
Thursday 17 August, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We are investing time as a staff on Grammar Minds and learning 
together to strengthen the learning of all the students of Scone 
Grammar School. As adults we need to model being a learner and to 
share the challenge we face as learners with our students so we are 
all learning together. 
 
As part of my learning I have been reading journal articles about 
developing learners. One such article was one by Professor Guy 
Claxton entitled ‘The Virtues of Uncertainty: A Character Curriculum 
for the Learning Age’, in which he encourages us to drive this learning 
change from our values. We seek to embed everything we do at SGS 
in our Christian values which gives meaning to our direction. He also 
encourages us to use the positive psychology movement to support 
this change. These overarching supports will help each and every 

individual develop their learning dispositions, be prepared for the changing world and flourish.  
 
Claxton summarises our 17 learning dispositions into ‘The Big 8’ when incorporating Pos Ed as: 
curiosity, courage, exploration, experimentation, imagination, reasoning, sociability and reflection.  
 
This article reinforces the direction we are taking with Grammar Minds and highlights the value of 
SGS giving time and energy to create Positive Flourishing Learners.  
 
A New Co-Curricular After School Initiative 
 
It was exciting to see that the start of the sailing boat repairs commenced this week. Three of the 
keen sailors worked with Colin Selwood stripping back the decking of one of the cadet boats. We 
are all looking forward to having the boats ready to sail.  
 
Please continue to pray for rain and for those who are so closely affected by the ongoing dry 
weather. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tyler Kelly, Nick Adkins & Oscar Richardson 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
It was a privilege to be able to attend the HRIS Primary 
Division 1 Athletics Carnival last Friday and to share in the 
excitement amongst the SGS students as they participated.  I 
was very proud of each of our students individually, as they 
gave their best in their respective events and also of the whole 
team as they worked so well to support each other.  Some 
students travelled down to compete in just one event but were 
still full of enthusiasm and commitment.  ‘Seasoned 
competitors’ in the team supported younger students and 
everywhere I looked there was encouragement, enthusiam 
and excitement in abundance.  There were some outstanding 
results during the day and I look forward to the 
announcement of the HRIS team for the CIS Athletics Carnival which, I’m sure, will feature many of our 
SGS students.   
I was privileged to also be involved in the presentations at the end of the Carnival and was really thrilled 
to see our SGS team still there, in force, and showing great manners, respect and sportsmanship, 
towards the other teams and the Carnival organisers.  Thank you students, staff and parents for your 
support with this important area. 
Among many fine results, I would like to particularly congratulate Lachlan Hails, who won the 10 Years 
Boys’ Age Championship. An outstanding effort indeed and one I know he has really trained and worked 
diligently towards. Well done Lachlan!  

 
Year 3 and Year 4 have been on camp this week, 
and from all accounts to date, are having a wonderful 
time (together with their teachers and parents).  Year 3 
students are staying at ‘Lake Mac’ and Year 4 students 
are at ‘Galston Gorge’ - both camp sites are run by 
Crusaders.  These outdoor education challenges and 
Christian discovery opportunities are so valuable for 
young growing lives.  Please continue to pray for the 
students, staff, parents and camp leaders. 
 
Next week, Bailey Park and Hunter Ryan will be representing NSWCIS as part of 
the 2017 NSWCIS Primary Rugby team, competing in the PSSA Primary Rugby 
Championships at Port Stephens.  This is a wonderful achievement for both boys.  We 
wish them every success and look forward to news of the results. 
 
K-6 classes will be sharing a Book Week Parade on Monday, 21 August, commencing 
at 11:00am in the Primary playground.  Do set the time aside if you can, and plan to 
come along and join in the excitement of celebrating the joy and wonder of reading.  
Children from The Yellow Cottage will be joining us and sharing in this special event.  

My thanks to Ms Broomfield for the organisation of this activity. 
 
We are all looking forward to the IPSHA Performing Arts Festival / Primary Music Tour next week. It is 
wonderful to know that so many family and friends will be able to attend and share in this very special 
opportunity for the students. 
 
Good Humour for the Week  

 Why was Cinderella terrible at football? 
Because she kept running away from the ball! 
(And besides - Have you ever tried to kick a ball in glass slippers?) 

 Do hot dogs speak the truth? 
Yes, they actually speak quite frankly! 
 
Congratulations to Isabelle Burke (Year 2 Gold), Annabelle Goodchild (Year 4 Blue), Jack Goodhew 
(Kinder Blue), Thomas Dart (Year 2 Gold) and Sasha Studdy (Year 5 Gold), who are all celebrating 
birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these students all the best as they enjoy this happy occasion 
and share this special time with their family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
When students have identified their signature and top supporting strengths through completing the free 
VIA Character Strengths Survey, they are able to discuss issues from positions of strength 
which can overcome the following situations. 21st century students crave for a sense of social 
connectedness from their peers seemingly above all else. Often, they are more comfortable doing what 
they know is not the best for them to protect their social acceptance. Unfortunately, this often means 
students are reluctant to leave their comfort zones to explore other ways of thinking!  

 
 
As part of our Grammar Minds focus here at Scone Grammar, we have been designing learning 
experiences for our students to take advantage of group learning, where they have needed to work as a 
team to learn. Group learning is an effective way to harness and value a wide range of God-given 
abilities, points of view and attitudes to issues, for students to combine their top strengths, to gather 
input from all students, for students to experience ‘peer’ learning and feel valued for their views and 
ideas and to cultivate collaborative and interdependent habits through mindful and empathetic listening. 
Students have been learning that the keys to a well-functioning group are a valuing, tolerance and 
acceptance of individual differences.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us.  
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For the school building project; For families and 
students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer 
requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group - not 
published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

http://www.viacharacter.org/www/Character-Strengths-Survey
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23&version=NIV
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 

“Aim high, shoot for the stars!” This is the encouragement that most people give children; my focus this 

week has been talking to students about how to get there. NASA didn’t aim to put men on the Moon and 
then only do enough work to get them out of the Earth’s atmosphere. In the same vein, students need to 
think about their ambitions. If they want to be a doctor, a lawyer or vet for example they need to do the 
work to allow them to achieve those results. Simply saying “I want to be” isn’t good enough for most of 
us to get there; it takes hard consistent work. Sometimes the things we try can be so difficult that we 
don’t make it. We are working hard with our students to give them the tools to reach their goals and to 
teach them how to be resilient when it is challenging. 

My encouragement to parents this week is encourage your students, pick them up when they fall over, 
brush them off and let them have another attempt. I read a report comment that a friend of mine 
received when we were at school and while, at the time, we were all outraged by the bluntness of the 
comment, I can now step back and see the logic behind it.  The report read, “He needs to follow a 
comprehensive revision programme if he is to be able to experience improvement in this subject and not 
justify his lack of success through lack of effort.” In my discussions with students this week after getting 
back exam and assessment results, several have said they didn’t do well because studying was too boring 
and therefore they didn’t bother. However they all still held ambitions for their future career paths. While 
it is true you don’t have to be the top of the class to be successful, what is also true is that every 
successful person worked hard to get there and didn’t back off when it was tough or boring. Encourage 
students who are finding it difficult this week to keep going by guiding them through what they need to 
do. 

“Challenges are what make life interesting, overcoming them is what makes life meaningful.” J.J. Marine 

“One’s best success comes after their greatest disappointments.” Henry Ward Beecher 

Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

As part of Positive Education practices and generating a flourishing environment, it is important that 
we take the time to savour those positive moments that happen in our child's lives. This week as we 
celebrate "Wellness Week" we would like to share and savour some of those special moments that 
make our preschool such a flourishing environment.  
 
Bryant and Veroff define savouring as the capacity to attend to, appreciate, and enhance the positive 
experiences in your life. When we savour, we’re having positive feelings and we’re aware of them. It’s 
the recognition of how special our connection is between families and The Yellow Cottage. Please 
share a special moment with your child as the staff have recently shared with you, about their day at 
TYC.  
 
Our families have taken the time to share special moments with us via the Skoolbag App. Thank you - 
your positivity makes a huge difference to our preschool. We thought 
we would share a few with everyone.  
 
She enjoys every moment at The Yellow Cottage and wishes 
she could go everyday. 
Matilda Hayes 
 
Harper has absolutely loved all of the hands on animal 
experiences. Especially the visit to Elaine's farm! And being 
able to bring her puppy Frank, in for a visit! Her favourite 
animals at TYC were Audrey's kittens! Thank you team. 
Harper Comincioli  
 
Parker loved walking across the long log with his friend Archie H. He was particularly 
happy when he reached the end and Emma told him what a great job he did! 
Parker  
 
The baby lambs were special to Olivia as she was able to feed them and give them a drink 
and that made her love them. 
Olivia Bower 
 
Harper often tells her family about the bush walk to the complex Emma took her class on. 
They got to walk over the little bridge at the golf course and explore through the trees, 
which Harper was very chuffed about. 
Harper Brennan 
 
Will said when he was chosen to have Robbie Robot to take home it made him feel happy 
and special, and he loved getting to cuddle Robbie. 
Will Hunt 
 
I like how everyone is nice to me, and how we play games on 
how to be nice! 
Millie Bassingthwaite 
 
Samantha really loved going to the Hunter 
Belle Cheese. She was so excited to go on 
a bus ride with her friends and then learn 
all about making cheese. Milking the cow 
was a real highlight for her. 
Samantha Cameron 



Curriculum Corner 
 
Geography Fieldwork 
 
Term 3 has been very exciting geographically. Year 7 and 8 started their study of Geography having 
completed their study of History in Semester 1. During Week 1, Elective Geography students finalised their 
field investigations into the health of the Hunter River. This investigation has involved completing basic 
water tests and making detailed notes based on observations about landuse at sites as far north as 
Belltrees right down to Newcastle Harbour. The Upper Hunter field activities occurred during our lesson 
time and then on Friday 21 July, we completed the Lower Hunter sites. 
 
The following week saw Year 10 travel to Redhead Beach to gather data for their Research Action Plan. 
They participated in a variety of field activities and observed the ways humans have impacted on the 
coastline both positively and negatively. A couple of the students tried their arm at throwing oranges into 
the ocean to demonstrate longshore drift and all enjoyed the opportunity to walk along the beach on a 
glorious winters day. Many thanks to Mr Adrian Berry who spent the day with us. 
 
On Thursday 2 August, Year 9 travelled to Newcastle to observe first-hand urban redevelopment in the 
inner city as part of the Changing Places topic in the new Australian Curriculum. The students observed 
historical images of the area and compared current landuses to previous activities and discussed 
management strategies in response to some of the issues. Many thanks to Mr Nick Price who assisted with 
this trip. 
 
Year 7 experienced their first fieldtrip as they visited Burning Mountain Nature Reserve accompanied by 
Mrs D Moore, Miss Stratford and Mrs Roots. As part of the Landscapes and Landforms topic, the students 
have been looking at the different values placed on landscapes and landforms with specific reference to 
Burning Mountain. The area also assists in understanding some of the issues related to the management of 
a landform. 
 
Year 12 Geography completed their final fieldtrip on 11 August as they considered their last case study for 
the HSC course, Newcastle’s Honeysuckle area. This trip complemented their class study of urban renewal 
as an urban dynamic of change as part of the Urban Places HSC topic. The trip highlighted the change in 
industry focus from wharf and port usage combined with an extensive rail maintenance area to one aimed 
at opening the harbour up to residential, commercial and recreational activities. 
 
K Gallagher 
Geography Teacher 

 
Year 7 Soil Testing 

Year 9 Field Sketchng 
Newcastle Foreshore Year 10 at Redhead 

Beach 



Curriculum Corner (Cont’d) 
 

Don’t Forget….CBCA Book Week Parade 
Date   Monday 21 August 2017 
Theme   Escape to Everywhere 
Time   11am 
Place   SGS Basketball courts.  If the weather is inclement, we will move to St Luke’s Hall 
Refreshments  Grammar Grind will be open for coffee and treats from 10am  
Visit    The Scholastic Book Fair on the Trade Training Deck.   
 

 
 
 

Scholastic Book Fair 
When  21-25 August 2017 
Where  21 August Trade Training Deck 

 22-25 August Bullock Library 
According to the New Zealand Book Council, Reading for enjoyment not only 
boosts educational outcomes for children, but also enhances their emotional 
understanding. Buying a book at the Scholastic Book Fair is not only a great 
way to support and encourage your child’s reading, it has the added bonus of 
helping the Library to acquire much -needed resources. So please come to our 
Book Fair and purchase a book for your child. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Deadline 25 August 2017 is the last day to enter books online for the Premier ’s Reading 
Challenge. 
If you require a user name and password, please contact me via email or the telephone, or visit me in 
the Library. 
If you are having problems entering your books, please let me know before this date so I can assist you. 
I have entered books for Kindergarten students. 
 
To read is to fly: it is to soar to a point of vantage which gives a view over wide terrains of history, 
human variety, ideas, shared experience and the fruits of many inquiries.   A C Grayling, Financial Times  
Louise Broomfield 
Teacher Librarian 
lbroomfield@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

http://www.smh.com.au/national/education/reading-for-pleasure-boosts-children-academically-and-emotionally-20150810-givft2.html
http://www.smh.com.au/national/education/reading-for-pleasure-boosts-children-academically-and-emotionally-20150810-givft2.html
http://www.smh.com.au/national/education/reading-for-pleasure-boosts-children-academically-and-emotionally-20150810-givft2.html


Sports News 
HRIS Primary Athletics 2017 
 
On Friday 11 August, 63 primary students competed at the HRIS Division 1 Athletics 
Carnival.  Newcastle certainly put on a beautiful day. We had a range of wonderful results with some 
exciting finishes and many 'personal best' results.  The relays were particularly exciting with the whole 
SGS team cheering on their peers, boosting them home.  
 
Congratulations to Harry Warner who broke the 10 Year Boys’ 800m record with a time of 2:38.49. 
Congratulations also goes to Lachlan Hails who achieved the 10 Year Boys’ Individual Age Champion. 
SGS won the Handicap trophy and placed 6th overall.  
 
The top 3 competitors for each event except the 800, which only takes 2, will go on to compete at CIS 
on the 13 September.  
 
The following students have been successful in making it to CIS level: 
 

 
 

Information and notes to follow soon.  

Jess Day 
jday@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

Name Event Place 

Andrew Crowther 
Lachlan Hails 
Hugo Firth 
Harry Warner 

Junior Boys Relay 
Team 

1st 

Archie Martin 
Joshua Crowther 
Hunter Ryan 
Corey Brown 

Senior Boys Relay 
Team 

3rd 

Harry Warner 800m 1st 

Archie Martin 
 
 

100m 
800m 
Long Jump 

3rd 
1st 
Equal 1st 

Lachlan Hails 100m 
High Jump 

Equal 1st 
1st 

Hunter Ryan 800m 1st 

Lachlan Hails—10 Years 
Age Champion 



SGS Skoolbag App Update 
 
 



Community Notices 
 
Sense Rugby is a rugby based Occupational Therapy programme designed to help kids who usually 
find it hard to be part of a sports team. There are many reasons why kids may struggle to find 
success and enjoyment in sport. We are here to help you get to the bottom of it and send them on 
their way to success. For more information on Sense Rugby please go to our website  
http://www.senserugby.com.au/ 
 



 



 

Scone Amateur Basketball Association  

Junior Basketball 

2017 Spring Competition 

Junior basketball will commence on Wednesday 23rd August 2017 with a “Come & Try” and 

Registration day at the Scone Basketball Stadium. 

5-8 years  4.00-4.50pm 

9-11 years 5.00-6.00pm 

12-15 years 6.00-7.00pm 

5-8 years will be learning drills and skills and will be starting a new program called Aussie Hoops, 

which each participant will receive a basketball and reversible singlet.  Costing will be finalised on 

Registration Day. 

9-11 & 12-15 years will be put into even teams and play in a weekly competition, starting at 5.00pm 

each Wednesday.  Costing is $90 or $30 if you registered at the start of year. 

For more information please phone or message Junior Co-Ordinator, Danielle Brown on 

0407157645. 

“Basketball is a great game for everyone.  Come and join and have lots of fun with your mates”. 

 

Scone Films 
 
Scone Films presents: the historical drama, Viceroy’s House, starring Hugh Bonneville and 
Gillian Anderson.   The film is set during the final months of British rule in India.  Rated PG, it will 
screen at 7.30pm Friday, 18 August, at their pop-up cinema at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, Oxford 
Road, Scone.   Tickets are $12 and may be purchased in advance at Hunt a Book, Scone or may be 
available at the door.   Running time is 1hr45m.  
Everyone is welcome! 
 
Details available at www.sconefilms.org.au    www.facebook.com/sconefilms 
 

http://www.sconefilms.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/sconefilms


 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22 September 
 
Week 5 (B) 
Friday 18 August 
Year 3 Camp Lake Macquarie – campers return 
Year 4 Camp to Galston Gorge – campers return 
Book Week 18 – 25 August 
 
Week 6 (A) 
Sunday 20 August 
Year 11 Ski Camp to 25 August 
Monday 21 August 
August Book Week Character Parade 
Scholastic Book Fair to 25 August 
Year 11 Ski Camp to 25 August 
Book Week to 25 August 
Tuesday 22 August 
Voiceworx - IPSHA PAF to 23 August 
NSWCIS Rugby to 24 August 
Year 11 Ski Camp to 25 August 
Book Week to 25 August 
Year 4 Visit Scone Library 
Wednesday 23 August 
Year 10 & Year 11 (non Ski Camp) Young Drivers' Expo 
Year 11 Ski Camp to 25 August 
Scholastic Book Fair to 25 August 
Voiceworx - IPSHA PAF return 
Book Week to 25 August 
Newcastle Permanent Primary Maths Competition, Years 
5 & 6 
Thursday 24 August 
Rowing Training at Glenbawn Dam, 6am 
Year 2 Camp to Sydney to 25 August 
Year 10 Ag to Gunnedah AgQuip 
Book Week to 25 August 
Scholastic Book Fair to 25 August 
Year 11 Ski Camp to 25 August 
Friday 25 August 
Year 11 Ski Camp – return 
Year 2 Camp to Sydney return 
Book Week ends 
Scholastic Book Fair ends 
Years 8, 9 & 10 Japanese students’ Excursion 
Emirates Melbourne Cup Tour – Select Year 10 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Sunday 27 August 
Tournament of Minds –Primary- NGS 
Monday 28 August 
Tuesday 29 August 
My Fair Lady Matinee (Elect Music & Drama) 
Skills Roadshow Years 9 & 10 
HRIS Prim Netball  / Soccer Gala 
HSC Drama Marking 
Wednesday 30 August 
My Fair Lady Matinee (alternative date) 
Burn Bright Leadership Day – Select Years 9 & 10 
HSC Drama Marking 
Kinder Orientation Day 
AICES Secondary Athletics 
Thursday 31 August 
Rowing Training at Glenbawn Dam 
Friday 1 September 
Liverpool Plains Inter-School Equestrian 
   to 3 September 

Canteen Roster 
Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22 September 

 
Week 5 (B) 
Friday 18 August 
Fiona Bailey, Jaymiee Allen 
 
Week 6 (A) 
Monday 21 August 
Jenny Crackett, Mandy Kennedy 
Tuesday 22 August 
Fiona Bailey,     XXXX 
Wednesday 23 August 
Fiona Bailey, Belinda Sowter 
Thursday 24 August 
Jenny Crackett, Sarah Stanford 
Friday 25 August 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Carrington,  
Amelia Wilkinson 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Monday 28 August 
Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Tuesday 29 August 
Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Wednesday 30 August 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 31 August 
Fiona Bailey, Katie McCann 
Friday 1 September 
Fiona Bailey, Rachel Northam 
 
Week 8 (A) 
Monday 4 September 
Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Tuesday 5 September 
Fiona Bailey,     XXXX 
Wednesday 6 September 
Fiona Bailey, Acey Firth 
Thursday 7 September 
Jenny Crackett, Pip Baker 
Friday 8 September 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day 
 
 

 
XXXX   Helper Needed Please 

    


