
Thursday  27 July, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
This week we have had our second round of Parent/Teacher Interviews.  
Thank you to all who were able to attend. We greatly value this time 
together discussing the students’ learning. We moved this session of 
Parent Teacher Interviews to early in the term as a change in practice. 
 
We would appreciate feedback from you on this change and any other 
aspects of the Parent/Teacher Interviews. 
 
I often share with you the positive feedback we get about our students in 
the public when we get a phone call and a letter. This week I would like 
to share a message about the dedication and commitment of the staff. It 
is wonderful to receive positive feedback and to be encouraged by the 
comments. In this instance it is about the Secondary staff. 
 

The email subject was – I want to shout from the roof tops how amazing the Secondary School is 
at SGS 
 
“Good Morning Paul, 
I wanted to write and tell you how impressed both my husband and I were with all of our son’s 
teachers. All the money in the world could not buy the support, differentiation, love, 
encouragement and individual assistance that your teachers provide. People who walk away from 
this to other schools do not fully understand what they are missing. 
 
We are very grateful and feel so privileged that our son has them as part of his school journey.” 
 
We are thankful of the encouragement and also believe it is our privilege to share in the learning 
journey with each and every student of the Scone Grammar School. 
 
We are hosting three Indian students from the Welham Boys’ School this term. The three boys 
have settled in well this week and have already started experiencing new activities and 
opportunities. Please take the time to speak to the boys and discover something of the difference 
between our cultures. 
 
Have a wonderful week. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 

L-R: Madhav Tulysan, Kunden Jindal, Vandit Khandelwal 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
 
Thank you parents for your involvement in the Parent/Teacher Interviews this week.  Primary staff have really 
appreciated these opportunities to share with you, to discuss Semester Reports, to listen to your feedback and to 
explore ways we can continue to work together effectively on behalf of each of the students.  I value those 
comments that have already been passed on related to the Semester Reports.  I t is a process of change and 
we look forward to any other feedback as to ways we can further adapt the report format to assist our 
communication with you. 
 
Please remember also that, following the release of the Semester Reports, a Comparative Academic Performance 
Overview is available on request.  This provides an indication of your child ’s performance in comparison 
with their year group cohort.  Please contact Mrs Reichel in the Primary Office or your child’s class teacher to obtain 
a copy. 
 
This week we received results from the ICAS Digital Technologies and Science Competitions: 
Digital Technologies 
Credit   Year 3 Edward Kimpton 
   Year 4 Georgina Kimpton, Hunter Wild 
   Year 5 Sarah Clark, Ryan Dowell, Nicholas Gallagher, Finn Deasy 
Distinction  Year 3 Hugo Shann 
Science 
Credit   Year 3 Callum Doherty, Ava Hatherley, Edward Kimpton 
   Year 4 Ellen Barnes, Joshua Chopin, Lourens Ardesch, Samuel Gillett 
   Year 5 Nicholas Gallagher, Finn Deasy 
Distinction  Year 4  Mitchell Baker 
High Distinction Year 5 Ryan Dowell 
Congratulations to all students involved on these pleasing results. 
 
Earlier this year, we were focussing on Resilience, as part of our SGS Grammar Minds 
journey.  I was delighted to receive this emailed picture through the week of Ava Roelfsema 
who, despite having suffered a broken leg during the holidays after a fall from a horse, was 
determined not to let being confined to a wheelchair stop her from being involved in Boot 
Camp.  A wonderful example for us all of being resilient.  Well Done Ava! 
 
Next week, Year 5 will be away on Year 5 Camp at Milson Island and we wish all those involved a wonderful week 
with good health, safe travels, exciting adventures, new challenges and many special memories.  Rev Nate will be 

visiting the camp on Thursday, together with the Indian exchange students.  
 
Archie Martin (Year 5 Gold) represented CIS at PSSA Cross Country last Friday.  He 
came 3rd in the CIS team (which was an improvement on his results from the CIS Carnival) and 
20th overall in a field of 77 PSSA 11 Year Boys competitors.  This was an outstanding effort in a 
very tough race.  Archie was extremely happy with the outcome and we are all very proud of his 
wonderful achievement.  
 
A number of our students have also been involved recently in 
vaulting, competing at the NSW STATE VAULTING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS at SIEC (Sydney International 

Equestrian Centre). SGS Competitors included Ella Bennett (3G), Paige Baxter (3G), 
Charlotte Clarke (4B), Sarah Clarke (5B), Grace Pratley (Yr 7) and Phillip Ritter (Yr 
10).  SGS students competed as part of the SEVT (Scone Eventing Vaulting Team).  
They were amazing, winning many ribbons and are now looking forward to the 
Nationals in September. 
  
Good Humour for the Week  
Were the pyramids built by the Egyptians? I sphinx so! 
Why is the Hunter River always so relaxed? It just goes with the flow! 
Why did the drama teacher visit the doctor? To have her cast removed! 
 
Congratulations to Caitlin Atkinson (Year 4 Gold), Archie Adkins (Year 3 Blue), Yasmin Miller (Year 4 Blue) and 
James Miller (Year 2 Blue) who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these students all the best 
as they enjoy this happy occasion and share this special time with their family and friends. 



From Dean of Students P-12 
 
Have you wondered what all of our ‘Grammar Minds’ talk is about?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cultivating in our students resourceful and reflective habits for a lifetime of learning in an ever-changing 
world is a challenge that all contemporary teachers face. With the amazing rate information is being 
created in the 21st century, ‘knowing stuff’ learnt through the 20th century learning and teaching transfer 
of knowledge paradigm is no longer relevant. The world now needs good people who can think logically, 
ethically and positively to solve problems. We know that our learners, in light of the gifts God has given 
them, now need to be able to:  
• Experiment, imagine, visualise and question, with wisdom, what is happening around them.  
• Take stock of what is occurring and why.  
• Use their God-given intuition, logic, creative and critical thinking to solve problems.  
• Make new connections from what they learn to extend their vision of God’s world.  
• Find and confirm the information they require.  
 
True learning is the connecting and understanding of areas of knowledge and then being able to apply 
them to solve and analyse a series of problems or situations. To enable this, students’ thinking needs to 
be continuously developed through the regular usage of thinking tools in all areas of their lives and 
learning. At Scone Grammar School we accept this new challenge! This is why we are focusing so deeply 
on the actual skills of learning. We are aiming to teach our students, as well as subject content, how to 
learn! The benefit of this approach to teaching and learning is that it enables our students to grow in the 
learning and social skills that will continue to serve them and their chosen vocations well beyond their 
school life. Grammar Minds is about developing a more positive, flourishing and resilient learner for today 
and tomorrow. We value your support and encouragement in this effort.  
 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on:  Galatians 5:13 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; 
parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us; the 
success of the Vanuatu Mission Trip  
Pray for: Opportunities for our students to be engaged in acts of 
service; For the school building project; For families and students 
who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or 
daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer requests can be sent to 
prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer 
group- not published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5:13
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From Head of Secondary 
 
It has been lovely to chat with many parents at this week's Parent / Teacher interviews. Unfortunately, it 
appeared many of you were unable to attend. We had decided to try interviews early in the term to 
follow reports. I am very interested to know as to whether or not this is something parents appreciate or 
if end of Term Three is a more suitable time. Please take a moment to send me an email and let  me 
know your thoughts on this change.  
 
Last week was a very busy start to the term but it was delightful to see so many new faces at the 
Secondary Experience Day. I look forward to welcoming these students back again. I would like to take 
the opportunity to thank Year 12 student, Shannon Nichols for addressing the students and parents 
explaining why she likes Scone Grammar School. Shannon was bright, bubbly, eloquent and very honest. 
I have received many compliments as to her presentation.  Thank you Shannon you did yourself proud. 
 
This week has seen a Maths excursion to Newcastle, a Geography excursion to Redhead Beach and on 
Friday a History and English production called Dusted Off, as well as HRIS Athletics and a Netball Gala 
Day. All experiences have been educational but also enjoyable. It has been nice to receive reports from 
the excursions about the exemplary behaviour of our students. 
 
Finally this week I would like to remind parents of the opportunity that exists in our library three 
afternoons a week. Our staff volunteer their time in after school study Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons to help students with their work. This opportunity is very rare in other day schools and is of  
great benefit to our students. Please encourage your child/ren to make the most of this help as it is 
valuable to students of all abilities.  
 
“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but 
people will never forget how you made them feel” -Maya Angelou 
 
“You can speak well if your tongue can deliver the message of your heart.” -John Ford 
 
Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

         

 

Save the Date…… 

Friday, 13 October 2017 

SGS Twilight Artshow 

‘Unfamiliar Explorations’ 

3.00pm to 8.00pm 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

This week the Upper Hunter is hosting an Appreciative Inquiry Summit. The Summit is being hosted in 
the Upper Hunter by the local charity, “Where There’s A Will” and will unite almost 200 people from 
the Upper Hunter, Muswellbrook and Singleton Shires. People from different walks of life, come 
together to discuss building pathways to help young people flourish across Upper Hunter schools and 
communities. Scone Grammar School and The Yellow Cottage are lucky enough to be part of this 
Summit. We look forward to sharing information, after the Summit, with our families. 
 
The idea of flourishing is something we consider very important at The Yellow Cottage. Over the 
holiday period staff at The Yellow Cottage shared their flourishing moments from Term 1 and Term 2. 
During this term we will  share these with you in the Newsletter. People who flourish are able to feel 
good and function effectively.  They have the resilience to lean into life, the energy and strength to 
show up, the grit to accomplish what matters to them, the skills to build good relationships and a 
sense of meaning and purpose to guide them. They have the confidence to navigate their way 
through the natural highs and lows of life which enables them to consistently flourish rather than just 
get by. 
 
This week I will start with Elaine Edwards. Please enjoy reading her flourishing moments. It is these 
moments that make our Yellow Cottage so special. Thank you for sharing Elaine. 
 
The first half of this year has been very busy but amazing. I absolutely love being part of TYC team 
and working with such passionate and dedicated people. The children get to enjoy so many wonderful 
experiences and I have enjoyed being a part of all of them. I think for me personally, I couldn't have 
asked for a better experience with the children than having them and the staff come to my farm. I 
have such a passion and love for being on the farm and caring for animals that it was great to share 
this with the children and watch them interact with the animals, collect sticks for the fire, enjoying the 
freedom of the outdoors, exploring the environment and most of all having heaps of fun. It made me 
so happy to see the children and staff have such a wonderful day with so many smiles, I think the fact 
that so many parents came to me the next day and over the following week saying how much they 
appreciated us taking the children on a day out to the farm made it even more memorable and the 
stories the children told their families when they went home. The other part of this term that has been 
a definite favourite has been the children interacting and watching the ducklings grow, seeing their 
excitement and curiosity when the ducklings swam for the first time and then as they grew bigger 
creating a ramp for them to walk up and down to get into the water. Also, Luna before she had 
puppies, the children got to see the puppies moving in her belly and placing their hands on her 
abdomen to feel them move. The birth of the pups brought all the families and children together as 
everyday they would ask if she has had them, check the office to see them once they were born, the 
children would take their families into the office and tell them that Luna had puppies, the number of 
boys and girls and that Archie was the dad. I am glad though that I managed to avoid answering the 
question "how did Luna have her babies".  I think this experience gave the children the opportunity to 
watch and learn how animals grow and develop and the care that we must give them, especially 
whilst they are babies, to be very gentle with them and how our interactions with them are so 
important. 
 
A huge thank you again to all families for supporting our project this term Plastic Free July. This week 
we have for sale some beautiful reusable morning tea bags. These bags are $5.00 each and all 
monies raised will go to the purchasing of a recycled plastic bench by Replas Australia for our 
playground. 
 
  



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 

 
 



Curriculum Corner 
 
Congratulations to Montana Cronin Year 7 and Caitlyn Porter Year 8, who made an 18 hour trip to South 
Australia to compete in the SA Junior Heifer Expo held at Adelaide Showground. Caitlyn placed 1st in her 
Heifer Class and  Montana placed 3rd in her Heifer Class. Caitlyn and Montana both placed 1st in their 
Paraders Class, with  Montana also receiving Reserve Champion Parader . Montana was also awarded the 
SA Junior Heifer Expo scholarship for next years’ event. Both girls are to be congratulated and should be 
very proud of their achievements. 

 
 
 
 

Montana Cronin & Caitlyn Porter 



Sport News 
 
HRIS Secondary Athletics Carnival 
 
We were extremely lucky to have our HRIS Secondary Athletics Carnival held on a very spring-like day. 
Beautiful conditions allowed for some fantastic results from our students. I wanted to mention how 
fortunate I am as the Sports’ Coordinator to have such wonderful, helpful students. Due to a number of 
unwell athletes not able to attend, we had numerous events to fill. Our students on the day managed to 
fill so many of these and participate all day giving it their absolute all. Not only this but on our way 
home as we stopped at McDonalds to refuel, to my delight a lovely man came to me to comment on 
how well-mannered our students were. Their commitment to represen our School with pride is superb.  
 
As a result of the students’ hard work, our School placed 4th overall against some much bigger schools in 
our division.  
 
On the day students are also awarded individual age champions and I would like to congratulate the 
following students on achieving this: 
 

Jack Faulkner  13 years boys 
Clancy Moore  15 years boys 
Anna Atkinson  16 years girls 
Luke Edwards 17 year boys  

 
 
There are two divisions for HRIS and the AICES team will be selected in the coming days. AICES 
Athletics will be held on Wednesday 30th August at Homebush in Sydney. Stay tuned for results. 
 
Thank you to Mrs Brennan and Mr Croucher for helping on the day.  
 
Miss Day 
 
 

L-R: Jack Faulkner, Anna Atkinson, Luke Edwards, Clancy  Moore 



Equestrian News 
 
Tuesday Horse Sports commenced this week. 
 
Entries for the Liverpool Plains Equestrian Interschool’s Competition close 
on 1 August. Enter this event through Nominate. All information about this 
event is on the School website. 
 
During the holidays Katrina Gorman and Emme Mitchell competed at the 
State Show Riding Championships held at Tamworth. Katrina was awarded 
State Age Champion for Show Riding and State Age Reserve Champion for 
Dressage. Emme won State Age Champion for Show Riding in her age 
group. 
 
Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-ordinator 

 

 

Woolworths Earn and Learn Programme 
 
We are thrilled to be a part of the Woolworths Earn and Learn Programme again this year.  Last time we 
collected an amazing 32 000 point and the teachers in the Primary Department purchased science 
resources.   
 
This year the point system will be remain the same.  When you shop you will receive a sticker for each 
$10 you spend.  You can collect these and fill in the cards which can be obtained from the School, or 
from the Woolworths store.  When you have filled the card, return it to school for counting.  These can 
be handed into the class teacher or placed in the Woolworths box that is located in the Primary Office. 
 
Secondary School students can drop their stickers into a basket in the front office. 
 
Don’t forget to remind your friends and family that Scone Grammar will be collecting points for Earn and 
Learn.  Thank you for your support! 
 
Julie Jones 



 

After School Academic Programme Term 3 
 
 
 
 



After School Academic Programme Term 3 
 
 



 



 



 



 



Community Notices & News 
 
 

For Your Diary 
 
Term 3 – Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22 
September 
 
 
Week 2 (A) 
Friday 28 July 
“Dusted Off” Stage 5 History & English 
 
Week 3 (B) 
Monday 31 July 
Year 5 Camp to Milson Island to 4 August 
NAPLAN Trial & 1 August 
Subject Selection Stage 6 2018 – students currently 
in Year 10 
Tuesday 1 August 
NAPLAN Trial 
Year 5 Camp to Milson Island to 4 August 
ICAS Subject Competition – English 
Wednesday 2 August 
Year 12 Trial Exams to 11 August 
HRIS 15s Soccer Gala Day (Boys & Girls) 
Year 5 Camp to Milson Island to 4 August 
Subject selection Stage 5 2018 for students 
currently in Year 8 
Thursday 3 August 
Year 9 Geography - Newcastle Foreshore 
Year 5 Camp to Milson Island to 4 August 
Friday 4 August 
Year 5 Camp to Milson Island – campers return 
Year 11 Ag – to Waverley Station 
 
Week 4 (A) 
Monday 7 August 
Year 12 Trial Exams to 11 August 
HICES Debating Elimination – Junior & Middle 
Teams 
Tuesday 8 August 
Year 12 Trial Exams to 11 August 
P & F Meeting 
Wednesday 9 August 
Year 12 Trial Exams to 11 August 
Thursday 10 August 
Year 7 Geography – Fieldtrip to Burning Mountain 
Year 12 Trial Exams to 11 August 
Friday 11 August 
HRIS Primary Athletics Division 1 at Glendale 
Year 12 Trial Exams 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 3 - Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22 
September 
 
 
Week 2 (A) 
Friday 28 July 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Carrington 
 
Week 3 (B) 
Monday 31 July 
Jenny Crackett, Tracey Stewart 
Tuesday 1 August 

Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Wednesday 2 August 
Jenny Crackett, Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 3 August 
Fiona Bailey, Charlotte Parry-Okeden 
Friday 4 August 
Fiona Bailey, Kerrily Adams, Erryn Day 
 
Week 4 (A) 
Monday 7 August 
Jenny Crackett, Lorraine Bull 
Tuesday 8 August 

Fiona Bailey     XXXX 
Wednesday 9 August 
Fiona Bailey, Helen Smith 
Thursday 10 August 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart 
Friday 11 August 
Jenny Crackett, Julie Smart 
 
Week 5 (B) 
Monday 14 August 

Jenny Crackett    XXXX 

Tuesday 15 August 
Jenny Crackett, Sinead Scott 
Wednesday 16 August 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 17 August 
Fiona Bailey, Pip Bishop 
Friday 18 August 
Fiona Bailey, Katie Carrington, Jaymiee Allen 
 
 

XXXX   Helper Needed Please 


