
Wednesday 20 September, 2017 

 
 
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 

 
We are at the end of a very full and exciting term. I was reflecting 
with the P & F last night about the significant positives of the 
camping programme which many grades have participated in this 
term. The learning that occurs and the special opportunities that our 
students experience are priceless. These sometimes involve 
something that has been challenging for the children but they always 
grow from these experiences.  
 
As Year 12 conclude their year with their special events, we wish 
them well for the HSC Exams and for the future that lies before them. 
I am sure they will be sharing stories of their schooling experiences 

over the coming days and I am confident they will have many fond memories. It is a time for us to 
all celebrate each and every student reaching this milestone! In this year’s cohort we have seven 
students who have been at SGS since Kindergarten; Griffin Miller, Kaitland Parker, Toby Croaker, 
Elizabeth Croaker, Ericka Ollesch, Mackenzie Barker and Ethan Fairgray. What memories! 
 
In line with running experience days for Years 5 and 6 earlier in the year we are running a Senior 
Secondary Experience Day this week. We are seeking to help our Year 9 and 10 students 
understand Years 11 and 12 and be excited about these final two years of school. 
 
The ‘Colour Run’ is shaping up to be a very special end to the term with everyone being able to 
simply finish the term having FUN together. A big thank you to Mrs Natalie Kelly and the P & F for 
this idea and the preparation.   
 
Have a wonderful, refreshing holiday. I look forward to everyone returning safely for Term 4.  
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 

Have a fun Colour Run on Friday! 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
On Wednesday afternoon this week, we enjoyed sharing in the Primary Public Speaking 
Finals.  I would particularly like to thank our adjudicators, Ms Gillie Hayes and Ms Kate 
Mailer, who once again kindly and generously offered their support and encouragement for 
the students involved.  Congratulations to the following students who were selected as 
finalists from their respective Class and Year group heats: 
 

Year 3 Ted Saunders   What the future holds 
 Ava Hatherly   How my pets always fight 
 Ben Froml   What I get in trouble for at home 
 Hamish Davidson  My five dogs 

Year 4 Charlie Mitchell   What I want to be when I grow up 
 Olivia MacCallum  Where babies come from 
 Lochie Hails   A ball in the hand is better than a book 
 Lourens Ardesch   If my father was Darth Vader 

Year 5 Braeden Wallace  Short and small things 
 Peter MacCallum  Slinging slang 
 Hannah Glenn  Why Monday's should be banned  
 Daniel Crowther  My dream world 

Year 6 Alexis Walsh   Books can take you places 
 Grace Saunders   Mistakes 
 Daniel O’Regan   Little 
 Angus Davidson   What should I do my speech on? 
 

This week, we received results from the ICAS Mathematics Competition: 
Merit  Year 3 Ava Hatherly  
  Year 5 Thomas Burnett, Sarah Clark 
  Year 6 Sophie Gillett 
Credit Year 3 Edward Kimpton, Jock McCosker, Hugo Shann 
  Year 4 Lourens Ardesch, Joshua Chopin 
  Year 5 Finn Deasy, Nicholas Gallagher, Archie Martin, Braeden Wallace 
Distinction Year 4 Mitchell Baker, Georgina Kimpton 
  Year 5 Ryan Dowell,  
 
Congratulations to these students on their excellent results. 
 
Congratulations also to Archie Martin (Year 5 Gold) who was presented with his NSW PSSA Cross Country 
Medallion at School Assembly this week.  Archie ran in the 11 Boys’ 3000m NSWPSSA Event, finishing in 
20th place, which was an outstanding effort. 
 
Last Monday, Joshua Crowther, Peter MacCallum and Braedon Hails, participated in the NSWCIS Primary 
Cricket Trials, held at the facilities in Sydney where the NSW Blues train.  This was a 
wonderful experience for the boys who, amidst very strong competition, certainly held their own and 
performed well.  Although none of the boys were selected for the NSWCIS Team, it was really delightful 
to chat with them about the day and to hear the genuine excitement and the mature and positive attitude 
they had afterwards.  It was a great reminder for me that sport is really about ‘doing your best’ and 
having fun, not just about ‘being the best’.  I know there are some wonderful advances taking place with 
the Cricket Development Squad here at SGS with Rev Nate and, no doubt, these boys are benefiting from 
this involvement both in terms of cricket skills and character growth. 
 
This week brings us to the end of a very busy term and I’m sure students, parents and teachers will all 
enjoy time for a holiday break, to re-group, re-charge, and be refreshed.  I do wish all Primary families a 
safe, happy and restful time with much fun, laughter and shared adventures together. 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
What’s the angriest part of a football field? The crossbar. 
Why don’t elephants ride motor bikes?  Their ears won’t fit in the helmet. 
Why did the tap run?     Because it saw the kitchen sink. 
 
Congratulations to Elliott Bull (Year 5 Gold), Hugo Firth (Year 4 Gold), Will Gillett (Year 1 Blue), Zac Gillett 
(Year 1 Gold), Ella Bennett (Year 3 Gold), Bailey Park (Year 6 Gold) and Elizabeth Moore (Year 5 Gold), 
who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these students all the best as they enjoy 
this happy occasion and share this special time with their family and friends. 
 
 



From Dean of Students P-12 
 
We were blessed last week to have former Zimbabwean International cricketer, activist and now opera 
singer, Henry Olonga join us for an evening. Henry visited our Cricket Development Squad training, 
before addressing a group of parents and staff. He generously shared his life story and even sang for us. 
When Zimbabwe played its first game of the 2003 Cricket World Cup, Olonga and his team mate Andy 
Flower wore black armbands to mourn the death of democracy under Robert Mugabe. The fast bowler 
paid the price for his principles. Soon after he was forced off the national team and had to go into exile 
after receiving death threats. Henry demonstrated Christian faith and bravery. Bravery is a strength that 
we are seeking to instil in our students here at Scone Grammar School and we believe it is a virtue we 
can all develop. If bravery is one of your strengths, you are a courageous person who does not shrink 
from challenge, difficulty or discomfort. You speak up for what is right even if there is opposition. You act 
on your convictions. The character strength of bravery falls under the virtue category of courage. Where 
does bravery place in your strengths profile? Find out by clicking on this link and completing the VIA 
Signature Strengths Survey.  

 
Our great God encourages us to be brave. He wants us to be brave. More than that, He also shows us 
how we can tap into our source of strength to be brave. God tells us that those who have a relationship 
with Jesus have access to a supernatural strength that helps us to be strong and courageous; His Holy 
Spirit. In 2 Timothy 1:7 God says that He will give those who know and trust His Son, Jesus, a new Spirit 
inside. It says: “For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love 
and self-discipline.” 
 
Some great examples of where I have noticed students exercising their bravery muscles across our whole 
school in this last week have been such things as making speeches where the student felt extremely 
nervous (Primary Public Speaking!) and tackling tough questions in exams (Year 11!). A great point of 
conversation with your young person this week would be to ask about situations where they may have 
exhibited this character strength; providing encouragement to purposely use it again. This will contribute 
to the further growth of resilience.   
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: 2 Timothy 1:7 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us; a great school term of learning.  
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For Year 12 as they continue to study for their 
HSC; For the school building project; For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; 
For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to 
be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.viacharacter.org/survey/account/register
https://www.viacharacter.org/survey/account/register
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+1%3A7&version=NIV
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Class of 2017 – Good Luck! 



From the Head of Secondary 
 
"Ah it's finally here!" Year 10 girl on Monday morning. "What is?" replied her friend. "The last week of 
term!" 
 
And of course they were right; it is the end of a very busy term, but for me this one comes with the 
most excitement. Year 12 have spent the early part of the week saying goodbye to teachers in their 
last classes, some with great cheer, some with sadness and some with trepidation about what is to 
come. They will spend the end of the week at the more formal events, Valedictory and Final Chapel. I 
spoke to them in Chapel on Monday and encouraged them to embrace change as they leave the safe 
haven of school. The Bible verse I spoke about was Deuteronomy 31:6 "Be strong and courageous. 
Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; He 
will never leave you nor forsake you.”  My wish for them as they leave us is to boldly go out into 
the world, embrace the continual change and to put their mark on the world.  
 
It is always interesting to listen to Year 12 at this time of the year as they reminisce about their school 
days, especially those who have been here since Kindergarten. They always talk about which teachers 
they have had, who they liked and why. It may seem strange but they talk about classes they have 
been in, what the teacher did, never what subject or lesson they were learning, but always how the 
teacher made them feel, or made them think. Usually I am party to several of these conversations 
over the week and my message back to students is always to take a lesson from what they are 
saying. It is never our job we are remembered for but our heart and our actions. 
 
So, as they finish their last week of regular school before exams, my two quotes this week are for 
Year 12. I would also like to wish everyone a restful and safe holiday. 
 
Quotes of the week 
 
"If you can dream it, you can do it." Walt Disney 
 
"Do not follow where the path may lead, go instead, where there is no path and leave a 
trail." Ralph Waldo Emerson  
 

 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 

 

It’s so 
much fun at 
The Yellow 
Cottage! 



Curriculum Corner 
 
Recently a number of SGS students sat for their AMEB examinations on Violin, 
Cello and Piano. There have been some outstanding results this year. The 
following students are to be commended for their hard work. 

Violin       Cello 

Mia Turner – A+     Julia Wisniewski – A+ 

Charlotte Chopin – B 

Emily Turner – B 

Lilly Malone—A+ 

Piano 

Nicholas Gallagher – A     Caryss Parry – A  

Claudia Bell – A+      Grace Pratley – A  

Alex Buckley – B+      Georgina Pratley – C+  

Daniel Crowther – A      Emily Turner – A  

Sophie Gillett – A      Clare Wilkinson – A+  

Luisa Wilkinson – A+  

Saxaphone 

Angus Davidson—C 

Max Seale—B 

 

Last weekend 8 SGS students gave up their time on Saturday to go busking at the Jerry’s Plains Fete. It 
was a lovely day and the students all had a wonderful time performing in little groups in amongst the 
Fete’s stalls. Having the music at the Fete was very much appreciated and the students managed to make 
a little bit of money. 

Auditions for our 2018 musical started this week on Tuesday and Wednesday for lead roles. The musical 
chosen is Suessical Jnr which is a fun little production featuring the stories of Dr Seuss and featuring some 
of his famous book characters like The Cat in the Hat and Horton the Elephant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jason Buckley  

Head of Music Faculty. 

“Music expresses that which cannot be said and on which it is impossible to be silent.” Victor 
Hugo 



Year 7 Geography and Questioning Techniques 
 

On Friday afternoon 15 September, Mrs Gallagher and Ms Gibson explored techniques for encouraging 
students to develop their ability to ask questions, think about those questions and then organise how 
they were going to find out the answers to these questions. Questioning is an essential tool for all 
students and the Year 7 Geography class were engaged in the activities surrounding their initial learning 
process, which was to explore the statement ‘Earthquakes are destructive’. This was the first lesson for 
the students on their topic of Earthquakes and they worked collaboratively together to prioritise what 
they would like to know about earthquakes and their destructive nature. They also came up with ideas 
as to what they were going to do in their future learning on this topic. It was a pleasure to work with 
such engaged students.  
 
Ms Gibson 
 

 
 



Year 8 Horticulture Design Project 



Sports News 
 
CIS Primary Athletics 
 
Last week, representatives from our HRIS Primary Athletics team 
travelled to Sydney to compete at the CIS Primary Athletics. Special 
congratulations to Year 4 student, Harry Warner, who placed third 
overall in the 800m which is an amazing achievement. We wish Harry 
all the very best as he represents CIS and prepares to compete at 
PSSA.  
 
 

SGS Netball & Rugby Gala Day 
 
Yesterday SGS hosted our annual SGS Netball & Rugby Gala Day. We had teams playing in the U12’s 
and U14’s Rugby and U14’s and U16’s Netball. All games were played in great spirit and we thank the 
other schools for travelling to Scone for the day. Congratulations to SGS for overall winners for both the 
U12’s & U14’s Rugby and the U16’s Netball, with St Phillips taking out the U14’s Netball competition.  



Save the Dates 
 SGS Twilight Artshow - Friday 13 October ‘17 

 
SGS Family Bowling Night - Friday 27 October ‘17 



 



 



 



 









Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Thursday 21 September 
Rowing Training 
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner 
Friday 22 September 
Year 12 Final Chapel 
Term 3 ends 
 
Saturday 23 September 
Meet the Music 
Wednesday 27 September 
School Council Meeting 
 
Monday 2 October 
Labor Day Long Weekend 
 

Term 4- Monday 9 October to  
Wednesday 6 December 
 
Week 1 (B) 
Monday 9 October 
Tuesday 10 October 
P&F Meeting 
HRIS Junior Secondary Tennis 
Wednesday 11 October 
Thursday 12 October 
Year 7 HPV Vaccinations – 2nd Dose 
Interschools’ Horse Expo – Tamworth to 16  
October 
Friday 13 October 
Open Day – 10.30am – 12.30pm 
HRIS Primary Tennis 
HRIS Secondary Golf 
SGS Art Show 
Week 2 (A) 
Monday 16 October 
HSC Commences  
Tuesday 17 October 
Year 8 Geography to Wetlands 
Wednesday 18 October 
Founders’ Day 
CIS Primary Boys' Cricket Trials & 19th 
Year 6 Digi-Ed & 19th 
Thursday 19 October 
Foundation Meeting 
CIS Primary Boys' Cricket Trials 
Year 6 Digi-Ed 
Friday 20 October 
HRIS Primary Chess 

Canteen Roster    

 
Thursday 21 September 

Fiona Bailey    XXXX 

Friday 22 September 
Jenny Crackett, Sue Goodhew 
 

XXXX   Helper Needed Please 
 
 

Term 4 -  Monday 9 October to 
Wednesday 6 December 
 
 
Week 1 (B) 
Monday 9 October 
Jenny Crackett, Sinead Scott 
Tuesday 10 October 
Fiona Bailey, Helen Smith 
Wednesday 11 October 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 12 October 
Fiona Bailey, Pip Baker 
Friday 13 October 
Jenny Crackett, Kirrily Adams 
 
Week 2 (A) 
Monday 16 October 
Jenny Crackett, Amelia Wilkinson 
Tuesday 17 October 

Fiona Bailey    XXXX 

Wednesday 18 October 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 19 October 
Fiona Bailey, Emma Sharpe 
Friday 20 October 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day 
 
 


