
Thursday 20 July, 2017 

 
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
Welcome back to the new term. We are well and truly underway, with 
learning happening straight away across the school. It is wonderful to 
have the vibrancy of the school evident so quickly. 
 
We commenced the term with Open Day and our second Secondary 
Experience Day. Both of these were very positive events and an 
opportunity for many to develop their knowledge and understanding of 
our school. 
 
The Secondary Experience Day has been a very good development 
and has been well-received by families. 
 

Primary Open’s 7’s Rugby 
 
Congratulations to the Primary Open Boys Rugby 7’s team on their success at the State 
Championships. They placed third in the State, which is an excellent result. A special thank you to 
the coaches, Angus Patterson and Warren Park, and Mrs Amy Patterson for her organization of this 
team. 
 
We look forward to holding our second round of Parent Teacher interviews next week, for all 
students in Kinder to Year 11. 
 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 

 
 
  

Save the Date…… 

Friday, 13 October 2017 

SGS Twilight Artshow 

‘Unfamiliar Exploration’ 

3.00pm to 8.00pm 

…...Watch this Space 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
Welcome back to all students and school families as we head into Term 3, which I’m sure will be full of many new 
learning adventures and certainly action-packed on many fronts.  I trust the holidays have been a refreshing break 
and I do hope that there has also been some opportunity to reflect on the first two terms, discuss the Semester One 
Reports, celebrate achievements and progress made and refocus on fresh goals for the remainder of this year. 
 
Semester One Reports (sent home in the first week of the holidays) were the first published in the new report 
format.  We are hoping these new reports will more accurately inform parents of where your child is up to as they 
progress through the year and we look forward to your feedback as to any ways we can further adapt the report 
format to assist our communication with you.   
 
Parent /Teacher Interviews will be conducted next week on Monday and Wednesday and teachers are looking 
forward to this opportunity of sharing with you.  The timing of these interviews has been brought forward in 
response to feedback from parents, in order to provide a closer follow-up opportunity after the semester reports.  
Please make every effort to be involved, whether you are new parents or have been involved in the School for some 
time.  Information regarding booking an interview has been sent home via email and is also available via the 
Skoolbag App and the SGS website.  Please contact the Primary Office if you have any difficulties with this process.  
We hope to see all families participating.  Every child deserves and needs our involvement! 
 
This term all Primary students will be participating in Primary Camps, which are an important part of the overall SGS 
outdoor education programme.  The schedule for camps is as follows: 
Week 3 - Year 5   Milson Island (31 July- 4 August) 
Week 5 - Year 3    Lake Mac  (16-18 August) 
  Year 4   Galston Gorge (16-18 August) 
Week 6 - Year 2   Sydney  (24-25 August) 
Week 7 - Year 6   Canberra  (3-7 September) 
  Year 1   Dubbo  (7-8 September) 
Week 8 - Kindergarten Sleepover SGS   (14 September) 
Information is being progressively sent home by respective year level teachers regarding the camps and we are 
excited about these special opportunities for the students.  Please pray that all will go well and that 
students will be able to gain as much as possible from each of their camp experiences. 
 
I would like to particularly congratulate Archie Martin (Year 5 Gold) on his recent selection into the 
NSWCIS Primary Cross Country Team and wish him every success as he competes this Friday, 21 
July, in the NSWPSSA Cross Country Championships at Eastern Creek.  Archie placed 6th in the 11 Yrs 
Boys event at the CIS Championships last term and on Friday will race over 3000m, which is 
scheduled to start at 1:40pm. 
 
All Primary students received information this week about the 2017 ‘Mayor For A Day’ 
Competition.  K -2 students are invited to draw a poster of their favourite place in their local community, while 
students from Years 3-6 are encouraged to write about what they would do to make our local community a better 
place if they were the ‘Mayor For A Day’. 
 
This term, our local CBA Branch has initiated some competition activities to encourage students who participate in 
School Banking.  They w ill be awarding tw o ‘Consistent Saver’ awards (Yrs K-2 and Yrs 3-6), an award for the 
most deposits (the largest number, not the largest amount) made during the term.  Please contact Mrs Reichel in 
the Primary Office if you would like your child to participate in School Banking, or if you are available and would like 
to assist in facilitating the programme.  It only involves about an hour on Thursday (or Friday) mornings and we 
would always appreciate any extra support.  
 
Good Humour for the Week  
What’s the best fish to eat at the beginning of the week?  Barra-Monday! 
What did one owl say to the other after the dance?   That was a hoot! 
 
Congratulations to Jack Goodhew (Kindergarten Blue), Sasha Studdy (Year 5 Gold), Thomas Dart (Year 2 Gold), 
Ivee Allan (Year 4 Blue) and Ben Martin (Year 6 Blue), who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each 
of these students all the best as they enjoy this happy occasion and share this special time with their family and 
friends. 



From Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prior to the mid-year break, students from Scone Grammar School, Mrs Hollis and I went to the 2017 
Upper Hunter Schools’ Student Leadership Summit. This inaugural summit is a joint venture 
between the schools of the Upper Hunter and Where There’s A Will Foundation. This event was led by 18 
students who took part in the National Student Leadership Summit held at St Peter’s School in Adelaide in 
February. This included our School Captains, Fintan Conway and Maddison Cook and Chapel Prefects 
Hugh Price and Brydie Moore. This leadership team selected several students from Years 9 - 11 to attend 
the Summit with them.   

 
 

Scone Grammar School is a keen participant in this programme as we believe in providing opportunities 
for our students to develop and apply their leadership skills. Learning how to lead and serve is a key 
component of our strengths-based approach to the building up of our young people. The prime objectives 
of this Summit were to harness the creativity and energy of student leaders in promoting well-being 
initiatives in school life and to learn from each other whilst documenting the hopes and dreams for the 
school community. Students were encouraged to commit to action and to meet again in Term 4 to discuss 
outcomes from the event. The students who attended are to be commended for their commitment to the 
ideals of the Summit and the level of enthusiasm they displayed.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on:  Galatians 5:13 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us; the success of the Vanuatu Mission Trip  
Pray for: Opportunities for our students to be engaged in acts of service; For the school building project; 
For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! 
(specific prayer requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer 
group- not published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5:13
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From Head of Secondary 
 
Welcome back to Term 3. I hope everyone had a relaxing holiday because I think it's going to be a busy 
term ahead. This week, I thought it would be a good idea to highlight a few things that are happening 
this term so everyone can plan ahead. 
 
Week 2 starts w ith Parent Teacher interviews on Monday and Wednesday for Years 7 -11.  
Please make appointments with staff using the Parent Lounge. If you are having difficulty accessing this 
please contact the School office. In Week 3, Years 7 and 9 have been chosen to participate in an online 
NAPLAN readiness test to help NESA and the AIS see how schools would cope if this testing went 
completely online. Please assure students that this is not a test that they will be marked on, like NAPLAN, 
but is purely to test our digital capabilities. Also in Week 3 are the Years 8 and 10 subject selection 
evenings. These will be held in the STLC and are aimed at providing students, currently in Years 8 and 10 
and their families, information about subjects that will be available next year and I encourage all families 
to join us for those two evenings. Year 12 know that Week 3 also signals the start of their HSC Trial 
Exams which run from the Wednesday to the Friday of Week 4. 
 
In Week 5 we are running an information evening for Year 12, followed by an opportunity for students to 
do their UAC entries and for Parent Teacher Interviews. The purpose of this evening is to talk about what 
the ATAR is, explore post-school opportunities and scholarships and for staff to provide feedback based 
on the Trial exams. 
 
The highlight for Year 11 this term is the Week 6 Ski Camp. Following their return, they will need to get 
back into the swing of study quickly as their end-of-preliminary course exams occur in Weeks 9 and 10. 
On the Thursday of Week 10, Year 11 will set up, organise and serve the Valedictory Dinner for Year 12. 
Friday of Week 10 is Year 12's final day and, while I think that is exciting for them, some of them tell me 
it is scary! 
 
I think I am tired already and I haven't mentioned the Maths, History, Geography, English or Music 
excursions or the myriad of sports events this term.  
 
The quotes of the week give me hope of more than just surviving Term 3. 
 
"Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races one after the other." Walter Elliott  
 
"Patience and perseverance have a magical effect before which difficulties disappear and 
obstacles vanish." John Quincy Adams 
 
Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

It has been great to see all the smiling faces return back to The Yellow Cottage for the start of Term 
3. This term we welcome a new staff member Monique Estrada. Monique will be working in the Green 
Room with Emma and Kirsty’s Group for the rest of this year. Please introduce yourself and make her 
feel welcome.  
 
This term our Grammar Minds focus will be on Co-Operation. This is an important learning 
disposition, it involves collaboration, empathy, listening, interdependence and imitation. We are asking 
that families embrace this type of learning at home and in conjunction with us at The Yellow Cottage. 
 
Our first project this term that needs your Co-Operation w ill be our focus on Plastic Free July. 
Please join us in taking up this challenge. You can help us to become waste warriors.  
 
1. Let's all try to REDUCE our use of single use plastics. Use containers and paper instead of zip lock 
bags and cling wrap.  
2. If we have to use plastic, let's try to REUSE it. We will encourage the children to take home zip lock 
bags to reuse on another day.  
3. If we can't reuse it, let's RECYCLE it. We will encourage the children to use the recycling and 
compost bins for all their waste.  
 
Let's join together and take the challenge!! 
 
http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/living-plastic-free.html 
 
We would like to thank the families that already supply Plastic Free lunch boxes. You are helping us 
win the war on waste. Liesa has really inspired all of us at The Yellow Cottage to join her in becoming  
Waste Warriors. She has worked with the children and the staff to highlight how much rubbish we 
generate. She has educated us in new ways to recycle and the children have even made their own 
paper out of our rubbish. Thank you Liesa for educating us and for your passion in making these 
changes. It is a project that requires Co-Operation from all our families. Please join our challenge and 
support our war on waste.  
 
 

http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/living-plastic-free.html


Curriculum Corner 
 
Year 12 Maths News 
 
Year 12 will soon be undertaking their Trial HSC Exams. As part of their preparation for the Maths exams, 
8 students travelled to Sydney in the recent school holidays to attend a series of lectures organised by the 
Mathematical Association of NSW and presented over two days at Sydney Uni. These lectures are an 
annual event and are given by very experienced teachers, many of whom are also HSC markers.  
 
Liz Croaker attended two days of Extension 2 lectures, whilst Toby Croaker, Toby Barry, Shannon Nichols, 
Abby McDonald, Brydie Moore, Zenanee Clout, Millie Ross and I attended the 2U Mathematics (“Basics” 
and “Beyond the Basics”) lectures. All students agree that the experience was very worthwhile, even 
though the days were completely “brain-draining”!  
 
The 2U Mathematics lectures were given by Eddie Woo, who you may have seen recently on the Australian 
Story and/or Insight programmes. We all felt quite inspired; his ability to really engage the students is 
amazing.  I would like to congratulate the students for making such a great effort to attend the lectures 
and for the mature way in which they conducted themselves. They arranged their own tickets, 
accommodation (either with relatives or at the Central Station YHA), food and transport for the entire trip. 
 
I sincerely hope that their efforts will be justly rewarded in the Trial and HSC exams.  
 
Sally Sim 

 

 

SGS Students attending the Maths 
Lectures at Sydney Uni 

Inspirational Maths Teacher Mr Eddie 
Woo in action 

Mr Woo sharing his passion 
for Trigonometry 



Curriculum Corner 
 
Year 12 Maths Extension Donut Excursion 
 
On Thursday 22 June, Year 12 Extension Mathematics students travelled to “The Hidden Donut” in 
Aberdeen to put into practice the skills the Extension 2 students had learned in the topic ‘Volumes’ and 
calculate the volume of a torus (the mathematical name for a donut shape) in the real world. To calculate 
the volume we used the calculus method of ‘cylindrical shells’, which involves finding the volumes of 
incredibly small hollow cylinders (‘shells’) constructed within the torus shape, then adding all these small 
volumes together (using integral calculus) to find the total volume of the shape.  
 
Since most of the donuts on sale were decorated with icing or chocolate or cream, we had to especially pre
-order some that were completely plain, so that they could be measured. Once the measuring and 
calculations were finished, everyone was able to enjoy some donuts of their own choice. 
We would like to thank Mr Bulley for organisng the excursion and driving the bus.    
 
Mackenzie Barker (Year 12) 

 
 
 

 

 

 Making Maths fun!   



Curriculum Corner (Cont’d) 
 
Success for our Debating Teams 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been awarded certificates for the ‘Best Debaters’ 
in the Hunter Region in Regional Rounds. 
 
Junior:  Alexis Walsh, Equal third  
 
Middle:  Heidi Edlington, Equal fourth 
                Charlotte Heaton, Equal fourth 
                Bridget Burnett, Equal fifth 
                Hamish Guiana,  Equal fifth 
 
 
Two SGS debating teams have also made it into the Elimination Final - the Junior team will compete 
against HVGS Red and the Middle team will compete against Pittwater. Congratulations to all of our 
budding debaters! 
 
Mrs Deb Moore 
 
 

Equestrian News 
 
Congratulations to Millie Fisher and Tommi Studdy for completing the Equestrian Australia General 
Riding and Horse Management Introductory Courses. For those students continuing this course and any 
students interested in commencing the Equestrian Australia Introductory courses please contact Marcia 
Williamson amwequine@bigpond.com 
 
Tuesday Horse Sports will commence for Term 3 on 25 July.  
 
Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-ordinator 

Hospitality Work Placement for Year 11 Students 
Well done to Year 11 students Lleyton Hails and Mikayla Hamson for spending their first week of the 
school holidays on work placement. Lleyton spent his time at Asser House and Mikayla at Hunter Belle 
Cheese, with both students finding the experience a very valuable insight into the day-to-day running of 
a café.  

Mrs Lambley 

 

mailto:amwequine@bigpond.com


Book Week—19 to 26 August, 2017 

 

 

 

 
To all and sundry, near and far, parents in particular… 
Book Week is fast approaching.  Our theme for the Parade is Escape to Everywhere so we invite 
students to dress as a character from a book that provides an escape into a different world, or one that 
opens our eyes and hearts to the experiences of other people in different cultures and times in history.   
As a reader I have been to Hogwarts and Narnia, escaped the perils of Nazi Germany and explored 
jungles, the bottom of the sea and outer space.  I have fled the Home for Mislaid Children with Tensy 
Farlow and escaped from prison with Toad.  I have found a way to freedom with Subhi, a refugee in a 
detention centre, and with Anh Do on a leaky boat.  I have sailed on the Titanic and survived in war torn 
Afghanistan. 
 
Books let you fight dragons, meet the love of your life, travel to faraway lands and laugh 
alongside friends, all within their pages.  They’re an escape that brings you home. 
 
Some suggestions: 
 
Come as Isabella Charm or Xavier Stone from Deborah Abela’s Grimsdon; dress up as a fairytale 
character such as Hansel or Gretel, Rapunzel or Jack, all of whom fled from peril of one kind or another.  
Come as Alex or Conor Bailey from The Land of Stories, or one of the myriad characters in the Harry 
Potter series.  Dress up as Gangsta Granny, Mr Stink, the BFG, Fantastic Mr Fox or one of the heroes 
from Olympus.  Come as Molly who escapes the Moore River Settlement by following the rabbit-proof 
fence. There are a million stories, which allow us to ‘escape to everywhere!’ 
 
Prizes will be awarded to a boy and a girl in each year group. There will also be some 
awards for creative costumes and a People’s Choice Award. 
 

Join us for the show! 
When: Monday 21 August 2017 at 11am 

Where: Primary Basketball Courts 
 
The Scholastic Book Fair will be set up on the deck outside the Trade Training Centre.  
Please support our School by buying a book.  
 

 
 

 

 



Book Week—19 to 26 August, 2017 
Scholastic Book Fair: 21-25th August 2017 
As part of our celebration of Book Week, the Library will be holding a Scholastic Book Fair where 
students are given the opportunity of purchasing books and other items.  Not only is a Scholastic Book 
Fair a great way to support and encourage your child’s reading, it has the added bonus of helping the 
Library to acquire much-needed resources.  So please come and visit us during Book Week.  We will 
have a range of different titles for you to purchase on display in the Library.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Louise Broomfield 
Teacher Librarian 

 
Ordering Co-Curricular School Photos 
All co-curricular photos are now available to look at and order online. This includes Jones House 
Captains, Pulling House Captains, Ledger House Captains, Secondary School Captains, Year 12 FUN and 
Secondary School Captains & Chapel Prefects. 
 

www.theschoolphotographer.com.au 
Use access code: 17S396VT35SG 

Prices: 

$16.00 each, 2 for $30.00, 3 for $42.00, 4 for $52.00 or 5 for $60.00 

Any additional photographs are $10.00 each. 

All Orders to be made by 4 August, 2017 

 
 

 

A reminder SPORTS PHOTOS are scheduled to be taken 
on TUESDAY 12 September 



Sports News 
 

Primary Rugby 7’s State Final 
 
During the first week of the holidays, Scone Grammar’s Primary Rugby 7’s team ventured to Sydney to 
contest the State Finals. Their qualification came as a result of winning the zone and regional carnivals. 
 
The competition was extremely fierce but the boys dug deep and were able to come out on top of their 
Pool after the first 3 games. This saw them progress to the semi-finals.  They met St Therese, Mascot in 
the semi-final.  Their pace and aggression got the better of us and they came away with a 25-10 victory.  
St Therese later took out the 2017 State Final.  SGS played St Joseph’s Alstonville in the 3rd v 4th play 
off.  SGS show cased their draw and pass skills to come away with a very convincing 30-5 victory. 
This win placed SGS 3rd in the state. This is a most remarkable achievement for a school of our size.  
 
The boys are to be commended on this wonderful achievement and for the overall way they conducted 
themselves and represented their school. They can be extremely proud. 
 
A special thank you to the parents that have provided much support and to the coaches, Angus 
Patterson and Warren Park, we appreciate the time and dedication you have provided. A special mention 
to Mr Feeney who travelled down to Sydney to watch the boys.  His support was greatly appreciated by 
the boys, parents and coaches. 
 
Mrs Patterson 
 

 

Back Row: Josh Crowther, Jordan Mount, Dan O’Regan, Bailey Park, Harry Faulkner, Braedon Hails 
Front Row: Matthew Edwards, Hunter Ryan, Max Patterson, Daniel Crowther 
Coaches: Warren Park & Angus Patterson 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write up!  Calling all budding writers currently in High School! 
  
Enter the Upper Hunter High School Students’ ‘Scone Literary Festival Writing 
Competition’ and win $1000 worth of prize money! 
  
Have your chance at $1000 worth of prizes and the opportunity to feature your writing at the Scone 
Literary Festival on 11 - 12 November in Scone. 
  
One of the feature events of the Scone Literary Festival will be a writing competition for high school 
students across the Upper Hunter REGION. Students from Scone High School, Scone Grammar School 
(grades 7-12), Merriwa Central School (grades 7-12), St Joseph’s High School Aberdeen and 
Muswellbrook High School are invited to submit their story with the theme Making Connections in 500 
words or less. 
  
Winners will have the chance to share the $1000 prize pool allocated by the Scone Literary Festival 
2017, as well as secure the opportunity to showcase their writing at the Scone Literary Festival. The 
Winner of the competition will also receive free entry tickets to Scone Literary Festival on 11th and 12th 
November at the Scone Arts and Crafts Hall. This year’s festival is to feature some big names of the 
writing world including Rosalie Ham, author of The Dressmaker, as well as ex-Prime Minister Keating’s 
speech writer Don Watson, Gold Walkley Award winning journalist Joanne McCarthy and local ‘living 
treasure’ and ABC Radio National broadcaster Phillip Adams. A screening of The Dressmaker will 
feature on the Saturday night of the Festival and will be introduced by the film producer Sue Maslin 
and Rosalie Ham. 
So start writing, ask your teachers and parents for their support, and see what magic you can muster 
for this inaugural competition for youths in the Upper Hunter. 
Scone Literary Festival mission: To promote books and to nurture a love of literature, 
learning and writing.  
  
For more information and updates to the program visit: www.sconewritersfestival.com.au 
 
Media enquiries please contact Jan Sinclair on 0433 068 918 
 

On Behalf of 

Scone Literary 

Festival 

http://www.sconewritersfestival.com.au/
tel:0433%20068%20918


 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Term 3  
Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22 September 
 
Week 1 (B) 
Friday 21 July 
Year 11 First Aid Course 
Years 9 & 10 Elective Geography - Hunter River 
 
Week 2 (A) 
Monday 24 July 
Parent/Teacher Interviews – Kinder to Year 11 
Maths Inspiration Day at Newcastle (Years 9-12) 
Tuesday 25 July 
HRIS Secondary Athletics, Glendale 
Wednesday 26 July 
Parent/Teacher Interviews – Kinder to Year 11 
Year 10 Geography to Redhead Beach 
HRIS Cultural Festival 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 27 July 
Netball Schools' Cup Gala 
Foundation Meeting 
Friday 28 July 
“Dusted Off” Stage 5 History & English 
 
Week 3 (B) 
Monday 31 July 
Year 5 Camp to Milson Island to 4 August 
NAPLAN Trial & 1 August 
Subject Selection Stage 6 2018 – students currently 
in Year 10 
Tuesday 1 August 
NAPLAN Trial 
Year 5 Camp to Milson Island to 4 August 
ICAS Subject Competition – English 
Wednesday 2 August 
Year 12 Trial Exams to 11 August 
HRIS 15s Soccer Gala Day (Boys & Girls) 
Year 5 Camp to Milson Island to 4 August 
Subject selection Stage 5 2018 for students  
currently in Year 8 
Thursday 3 August 
Year 9 Geography - Newcastle Foreshore 
Year 5 Camp to Milson Island to 4 August 
Friday 4 August 
Year 5 Camp to Milson Island – campers return 
 

Canteen Roster   

 
Term 3  
Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22 September 
 
Week 1 (B) 
Monday 17 July (B) 
Friday 21 July 
Fiona Bailey, Rachel Northam 
 
Week 2 (A) 
Monday 24 July 
Jenny Crackett, Catherine Russell 
Tuesday 25 July 
Fiona Bailey     XXXX 
Wednesday 26 July 
Fiona Bailey, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 27 July 
Jenny Crackett, Charlotte Parry-Okeden 
Friday 28 July 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Carrington 
 
Week 3 (B) 
Monday 31 July 
Jenny Crackett, Tracey Stewart 
Tuesday 1 August 
Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Wednesday 2 August 
Jenny Crackett, Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 3 August 
Fiona Bailey     XXXX 
Friday 4 August 
Fiona Bailey, Kerrily Adams, Erryn Day 
 
Week 4 (A) 
Monday 7 August 
Jenny Crackett, Lorraine Bull 
Tuesday 8 August 
Fiona Bailey     XXXX 
Wednesday 9 August 
Fiona Bailey, Helen Smith 
Thursday 10 August 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart 
Friday 11 August 
Jenny Crackett, Julie Smart 
 
XXXX   Helper Needed Please 

  


