
Thursday 31 August, 2017 

 
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
I have started meeting with each of the Year 12 students for an 
individual ‘chat’. I highly value the time I spend with each student as 
they share with me how they are going at the end of their school 
learning journey. They are sharing seriously with me and also 
listening for tips or support that they can take away for the final 
weeks or into life beyond SGS. The students also share what they 
have found positive about an SGS Education and any areas they 
believe we can improve. As you can imagine, the major discussion is 
about the positive relationships they have established that have 
assisted them to develop and achieve at school.  
 
 

CIS  
Last week we were celebrating Bailey Park and Hunter Ryan’s success on reaching the final of the 
PSSA Championships. The CIS team of which they were members was successful, winning the final 
24 – 19. Bailey was then selected into the NSW team while Hunter was named in the Sydney 
team. Both boys will compete in their respective teams in the National Championships in Darwin 
during the school holidays. We congratulate them on their success and wish them all the best for 
the championships. 
 
We also have Angus Stanford representing CIS at the PSSA Golf Championships next week. This is 
an outstanding achievement from this talented and dedicated young golfer! 
 
Five secondary students gained selection into the AICES team to compete at the CIS Carnival due 
to their excellent performances on Wednesday. 
 
All these students have made the most of the opportunities available to them, have worked hard in 
their chosen fields and been rewarded. In setting themselves challenging goals and striving to 
achieve, often needing to persevere through difficulties, they have gained success. We will 
continue to encourage all students across all aspects of school life to develop a similar attitude. 
 
Please consider coming to the Year 12 Showcase evening tonight and Secondary Drama nights 
next week to see the quality of the major works, the music and the drama performances.  
 
Please pray for people in our community who are struggling with illness, life’s challenges and for 
rain, which is so badly needed across the state. 
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
Kindergarten Orientation Day this week was a really wonderful occasion, with some very excited 
children, Year 5 buddies and 2018 Kinder parents.  As always, these events don’t just happen, and I do 
want to sincerely thank all those involved in the amazing team effort to ensure it all worked so 
successfully.  The Year 5 teachers and the Year 5 buddies were magnificent, along with Mrs Reichel, Alice 
Forsythe, Amanda Darling, the Year 6 teachers and our Primary student leaders, Tania Lambley and the 
Grammar Grind students, the current Kinder parents - who supplied such a beautiful morning tea, Belinda 
Sowter, Anna Brayshaw, Jasmine Drake, Di Gillett, TYC staff - Monique Estrada and Liesa Guiana, Janet 
Walsh, Peggy Stephenson, Margie Hart and of course Julie Jones and Sal O’Regan. Thank you all so 
much. The joy and excitement on the faces of the new Kinder children told the story of what an impact 
your contribution made. 
 
Year 6 will be away in Canberra next week from Sunday to Thursday, Year 1 head off to Dubbo on 
Thursday and Friday, while Kindergarten are very excited as they look forward to the Kindergarten 
Sleepover on Thursday night.  We would value your prayerful support for all the students as they 
participate in, and enjoy, these special school activities. 
 
Information has gone home this week regarding the Primary Uniform.  The School Executive has agreed 
to allow Primary students to wear the SGS Sports Cap as an option on Sport Days (Tuesdays); days when 
the class has PE lessons and wears sport uniform, and/or on days when Primary students are involved in 
SGS representative sport teams. We are working hard at school to help the students take pride in their 
uniform and to ensure they are correctly dressed each day and we would value your help in following 
these areas up diligently at home. 

 
What excitement there was as results came through from the PSSA Primary 
Rugby Championships last week, where Bailey Park and Hunter Ryan 
were part of the victorious 2017 NSWCIS Primary Rugby Team.  Congratulations to 
both boys on this outstanding result and their subsequent selection into the NSW 
PSSA Primary Rugby Team (Bailey) and the PSSA ‘Sydney’ Team (Hunter).  A very 
well-deserved honour.  Both boys now have the thrill of playing in the National 
Primary Rugby Championships, to be held in Darwin in October. 
 
I was delighted to join Year 6 for part of their class excursion last week to the 
UHSC Offices where they met with the Mayor, Mr Wayne Bedggood, General 
Manager, Mr Waid Crockett and Councillor James Burns, to learn about local 
government, as part of their Civics and Citizenship studies.  Mr Saunders and Mrs 
Hunt did an excellent job in organising this valuable learning opportunity. 
 

It was a privilege to be back at the UHSC Offices again on Monday afternoon, to share with Amory 
Manwarring (Year 6 Blue) and Skye Russell (Year 2 Gold), as they received their SGS school awards in the 
2017 UHSC ‘Mayor For A Day’ Competition.  Copies of their winning entries are included in this 
week’s Newsletter, in the Curriculum Section for you to enjoy.  
 
It was also wonderful to hear the very exciting news earlier this week, 
about the safe arrival of Charlotte Grace Betts.  Our warmest 
congratulations are extended to Trish, George and the boys and our very 
best wishes for the family as they all enjoy this very special time together. 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
Why do golfers wear two pairs of socks?   
In case they get a hole in one! 
What kind of shirts do golfers wear?   
Tee-shirts! 
 
Congratulations to Mitchell Baker (Year 4 Gold), Alexandra Love (Years 3 Blue), Lachlan Peasley (Year 5 
Blue) and Paddy Brayshaw (Kindergarten Gold) who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish 
each of these students all the best as they enjoy this happy occasion and share this special time with 
their family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
Our young people’s lives are immersed in technology; their music, social schedule, schoolwork, games 
and daily interaction rely on it. Not so long ago, we as parents could limit our young people’s exposure to 
the Internet, guiding them through the information they found and protecting them from potential harm. 
But the goalposts have moved; devices are portable and access is possible 24/7. As parents, the 
technological and online worlds of our children can be hard to wrap our minds around. So how can we 
equip ourselves to guide our children and young people safely through the online world? One great book 
which sheds some light on this all important area is called ‘Cyber Parenting’ by James and Simone 
Boswell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Simone and James update parents on everything we need to know about technology and how it impacts 
families. But more importantly, they discuss timeless parenting principles that help mums and dads teach 
their kids how to live out their faith online and stand firm when the physical and digital worlds collide. 
‘Cyber Parenting’ is an all-access pass into the online world. It explores which technologies young people 
are using, what they’re looking at online, and what to do when things go wrong. It is easy to understand 
and comes from a Biblical perspective. ‘Cyber Parenting’ is available from www.growingfaith.com.au/
store or by phoning 02 8268 3344. I recommend this great resource to you.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23 

Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us. The great time that Year 11 enjoyed at ski camp last week. 
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For the school building project; For families and 
students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer 
requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not 
published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   
 
 

http://youthworksmedia.createsend4.com/t/r-l-nlrptl-triudrtkik-n/
http://youthworksmedia.createsend4.com/t/r-l-nlrptl-triudrtkik-p/
http://youthworksmedia.createsend4.com/t/r-l-nlrptl-triudrtkik-x/
http://www.growingfaith.com.au/store
http://www.growingfaith.com.au/store
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23&version=NIV
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
As we have focused on staff wellness this week, I asked staff to send me a photo of something good they 
did on Wednesday. The results are below. As the saying goes “every picture is worth a thousand words”.  
There are lots of stories behind these photos; ask the students what they are. 
 

Thank you for all the positive feedback staff have received this week. 

 

 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

The idea of flourishing is something we consider very important at The Yellow Cottage. Over the 
holiday period staff at The Yellow Cottage shared their flourishing moments from Term 1 and Term 2. 
Over this term we are going to share these in the Newsletter.  
 
This week we share Georgi Ryan’s flourishing moments. Please enjoy reading these. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Georgi for her part in our Yellow Cottage team. Georgi is passionate 
about Early Childhood Education and shares her knowledge and experiences with us on a daily basis. 
We thank her for her wisdom and leadership in her role as Educational Leader. It is these moments 
that make our Yellow Cottage so special. Thank you for sharing Georgi. 
 
For me the special moments are watching how the children have embraced block play with natural 
materials and small loose parts in our room, as this experience for them has been developing 
throughout the year and is now an activity they return to daily. I am keen to resource more natural 
material to add to their play as watching this play develop is what makes me feel so proud of the 
children, their imagination and creativity. I have also really enjoyed being able to add an activity 'what 
do you notice?' where we have been encouraging the children to record their own learning, something 
that started very tentatively and slowly, yet has gained momentum and interest with more children as 
the weeks go by . . . I love it when they very proudly show me what they have drawn, as a result of 
sitting and looking closely at either blocks, birds nests, feathers, to name a few. As we also work 
towards building resilience in our children, we have also been trying to take a step back when small 
conflicts arise, although given the boys in our room, these conflicts can sometimes be bigger and 
louder, however we are trying to allow the children time to work through this for themselves rather 
than us stepping in to solve the problem for them, it has meant we have had to let them have some 
at times heated arguments, yet we are beginning to see that the children are now developing ways to 
work through this and find solutions while we closely observe and assist if needs be. It is a learning 
curve for all of us to not jump straight in!  

 



Curriculum Corner 
Tournament of Minds News 
Last Sunday, it was finally the day when 14 students were to act out their solutions to problems they had been working on 
at school for the past 6 weeks. Our two Tournament of Minds teams travelled to Newcastle Grammar School to compete 
against a huge amount of other schools from the Hunter region. Grammar Gold competed in the Maths and Engineering 
challenge which had them working out how best to rig a lotto to send people on a one way trip to Mars. Grammar Blue 
competed in the Language Literature challenge and introduced us to some interesting characters in their quest to steal a 
replica gem in order to keep them from trouble. We had a wonderful day celebrating great problem solvers and look 
forward to taking more teams next year! A huge thank you to Luke Gallagher for driving the bus. 
 
Felicity Dowdell 
EnEx Coordinator 

 

 

Grammar Blue Team Grammar Gold Team 

Mayor for a Day Entries 

 Amory Manwarring’s Entry - Year 6  Skye Russell’s Entry -Year 2 



Sport News 
AICES Secondary Athletics 
 
This week, 7 students made their way to Homebush Bay in Sydney to compete in the AICES Athletics 
Championships. We have some very talented students who placed in the top 3 and will now be going to 
represent at CIS on 20 September. 
 
Laura Sadler 

3rd 200m 
2nd 100m 
1st 400m  

 
Anna Atkinson 

2nd 200m 
2nd 100m 
3rd 400m 

 
Sarah Lindsay 

3rd High Jump 
 
Andrew Charters 

3rd Javelin  
 
Congratulations to these students and also to Luke Edwards, Laura Smith and Alex Catzikiris for making 
the top 5 in each of their events. 
 

HRIS Primary Netball Gala Day 
What a terrific day of competition our two netball teams had! This year both our Junior and Senior 
teams have been training during sport time and, in the lead up to HRIS, both teams participated in the 
National Primary Games earlier in the year.  
 
Our Junior girls played some tough games in their pool, winning a couple and losing a couple, before 
they headed into semi-finals. Our girls improved tremendously throughout the day and placed 4th overall 
in the finals out of 16 teams.   
 
The Senior girls had 5 games to play before finals. The girls won all games except their last game 
against Lakes Grammar, which saw them go down by only 5. The girls won their way through to the 
Grand Final but unfortunately St Columba proved too good, and our girls placed 2nd overall.   
Congratulations to all the players on the day! 

Miss Day 

 



Rowing News…..Exciting Times Ahead! 
 
Major Boost to our Rowing Stocks! 
 
As a member of the Lake Macquarie Rowing Club I have made many contacts in the rowing community. 
One of the members of the Club, Mr Howard Williams, had moved to the Murwillumbah Rowing Club in 
northern NSW, and is now the Boat Captain at that Club. Whilst at State Masters earlier this year 
Howard had discussed with me the possibility of accepting some older boats from the Murwillumbah 
Club that they needed to move on to make room for some new boats in their rowing shed. As you can 
imagine I was very happy to accept his kind offer and that was the beginning of a plan. 
 
Several weeks ago Howard and Mr Mills drove a trailer of boats including a quad, a double and 5 single 
skulls the nine hour trip from Murwillumbah to Scone. After picking me up in town we finished their trip 
by taking the load of boats to our rowing shed at Glenbawn Dam. There they assisted me to re-rig the 
boats so that they are ready to use. What a generous offer of both time and equipment that our school 
was able to receive! We would like to thank the Murwillumbah Club for their support and are very 
grateful for the efforts they put into transporting these boats to us. 
 
Chris Brennan 
Rowing Coordinator 

HRIS Primary Soccer Gala Day 
The HRIS Primary Soccer Gala Day was held on Tuesday. Scone Grammar had two teams, a 3-4 team 
and a 5-6 team. Both teams faced some tough opposition on the day but put in a tremendous effort. 
The 3-4 team had 3 draws and 2 losses on the day and the 5-6 team had a couple of draws and a few 
losses on the day.  

All Scone Grammar students displayed great sportsmanship on the day. 

Tim Holden 
Reminder…..Sports Photos—Tuesday 12 September 2017 
We will also be taking the SRC photo, Primary/Secondary Captains, Primary Captains and 
Primary Monitors photo on this day.  I f your child is involved in any of these photos, please 
make sure they have their full School uniform with them on the day. 
 
 
 

 



Congratulations to Year 12 Major Work Students 
All Welcome to Preview their works Tonight 

 
 



 

Save the Date— Open Community Event 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Invites you to an Open Community Event  
to hear  

courageous former Zimbabwean Test Cricketer  
and now accomplished Opera Singer 

HENRY OLONGA   
share his life story 

 which has been shaped by his faith 
Where: STLC, Scone Grammar School 
When: Tuesday, 12 September 2017 

Time: 6.00pm 
Light Refreshments will be served 

 

Olonga was the first black cricketer to play for Zimbabwe 
and is now an accomplished opera singer, but he is per-
haps best known for the courageous political stance he 
took 13 years ago. 

When Zimbabwe played its first game of the 2003 Cricket 
World Cup, Olonga and his team mate Andy Flower wore 
black armbands to mourn the death of democracy under 
Robert Mugabe. 

While Flower was about to retire from international crick-
et, Olonga was just 26 and in the prime of his career. The 
fast bowler paid the price for his principles. Soon after he 
was forced off the national team and had to go into exile 
after receiving death threats. He has never returned to 
Zimbabwe.  
 
Olonga now resides in Adelaide with his wife and two 
young children. 



 

A Message from the P&F 

3 WEEKS FROM THE EVENT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
As you know we are holding the CUA School Fun-Run as 
a fundraising event this year!   
 
Special thanks to Mrs Natalie Kelly and Mrs Erryn Day 
for allowing us this fun experience! 
 
The event will be held on Friday 22 September. This is a 
sponsorship based fundraiser, and we’re looking to raise 
much needed funds for our playground upgrade. 
 
Students can sign up for a Student Profile Page at 
schoolfunrun.com.au. They’ll be able to access online 
fundraising and they can win a $30,000 Ultimate Family 
Experience just for doing it!  
 
The CUA School Fun-Run is a healthy fundraiser that we 
hope you’ll get behind. The event sends the right 
message to students about having fun while getting 
involved and being active. 
 
We’re looking for all students to participate and we’re 
organising a great day for our community, so we’d love 
our parents and friends to come down on the day. 
Thanks for supporting your child’s wellbeing and we 
hope to see you at school for the event. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Di Gillett 
P&F President 

PLAYGROUND UPGRADE STATUS 
The designs are final and they look 
amazing. We are hoping to present 
these plans to you at some stage next 
week. It is our goal to have the 
playground upgrade completed before 
the end of the year! Exciting times!  

http://www.schoolfunrun.com.au








Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22 September 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Friday 1 September 
Gymnastics Year 4G & 4B at Scone Youth Centre 
 
Week 8 (A) 
Sunday 3 September 
Year 6 to Canberra – return Thursday,  
7 September 
Monday 4 September 
Tuesday 5 September 
Drama Night + 6 September 
Wednesday 6 September 
Drama Night 
Secretaries’ Day 
Thursday 7 September 
Year 1 Camp – Dubbo returning 8 September 
Digby Rayward Rugby (Year 5 Rugby players) 
Kindergarten Sleepover 
Rowing Training 
Friday 8 September 
Kindergarten Sleepover – pick up 12 noon 
Gymnastics Years 4B & 4G at Scone Youth Centre 
Year 1 Camp – Dubbo return 
Monday 11 September 
APPA Board Meeting & Conference to 15 Sept  
(GLF absent) 
Tuesday 12 September 
SGS Sports’ Photos 
Henry Olonga, 6.00pm at STLC 
HSC Music Practical Marking 
Wednesday 13 September 
Year 11 Exams to 20 September 
Rowing Glenbawn Dam - Year 7 
CIS Prim Athletics 
Thursday 14 September 
Rowing Training 
HRIS Sports' Co-ordinators’ Primary Meeting  
(JD absent) 
Friday 15 September 
HRIS Sports' Co-ordinators’ Secondary Meeting  
(JD absent) 
Gymnastics Years 4B & 4G at Scone Youth Centre 
 
Week 9 (B) 
Monday 18 September 
Tuesday 19 September 
P&F Meeting (transferred from 12 September) 
SGS Gala Day 
Wednesday 20 September 
CIS Secondary Athletics 
Years 9 & 10 Senior Secondary Experience Day 
Thursday 21 September 
Rowing Training 
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner 
Friday 22 September 
Year 12 Final Chapel 
Term 3 ends 

Canteen Roster    

Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22 September 
 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Friday 1 September 
Jenny Crackett, Rachel Northam 
 
Week 8 (A) 
Monday 4 September 

Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Tuesday 5 September 

Fiona Bailey,     XXXX 
Wednesday 6 September 
Fiona Bailey, Acey Firth 
Thursday 7 September 
Jenny Crackett, Pip Baker 
Friday 8 September 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day 
 
Week 9 (B) 
Monday 11 September 
Jenny Crackett, Tracey Stewart 
Tuesday 12 September 
Jenny Crackett, Lynda MacCallum 
Wednesday 13 September 
Jenny Crackett, Belinda Sowter 
Thursday 14 September 
Fiona Bailey, Tania Dart 
Friday 15 September 
Fiona Bailey, Di Gillett, Emma Sharpe 
 
Week 10 (A) 
Monday 18 September 
Jenny Crackett, Sinead Scott 
Tuesday 19 September 

Fiona Bailey,     XXXX 
Wednesday 20 September 
Fiona Bailey, Amelia Wilkinson 
Thursday 21 September 

Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Friday 22 September 
Jenny Crackett, Sue Goodhew 

 
XXXX   Helper Needed Please 


