
Thursday 7 September, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
The quality of the drama performances at the Secondary Drama 
Nights were extremely high. It was a joy to experience the 
performances of demanding plays of such a high standard. The 
students were excited about their performances when I talked to 
them prior to the nights and it was clear why as they took to the 
stage. 
 
Congratulations to all the staff who have worked with the groups and 
guided them to achieve their best. These two big nights create quite 
a lot of activity around the school which left a buzz of excitement in 
the air. 
 
Year 6 are having a fabulous time in Canberra. It has been cold 
enough in the Hunter, so it was freezing in Canberra. I hope you 
have been able to enjoy some of the photos on the Facebook page 
and follow their journey. 

 
It is very exciting to have the 20-year reunion group visiting SGS this weekend. They will spend 
time reminiscing on Saturday morning at school and then are gathering for lunch in Scone. I look 
forward to sharing some of their memories with you all next week and through our Facebook 
page. 
 
On Wednesday this week it was Secretaries’ Day and so we took time to thank our Administration 
Staff for all they do for us at SGS! May I encourage you all to take the time to thank them when 
you get a chance? 
 
We continue to pray for rain which is so badly needed across the country. 
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 

 
 

 

Snippets from HSC Showcase 
Night 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
This week, I was privileged to share in all the excitement of the Year 6 Canberra 
Trip w ith the Year 6 students, their Year 6 teachers, Mr Damien 
Saunders and Mrs Wendy Hunt, and the supervising parents, Mr Troy Martin, Mr 
Darren Crowther, Mr Michael Stanford, Mrs Lorraine Bull and Mrs Brooke 
Manwarring.  It’s been a wonderful time, full of learning and adventure on so 
many fronts.   

 
It is such a joy to see the students handle 
confidently and independently this time away and 
to watch, time and time again, the positive maturity in the way they represent the 
School.  Their courtesy and manners, their encouragement of each other, their 
interest, their questions, their reflections and their obvious growing depth of the 
understanding about civics and citizenship issues, has all been 
very exciting to be a part of.   
 
It was a great highlight to be able to visit Parliament House 

and to have the very special opportunity of meeting the Prime Minister, Mr Malcolm Turnbull 
at his office.  We were extremely grateful that he was able to make time available to talk 
with the students on what was a very busy and action packed day in the Parliament.  The 
students also shared in a special Last Post closing ceremony at the Australian War 
Memorial where our Primary Captains, Joshua Crow ther and Emme M itchell, laid a 
wreath on behalf of the School.   
 
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to 
visit their National Capital as part of their civics and citizenship education.  To assist parents 
in meeting the costs of this Year 6 Canberra Excursion, the Australian Government is contributing $30 per eligible 
student under the PACER (Parliament and Civics Education Rebate) programme toward the travel expenses incurred.  
This contribution is paid directly to the School upon completion of the excursion.  We would like to acknowledge and 
thank the Australian Government for their support of this PACER programme and through it, for their support of our 
Year 6 School families.  The Year 6 Canberra excursion certainly was a most rewarding experience for all the 
students who participated. 
 
For me personally, one of the things I have reflected on from this special trip, is an awareness of the privilege and 
many opportunities available for all of us to serve others.  Whether this is through service to the nation as a 
Member of Parliament, or in those little everyday areas that still make such a big difference, our diligence in the way 
we respond, can change not only our lives, but the lives of those around us. 
 

    Sports Photos w ill be held next w eek, on Tuesday, 12 September.  
 
During this term, we have had the School Banking programme.  There are some prizes 
being offered to reward those students (K-2 and 3-6) who make the most deposits over the 
term, not in terms of the total amount deposited, but the rather the regularity of their 
saving habits.  Information Packs re Student Banking are still available from Mrs Reichel in 
the Primary Office for interested students or their families. 

 
As you read this week’s Newsletter, Kindergarten students will be enjoying their Kinder Sleepover, and Year One 
students will be out at Dubbo, on their Year One Dubbo Excursion.  Please pray for the students, staff and parents 
involved, for safe travels and for many happy treasured memories of fun learning times together. 
 
Next week, our HRIS Primary Athletics Team representatives will be competing at the CIS Primary Athletics Carnival 
in Homebush and we do wish them well as they step up to the challenge of this higher level of competition.  We will 
be eagerly looking forward to hearing about their results. 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
In the spirit of Question Time this week, some questions to ponder and reflect on … 
- What was the best thing before sliced bread? 
- What should you do if you see an endangered animal eating an endangered plant? 
- Where do park rangers go to ‘get away from it all’? 
- Can vegetarians eat animal crackers? 
- Is there another word for synonym? 
- What if there were no hypothetical questions? Hmmm… 
 
Congratulations to Holly Elliott (Kinder Blue), Austin Hill (Year 4 Blue) and Nick Gallagher (Year 5 Blue), who are all 
celebrating birthdays this week.  I  do w ish each of these students all the best as they enjoy this happy 
occasion and share this special time with their family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
Last week students from Scone Grammar School attended the 2017 Burn Bright IMPACT Leadership 
Training Day. This was held at St Lukes Hall and involved 18 our students from Years 9 and 
10. This inaugural leadership development programme was a joint venture between the schools of the 
Upper Hunter and Where There’s A Will Foundation. The Burn Bright IMPACT Leadership Training Day 
enables our young people to build a strong sense of character and values, become aware of the decisions 
they are making and develop a strong self-efficacy to become more resilient. The programme unlocks the 
idea that leadership is influence, and we all influence daily. Students were posed the question ‘How are 
we using that influence?’ IMPACT Leadership aims to encourage students to think more broadly about 
their foundations and the impact their leadership has on others.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scone Grammar School was a keen participant in this programme as we believe in providing opportunities 
for our students to develop and apply their leadership skills. Learning how to lead and serve is a key 
component in our strengths based approach to the building up of our young people. The prime objectives 
of the students who attended this day are to be commended for their commitment to the ideals of the 
programme and the level of enthusiasm they displayed.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us.  
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; Year 6 on camp in Canberra; Year 1 on camp in 
Dubbo and Kindergarten as they enjoy their first ‘sleep over’; For the school building project; For families 
and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific 
prayer requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not 
published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23&version=NIV
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
I have spent two days this week at a school leaders’ conference in Sydney on the topic of 
Reconceptualising Assessment. While I understand that not everyone would find that to be an interesting 
way to spend two days in Sydney, I found it to be reassuring, confronting and inspiring. Some would 
wonder how you could be reassured and confronted all at the same conference. I was reassured that we 
are moving in the right direction; in one particular session I saw how the assessments for, of and as 
learning our mathematics faculty are doing is at the high end of best practice and they made me proud as 
I know they are striving to do it still better. Some of the photos below show the self-paced, differentiated 
and practical work they are doing in classes.  
 
I was also encouraged by the work our Year 12 class has produced in their practical subjects. The drama 
performances for the HSC markers were stunning, as was Shannon Nichols’ costume design. The 
Industrial Technology, Design and Technology and Visual Arts work displayed at the Showcase Night last 
week were a credit to those students who had worked hard, and their teachers. The music performances 
at the Showcase Event were also excellent and a credit to both students and their teacher. It would be 
remiss of me not to mention the Year 12 work that went on behind the scenes in the Hospitality Kitchen 
that produced all of the delightful food we sampled. In my conversations with colleagues in Sydney this 
week, they were impressed by the amount of talent such a small group could display. One colleague who 
is currently teaching a Maths class of 36 students in an inner city independent school was seriously 
jealous of the group of secondary students and staff I was going home to. 
 
The quote of the week this week was the final quote in the keynote addresses at the conference and it is 
my challenge for the rest of the year and my challenge to my colleagues and students. 
 
“Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the assessment that something else is more 
important than fear.” Franklin D Roosevelt 
 

Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 

 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

The idea of flourishing is something we consider very important at The Yellow Cottage. Over the 
holiday period staff at The Yellow Cottage shared their flourishing moments from Term 1 and Term 2. 
Over this term we are going to share these in the Newsletter.  
 
This week we share Jane Holden’s flourishing moments. Please enjoy reading these. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Jane for her part in our Yellow Cottage team. Jane is passionate about 
Early Childhood Education and shares her knowledge and experiences with us on a daily basis. We 
thank her for her wonderful contributions to our music programme through her role with the Upper 
Hunter Conservatorium of Music. It is these moments that make our Yellow Cottage so special. Thank 
you for sharing Jane. 
 
Like always the year so far has been epic, the children and staff at The Yellow Cottage are truly 
blessed to be a part of something so special.  
 I have such a strong love for animals and am passionate about children learning to treat them with 
love, care and respect. This last term was incredibly abundant with opportunities for the children to 
experience many creatures great and small in such a hands on way, through these interactions their 
learning and understanding has been so much deeper. Elaine's farm was my absolute highlight as the 
children were able to reinforce so much of their existing knowledge about animals and how to care for 
them as well as learning so many new things. Elaine had so thoughtfully planned out all of the 
activities which meant the children were able to feel such a sense of being capable and competent as 
they fed, called and patted the many animals as well as collecting sticks and constructing the fire. It 
was such a beautiful feeling of community as the children and staff engaged together in so many 
meaningful ways. 
The ducklings were just awesome, and I loved being able to teach the children about how to care for 
ducklings as well as noticing their adaptations and characteristics while we observed them for Real 
Life!  
Earlier in the term we explored Australian Animals, this exploration ended up going for a long period 
as well as being in depth as the children had a real interest in it. It felt so rewarding each day as the 
children reflected back to us just how much they had learnt through free play as well group times. 
Through this exploration the children developed a love for the story Wombat Stew, we used this book 
repetitively and loved to see the children's development of language and confidence as they joined in 
with the story. This experience had an exciting finale as we engaged the children in story telling using 
drama to reinact the story in the mud pit with real mud, feathers, gum nuts and lots of other goodies 
to symbolise the bugs and ants. It was loads of fun and the children were amazing as they recalled 
the storyline. 

  
 



Curriculum Corner 
 
Year 9_5.2 Maths 
 
Recently, students in 5.2 Maths have been studying the volume and surface area of solids. In completing 
the course work for this topic, students worked through a series of ShowMe videos at their own pace, 
completing worksheets and set exercises along the way. At the same time, they had the opportunity to 
work on their Term 3 assessment which was to design and cost out a garden and glasshouse for a park, 
following a strict design brief. They then had to complete a series of calculations related to their designs, 
under test conditions. Students really enjoyed this approach to their learning and the designs they 
produced are a credit to them. Some students even researched solids such as pyramids and hemispheres 
which are not actually part of their course! 

Mrs Sally Sim 

 

 



Snapshots from Secondary Drama Nights 

 



Rowing News 
Our enthusiastic rowing team were presented with their official bright yellow SGS rowing caps at Assembly 
this week. Competing in their first regatta for the season this weekend, we wish them well. The girls will 
row as a foursome and Tim will join a crew from Hunter Valley Grammar. 

 

 

Tuesday Sport—Archery 
 A big thankyou to John Mollema (Alyssa's dad) who unexpectedly turned up with not one, 
but two archery targets! What a legend. Also like to thank Simon Galland and Muswellbrook 
Timber and Hardware for donating the gear so John could make the targets. The kids are 
loving Archery. 
 
Mr Nick Price 
 

Back: Auroura Manwarring, Alyssa Mollema, Holly McDonald, Mrs Brennan 
Front: Alby O’Regan, Tim Caslick 



Equestrian News 
 
A number of our Equestrian Team competed in the Liverpool Plains Equestrian Expo held at Quirindi over 
last weekend. 
 
Some of the most outstanding results are listed below – 
Hannah Smith – 3rd in 1 metre Show Jump 
Laura Smith – Reserve Champion 80cm Show Jump 
Prunella Hayes – 1st Handler, Pleasure Hack and Utility, 2nd Hack and Rider, 3rd 13 Years Sporting, 4th 
Dressage and 5th 60cm AM7 Show Jump 
Harry Warner – 1st and 2nd 60cm Show Jump, 1st and 2nd Combined Training 45cm, 2nd and 3rd AM7 
Show Jump, Champion Boy Rider, Reserve Champion Hack, 1st Pleasure Hack and Educated Hack, 3rd 
Handler (Harry rode two horses at this event). 
Harrison Baxter – 2nd EVA 60cm One Day Event, 3rd Combined Training, Reserve Champion Boy Rider 
and numerous placings in Sporting and Show riding. 
Paige Baxter – 1st Combined Training and 70cm Accumulator, 2nd 70cm Accumulator, 3rd EVA 45cm 
One Day Event, 5th 60cm AM7 and Working Horse, Champion Dressage Rider and numerous placings in 
the Show Ring. 
Charlie Magnier – 1st in 60cm Show Jumping, Show Jump 9 Years and Under Champion, 2nd Boy Rider, 
4th  EVA 60cm One Day Event and Handler and 5th Hack. 
It was hot, dusty, and a very competitive, well run event and a great three days of riding. 
 
Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-ordinator 
 

 
 

 



Reminder…….Sports Photos Tuesday 12 September 
 
A reminder to all students and families, these photos are on Tuesday, 12 September at School.  All 
students involved in the special photos are to wear full school uniform.  The Special Photos will be taken 
first then students can change into their sports uniform. 
 
All students involved in Sport Photos are to wear full sports uniform.  If students are not in correct 
uniform they will be excluded from the photo. Please check carefully below what you need to bring on 
the day!!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PRIMARY CHECK LIST 
  

SECONDARY CHECK LIST 

Full School Uniform 
Voiceworx 
Primary Band 
Primary Strings 
Primary Captains 
Primary Monitors 

  
Full Sports Uniform for Sports Photos 

  
Age Champion Medallions 

Swimming 
Cross Country 
Athletics 

  
HRIS Polo Shirt if you have represented at 

CIS 
Swimming 
Cross Country 
Athletics 
  

CIS Rugby Uniform – Hunter Ryan and 
Bailey Park 

  
CIS Cross Country Uniform – Archie Martin 
  
CIS Golf Uniform – Angus Stanford 
  

  
School Teams 

Soccer 
Socks and boots 

  
Rugby teams 

Socks and boots 
  

Netball teams 
Will receive uniforms on the day 

  
Equestrian 

Jodhpurs, white shirt, tie, jumper 
and boots 

  
Basketball 

Sports Uniform 
  

League 
Sport uniform 
  

Hockey 
Sticks & long socks 

  

Full School Uniform 
Secondary Orchestra 
Secondary Choir 
Secondary Strings 
SRC Primary/Secondary 

  
Full Sports Uniform for Sport photos 

  
Age Champion Medallions 

Swimming 
Cross Country 
Athletics 

  
HRIS Polo shirt if you have represented at 

AICES for any of the following: 
Swimming 
Cross Country 
Athletics 
Rugby Union – Matt Smart and 

Edward Bell 
Netball – Chelsea Bowditch and 

Anna Atkinson 
HRIS Touch Football – Darcy & 

Clancy Moore, Ryan Clerke 
HRIS Hockey – Sophia Bell 
  
  
  

AICES Polo shirt if you have represented at 
CIS for any of the following: 

Touch Football – Clancy Moore 
Rugby – Matt Smart 

  
School Teams 

Soccer 
Socks and boots 

  
Rugby teams 

Socks and boots 
  

Netball teams 
Will receive uniforms on the day 
  

Rowing team 
Zootsuit, Singlet, shorts & Cap 
  

Touch Football teams 
If announced will be normal sports 

uniform. 
  



 

Absences from School    
 
If you are planning extended travel (with your child/ren) in excess of three school days, it is essential 
you contact the School so government required paper work can be completed prior to your departure. 
 
Initially, you will be asked to complete an “Application for Extended Leave - Travel” which then needs 
to be approved of by the Principal.  A “Certificate of Extended Leave – Travel” is then completed.  The 
Certificate must be produced when requested by police or other authorized attendance officers while 
you are away. 
 
Absences (Leave) for a period between 1 and 3 days requires notification in w riting prior 
to the commencement of the absence.  
 
In the case of Sick Leave please advise the Administration Office on the first day of absence and 
subsequent absent days.  On your child/ren’s return please confirm the absence in writing. 
 

Agapanthus Plants Needed 
 
If any budding gardeners have any Agapanthus plants they 
would like to donate to the School…...they would be gratefully 
received. Needed to plant in front of the Year 3 and Year 4 
classrooms as part of a Year 8 Tech Design project. 
 
Please drop off at the TTC deck. Thank you! 
 
 
 

 
School Holiday Camp for Primary Aged Students 
 
 
 
 
HOLIDAY PROGRAME FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENTS 
The Anglican Church of Muswellbrook is again holding a Messy Day Camp during the second week of 
the next School holidays.   
 
Dates are:- Tuesday 3rd to Thursday 5th October 
 
Day Camp is a fun filled 3 days, held on a property along Castle Rock Road, Kybong. Children meet at 
designated places in Scone, Aberdeen and Muswellbrook, travel by bus to the property and return to 
the Bus Stops by 4.30pm each day. 
 
Activities include: Archery, Camp Cooking, Orienteering, Crafts and lots more. 
 
Leadership – Leaders who have an approved Working with Children Check, are well trained and work 
with small groups of children. 
 
For more information please collect an Information and Registration Form from School Office or phone 
Camp Director – Fay Barton on 0477 012 228 
Children & Families Pastoral Worker 
Anglican Parish of Muswellbrook 



 



OPEN & FREE Community Event 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Invites you to an Open Community Event  

to hear  
courageous former Zimbabwean Test Cricketer  

and now an accomplished Opera Singer 

share his life story 
 which has been shaped by his faith 

Where: STLC, Scone Grammar School 
When: Tuesday, 12 September 2017 

Time: 6.00pm 
Light Refreshments will be served 

 

Olonga was the first black cricketer to play for 
Zimbabwe and is now an accomplished opera singer, 
but he is perhaps best known for the courageous 
political stance he took 13 years ago. 

When Zimbabwe played its first game of the 2003 
Cricket World Cup, Olonga and his team mate Andy 
Flower wore black armbands to mourn the death of 
democracy under Robert Mugabe. 

While Flower was about to retire from international 
cricket, Olonga was just 26 and in the prime of his 
career. The fast bowler paid the price for his principles. 
Soon after he was forced off the national team and had 
to go into exile after receiving death threats. He has 
never returned to Zimbabwe.  
Olonga now resides in Adelaide with his wife and two 
young children. 
 



 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22 September 
 
 
Week 8 (A) - Thursday 7 September 
Year 1 Camp – Dubbo returning 8 September 
Digby Rayward Rugby (Year 5 Rugby players) 
Kindergarten Sleepover 
Rowing Training 
Year 6 - Canberra Return 
Friday 8 September 
Kindergarten Sleepover – collect by 12 noon 
Gymnastics Years 4B & 4G at Scone Youth Centre 
Year 1 Camp – Dubbo return 
Monday 11 September 
APPA Board Meeting & Conference to  
15 September 
Tuesday 12 September 
SGS Sports’ Photos 
Henry Olonga, 6.00pm at STLC 
HSC Music Practical Marking 
Wednesday 13 September 
Year 11 Exams to 20 September 
Rowing Glenbawn Dam - Year 7 
CIS Prim Athletics 
Thursday 14 September 
Rowing Training 
Year 11 Exams to 20 September 
HRIS Sports' Co-ordinators’ Primary Meeting  
Friday 15 September 
HRIS Sports' Co-ordinators’ Secondary Meeting  
(JD absent) 
Gymnastics Years 4B & 4G at Scone Youth Centre 
Year 11 Exams to 20 September 
 
Week 9 (B) - Monday 18 September 
Year 11 Exams to 20 September 
Tuesday 19 September 
P&F Meeting (transferred from 12 September) 
SGS Gala Day 
Year 11 Exams to 20 September 
CIS Cricket Trials 
Wednesday 20 September 
CIS Secondary Athletics 
Years 9 & 10 Senior Secondary Experience Day 
Year 11 Exams finish 
Thursday 21 September 
Rowing Training 
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner 
Friday 22 September 
Year 12 Final Chapel 
Term 3 ends 
Saturday 23 September 
Meet the Music 
Wednesday 27 September 
School Council Meeting 
 
Term 4 Commences – Monday 9 October 

Canteen Roster    

 
 Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22 September 
 
 
Week 8 (A) 
Thursday 7 September 
Jenny Crackett, Pip Baker 
Friday 8 September 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day 
 
Week 9 (B) 
Monday 11 September 
Jenny Crackett, Tracey Stewart 
Tuesday 12 September 
Jenny Crackett, Lynda MacCallum 
Wednesday 13 September 
Jenny Crackett, Belinda Sowter 
Thursday 14 September 
Fiona Bailey, Tania Dart 
Friday 15 September 
Fiona Bailey, Di Gillett, Emma Sharpe 
 
Week 10 (A) 
Monday 18 September 
Jenny Crackett, Sinead Scott 
Tuesday 19 September 

Fiona Bailey,    XXXX 
Wednesday 20 September 
Fiona Bailey, Amelia Wilkinson 
Thursday 21 September 

Jenny Crackett   XXXX 
Friday 22 September 
Jenny Crackett, Sue Goodhew 
 

XXXX   Helper Needed Please 


