
Thursday 3 August, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We have commenced our camping programme for 2018 with Year 5 
spending the week at Milson Island. It looks and sounds like they are 
having a fantastic experience down on the Hawkesbury. Over the next 
few months, each Year group will experience a camp opportunity. This 
is a wonderful programme in which students can learn in a very 
different environment, gain some independence, build relationships 
with other students and teachers and also 
have fun. 
 
This week we had a very enthusiastic group of 
students express an interest in boat building, 
repair and sailing. Thanks to the passion of 
one of our parents and the support of the 
Foundation these students will start working 

on the boats, preparing them to be ready to develop a beginners sailing 
programme. The working group will be Secondary students and it is the 
aim to have both Primary and Secondary students participate in the sailing. 
 
I am always encouraged by our students being willing to ‘have a go’, to try 
a new opportunity. Through doing so they grow and learn. Camps and 
programmes like the sailing often encourage students to step outside their 
comfort zone and help them to understand themselves better. 
 
We wish our Debating teams every success as they participate in the Semi-finals of the HICES 
Debating on Monday and the Netball teams as they compete in the Regional Finals of the NSW 
Netball Schools’ Cup, on Wednesday. 
 
Enjoy the week ahead. 
 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 

Year 5 on Camp 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
 
Mrs Clifton and Mr Holden have been away with their 
students on the Year 5 Camp at Milson Island this week and 
from all reports the group has been having a really wonderful 
week. These camps offer a valuable range of outdoor 
educational opportunities, along with self-confidence, social 
development and teambuilding situations, that all add 
strength and depth to the character and perspective of the 
students as they grow and learn.  Unfortunately, I was 
unable to visit Year 5 Camp this year, but I’m delighted that 
Rev Nate has been able to go together with the Indian 
exchange students. Students are due to arrive home on 
Friday afternoon at 4:00pm (3:30pm in Muswellbrook). 
 
This week we received results from the ICAS Spelling Competition: 
Merit 
Year 4 Georgina Kimpton 
Year 5 Ryan Dowell, Finn Deasy 
Credit 
Year 3 Jock McCosker, 
Year 4 Samuel Gillett, Hunter Wild 
Year 5 Nicholas Gallagher, Braeden Wallace 
Distinction 
Year 4 Mitchell Baker 
Congratulations to all students on their results. 

 
I wrote to Primary families with students in Years 3-6 this week, sharing details of the 2017 
Primary Public Speaking Competition.  Following the successful introduction of the HRIS 
Primary Public Speaking Gala Day over the last two years, we have decided to change the timing 
of the SGS Primary Public Speaking Competition which, this year, will be held during Term 3.  In 
2018, we will be moving the competition into Term 1, as a lead-up activity to the HRIS event.   
 

Guidelines for the 2017 SGS Primary Public Speaking Competition are as follows: 
1. The competition will involve all students in Years 3 - 6. 
2. The topic for the speech may come from the list provided, or it may be any topic of the students’ 

own choice.   
 Topic selection should be finalised with class teachers, by Friday, 18 August. 
3. Speeches should no more than three (3) minutes in length and no less than two (2) minutes.   
4.  Notes should be on palm cards.  These notes should be in the form of an outline or reminders, 

rather than writing out the whole speech word for word.  
5.  Speeches should be well prepared, well researched and presented clearly.  Your speech should 

show that it has been practised.  It is expected that all students will put in their best effort.   
6.  Speeches will be presented during class time in Weeks 6-9.  Each class teacher will select two (2) 

finalists.   
7.  The finals will take place during Week 10 of Term 3. 
 Wednesday, 20 September - 1:00pm - 3:00pm   
 
Good Humour for the Week  
Why can’t you give Elsa a balloon?     Because she will let it go! 
What do you call a pig that knows Karate?   A pork chop! 
What did one snowman say to the other snowman?  Can you smell carrots? 
 
Congratulations to Jack Riordan (Year 6 Blue), Mikayla O’Halloran (Year 2 Gold), Rourke Sharpe (Year 5 
Blue), Felicity Henderson (Kindergarten Gold), Madeline Downie (Year 4 Blue), Alex Turner (Year 4 Gold) 
and Paige Baxter (Year 3 Gold) who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these 
students all the best as they enjoy this happy occasion and share this special time with their family and 
friends. 



From Dean of Students P-12 
 
Education and schools have indeed changed a lot over the years. This is because the world in which we 
live is constantly changing. It has been said the only constant thing in life is change! The habits of people 
change. The attitudes of people change. We, ourselves, are changing. We move from one stage of life to 
another, through school, through working situations. In spite of our protest to the contrary, many things 
don’t remain the same forever. We cannot have transformation and growth without change. Change 
around us, though, can cause us to feel (for ourselves and for our children) hesitant, unsure, worried, 
nervous and anxious or leave us with feelings of longing for days gone by.  

 
 
As we look forward as a school knowing that growth, and therefore transformation and change is what 
we are seeking, we can do so with encouragement and hope knowing that God is present with us, has 
been good to us and has a plan for us. As a Christian school with Christian foundations and vision, it is 
worth acknowledging the spiritual help which God has provided for us through the gift of His dear Son, 
Jesus Christ. Our ‘rock’ upon which we can build as we move forward. As we lean towards growth, 
transformation and change we can be encouraged to keep looking towards and relying upon our ‘rock’, 
Jesus Christ. Let’s be determined to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus as we seek God’s wisdom as we grow.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This picture hangs in our administration centre, as a reminder of our school rule of life, which comes from 
Hebrews 12:1. It encourages us to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. 

 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on:  Hebrews 12:1  
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us.  
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For the school building project; For families and 
students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer 
requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not 
published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 

natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+12%3A1-2&version=NIV
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
This week has seen subject selection nights for the current Year 10 and Year 8 students. This time of 
year always excites me as I love seeing students keen to take on new challenges and to pursue subjects 
they are interested in. My advice to students at these meetings is always do the subjects that you like, as 
it makes it easier to study if you enjoy it. It is also encouraging to see young people with ambition; the 
number of students who spoke about aiming for something specific when they finished school, something 
that would be hard for them to achieve, but showed willingness to have a go and aim high was inspiring. 
This also supports my thoughts that Grammar Minds is working. 
 
As I walked through some secondary classes this week I also saw students more willing to tackle new 
things without the fear of making a mistake. Staff have been working hard to make classes 'safe' so that 
students can make a mistake and learn without the fear of being ridiculed by anyone and it is pleasing to 
see all of our work starting to have positive outcomes. 
 
Wednesday this week also saw the Year 12 students start their HSC Trial Examinations. I encourage them 
to persevere and continue to study; the end is close and it isn't the time to give up.  I would also like to 
encourage families to look after their HSC students at the minute; make sure they come to exams having 
eaten a decent breakfast and having had a good night’s sleep. This sounds simple, but as some of these 
exams are three hours in length and they are not able to take food in with them breakfast is more 
important than most days. I continually remind senior students that if you want a car to run you have to 
put fuel in the tank and human bodies are no different, they need fuel to burn for energy too. 
 
 
“It’s fine to celebrate success but it’s more important to heed the lessons of failure.” Bill Gates 
 
“Mistakes are not failures, they are proof that we are making an effort.” John C Maxwell 
 
Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 

Congratulations 
to  Sarah Dart, 
Philip Ritter, and 
Chloe Green on 
participating in 
the Outward 
Bound Hunter 
Youth Leadership 
Programme over 
the July school 
holidays. 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

The idea of flourishing is something we consider very important at The Yellow Cottage. Over the 
holiday period staff at The Yellow Cottage shared their flourishing moments from Term 1 and Term 2.  
 
Over this term we are going to share these in the Newsletter.  
 
This week we share Emma Fogarty’s. Please enjoy reading her flourishing moments. It is these 
moments that make our Yellow Cottage so special. Thank you for sharing Emma. 
 
When I reflect on our journey so far there are many points that stand out to me for so many different 
reasons. Going on nature walks and just being in the moment and letting the children explore and 
discover for themselves. Building the fire and having Tash come and share her knowledge. Going to 
Elaine's farm was a journey of freedom and a true learning through play.  
Showing the children the different life cycles with a massive hands on approach was just out of this 
world!  
 
Our first term was amazing watching the children grow in confidence and to gain an understanding of 
feelings and what these meant. To teach these children resilience and for them to grasp on to it is a 
way forward for their futures. I lost count at how many times I heard "it's ok to be mad but it's not ok 
to be mean" or how many times families would come in and say their child had been talking about 
filling up buckets and being kind to one another, was reassurance that we are on the right track with 
our intentional teaching, as well as being in the moment to scaffold the children's knowledge with 
lifelong tools. It was wonderful that everyone was and is on the same page. 
 
 



Curriculum Corner 
 
On Wednesday 26 July, 20 students from Primary and Secondary attended the 
2017 HRIS Cultural Festival held at Hunter Valley Grammar School. The HRIS 
Cultural Festival is an annual event that sees around 500 students from all the 
HRIS schools come together to sing and play music in various ensembles. At this 
year’s festival, SGS had students in the 5/6 Choir, 7 - 12 Choir, Concert Band, 

String Ensemble, String Orchestra and Jazz Band. Students rehearse with their ensemble during the day, 
preparing 2 or 3 pieces for an evening concert. 
 
Two very talented Scone Grammar students were featured in their ensembles performances; Madeline 
Buckley was a soloist in several Jazz Band pieces, and Holly McDonald was one of the soloists in the 7 - 12 
Choir performance of “Joyful, Joyful” which you may remember from Sister Act II. All of the SGS students 
gave amazing performances as part of their respective ensembles. The standard of the Concert was 
exceptional and seems to get better each year. 
 
In a couple of weeks, 8 SGS students will be going to Sydney for the HICES 5 - 8 Music Festival. This is a 3
-day camp held at Stanwell Tops which culminates with a Gala Performance held at the Sydney Town Hall. 
I look forward to reporting on this in a few weeks’ time. 
 
 

Jason Buckley 
jbuckley@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
“Music is love, love is music, music is life, and I love my life.” A. J. McLean 



Curriculum Corner (cont’d) 
 

Book Week 19 – 26th August 2017  
Book Character Parade 

 

 

 

 
 
To all and sundry, near and far, parents in particular…… Book Week is fast approaching.  Our theme for 
the Parade is Escape to Everywhere so we invite students to dress as a character from a book that 
provides an escape into a different world, or one that opens our eyes and hearts to the experiences of 
other people in different cultures and times in history.   
 
As a reader I have been to Hogwarts and Narnia, escaped the perils of Nazi Germany and explored 
jungles, the bottom of the sea and outer space.  I have fled the Home for Mislaid Children with Tensy 
Farlow and escaped from prison with Toad.  I have found a way to freedom with Subhi, a refugee in a 
detention centre, and with Anh Do on a leaky boat.  I have sailed on the Titanic and survived in war torn 
Afghanistan. Books let you fight dragons, meet the love of your life, travel to faraway lands and laugh 
alongside friends, all within their pages.  They’re an escape that brings you home. 
 
Some suggestions: 
Come as Isabella Charm or Xavier Stone from Deborah Abela’s Grimsdon; dress up as a fairytale 
character such as Hansel or Gretel, Rapunzel or Jack, all of whom fled from peril of one kind or another.  
Come as Alex or Conor Bailey from The Land of Stories, or one of the myriad characters in the Harry 
Potter series.  Dress up as Gangsta Granny, Mr Stink, the BFG, Fantastic Mr Fox or one of the heroes 
from Olympus.  Come as Molly who escapes the Moore River Settlement by following the rabbit-proof 
fence. There are a million stories, which allow us to ‘escape to everywhere!’ 
 
Prizes will be awarded to a boy and a girl in each year group. There will also be some awards for 
creative costumes and a People’s Choice Award. 
 
Join us for the show!   When: Monday 21 August 2017 at 11am 
     Where: Primary Basketball Courts 
     The Scholastic Book Fair will be set up on the deck outside the Trade   
     Training Centre.  Please support our School by buying a book.  
     Grammar Grind will be open serving coffee 
 

Scholastic Book Fair: 21-25th August 2017 
 
As part of our celebration of Book Week, the Library will be holding a Scholastic Book Fair where 
students are given the opportunity of purchasing books and other items.  Not only is a Scholastic Book 
Fair a great way to support and encourage your child’s reading, it has the added bonus of helping the 
Library to acquire much-needed resources.  So please come and visit us during Book Week.  We will 
have a range of different titles for you to purchase on display in the Library.  
 
Louise Broomfield 
Teacher Librarian 



NSW Netball Cup Gala Day 
On Thursday 27 July, a busload of budding SGS netballers from Years 5-10 travelled to Singleton to 

compete in a Netball Gala Day. 

 

Our Year 5/6 team played 5 games and they won all bar one game, which they drew against Hunter 

Valley Grammar. With a count back of for and against, SGS came through victorious, winning the day 

overall. 

 

Our Year 7/8 team played 5 games and were only defeated by Hunter Valley Grammar in a skilful 

performance.  

 

The Year 9/10 team had a similar performance with 5 games played, losing only to Hunter Valley 

Grammar. Their biggest win for the day was against St Catherine’s Singleton with a score of 41-1.  

The top two teams in each division progress to the Regional Finals to be held on August 9 in Maitland. 

Congratulations to all our teams on progressing to the next level in the NSW Netball Cup.  

 

 
 

A big thank you to Tina Bowditch and Anna Atkinson (Year 11) for umpiring on the day.  

 

Jess Day  

 

Year 5/6 Team Year 7/8 Team Year 9/10 Team 

Olivia Gill Erin Nichols Eloise Blayden 

Sophie Hawthorne Charlotte Kelly Chelsea Bowditch 

Eva Holden Isla Hamson Lila Christopher 

Emme Mitchell Olivia Peasley Hayley Cook 

Blossom Tanner Prunella Hayes Brigette Kelly 

Destiny Wilton Kristen Martin Aspyn-Lily Tanner 

Eliza Bull Abbey Smith Harmony Wilton 

Elizabeth Young Jordan Evans Katrina Gorman 

Georgina Pratley Georgia Goodchild Stella Norvill 

  Heidi Edlington   

Coach: Trish Betts Coach: Kaitlin Smith (Yr 11) Coach: Jess Day 

A treat for SGS 
Netballers to meet Giants 
netball star Sam Poolman 

at the Gala Day. 



 

Sports News (cont’d) 
 
HRIS Secondary Athletics Results 
 

Congratulations to the following students for placing in the top 3 for track or 2 for field events at HRIS 
Secondary Athletics last Tuesday: 
 
Laura Smith 100m  2nd       
   200m  2nd  
   Long Jump 1st  
 
Laura Sadler 100m  3rd  
   200m  3rd  
   400m  1st  
 
Anna Atkinson 100m  1st  
   200m  1st  
   400m  1st  
 
Sarah Lindsay High Jump 2nd  
 
Alex Catzikiris 1500m 3rd  
 
Luke Edwards 100m  2nd 
 
Aaron Whitney Long Jump 1st   
 
Andrew Charters Javelin  2nd  
 
These students will now represent HRIS at the AICES championships on the 30th August in Sydney at 
Homebush. We wish them well.  
 
Jess Day  
 

Young Drivers Expo—Year 10 & Year 11 Students 
Year 10 students together with Year 11 students not attending the Ski Camp, have been invited by the 
Tamworth Regional Council to attend the above Expo. 
 
It will be a worthwhile opportunity for students in Year 10 to follow up their study in Term 1, “Risky 
Business” and for all students to experience the hands-on examples of the serious nature of the topic. 
A Permission Note was sent to all relevant families via email and on the Skoolbag App on Tuesday of 
this week.  These notes need to be returned no later than Monday, 14 August. 



Letter from the P&F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday August 3, 2017 
 
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
I want to thank the many of you who attended our meeting with School Council last month. It was a 
glowing testament to your commitment and passion for our school and our children. 
 
As many of you know, the widespread concerns of the parent body in regard to the proposed Primary 
Administration Restructure, remains unresolved. I am deeply disappointed but want to assure you, that 
the SGS P&F have not walked away from this and will continue to represent your voice and work with 
the objective of working collaboratively with Council, parents and staff to create a workable resolution 
for all.  
 
If you have further questions in regard to our current status and our follow up from our last meeting 
with School Council, I can be contacted on 0431 093 735 or at dianagillett3004@gmail.com . 
 
In other news, the designs for Phase One of our Primary Playground Renovation have landed at SGS! 
Landscape designer, Jamie Bacon presented the plans to members of our Playground Committee last 
Friday and we are incredibly excited to be sharing them with you in the very near future. Watch this 
space! 
 
Our next P&F meeting is this Tuesday August 8 at 6pm in the library. We would love to see 
you there. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 

 
 
 
 

Diana Gillett 
President 
SGS P&F  
 

 

mailto:dianagillett3004@gmail.com


Save the Date - Sunday 1 October 



 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Term 3 Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22  
September 
 
 
Week 3 (B) 
Friday 4 August 
Year 5 Camp to Milson Island – campers return 
Year 11 Ag – to Waverley Station 
 
Week 4 (A) 
Monday 7 August 
Year 12 Trial Exams to 11 August 
HICES Debating Elimination – Junior & Middle 
Teams 
Year 9 to Macbeth, Opera House 
Tuesday 8 August 
Year 12 Trial Exams to 11 August 
P & F Meeting 
Wednesday 9 August 
Year 12 Trial Exams to 11 August 
Thursday 10 August 
Year 7 Geography – Fieldtrip to Burning Mountain 
Year 12 Trial Exams to 11 August 
Friday 11 August 
HRIS Primary Athletics Division 1 at Glendale 
Year 12 Trial Exams – Drama Performance 
AMEB Piano Exams – Music Room, 9am-12.30pm 
Year 12 Geography to Honeysuckle 
 
Week 5 (B) 
Sunday 13 August 
HICES Music Festival to 17 August 
Monday 14 August 
HICES Music Festival to 17 August 
Tuesday 15 August 
HICES Music Festival to 17 August 
ICAS Subject Competition – Maths 
Wednesday 16 August 
HICES Music Festival to 17 August 
Year 4 Camp to Galston Gorge to 18 August 
Year 12 P/T Intvs & Information Evening 
Year 3 Camp Lake Macquarie to 18 August 
Thursday 17 August 
HRIS Debating Gala Day at Macquarie College – 
Years 5-8 
Year 3 Camp Lake Macquarie to 18 August 
Year 4 Camp to Galston Gorge to 18 August 
HICES Music Festival – students return 
Friday 18 August 
Year 3 Camp Lake Macquarie – campers return 
Year 4 Camp to Galston Gorge – campers return 
 
 

 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
 
 
Term 3 Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22  
September 
 
 
Week 3 (B) 
Friday 4 August 
Fiona Bailey, Kerrily Adams, Katie Carrington 
 
Week 4 (A) 
Monday 7 August 
Jenny Crackett, Lorraine Bull 
Tuesday 8 August 
Fiona Bailey     XXXX 
Wednesday 9 August 
Fiona Bailey, Helen Smith 
Thursday 10 August 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart 
Friday 11 August 
Jenny Crackett, Julie Smart 
 
Week 5 (B) 
Monday 14 August 
Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Tuesday 15 August 
Jenny Crackett, Sinead Scott 
Wednesday 16 August 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 17 August 
Fiona Bailey, Pip Bishop 
Friday 18 August 
Fiona Bailey, Katie Carrington, Jaymiee Allen 
 
 
XXXX   Helper Needed Please 


