
Thursday 19 October, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We have certainly had some special celebrations to commence the 
term. The ‘Unfamiliar Exploration’ Art Show was fantastic. The 
evening had a very positive feel in the new format and the quality of 
the works, performances and food were a delight for all who 
attended. Our special guest artist, Sarah Bishop, shared some words 
of great inspiration for budding artists as she enlightened us all on 
her journey as an artist. Thank you to the Art Show Committee, led 
by Mrs Felicity Saunders, on a successful event. 
 
We also celebrated our 28th Founders’ Day on Wednesday with a 
whole school Chapel Service in the STLC. The Yellow Cottage through 
to Year 11 were all together in the space remembering the Founders, 
the significance of our Christian Foundation and being encouraged to 
continue to develop each member of the School Community to their 
full capacity. It was a pleasure to have Rev Chris and Mrs Jeanette 
Bullock as our guests for the Service. I was also delighted to 

announce to the School as part of the Founders Day Service, the School Leaders for 2018. 
Congratulations to Anna Atkinson and Tristan Taylor, 2018 School Captains, and to our Chapel 
Prefects Lucy Sadler and Gilbert O’Brien. The remaining Leadership Team, including the Secondary 
House Leaders and Primary Leaders, will be announced shortly. 
 
Year 12 students have commenced their HSC Examinations and have been giving positive 
feedback from these so far. Please continue to pray for them. 
 
We are all looking forward to the start of work for the new Primary playground landscaping. These 
works will commence next week and will disrupt the space for approximately 6 weeks. I would like 
to thank the P & F for the hard work and the amazing fundraising over the recent years in order to 
enable this very special project to go ahead. It will make a very big impact on the playground 
space. I would also like to thank the Foundation for their assistance with financing an element of 
the works. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
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Primary News from Mr Saunders 
 
In our first week back at school I indicated how frantic Term 4 really is. This week I want to outline a few 
of the upcoming events for our students (and staff). The reason behind this is it provides a snapshot of 
the diverse range of activities on offer at Scone Grammar School and also some of the reasons behind 
our taking part. 
 
HRIS Chess Gala Day: This Friday Scone Grammar are sending two chess teams down to Avondale 
School where they will be competing in the HRIS Chess Competition with close to 200 other students 
from other HRIS schools. We look forward to hearing how our Teams perform, given that they are 
provided weekly opportunities by Mr Holden to fine tune their skills. We wish both Teams well. 
 
IPSHA Debating Gala Day:  Next Monday, Mrs Kelly will be taking two Primary Debating Teams down 
to Abbotsleigh to take part in the IPSHA Debating Gala Day. Our Debating Teams have enjoyed much 
success already this year and this is another chance for them to shine on the big stage. I would like to 
extend a special thank you to Mrs Kelly who puts in a great deal of time and effort to ensure our teams 
are prepared and ready to argue! 
 
Transition Day: Next Monday, we will have a number of students spending a day at Scone Grammar 
School who will be joining us in 2018. It is important to note that it is not for students that will be new in 
Year 7 in 2018. The Transition Day will provide these students with a chance to meet their new peers and 
get a feel for our school. I know our current students will be warm and welcoming to our visitors. 
Kindergarten Transition visits are taking place from the 23  to 26 October and we are really looking 
forward to seeing the little smiling faces for what will be nice taste of ‘Big School’. 
 
Black Coal Cup Day: Next Tuesday, four staff members (Mrs Hollis, Mr Croucher, Mr Holden and 
myself) will take part in the Black Coal Cup Golf Fundraiser. This event raises much needed funds for the 
Rescue Helicopter and, being a rural school, holds a place close to our hearts. Scone Grammar has been 
supporting the Black Coal Cup for a number of years now (including this Friday’s Out of Uniform Day) and 
we have raised over $40,000 over the years. This is also a small reminder of the wonderful work our SRC 
put into raising funds for a number of wonderful causes each year. 
 
Cricket v Calrossy: Next Tuesday our Primary First XI Cricket Team will be hosting 
Calrossy for a 30 over a side match at the Bill Rose Sporting Complex. Rev Nate and 
his coaching staff have assembled a strong team who have trained the house down 
with their preparation. There has been plenty of time put into the establishment of a 
School Cricket Development Programme, and this is really the first chance to see it 
put into practice. A sense of professionalism has been added with our team 
receiving their very own ‘Baggy Blue’ which is, no doubt, something that will be 
treasured for years to come. We wish the team all the best. 
 
Swim and Survive: In Weeks 5 and 6 of this term ALL Primary students will take 
part in our Swim and Survive Programme. It is an important programme that teaches and promotes water 
safety in everyday, real life situations. Students are grouped accordingly based on their swimming ability. 
Students who are new to SGS this year will be assessed in the coming weeks and will then be placed in 
the appropriate group. A big thank you to Mrs Clifton and Mr Holden for their organisation of this 
important activity. 
 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
(with further gratitude to the Shearman family!) 
Can February March? No, but April May! 
What’s the worst thing about Ancient History classes?  The teachers often tend to Babylon! 
When my wife told me to stop impersonating a flamingo, I had to put my foot down! 
 
Congratulations to Luke McMahon (Year 2 Blue), Grace Saunders (Year 6 Gold), Amelia Frampton (Year 2 
Gold), and Jackson Burke (Year 5 Blue), who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of 
these students all the best as they enjoy this happy occasion and share this special time with their family 
and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
FOR PARENTS! 
Scone Grammar School has engaged Brisbane-based company ‘Eyes Open Social Media’ to present a 
Parent Information Session, on the important topic of social media awareness and cyber safety.  
 

 
 
As a parent, you want to make sure your child is safe when they are engaged in online activities. Eyes 
Open Social Media understands that social networking is not limited to Instagram, Snapchat and 
Musical.ly. It is also happening while our children are playing online games.  
 
It can be challenging for a parent, and as teachers, to keep up with ever-changing technology and your 
child may be more internet savvy than you. Even so, they may not be aware of the dangers and possible 
risks involved with networking online and what easy precautions they can take to limit the risks.  
 
A Parent Information Session is planned for Monday 6th November from 6pm.  
 
This Presentation features current examples from social media, found with public information on social 
networking sites, and is designed to assist parents to understand:  
• the dangers associated with children’s unmonitored use of social networking sites;  
• how your profile, as a parent, could be endangering your child; and  
• simple steps you can take to help protect your child.  
 
Secondary students will also be receiving a presentation in class during the day. 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Matthew 7:24 
Give thanks for: God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way 
to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us; Gods hand upon Year 12 
as they sit HSC Exams  
Pray for: For the school building project; For families and students who are ill or struggling at the 
moment: Year 6 and Year 12 students; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer requests 
can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not published in 
newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  
 
 

  

 
 

http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/Matthew+7%3A24/
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
I have had the absolute pleasure this week of talking to the group of Year 11 students who had put 
themselves up as candidates for leadership positions at school. These students will do us all proud as 
leaders, with or without a badge. It was delightful to hear them reflect on their strengths and weaknesses 
and their ideas about what they want to achieve. We are going into 2018 with a group of students that 
have high ambitions, strong morals and a passion for a range of things. This week has shown them to be 
highly capable leaders. 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Art Show last Friday. The evening had a great atmosphere. 
The artwork was, as always, extremely good and I am constantly in awe of any student with an artistic 
talent which I don’t possess. The students who performed to entertain us, while we ate the scrumptious 
food Grammar Grind had prepared, also deserve our thanks and congratulations.  
 
Examinations for Year 7-10 start in Week 4; all students should be working on revision for these at this 
time. 
 
Founders’ Day Chapel Service on Wednesday was a wonderful celebration for the whole school. It is  
lovely to see P to Year 11 all gathered in one space for such a special occasion. 
 
Year 12 started the HSC this week and so far they have been very happy with the papers. Please 
continue to keep them in your prayers. 
 
Have a great week. 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 

Quotes of the week: 

"A leader is one who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the way." John Maxwell 

 

"The quality of a leader cannot be judged by the answers he gives, but by the questions he asks." 

Simon Sinek 

 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

We are very excited at The Yellow Cottage that we have almost completed our KidsMatter Audit and 
Training. As a staff we decided we wanted to place mental health and wellbeing at the core of 
everything we do at our preschool. Positive Education at The Yellow Cottage needs to be  much more 
than content or an isolated subject. It needs to surround and influence everything in our environment. 
It must influence our practices, our culture, our resources, our philosophies, our intentions and our 
programmes. It needs to become the heart and soul of The Yellow Cottage. Creating an environment 
that immerses the children in best teaching practices and positive psychology practices will enable us 
to wrap the children we teach in a flourishing environment with their wellbeing at the core of this. 
 
Character education is an important component of Positive Education. It strives to build, in each child, 
a positive sense of self as the basic core of positive mental health and motivation for learning. During 
activities or routines, all interactions affecting the behaviour, thoughts, feelings and actions that occur 
between each child and the important adults in their life can be seen as opportunities to build positive 
character. We are just beginning this journey but staff at The Yellow Cottage have embraced 
character strength development into their intentional teaching and made sure character development 
is part of our every day learning environments.  
 
Research has demonstrated that in the early years, positive relationships built on trust between 
children and responsive adults are the key to building positive character development. Additionally, 
adults, who model positive behaviours, set examples that teach children, through basic language and 
actions, the core characteristics of such concepts as cooperation, courtesy, diligence, empathy, 
forgiveness, generosity, helpfulness, honesty, hope, justice, kindness, loyalty, patience, perseverance, 
respect, responsibility, self-awareness, self-discipline, and tolerance. The concepts of love, trust and 
friendship are central to character development and are internalized through these early relationships.  



SGS Artshow 2017 -’Unfamiliar Explorations’ 
 
 



Curriculum Corner 
 
Author and Illustrator Visit  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are excited to be welcoming the well-known illustrator, Frané Lessac, and children’s author, Mark 
Greenwood to our school on Thursday and Friday, 26 and 27 October.  A husband and wife team, they 
have collaborated to produce many outstanding and award winning picture books.  One of the most 
recent, ‘Midnight - the story of a light horse,’ is based on the true story of Guy Haydon and his mare, 
Midnight, who was born and bred in the Upper Hunter on the property Bloomfield and took part in the 
famous charge at Beersheba, which is having its 100th anniversary this year.  Some of you may remember 
this book being launched at our School Fete in 2014.  Mark has a passion for Australian history and folklore 
so his books explore historical figures and events in a way that is both informative and 
engaging for children.   
 
Mark and Frané won the Western Australian Premier’s Award for Children’s Books with 
‘The Legend of Moondyne Joe’.  ‘Simpson and His Donkey’ was Honour Book in 2009 at 
the Children’s Book Council of Australia Awards.  ‘Ned Kelly and the Green Sash’ was the 
winner of the 2011 Hoffman Award (WAYRBAs).  In addition, Mark’s book, ‘Jandamarra,’ 
was short-listed for the Speech Pathology Australia Book of the Year Awards in 2013 
and The Legend of Lasseter’s Reef won the WA Premier’s Award for Children’s Books. 

 
Frané has published over 40 books for children. Her preferred 
medium is oil and gouache and she takes her inspiration for her 
artwork from travel and the world’s natural beauty.  In 2010, she received the 
Muriel Barwell Award for Distinguished Service to Children’s Literature. Frané has 
been appointed State Ambassador for National Year of Reading and is presently an 
Ambassador for Room to Read and Books in Homes. Frané will be presenting to 
Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 students in the MPR at 1.30pm on Thursday, 26 
October.  Mark will be ‘breathing life into legends’ with our Years 3-6 students on 
Friday, 27 October. 
 

 
Louise Broomfield 
Librarian 
lbroomfield@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Rowing News October 2017 
 
Well it has been very exciting on the regatta front. After a fantastic training session on what was the 
best water we have had for months during the holidays, we entered into our second regatta for the 
season. The Newcastle University Regatta was again held at Berry Park, Morpeth on Sunday 8 October. 
HVGS continues to be very supportive of our rowing programme and our students were able to row with 
students from their school to help us to make up crews.  
 
Tim Caslick rowed with two different boys in two doubles events. It was the first time Tim had raced in a 
double and he adapted very well to the challenge. He has also had the pleasure of racing in some good 
quality boats and experiencing different routines from the different coaching systems and is gaining in 
confidence with every row. 
 
The girls – Alby O’Regan, Aurora Manwarring and Holly McDonald teamed up with a young rower named 
Adelaide from HVGS in both the Under 15 and Under 16 coxed quad events. The girls really are 
improving with each race they take on and Adelaide was a delight to row with. In the other quad race I 
was able to row with the girls. This event was a graded not an age race so it was a good opportunity for 
the girls to race with an experienced rower. I had been able to borrow one of the top racing quads from 
the Lake Macquarie Club which was also to give the girls a taste of racing in a top line racer. Well what a 
race it was! There were 5 crews in the race. We were in lane 3 in the centre of the river. We got a great 
start and from there took it home. We ended up winning the race by 1 second! How exciting! The girls 
won their first medal and have learned some very important racing lessons.  
 
We are all looking forward to the next regattas which will be held at the end of this month. Meantime 
our learn to row begins again during our normal sports programme. 
 
Chris Brennan 
Rowing Coordinator 

 

 



Save the Date……...Thursday 30 November, 2017 

 
Sport, Music and Special Photos 
 
The sport, music and special photos have arrived.  Please feel free to come & have a look at the photos, 
located in the Library.   
 
These photo can also be viewed & ordered online at:  
 
www.theschoolphotographer.com.au 
 
School Online Code: 17S396VT35SG 
 
If you wish to order please either: 
 
Visit the School Photographer website (above) and order/pay online. 

 
Pick up an order envelopes from the Library Front Desk.  Fill out/enclose payment and return to School 
by the 25 October 2017. 

 
 
The School Photographer is aware that students may have been in a number of photos and as a result 
of this have offered a discount for multiple photos. 
 
The photos are $16.00 each, 2 for $30.00, 3 for $42.00, 4 for $52.00 or 5 for $60.00.  Any addi-
tional orders are $10.00 each.  This discount is only available per family order.   
 
*Please note if payments are not received before photos are sent to the school, a late fee of 
$5 will be incurred* 
 

http://www.theschoolphotographer.com.au


Announcing our 2018 Musical Production……. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
A person's a person, no matter how small. 

 
 
It is very exciting to announce the cast of the 2018 SGS Musical ‘Seussical JR.’ 
 
Over 40 students auditioned for solo roles which made the job of choosing the cast a hard one. The 
main cast are listed below . 
 
HORTON:    Hamish Guiana (Understudy: Daniel O’Regan) 
CAT IN THE HAT:  Holly McDonald 
GERTRUDE McFUZZ: Hannah Gatwood (Understudy: Brigette Kelly) 
LAZY MAYZIE:   Hayley Cook 
JOJO:    Ted Saunders (Understudy: Clare Wilkinson) 
SOUR KANGAROO: Grace Saunders 
MR & MRS MAYOR: Chester Hall and Tegan Ferries 
 
Dr. Seuss’ characters, including Horton the Elephant, The Cat in the Hat, Gertrude McFuzz, Lazy 
Mayzie, Sour Kangaroo and a little boy with a big imagination – Jojo, come together in the Musical 
spectacular. Colourful characters transport us from the Jungle of Nool to the Circus McGurkus to the 
invisible world of the Whos.  
 
The Cat in the Hat tells the story of Horton, an elephant who discovers a speck of dust that contains 
the Whos, including Jojo, a Who child sent off to military school for thinking too many "thinks". 
Horton faces a double challenge: not only must he protect the Whos from a world of naysayers and 
dangers, but he must guard an abandoned egg, left in his care by the irresponsible Mayzie the Bird.  
Although Horton faces ridicule, danger, kidnapping and a trial, the intrepid Gertrude McFuzz never 
loses faith in him. Ultimately, the powers of friendship, loyalty, family and community are 
challenged and emerge triumphant. 
 
Mrs Saunders 
Director 
 
 



Term 4 After School Academic Programme 
 



Term 4 After School Academic Programme 
 

 



 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 

Canteen Roster    

 
 
Term 4— Monday, 9 October to  
Wednesday, 6 December 
 
Week 2 (A) 
Fiona Bailey, Emma Sharpe 
Friday 20 October 
Fiona Bailey, Erryn Day 
 
Week 3 (B) 
Monday 23 October 

Jenny Crackett,     XXXX 
Tuesday 24 October 

Fiona Bailey    XXXX 
Wednesday 25 October 
Fiona Bailey, Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 26 October 
Jenny Crackett, Lynda MacCallum 
Friday 27 October 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Carrington 
 
Week 4 (A) 
Monday 30 October 
Jenny Crackett, Amanda Paradice 
Tuesday 31 October 

Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Wednesday 1 November 
Fiona Bailey, Pip Bishop 
Thursday 2 November 
Fiona Bailey, Mandy Kennedy 
Friday 3 November 
Jenny Crackett, Di Gillett 
 

XXXX   Helper Needed Please 
 

 
 
 
 
Term 4 – Monday 9 October to  
Wednesday 6 December 
 
Week 2 (A) 
Thursday 19 October 
Foundation Meeting 
CIS Primary Boys' Cricket Trials 
Year 6 Digi-Ed 
HRIS Softball Secondary 
Friday 20 October 
HRIS Primary Chess Gala 
Out of Uniform Day – Secondary and Prima-
ryTheme:  red and yellow for Westpac Rescue Heli-
copter 
 
Week 3 (B) 
Monday 23 October 
Transition Day 
IPSHA Debating Gala Day 
RYCAGS Camp to 27 October 
Kinder 2018 Transitioning Visits 
School Council Meeting 
Tuesday 24 October 
SGS-v-Calrossy Cricket Primary 
HRIS Junior Touch Gala Secondary 
Black Coal Cup 
K-2 Athletics Fun Day TBC 
Kinder 2018 Transitioning Visits 
Wednesday 25 October 
Kinder 2018 Transitioning Visits 
Thursday 26 October 
Year 7 2018 Orientation 
Kinder 2018 Transitioning Visits 
HRIS Burn Bright Leadership Programme at  
Avondale College 
Friday 27 October 
Beef Bonanza 2017 to Sunday, 29 October at 
White Park 
HRIS Heads of Secondary Schools Meeting at SGS 
HRIS PHG Meeting at SGS 
K-1 Athletics’ Fun Day 
 
Week 4 (A) 
Monday 30 October 
Years 7 – 10 Exams to Friday, 3 November 
Tuesday 31 October 
Beersheba Centenary Service, Muswellbrook 
Years 7 – 10 Exams to Friday, 3 November 
Wednesday 1 November 
Years 7 – 10 Exams to Friday, 3 November 
2017 NASC Schools’ Celebration Day – Year 7 
Thursday 2 November 
Years 7 – 10 Exams to Friday, 3 November 
Meet The Music 
Friday 3 November 
Years 7 – 10 Exams to Friday, 3 November 

Scone Films Presents  
The romantic comedy, The Big Sick (rated M) 
starring Ray Romano from “Everyone Loves 
Raymond”. 
 
Don’t be put off by the title!  This is a very funny 
and heartfelt cross-cultural courtship in New York. 
It has been given a rating 98% by Rotten Tomatoes.   
It will screen at 7.30pm, Friday20 October at the 
pop up cinema at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, Oxford 
Road, Scone. 
 
Tickets are $12 and can be purchased in advance at 
Hunt-a-Book, Scone. 
Running time is 2 hours.  Everyone is welcome.  For 
further details go to www.sconefilms.org.au or 
www.facebook.com/sconefilms  

http://www.sconefilms.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/sconefilms

