
Thursday 24 August, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
The students of SGS are involved in such a wonderfully diverse range 
of activities. All of these assist students to better understand 
themselves and the world in which they live. Just this week, I have 
been able to attend the IPSHA Creative Arts Festival and witness the 
wonderful performance of the Voiceworx Choir singing, ‘The Lion King 
Medley’, as well as participating in a massed choir of over 500 
students. The performance was certainly of the highest standard and 
performing it at such a special venue will be a memory that will 
remain with the students for a long time. Thanks to Mrs Wendy Hunt 
and Mrs Tori Saunders for their work with this choir; sharing their 
passion for music is very special. 
 
Later in the week, I attended the Young Drivers’ Expo in Tamworth 
with Year 10 and a small group of Year 11 students. This is an 

outstanding programme aimed to raise young drivers’ awareness of the responsibilities of having a 
driver’s license and the consequences of making poor choices. I know each student was 
challenged by the programme. 
 
CIS Rugby 
Bailey Park and Hunter Ryan are representing CIS at the PSSA Carnival this week. The CIS Team 
has been undefeated and is in the Grand Final. Congratulations to the boys on such great success. 
 
We started the week with a fantastic celebration of reading with a superb Book Week parade. 
What great creativity and imagination so many of our students showed as they responded to what 
they read, whether it was fiction, a selected magazine of interest or non-fiction material. And I 
have always said, ‘It doesn't matter what you are reading as long as you’re reading,’ especially in 
those Primary years. The joy created by this experience was evident in the students and I thank 
Mrs Broomfield, teachers and parents for their support of the children. 
 
Ski Camp 
Year 11 have been at Ski Camp this week and have been enjoying an excellent week in the cold, 
following good snowfalls. 
 
The week finishes with Year 2 on their way to Sydney, Year 10 Ag to AgQuip, a Japanese 
excursion, Year 6 going to explore local government, and the opportunity for a few senior students 
to visit Godolphin and see the Melbourne Cup.  
 
These are all growth opportunities that support the full and exciting learning experience of our 
students at SGS. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend everyone. 
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
I know I say it often, (although probably I still feel not often 
enough), but it was such a privilege to share this week in the 
IPSHA Performing Arts Festival (PAF) / Music Tour with 
‘Voiceworx’.  It’s hard to find words to really express how proud 
I was of our students, and of their wonderful musical mentors, 
Mrs Hunt and Mrs Saunders.  More than just developing strong 
musical skills and performance ability, quietly encouraging 
appropriate behaviour and manners etc., Mrs Hunt and Mrs 
Saunders have that special capacity to tap into and unlock in the 
students they teach, an uninhibited love for music, singing and 
being able to enjoy it in harmony, literally and figuratively, with 
others.  This is a very special gift.   

 
I have been particularly thrilled to see the way so many of our 
Primary boys have participated this year, especially our senior 
Primary boys, which is sending out such a strong message that “It’s 
cool to sing!”  Yes. It really is! 
 
Following their outstanding performance at the Sydney Town Hall on 
Tuesday night, ‘Voiceworx’ enjoyed a fascinating behind the scenes 
tour of the Sydney Opera House on Wednesday, including watching 
the Sydney Symphony Orchestra rehearsing; as well as an amazing 
lunchtime concert at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music.  Who 
knows whether perhaps some of our current ‘Voiceworx’ students 
may find themselves in these places as performers in the future? 
 
I would also like to thank those parents, friends, members of staff 
and our Principal, Mr Smart, for supporting the students, and making 
the trip down to be in the audience. The teachers and I, but more 
importantly, the students, were so very appreciative of your 
involvement.  Thank you! 
 
Congratulations to Amory Manwarring (Year 6 Blue) and Skye Russell 
(Year 2 Gold), who have been selected as the SGS school winners in 
the 2017 UHSC ‘Mayor For A Day’ Competition.  The girls will 

receive their awards at a special ceremony next Monday afternoon, at the UHSC Offices. 
 
The Book Week Parade on Monday was AMAZING!  It was so much fun to share in the excitement of 
celebrating the joy and wonder of reading.  I would like to thank Ms Louise Broomfield, Mrs Sally 
O’Regan, Mrs Aili Clifton, Miss Anne Davies and our special guest judges, Mr Aivars Rubenis, and Ms 
Hilary Nichol.  Our SGS children are becoming more and more enthusiastic about reading.  We see this in 
the classrooms, evidenced in their growing skills and reading proficiency.  Thank you for your ongoing 
support at home, as you enjoy reading (which sets a wonderful example), make time for reading with 
your children (which reinforces its value) and encourage your children to read often themselves (which is 
such a foundational skill for so much of their lifelong learning). 
 
Bailey Park and Hunter Ryan, as part of the 2017 NSWCIS Primary Rugby team, are playing today in 
the PSSA Primary Rugby Championships Grand Final.  The team has played exceptionally well, winning all 
their pool games and their semi-final.  We look forward to news of the GF result. 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
Doctor, doctor, I’ve got some lettuce stuck in the back of my throat! 
Hmm.  By the look of things, that’s just the tip of the iceberg! 
 
Congratulations to Ivee Allen ((Year 4 Blue), Sienna Long (Year 1 Blue), Ben Martin (Year 6 Blue), Nate 
Brayley (Year 2 Gold), Molly Carrington (Year 1 Gold) and Amelia McCrae (Year 3 Gold) who are all 
celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these students all the best as they enjoy this 
happy occasion and share this special time with their family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
This week in Chapel we have discussed the character strength of being able to mage (self-regulate) our 
emotions. It is important for us to encourage students to give themselves permission to be human and 
experience the full range of their emotions and not suppress them. It is a natural part of life to, at times, 
feel scared, sad or angry; it’s how students manage them that is the key. Learning how to use their 
signature and top supporting strengths to practice positive coping strategies and positive self-talk to 
contest negative emotions are valuable resilience skills which need to be nurtured.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most of us can think back to times when our emotions hijacked the way we thought, spoke and acted and 
we regretted that we didn’t contest them. Because students’ good decision-making centre, the pre-frontal 
cortex, is not fully wired, emotional hijacking can occur when they feel under pressure from stressors. To 
build students’ social-emotional resilience to reduce the likelihood of this happening, they need to be 
involved in identifying and discussing their emotions. In Chapel we discussed the importance of allowing 
God to assist us in dealing with our emotions. We noted that God created us with emotions and stands 
ready to provide those who are connected with Jesus, the wisdom to control them when we seek His 
help.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us. The great time that year 3 and Year enjoyed at camp last week. 
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For Year v11 away on ski camp; For the school 
building project; For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or 
daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for 
by our weekly prayer group- not published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23&version=NIV
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
 
This week the Secondary staff have spent time discussing the wellbeing of every student in our care. We 
have spoken about the strengths and improvements in every child and also any pastoral concerns we 
have for them. This has been a very uplifting week. It is a pleasure to see how much our students are 
developing and becoming independent learners. 
 
Next week is our Staff Wellness Week. This is a new concept for the Secondary School, but one that has 
worked well in other areas. The following quote sums up the thinking behind the idea.  
 
“We can only help a child flourish if we are taking time for ourselves to flourish. How we deal with difficult 
situations ourselves and the behaviours and helpful thinking that we model for children is very powerful in 
influencing how children respond themselves. It is therefore important for all educators to take the time 
to check in with their own wellbeing and make a plan to reflect on how they can feel a sense of wellness, 
resilience and support themselves.” (Developing resilience in early years by Debbie Miller – Education 
Manager, The Pathways to Resilience Trust.) 
 
One of the Grammar Minds dispositions we are currently looking at is imitation. Showing our students 
that our own wellbeing is important and valued will help them understand the importance of their own 
wellbeing.  
 
During the Staff Wellness Week there will be no meetings at all for the staff and staff are being strongly 
encouraged not to organise any meetings of their own. It would be appreciated if parents respected the 
policy for the week and did not request a meeting next week. I know that all the staff I work with are 
passionate, dedicated and talented, and I will take time to remind them of this next week.  If parents 
could also remind staff how much they are appreciated it would make the week truly beneficial. 
 
Quote of the week 
 
“Well-being cannot exist just in your own head. Well-being is a combination of feeling good 
as well as actually having meaning, good relationships and accomplishment.” Martin Seligman 
 
Have a great week. 
 
Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 
The idea of flourishing is something we consider very important at The Yellow Cottage. Over the 
holiday period staff at The Yellow Cottage shared their flourishing moments from Term 1 and Term 2. 
Over this term we are going to share these in the newsletter.  
 
This week we share Kerry Hardes. Please enjoy reading her flourishing moments. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Kerry for her part in our Yellow Cottage team. Kerry is passionate about 
Early Childhood Education and shares her knowledge and experiences with us on a daily basis. It is 
these moments that make our Yellow Cottage so special. Thank you for sharing Kerry. 
 
Our year so far has seen lots of wonderful moments. Going completely loose parts was 
such an experience with lots of wonderful moments shared with the children. We faced 
the challenge and opened our own creative minds.  Our trip to the Jack Johnson Memorial 
Day was lots of fun and hands on for the children.  This led us to creating the fire pit at 
school where we cooked damper.  Getting outside and back to nature with our nature 
walks was also a highlight.  Lots of exploring!! There is never a moment that I am made 
to feel that anything is too hard, it is always approached with 'ok how can we make that 
happen/work'.  This is one of the main reasons I feel so proud to be a part of TYC team. 
 

 
 
 



Curriculum Corner 
 

 

 

 

 

Book Parade 
Creativity reigned at the SGS Book Parade, with a wonderful range of characters and portals into different 
worlds on display.  From wardrobes to hot air balloons, Hermione and Harry to Dorothy and Toto, Fern and 
Wilbur to fairytale favourites, the BFG and Sophie to Gangsta Granny and Grandpa, Alice and the 
Wonderland crew, the parade was a wonderful testament to our students’ positive engagement with 
literature and the characters who people the pages of the books they love.   
 
Many thanks to the sometimes invisible but always essential and very much appreciated Mr Tesoriero and 
Garth for setting up the stage, and to Mrs Pam Curtis for manning the Book Fair. As always, Mrs Lambley 
and her team of Grammar Grind baristas excelled themselves in providing coffee and delicious treats for 
our visitors and staff. Mrs O’Regan, with her knack of making every child feel special was a wonderful 
Master of Ceremonies and Mrs Clifton kept the tunes going to create a vibrant and fun atmosphere.  Busy 
behind the lens, Mrs Alice Forsythe took some marvellous photographs of the event, which can be viewed 
on the SGS Facebook page.  Special thanks go to Mr Aivars Rubenis and Miss Hilary Nichol, ably assisted 
by Miss Davies, who fulfilled their role as judges with flair and aplomb. 
 
Last but by no means least, where would we be without our wonderful parent body who helped their 
children stitch, cut, unearth, buy and discover costumes to wear to the parade?    Thank you for all your 
efforts in helping us celebrate the wonderful world of children’s literature.  
 
Kindergarten 
Best Boy Costume  Jack Kelaher Jack and the Beanstalk 
Best Girl Costume  Felicity Henderson Nancy Bird Walton from Meet… Nancy Bird   Walton 
Most Creative Costume Paddy Brayshaw Mr Saucepan from The Enchanted Wood 
Year1 
Best Boy Costume  Darcy Bragg The Highway Rat 
Best Girl Costume  Amelia Shann Little Red Riding Hood 
Most Creative Costume Mia Bower The Balloon Farmer 
Year 2  
Best Girl Costume  Isla Adams Ms Trunchbull from Matilda 
Best Boy Costume  Luke Baker BFG 
Most Creative Costume Molly McCosker Willy Wonka from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
Year 3 
Best Girl Costume  Audrey Pringle Mary Poppins 
Best Boy Costume  Sam Lambley Fantastic Mr Fox 
Most Creative Costume Will Darling Grandpa’s Great Escape 
Year 4 
Best Girl Costume  Olivia MacCallum Rough Faced Girl 
Best Boy Costume  Hugo Firth The Meanest Outlaw in the Wild West 
Most Creative Costume Harry Warner Max from Where the Wild Things Are 
 
 



Book Parade (cont’d) 
 
Year 5 
Best Boy Costume  Ryan Dowell Jack and the Beanstalk 
Best Girl Costume  Grace Lambley Yoda from Jedi Academy 
Most Creative Costume Gus Malone Dylan from Paper Planes 
Year 6 
Best Girl Costume  Lily Malone Violet from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
Best Boy Costume  James Haydon Wicks Cattle Road Train Driver from Outback 
Most Creative Costume Caryss Parry Wardrobe from The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe 

 

Deadline 25 August 2017 is the last day to enter books online for the Premier ’s Reading 
Challenge. If you require a user name and password, please contact me via email or the telephone, or 
visit me in the Library. If you are having problems entering your books, please let me know before this 
date so I can assist you. I have entered books for Kindergarten students. 

 

I do believe something very magical can happen when you read a good 
book.    J.K. Rowling 
 
Louise Broomfield 
Teacher Librarian 
lbroomfield@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

 

 
 
 



‘Escape to Everywhere’, 2017 



Curriculum News 
It has been a huge couple of weeks in the Music Department. As I mentioned 
in my last Music Notes, 7 students from SGS took part in the 2017 HICES 
Years 5 – 8 Music Camp. The students departed on Sunday 13 travelling to 
Stanwell Tops on the southern outskirts of Sydney. For the next 3 days they 
joined with over 350 students from all over NSW performing in various 
ensembles preparing pieces to present at a Concert on the Wednesday night 

at the Sydney Town Hall. This year we had 2 students in the String Orchestra and 5 in the Vocal 
Ensemble. 
 
As well as learning and rehearsing their pieces, students get to be involved in other fun activities such as 
the Giant Swing, High Ropes, Orienteering and Go Karting. On the Monday evening, there was a trivia 
night and student concert, in which Holly McDonald gave a fantastic performance of Birdy’s “Skinny 
Love” in front of the whole camp. 
 
On Wednesday morning, all the students were bused into Sydney to have a final rehearsal in the Town 
Hall before the Concert. When they were not required on stage, the students were taken down to the 
George Street cinemas to watch Despicable Me 3. 
 
The evening concert was a huge success, with the highlight being the combined finale item with all 350 
students and teachers on stage singing a piece called “Ring Out, Wild Bells” accompanied by the 
monstrous pipe organ in the Town Hall. 

“Music can change the world because it can change people”. Bono 

Jason Buckley  
Head of Music Faculty 

 

 

 
  



HRIS Debating Gala Day 
 
On Thursday August 17 five debating teams travelled to Macquarie College in Newcastle to take part in 
the annual HRIS Debating Gala Day with Mrs Deb Moore and Ms Isabella Stratford. There were three 
rounds for both Stage 3 and Stage 4 teams with 13 HRIS Schools taking part. 
 
In Round 1, Scone Grammar’s Stage 3 team was against Manning Valley Anglican School taking the 
negative argument for the topic ‘Schools should increase the school day to get rid of homework.’ Sofia 
Edlington, Destiny Wilton, Daniel Crowther and Scarlett Frampton won this debate and received 
excellent feedback from the adjudicator. 
 
We had two teams in Round 2 discussing the topic ‘Australia should introduce a tax on foods that are 
high in sugar and/or fat.’ The Stage 3 team with Lottie Firth, Alexis Walsh, Dan O’Regan and Emily 
Winfield was against St Phillip’s Christian College Cessnock and the Stage 4 team, with Alby O’Regan, 
Prunella Hayes, Charlotte Heaton and Max Seale were against Hunter Valley Grammar. Both teams had 
the affirmative argument and both won their debates. 
 
Round 3 once again saw both SGS teams have the affirmative argument for the topic, ‘Parents should 
limit the amount of time that children can use technology outside of school hours.’ The Stage 3 team of 
Max Patterson, Braedon Wallace, Hannah Glenn and Sarah Clark won against Macquarie College and the 
Stage 4 team with Hamish Guiana, Charlotte Kelly, Heidi Edlington and Bridget Burnett won against 
Lakes Grammar School. 
 
Thanks to Mrs Nat Kelly for preparing the Stage 3 teams and to the group of students from Year 7 to 10 
who have been so committed to the weekly debating meetings each Thursday afternoon. I was very 
proud of the group, not only for their success on the day, but for their exemplary behaviour. 
 

Mrs Deb Moore 



Sport News 
 
Congratulations to Year 6 student Angus Stanford who will be 
representing CIS and participating in the PSSA Primary Golf 
competition at Camden on 6 & 7 September. Angus is only the 
second SGS student to ever represent CIS Primary Golf. We know 
Angus is training very hard and working on his handicap! Good luck 
Angus. 
 
Congratulations also to Year 6 student, Sophie Hawthorne who was 
recently selected to represent NSW in the Interstate Sub-Junior 
Polocrosse competition at Morgan Park, Warwick on 19 & 20 August. 
While QLD were victorious over NSW, playing at night time was a 
highlight for Sophie and the 2 day event was an amazing experience. 
Congratulations Sophie! 
 
  

CIS Primary Rugby—Bailey Park & Hunter Ryan 



 

 Save the Date…..Friday 13 October, 2017 



 

Kids Club & Explorers 
 
Kids Club & Explorers will not be on this Term. We will be back in operation next Term, commencing 
Monday 13 November. 



 



 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Term 3 Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22  
September 
 
 
Week 6 (A) 
Friday 25 August 
Year 11 Ski Camp – return 
Year 2 Camp to Sydney return 
Book Week ends 
Scholastic Book Fair ends 
Years 8, 9 & 10 Japanese students’ Excursion 
Emirates Melbourne Cup Tour – Select Year 10 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Sunday 27 August 
Tournament of Minds –Primary- NGS 
Monday 28 August 
Tuesday 29 August 
Skills Roadshow Years 9 & 10 
HRIS Prim Netball / Soccer Gala 
HSC Drama Marking 
Wednesday 30 August 
Burn Bright Leadership Day – Select Years 9 & 10 
HSC Drama Marking 
Kindergarten 2018 Orientation Day 
AICES Secondary Athletics 
Thursday 31 August 
Rowing Training at Glenbawn Dam 
HSC Showcase Evening—5pm 
Friday 1 September 
Liverpool Plains Inter-school Equestrian 
   to 3 September 
Gymnastics Year 4G & 4B – Scone Youth Centre 
 
Week 8 (A) 
Sunday 3 September 
Year 6 to Canberra – return Thursday, 7  
September 
Monday 4 September 
Tuesday 5 September 
HRIS Netball/Soccer Gala (Alternative date) 
Drama Night + 6 September 
Wednesday 6 September 
Drama Night 
Thursday 7 September 
Year 1 Camp – Dubbo returning 8 September 
Digby Rayward Rugby (Year 5 Rugby players) 
Kindergarten Sleepover 
Rowing Training 
Friday 8 September 
Kindergarten Sleepover – pick up 12 noon 
Gymnastics Years 4B & 4G – Scone Youth Centre 
Year 1 Camp – Dubbo return 
 

 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 3 Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22  
September 
 
 
Week 6 (A) 
Friday 25 August 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Carrington, Amelia  
Wilkinson 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Monday 28 August 
Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Tuesday 29 August 
Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Wednesday 30 August 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 31 August 
Fiona Bailey, Katie McCann 
Friday 1 September 
Fiona Bailey, Rachel Northam 
 
Week 8 (A) 
Monday 4 September 
Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Tuesday 5 September 
Fiona Bailey,     XXXX 
Wednesday 6 September 
Fiona Bailey, Acey Firth 
Thursday 7 September 
Jenny Crackett, Pip Baker 
Friday 8 September 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day 
 
Week 9 (B) 
Monday 11 September 
Jenny Crackett, Tracey Stewart 
Tuesday 12 September 
Jenny Crackett, Lynda MacCallum 
Wednesday 13 September 
Jenny Crackett, Belinda Sowter 
Thursday 14 September 
Fiona Bailey, Tania Dart 
Friday 15 September 
Fiona Bailey, Di Gillett, Emma Sharpe 
 
XXXX   Helper Needed Please 


