I suspect that this virtue is one that can be ‘caught’ just as much as ‘taught’. One way 
to develop and encourage honesty in our young people is to honour our commitments in all of our 
relationships (as parents, teachers and responsible mentors), and encourage them to do the same. If we 
agree to do something or schedule a time to meet with someone, we can set a positive example in being 
reliable and following through. God wills for us to flourish in life. Developing these virtues provides a way 
for us to do so. Matthew 7:16 tells us that we are known by our fruit. May we be blessed as we develop 
it!   
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on:  Colossians 3:9-11 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity: For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us 
Pray for: For the school building project; For families and students who are ill or struggling at the 
moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer requests can be sent to 
prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A9-11&version=NIV
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
I have spent a bit of time in the last few weeks talking to students about balance and priorities in life, 
looking at the need to do things other than school work every waking hour but also the need to get in 
quality study time amongst the fun. It is nice to see that some of our students are working hard on 
getting the balance right, using things like exercise, yoga and meditation. Two of the apps being used by 
students to help with meditation are Smiling Mind and Mindfulness, both worth a look and easy to use. 
 
When going over exam results with your children this week, ask them if the results are the best they can 
achieve and, if the answer is no, suggest a more balanced approach to study. All of the secondary staff 
would be happy to help students work on a study schedule that is flexible and has time in it for activities 
that help with focus. 
 
The other issue I have been dealing with lately is haircuts. The uniform policy says "Boys' hair must be of 
a conservative style and length.  Overuse of gel is not permitted.  There must be no radical change of 
hair colour or length, eg. Undercuts.” The problem I am encountering is the fashionable cut of long on 
top and short on the sides. This is generally neat, however, when the sides are extremely short the style 
is in contravention of the part of the rule that says radical change of length. The style is ok as long as 
there is not a big difference in length between the sides and the top. The pictures below shows styles 
that would be unacceptable.  
 
 

Quote of the week. 
 
“In a world full of just doing, doing, doing it’s important to take a moment to just 
breathe, to just be.” Anonymous 
 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

At The Yellow Cottage we believe that the environment is the third teacher. We place a huge 
emphasis on creating rich learning environments. These spaces support the development of 
resourceful learners. We provide many different sources for the children to access as part of their 
learning. We make sure our environments invoke curiosity, they are interesting, engaging and they 
absorb children in complex, deep learning. We work hard to create environments that are vibrant and 
flexible. These spaces are responsive to children and their changing needs, interests and abilities. 
They invite the children to experience, interact, risk take and discover. They contain lots of natural 
materials and open-ended items. Learning environments are one of the key practices outlined in the 
Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF). A carefully and thoughtfully prepared environment however, 
is also integral to many of the other EYLF Principles, Practices and Outcomes.  

  



Curriculum Corner 
 
MUNA 2017 
On Friday 3-Saturday 4 June,  Ms Gibson accompanied Year 10 students Felicity Telfer and Patricia 
Shearan to the MUNA conference sponsored and run by Rotary. MUNA stands for Model United Nations 
Assembly, and it forms one of the valuable youth programmes run by Rotary in Australia. The girls formed 
a team which represented the country of Egypt at the Assembly. They had prepared by researching Egypt, 
and had been given resolutions which were to be debated on Saturday in the assembly room at 
Muswellbrook Shire Council. They worked toward understanding what Egypt’s position would be on many 
complex international issues and contributed to the debate on illicit trafficking in wildlife, political 
declaration on HIV and AIDS, combating glorification of Nazism and neo-Nazism, the situation of human 
rights in the Syrian Arab Republic and reducing nuclear danger. The Assembly began with a dinner at 
Muswellbrook RSL club. There were 13 teams from the Hunter region who competed and the overall 
winners were the team from Hunter School of Performing Arts, who convincingly represented North Korea.  
 
Ms Gibson and the SGS team thank the Scone Branch of Rotary for their kind sponsorship which enabled 
our students to attend. 
 
Ms Gibson   

 

 



Sport News 
 
Primary and Secondary Athletics Carnivals  
 
We were extremely lucky last week with our Athletics Carnivals being held on very spring like days. 
Perfect weather conditions allowed for wonderful days of competition. It is always lovely to see so many 
of our students participating and encouraging one another to do their best.  
 
We had a number of our talented athletes break records over the two days and I would like to make 
special mention and congratulate the following students: 
 

Lachlan Hails  10 boys 100m   14.62 
    10 boys 200m   30.65 

 
Archie Martin  11 boys 100m   14.52 
 
Harry Warner  10 boys 800m   2.49.30 
 
Gilbert O’Brien 16 boys Long Jump  5.62m 
    Intermediate Triple Jump 11.57  

 
At the moment there are a couple of events that still need to be finalised including the Primary 12 Years 
high jump and the Secondary 12 and 13 Years javelin. For this reason I am still unable to announce the 
age champions.  
 
A huge congratulations to Jones House for winning both carnivals. It is great to see Jones making a 
come back!  
 
Primary    Secondary 
Jones   1012   Jones   1774 
Pulling  969   Pulling  1580 
Ledger  930   Ledger  1460 
 
Secondary students selected into the HRIS team must have notes back by Monday, 19 June with the 
HRIS carnival taking place Tuesday, 25 July 
 
Primary students selected into the HRIS team will compete at their HRIS carnival on Friday, 11 August.  
 
Miss Day 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Secondary Athletics Carnival - 2017 

Well done 
Jones! 



Primary Athletics Carnival — 2017 

Go Jones! 



Sport News 
 
AICES Cross Country 
 

On Monday, 5 of our students ran in the AICES Cross Country at Horsley Park in Sydney. All students 
said it was a tough course with many gradual hills to climb. Our students each ran against 70 other 
competitors from 7 different regions. To make the AICES team and compete at CIS students needed to 
place in the top 10. 
 
Shannon Nichols  18th   Tyler Kelly  32nd  
Alex Catzikiris  14th   Harriette Firth 34th  
Wyatt Smith  8th  
 
Congratulations to Wyatt who will now compete at CIS next Thursday 15th June. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CIS Touch Football 
Congratulations to Year 9 student Clancy Moore who represented 
SGS and  played for ACIES in the CIS Touch Football competition at 
Penrith last week. Clancy scored 6 tries from 6 games.  The ACIES 
team won 4 games, tied 1 and lost 1 game over the day. Well done 
Clancy! 
 
 

 
Equestrian News 
Entry forms for the SGS Stockman’s Challenge and Camp Draft are due on Tuesday, 13 June.  
A full report on the North West Horse Expo held at Coonabarabran will be in the Newsletter next week. 
 
Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-ordinator 
 
 



Sports News 
 
Newcastle Knight’s Knockout League Carnival U10’s  
 
Thirteen Year 3 and Year 4 students travelled to Newcastle to participate in the annual Newcastle 
Knight’s Knockout Carnival.  The sun was shining but the breeze was blowing at Waratah Park, 
Newcastle.  With Jock McCosker celebrating his 9th birthday, it was bound to be a great day. 
 
Despite the chilly day the boys were all ‘fired up’ to give it their best shot.  With all the boys listening 
intently to their coaches Brett Hails and Darren Crowther during warm up, it was little wonder that they 
came out and played a great Game 1 against Rutherford Public school.  Winning 20 points to nil, 
Lachlan Hails displayed excellent strategic running (as always) and the opposition just couldn’t get a 
hand on Harry Warner.  George Patterson locked the game up by making a full field run to score under 
the posts.  Game 2 against Thorton saw the boys come away with another win, with Archie Adkins 
scoring in the corner to secure the game.  Oliver Dart and Tommy Hill made some good ground 
through the ruck, and Cooper Clark made some great runs from the dummy half.  Game 3 was a much 
closer game against Telarah, with SGS sneaking in a try in the final minutes to secure a win.  Jock 
McCosker showed excellent form at dummy half and Will Darling made some excellent breaks up the 
sidelines.  Charlton Hall used his size to break through the opposition’s line and made some great 
ground.  The Fourth and final game of the Pool games saw SGS come up against Muswellbrook South.  
The boys had a convincing win with Charlie ‘Palm’ Mitchell making numerous breaks and fending off the 
opposition.  Andrew Crowther and Hugo Firth also showed fine form in defence with Muswellbrook not 
able to get over the line.   
 
At the end of the Pool games, SGS was undefeated and played Singleton Heights in the Quarter Final.  
Singleton was extremely well drilled but our boys showed grit and determination.   Although the game 
ended in a draw at full time, Singleton Heights went through to the semifinal as they were the first try 
scorers.   
 
All boys displayed fabulous sportsmanship and represented the School very well.  A huge thank you to 
our dedicated volunteer coaches Brett Hails and Darren Crowther.  It was a privilege to spend the day 
watching the boys play.  
 
Mrs Patterson 
 

 Happy birthday Jock! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHANGES TO PRIMARY ADMINISTRATION  – HAVE YOUR SAY! 
 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
In September of last year, our Principal, Paul Smart, informed us that the Primary Administration would 
be undergoing a restructure. To be exact it was stated that, “Over the next 15 months we will be 
transitioning to one administration office and, from the beginning of 2018, the functions of the primary 
reception and administration area will be integrated into our main administration office.” 
 
I met with Paul earlier this week to seek clarification. As a result the SGS P&F have unanimously 
decided that as your collective representative, we need to ensure that you are informed and have a 
clear understanding about what this restructure means for our school and more importantly for our 
children. 
 
So what do these proposed changes mean? 
 
They mean that our Primary Administrative Assistant or Primary Secretary, Sandra Reichel will shortly 
be relocated to the Main Administration building. There will no longer be a Primary Secretary located in 
the Primary Campus of SGS. Furthermore, the changes mean that by the beginning of 2018, there will 
be no Primary Secretary at all located anywhere in our school. There will be one Administrative 
Assistant for all students, parents and teachers, who will be located in the main office.  
 
I imagine that this raises many more questions and concerns for you, and our team are more than 
happy to hear them.  It is with this in mind that we invite you to please come along to our P&F meeting 
this Tuesday, 13June (please see details below). Please remember we can always be contacted at 
parentsandfriends@sgs.nsw.edu.au or you can contact any of the below executive P&F members by 
phone.  
 
We are here to be your voice so please, let your voice be heard! 
 
Yours faithfully, P&F Meeting Tuesday 13th 

June 
School library 6pm 

RSVP parentsandfriends@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

BABYSITTING AVAILABLE 

ONSITE 

 
 
 
 

Diana Gillett    Sarah Badenhorst 
President     Vice President  
0431 093 735    0429 172 221  

 
 
 
 

Katie McCann     Erryn Day     Yvonne Clerk 
Secretary      Treasurer    CLP & Fete Co-ordinator 
0429 982 265     0419 449 976   0419 449 976 

mailto:parentsandfriends@sgs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:parentsandfriends@sgs.nsw.edu.au


 



 
 
The Watoto Children’s Choir from Uganda will be coming to Scone on 28th June 2017 performing  
at  Scone High School MPU at 6pm. 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity for everyone to come and hear their music and their stories. 



 

 
 

 
Creative Writing 2017 

 
 
All you budding writers, put pen to paper, and enter!   
 
The closing date is 5.00pm on Sunday, 9 July, 2017.  There are no on-line entries. 
 
The Sections are:   
 
SHORT STORY: May take any form, including original essay, murder/mystery or 
memoir. 
 
Section Nos.  One entry per competitor 
1001  Primary School Student - No more than 1000 words 
1002  Secondary School Student - No more than 1500 words 
1003  Open (18 years & over) - No more than 2500 words 
 
 
ORIGINAL POEM OR PROSE: Poem may take any form, including limerick or shaped 
form.  
 
Section Nos.  One entry per competitor 
1004  Primary School Student -. 
1005  Secondary School Student - May also include sonnet or ballad. 
1006  Open (18 years & over) - May also include sonnet or ballad 
 
 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR: A letter written as if it were to be sent to a newspaper. 
No more than 300 words. One entry per competitor. 
 
Section Nos. 
1007  Primary School Student 
1008  Secondary School Student 
1009  Open (18 years & over) 
 
Should you have any queries please liaise with the Creative Writing Convener, Adrienne 
Casey, on 0427 102264.    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Muswellbrook Rugby Union Club is aiming to re-establish our junior club in 2018. The club would 
like to hear from interested players and parents to help us get our juniors back on the field in 2018. 
The club would like to enter teams in the Hunter Junior Rugby Competition which caters for age groups 
from U7’s to U17’s.  
 
The Hunter Junior Rugby Competition plays games on Saturdays and consists of teams from Singleton, 
Pokolbin, Newcastle, Lake Macquarie, Medowie & Nelson Bay. 
 
We are looking for coaches, managers, players & committee members to re-establish the Junior Club. 
 
If you or your child is interested in playing/coaching Junior Rugby Union in 2018 or you need more in-
formation, please contact us. 
 
muswellbrookrugbyunion@gmail.com or Greg Buckley – President 0427 878910 
 
 

NSW Rugby Union is excited to announce we have your school holiday rugby needs covered like 
Michael Hooper in the breakdown: 

 
Camp Waratah is back again for the July School holidays -Nyngan, Coonamble, Coffs 
Harbour, Wollongong, Lismore, Tamworth, Central Coast and Sydney North - we're 
coming for you! 
Early bird registrations NOW OPEN (offer last up until June 14) 
More details via NSW Rugby Union’s website 

Specific details are on the registration form which can be found at http://www.nswrugby.com.au/
camp 
 

Muswellbrook Rugby Union Club - Juniors 

mailto:muswellbrookrugbyunion@gmail.com
http://www.nswrugby.com.au/camp
http://www.nswrugby.com.au/camp


Community Notices & News 
 
 

For Your Diary 
 
Monday, 24 April to Friday, 23 June 
 
Week 7 (A) 
Friday 9 June 
HVGS Rugby 7s Secondary 
 
Week 8 (B) 
Monday 12 June 
Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend 
Tuesday 13 June 
HICES Debating Round 4 
HRIS Secondary Football 15s Trials 
N'West Primary Rugby 7s Regional Final 
ICAS Subject Competition (Primary) – Writing 
Sing Out Loud Together - Year 6G 
Rugby Referee Course 
P&F Meeting 
Wednesday 14 June 
Year 10 Science - UH Science & Engineering  
Challenge 
HRIS Public Speaking Gala Day 
ICAS Subject Competition (Primary) – Spelling 
Thursday 15 June 
HSC History Study Days to Saturday, 17 June 
Years 11 & 12 Industrial Study Excursion to  
Tamworth 
CIS Prim / Sec Cross Country 
Friday 16 June 
Years 3 & 4 Excursion to "Mr Stinky" 
Years 9/10 Geography Fieldwork 
Mission Australia Sleepover 
Week 9 (A) 
Tuesday 20 June 
Sing Out Loud Together - Year 6G 
Wednesday 21 June 
Year 12 Chemistry Enrichment at Newcastle Univ 
Thursday 22 June 
Author Illustrator Visit – Mr Martin Chatterton 
Years 9/10 Geography Fieldwork 
Friday 23 June 
End Term 2 
 
Saturday 24 June – Sunday 25 June 
SGS Camp Draft Weekend School 
Monday 26 June 
SGS Stockman's Challenge & Camp Draft 
 
Term 3 commences Monday, 17 July 

Canteen Roster  

 
Term 2 – Monday 24 April to Friday 23 June 
 
Week 7 (A) 
Thursday 8 June 
Jenny Crackett, Katie McCann 
Friday 9 June 
Jenny Crackett, Jaymiee Allen, Georgie Ryan 
 
Week 8 (B) 
Monday 12 June 
Public Holiday 
Tuesday 13 June 
Jenny Crackett, Linda MacCallum 
Wednesday 14 June 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 15 June 
Fiona Bailey, Tania Dart 
Friday 16 June 
Fiona Bailey, Emma Burnett, Katie King 
 
Week 9 (A) 
Monday 19 June 
Jenny Crackett, Danielle Saw-Townsend 
Tuesday 20 June 
Fiona Bailey   XXXX–Helper required please 
Wednesday 21 June 
Fiona Bailey, Acey Firth 
Thursday 22 June 
Jenny Crackett XXXX–Helper required please 
Friday 23 June 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day, Julie Smart 
 
End Term 2 
 
Term 3 commences Monday, 17 July 

   


