
Thursday 14 September, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
Year 12 are now entering their final week of school after thirteen 
years. This is an exciting time and also brings some apprehension. I 
have valued the opportunity to meet with the Year 12 over the last 
month and discuss their direction, the highs and lows of the year and 
encourage them to continue to strive for their best. They are a fine 
group of young people and we wish them every blessing as they leave 
school and especially for their upcoming HSC examinations. Next week 
we will have the Valedictory Dinner on Thursday evening and Year 12 
Final Chapel on Friday at 11.00am at St Luke’s. 
 
As I mentioned last week we had the joy of the Class of 1997 
returning to SGS for their 20 Year reunion. It was very special to 
spend some time with those who were able to return and show them 
around the school, to listen to them reminiscing and show them many 

of the changes that have occurred over the time.   
 
On Tuesday afternoon and evening we had the pleasure of a visit from Henry Olonga, a former 
Zimbabwean cricket international, opera singer and human rights advocate. He shared his talents 
with some of the students and then a broad cross-section of the school community. He also shared 
how his Christian faith had shaped his life and continues to do so. He was very engaging and all 
those who were able to attend the evening were inspired by his story. 
 
OnStage Nomination 
I am delighted to share with you that Aaron Whitney has been nominated for OnStage for his HSC 
Drama performance. This is a huge honour and wonderful acknowledgement for Aaron, his talent 
and hard work in his Drama HSC. It is also wonderful for his teacher Mrs Maria English and her 
dedication and skill in guiding our Drama students. Aaron now goes into the selection process and 
we await the final performance schedule. Congratulation to Aaron!  
 
Today we farewelled the 3 Indian students from The Welham Boys’ School. It has been a delight 
to have Kunden, Madhav and Vandit with us for the term. Thank you to the families who assisted 
in hosting the boys as your help makes the exchange possible and is a highlight for the visitors. 
 
Parenting Ideas Website 
I have included an article about multi-tasking in the newsletter this week. It comes from a group 
called Parenting Ideas. We are a member of the organisation as a school. They produce very good 
tips and resources for parents and teachers. 
I encourage you all to have a look at their website, www.parentingideas.com.au. 
 
It is wonderful to have had some rain fall overnight to refresh our very dry land. 
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 

http://www.parentingideas.com.au


 



 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
Last week, Kindergarten students enjoyed a wonderful Kinder Sleepover, and Year One students had a 
very exciting Year One Dubbo Excursion.  I would like to sincerely thank the class teachers, Mr Tes, Mr 
Holden, Rev Nate - Dean of Students, and the Year One parents who all contributed and assisted to make 
these activities possible and to ensure their success.  We do greatly appreciate your support and 
involvement. 
 
I was particularly thrilled to hear of Angus Stanford’s success as part of the victorious CIS Primary Golf 
Team who were successful in winning both the Stroke and the Net competitions at the PSSA Primary Golf 
Championships last week in Camden.  Angus had to play in very difficult conditions but, along with the 
other CIS players in the team, produced some wonderful results to win this competition.  Well done 
Angus!  Double Gold!  We are all very proud of you indeed. 
 
I’ve been away this week attending the APPA Conference in Brisbane, where there’s been an outstanding 
array of keynote speakers and presenters, all speaking around the challenging themes of Agility, 
Creativity, and Legacy.  Dr Anthony Muhammed spoke on ‘Working Together to Create a Healthy School 
Culture’, Dr Jason Fox shared on ‘Leading a Quest’ - working beyond the default level, and Holly Ransom 
gave an inspiring address on ‘Intergenerational Leadership’.   
 
Each of the speakers made powerful comments about their own personal educational journey and spoke 
of the impact and influence Primary teachers had on their lives in their early years.  I felt so encouraged 
to hear these comments, particularly knowing the quality of teachers we have on staff here at SGS.  I 
know their dedication and commitment to their teaching and feel greatly privileged to be part of the team 
serving the students and families across the School.  Amongst many challenging thoughts and quotes 
from the conference, I did appreciate the following: 
‘We all make choices.  In the end, our choices make us.’ 
 
In producing eggs and bacon for breakfast, one party was involved.   
The other one was totally committed. 
 
 
One thing I love about the privilege of being involved with APPA, is the focus on what unites educators, 
rather than the often headlined issues that are different across sectors and stages.  We don’t need to try 
to be better than other schools, rather just do our best and be the best we can.  We live in such a 
competitive world and modelling this approach sends such a strong positive message for our students. 
 
This week we received results from the ICAS English Competition: 
Merit      Year 3 Callum Doherty, Ava Hatherly, Edward Kimpton 

Year 4 Charlotte Clark 
Year 6 Sophie Gillett 

Credit     Year 3 Hugo Shann 
Year 4 Mitchell Baker 
Year 5 Nicholas Gallagher, William Nugent 

Distinction     Year 3 Jock McCosker 
Year 4 Georgina Kimpton 

Congratulations to all students on their results. 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
What do you get when you cross a trumpet with a flute?  A tooty flooty! 
If your dog had a sore throat and fleas, how would it feel?  Hoarse and buggy! 
What’s round and bad-tempered?  A vicious circle. 
What did the baby light bulb say to its mother?  I wuv you watts and watts. 
 
Congratulations to Declan Bennett (Year 2 Gold), Sophie Park (Year 4 Blue), Jordan Christopher (Year 5 
Gold), Samuel Gillett (Year 4 Gold), Lilly Malone (Year 6 Blue), and Isla Adams (Year 2 Blue), who are all 
celebrating birthdays this week.  I  do w ish each of these students all the best as they enjoy 
this happy occasion and share this special time with their family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I love this quote from Sir Donald Bradman. Mr Feeney sent it to me from the Bradman Museum last 
week. These words have much to say to us today as learners. While the learning of core skills and 
knowledge is important, one of the messages we can take and apply to our lives is the importance of 
building personal virtues alongside other specific skills we are endeavouring to acquire at school. It is the 
building up of the whole person and the way in which character is formed that will determine success in 
whatever field you are seeking to place yourself. There are ways in which we are specifically teaching 
these virtues here at Scone Grammar School. The collective umbrella approach we name as ‘Positive 
Education’, where these virtues and strengths are explicitly taught each week; sometimes in specific 
lessons, in Chapel, in conversations and through extra-curricular programmes where these virtues are 
named, explained and applied. We believe that the learning and application of these virtues 
has a significant impact on the development of the whole person and thus, is key to the ability of a 
student to acquire specific skills and knowledge in each subject area, even beyond the school years. We 
invite God into this development and openly pray for His help in the building up of our young people. Ask 
your son or daughter what they have learnt about themselves this week, as well as the skills and 
knowledge they have acquired.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us; the great time that Year 1 on camp in Dubbo and Kindergarten enjoyed on their first 
‘sleep over’.  
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy;; For the school building project; For families and 
students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer 
requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not 
published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23&version=NIV
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
It feels like every week in Term 3 I want to write about how busy it has been and this week is no 
different. We have had the HSC markers in for Music and Design and Technology, Year 11 started exams, 
the rowing team had their first regatta on the weekend, Henry Olongo visited and Year 12 are enjoying 
their last few days at school.  Oh, and we did normal school things too. 
 
One of the most interesting conversations I have had this week was with a Year 11 student. The question 
they came into my office with was "How do you manage to find time to do everything?" We spent some 
considerable time discussing everything they were trying to fit into their schedule and how they could 
build a study timetable. The worth of this conversation for me came from a comment they made about 
how easy their parents and teachers made this process look. I assured them that most of us who were 
genuinely busy may make it look like we are managing to do it easily but we were all a bit more like the 
peaceful duck on the pond that was paddling madly under the water. It also became apparent that we as 
the adults in their lives, were pretty good at sheltering the children from a lot of our decision-making 
processes and maybe that isn't always helpful to them. 
 
I would like to add my voice to the other congratulations this week for Aaron Whitney. I had the privilege 
of watching his performance for the HSC Drama markers and I can completely understand why they 
nominated him for OnStage. Congratulations Aaron, you have every right to be proud of your 
performance and your achievement. 
 
"In every aspect of life, have a game plan, and then do your best to achieve it." Alan Kulw icki 
"A problem is a chance for you to do your best." Duke Ellington  
 

Congratulations Aaron Whitney on your nomination for OnStage 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

 
The idea of flourishing is something we consider very important at The Yellow Cottage. Over the 
holiday period staff at The Yellow Cottage shared their flourishing moments from Term 1 and Term 2. 
Over this term we are going to share these in the Newsletter.  
 
This week we share Cathy Gatwood’s flourishing moments. Please enjoy reading these. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Cathy for her part in our Yellow Cottage team. Cathy is passionate 
about Early Childhood Education and shares her knowledge and experiences with us on a daily basis. 
We thank her for her wonderful contributions to our Preschool Disability Support Programme through 
her role in overseeing and coordinating this scheme. It is these moments that make our Yellow 
Cottage so special. Thank you for sharing Cathy. 
 
My moments include our trip to Elaine's farm and our Wombat Stew experience where the 
kids /staff were challenged to think outside the box and rise to a new challenge and 
environment.  
But I can't go past my smaller moments with the children I work with every day in my 
role of learning support educator. Watching these children develop the understanding of 
new concepts that has then opened up the world to more developed and meaningful 
social experiences with their peers has been particularly rewarding for them and for me 
as part of this journey.  
As a team, we have all added to the journey for these children and helped them to thrive 
and flourish and they in return have helped me/us to grow and feel a sense of pride and 
achievement. 

 



Save the Date—SGS Twilight Artshow 
 



Sport News 
 
On Saturday 9 September our SGS rowers competed in their first regatta for the season. We have 5 
students who are registered with Rowing NSW. We are registered as Upper Hunter but our uniforms are 
our school colours of navy, gold and white. Upper Hunter is already a registered club with NSW Rowing 
and we can row any age group being a part of this club.  In the future, if ex-students or parents would 
like to row competitively, they can row as members of the Upper Hunter Rowing Club.  
 
The regattas we will be attending this season are all held at Berry Park, Morpeth. Berry Park is a Rowing 
Complex situated on the Hunter River where the Hunter Valley Grammar School (HVGS), Newcastle 
University and Endeavour Rowing Clubs house their boat sheds. The regattas can be attended by all 
local clubs as well as crews from any clubs registered with NSW Rowing. 
 
The regatta we attended on Saturday was run by Newcastle University as part of the Central Districts’ 
Rowing Association (CDRA). We have one boy registered: Tim Caslick and four girls: Alby O’Regan, 
Alyssa Mollema, Holly McDonald and Aurora Manwarring. As Tim is our only boy I had to try and get him 
into some crews with other clubs. Tim was entered into an Under 15s quad skull race with three other 
HVGS boys. There were only two crews in this race and Tim’s crew were first to the line so Tim won a 
medal in his first race! 
 
The girls raced in both the Under 15’s and Under 16’s quad skulls races and came second and third for 
their efforts. Tim coxed their crew for their second race. The regatta was a massive experience for all of 
our rowers and the knowledge they gained from the competition was fantastic. They all gave their best 
and their standard of rowing for beginner rowers was encouraging. All of our rowers were well-
supported by their families and I would like to thank the parents for being so helpful on the day. As I 
also competed it is a big job to make sure the students are ready and that they are organised with boats 
and oars as well as on time for their races. The support from the families is a major part of rowing and I 
appreciate all the help.  
 
Chris Brennan 
Rowing Co-ordinator 

 



 

Reminder—Absences from School    
 
If you are planning extended travel (with your child/ren) in excess of three school days, it is essential 
you contact the School so government required paper work can be completed prior to your departure. 
 
Initially, you will be asked to complete an “Application for Extended Leave - Travel” which then needs to 
be approved of by the Principal.  A “Certificate of Extended Leave – Travel” is then completed.  The 
Certificate must be produced when requested by police or other authorized attendance officers while 
you are away. 
 
Absences (Leave) for a period between 1 and 3 days requires notification in writing prior to the 
commencement of the absence.  
 
In the case of Sick Leave please advise the Administration Office on the first day of absence and 
subsequent absent days.  On your child/ren’s return please confirm the absence in writing. 
 

 
WANTED……Agapanthus Plants  

 
If any budding gardeners have any Agapanthus plants they 
would like to donate to the School…..they would be gratefully 
received. Needed to plant in front of the Year 3 and Year 4 
classrooms as part of a Year 8 Tech Design project. 
 



P&F Meeting—Tuesday 19 September at 6.00pm 
 

SCONE GRAMMAR SCHOOL P & F Inc.  

Agenda 
 

 

Meeting:   Tuesday 19th September 2017 
Location:  Bullock Library, Scone 
Time:    6.00pm 
 

 Opening Prayer 
 

 Confirmation of Previous Minutes 
 

 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
 

 Reports –  
Treasurer 
Clothing Shop 
Fete / Class Liaison Co-Ordinator 
Principal 
 

 Correspondence In / Out 
 

 General Business 
Primary Playground Update 
 

 Activities 
Colour Fun Run Update 
 

 Everyone most welcome to attend 
 

School Colour Run—Friday 22 September 
 

Primary Students—Start at 12.15pm at Bill Rose Complex 

Secondary Students—Start at 1.00pm 

Primary students have sponsorship forms 

Secondary students—flat $10 fee—purchase your wrist band from the 
Main Admin Office 

   Family and friends very welcome to participate too! 

So much fun to be had on the 
last day of term! 

 



 



 
Scone Short Film Festival 

 
Do something different for a fun and entertaining evening.  6.30-10.30pm Saturday, 16 September at 
the Senior Citizens’ Centre, Oxford Road, Scone.  The evening starts with refreshments and a delicious 
supper, then a diverse programme of 10 short films, followed by coffee and slices.  Meet some of the 
producers and directors of the films screened.  Budding actors and film-makers will be able to pick up 
some tips.   All the films are Australian, with many award-winners and films that have screened around 
the world.   Due to insurance requirements, under 18s must be accompanied by a parent or adult 
guardian.  Tickets are $30 and are available at Hunt-a-Book in Scone or from our website.  
 
The films will also screen on Sunday, 17 September, 11am - a casual encore screening of the films.  
Tickets $15 from Hunt-a-Book or online.   A delicious morning tea will be available from 
10.30am.  Everyone is welcome. www.sconefilms.org.au     www.facebook.com/sconefilms      
Tel: 0428-508326 
 
 

Red Cross Blood Bank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Australian Red Cross Mobile Blood Service is visiting Scone, 
 

Wednesday 20 September, 1.00pm – 6.30pm  
Thursday 21 September, 10.00pm – 6.30pm (6 more donors needed) 

Friday 22 September, 9.00am – 3.00pm (12 more blood donors & 2 plasma donors needed) 
 

If you haven't already made an appointment to give blood, you can make an appointment online or call 
us on 13 14 95.  

1 in 3 Australians will need blood, but only 1 in 30 donates. Donated blood helps cancer patients, 
people with blood disorders, mothers-to-be and newborn babies, as well as trauma and surgical 

patients.  
 
 

http://www.sconefilms.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/sconefilms
http://donors-newsouthwales.cmail1.com/t/r-i-kkuhnt-yudkoiuik-u/


Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

Term 3  
Monday, 17 July to Friday, 22 September 
 
Week 9 (B) 
Thursday 14 September 
Rowing Training 
Year 11 Exams to 20 September 
HRIS Sports' Co-ordinators’ Primary Meeting  
Friday 15 September 
HRIS Sports' Co-ordinators’ Secondary Meeting 
Gymnastics Years 4B & 4G at Scone Youth Centre 
Year 11 Exams to 20 September 
Week 10 (A) 
Monday 18 September 
Year 11 Exams to 20 September 
Tuesday 19 September 
P&F Meeting (transferred from 12 September) 
SGS Gala Day 
Year 11 Exams to 20 September 
CIS Cricket Trials 
Wednesday 20 September 
CIS Secondary Athletics 
Years 9 & 10 Senior Secondary Experience Day 
Year 11 Exams finish 
Thursday 21 September 
Rowing Training 
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner 
Friday 22 September 
Year 12 Final Chapel 
Term 3 ends 
 
Saturday 23 September 
Meet the Music 
Wednesday 27 September 
School Council Meeting 
 

Term 4 Commences  
Monday 9 October 

Canteen Roster 

 
Term 3 Monday, 17 July to Friday,  
22 September 
 
Week 9 (B) 
Friday 15 September 
Fiona Bailey, Di Gillett, Emma Sharpe 
 
Week 10 (A) 
Monday 18 September 
Jenny Crackett, Sinead Scott 
Tuesday 19 September 
Fiona Bailey,     XXXX 
Wednesday 20 September 
Fiona Bailey, Amelia Wilkinson 
Thursday 21 September 
Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Friday 22 September 
Jenny Crackett, Sue Goodhew 
 
XXXX   Helper Needed Please 

  


