
Thursday 26 October, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
 
This week we held the Year 7 Orientation Day for those students who 
will commence Year 7 in 2018 at SGS. This was a very positive day of 
introduction to the routines of a secondary day, some class 
experiences and meeting those who will look after the students and 
peers. Using the STLC upstairs section gave students and families a 
sense of the flexibility of the building and the great learning space that 
it is. Students appeared comfortable and growing in confidence in the 
secondary surroundings as well as mixing well with their peers and the 
older Year 10 buddies.  
The day was a wonderful preparation for 2018 for these students. 
 
 

This week we have also had student successes to celebrate. The Primary debating teams 
participated in the IPSHA Debating gala day with the Year 6 team winning their debate. The 
Cricket Development Team were victors over Calrossy in the Cricket and the Junior Secondary 
Boys won the HRIS Touch Gala Day, demonstrating excellent touch football skills and teamwork. 
 
I hope you are all reflecting as learners this term, with our Grammar Minds focus area. As we 
reflect we get to take knowledge and skills forward and think through what went well in an activity 
or lesson, and what didn’t. What a great learning skill to have in our toolkit. 
 
Have a wonderful week! 
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 
 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
It really is wonderful being back at School this week after two weeks away and, as always, very exciting to 
share in the energy and enthusiasm of the Primary students and their teachers, as they have participated 
together in their different classroom learning opportunities and many varied co-curricular activities. 
 
I do want to particularly thank our Principal, Mr Smart, and the School for their 
support of the IPSHA Study Trip I was involved in, which was just so enriching 
on so many levels. I visited a number of different U.S. independent schools, 
attended a valuable retreat with U.S. Elementary School Heads, and was able to 
connect with a range of different educators to share ideas, look at policies and 
practices, and consider much of what we do here, from a completely different 
perspective.  It’s certainly given me much to reflect on and chew over ... 
including a clear reminder, (given a number of times) that while Scone may be 
the ‘Horse Capital of Australia’, Lexington, Kentucky is really the ‘Horse Capital 
of the World’! 
 
Mr Saunders has done an excellent job as Acting Head of Primary in my absence and I would like to publically 
acknowledge and sincerely thank him for this.  I appreciate his diligence and care in these times very much, 
always ensuring that school life and student learning for Primary students and staff, moves ahead effectively. 
 
The fence is up!  The buzz of excitement was intense on Wednesday as the protective fencing 
went up to allow the work on the Primary playground redevelopment to commence.  While this will mean 
some short term adjustments for the students in their playground use and playground activity, our anticipation 
of what is coming, ensures any inconvenience fades quickly into the background.  Primary staff have plans for 
the students over this time and, with Swim and Survive occurring in Weeks 5 and 6, overall impact for the 
students will be minimal.  Again, on behalf of the Primary students and staff, our heartfelt thanks goes to the 
P&F for this amazing initiative and investment.  We look forward to following construction progress through to 
completion. 
 
Congratulations to our Primary Debaters who participated in the IPSHA Debating Gala Day on Monday at 
Abbotsleigh.  Our Year 5/6 team (Daniel Crowther, Destiny Wilton, Alexis Walsh and Harry Goodhew) were 
successful against a Year 6 team from St Pius X, while our Year 5 team (Hannah Glenn, Max Patterson, Sofia 
Edlington and Braeden Wallace) lost narrowly to a strong Year 6 team from Roseville College.  Mrs Kelly has 
done an amazing job building the skills, confidence and teamwork of our debating students, who certainly 
showed they are more than able to hold their own in wider and higher levels of competition.  Thank you Mrs 
Kelly, and well done students! 
 
As a fitting prelude to the upcoming Ashes series, our Primary Cricketers played Calrossy on Tuesday at the 
Scone Complex.  Once again, congratulations to the boys on their excellent skills, outstanding behaviour and 
sportsmanship, and the wonderful way they represented SGS.  Sent in to bat, the team scored 9-119 off their 
30 overs, with Man of the Match, Max Patterson, scoring an unbeaten 47 n.o. The SGS team then dismissed 
Calrossy for 63, off 28 overs, for a good win, but in an even better game.  Thank you Rev Nate for all that you 
have been doing with the Cricket Development Programme, and for the character skills as well as the cricket 
skills you are so obviously developing.  This is an amazing opportunity for these boys. 
 
We are looking forward to the K-1 Athletics Fun Day on Friday and to sharing with our younger students the 
joys and excitement of participation and fun in sport.  Do come along if you can to the Scone Sports Complex, 
starting at 9:00am, after Primary Morning Assembly. 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
How did Pinocchio go in his School Athletics Carnival?  He won the sprint by a nose. 
How do you start a jelly race?  Get set! 
Recently I saw two young cows chasing a soccer ball around the paddock.  It looked like a game of two 
calves! 
 
Congratulations to Cooper Clark (Year 3 Blue), Tayla Badenhorst (Year 1 Gold), Lanni Ryan (Year 5 Gold), 
Georgia Henry (Kindergarten Blue), Allyson Irwin (Year 4 Blue) and Rigby Smith (Year 2 Blue), who are all 
celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these students all the best as they enjoy this happy 
occasion and share this special time with their family and friends. 
 
 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 

FOR PARENTS! 
 

Scone Grammar School has engaged Brisbane-based company ‘Eyes Open Social Media’ to present a 
Parent Information Session, on the important topic of social media awareness and cyber safety.  
 

 
 
As a parent, you want to make sure your child is safe when they are engaged in online activities. Eyes 
Open Social Media understands that social networking is not limited to Instagram, Snapchat and 
Musical.ly. It is also happening while our children are playing online games.  
 
It can be challenging for a parent, and as teachers, to keep up with ever-changing technology and your 
child may be more internet savvy than you. Even so, they may not be aware of the dangers and possible 
risks involved with networking online and what easy precautions they could take to limit the risks.  
 
A Parent Information Session is planned for Monday 6th November from 6pm.  
 
This presentation features current examples from social media, found with public information on social 
networking sites, and is designed to assist parents to understand:  
• the dangers associated with children’s unmonitored use of social networking sites;  
• how your profile, as a parent, could be endangering your child; and  
• simple steps you can take to help protect your child.  
 
Secondary students will also be receiving a presentation in class during the day. 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Matthew 7:24 
Give thanks for: God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way 
to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us; Gods hand upon Year 12 
as they sit HSC Exams  
Pray for: For the school building project; For families and students who are ill or struggling at the 
moment: Year 6 and Year 12 students; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer requests 
can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not published in 
newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  
 
 

  

http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/Matthew+7%3A24/
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
 
We have been talking a lot lately, in staff meetings and classrooms, about learning. PAS groups have 
been looking at study skills with exams coming up and the staff have spent time with a consultant from 
the AIS to look at our NAPLAN data to help inform our teaching. However, the most interesting 
conversation I have had this week was with some seniors about learning. 
 
Students were surprised that I love learning and not just teaching. I was telling students about how I 
enjoy learning new skills and about new topics and they were surprised.  As one put it, "Why would 
someone your age bother to try something new; aren't you comfortable with what you know already? 
What if you get it wrong?" Happily I have told them about the new skill I learned on Tuesday night this 
week. Our school has a team entered in the Scone Business House Bowls’ Competition and on Tuesday 
night under the leadership of Mr Croucher and Mr Saunders I took to the bowling green for the very first 
time. I can't report that I was great at bowls, but I didn't give up and I am looking forward to going back 
to see if I can improve. This may be a very simple story but I know it encouraged a few students to give 
some new things a go, so I would like to encourage everyone to try something new regularly and to 
share the stories with others, as it may encourage them also. 
 
I would also like to congratulate the Junior Boys Touch Football Team on a stunning victory at the HRIS 
Touch Gala Day on Tuesday. Great effort, boys! 
 
Mr Croucher, Mr Saunders and Mr Holden joined me on Tuesday at the Black Coal Cup. While we played 
well, the most important thing is the fund raising and it fills me with pride to say our students have over 
17 years raised between $45 000 and $50 000 with a $2000 donation this year. Congratulations all! 
 
 
Quote of the week 
"The only skill that will be important in the 21st century is the skill of learning new skills. 
Everything else will become obsolete over time." -Peter Drucker 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

This term in Grammar Minds we are looking closely at the learning disposition “Reflectiveness”. At The 
Yellow Cottage we place a large focus on developing children who have a keen sense of agency. This 
is important as we include them in every aspect of the learning journey. What does this mean and 
how does it relate to “Reflectiveness”?  When a child has a sense of agency, they are able to make 
choices and decisions to influence events, and to have an impact on their world (EYLF, p. 45). Having 
a sense of agency is closely linked to the key concepts of being, belonging, and becoming, and to 
developing a strong sense of identity. 
 
At The Yellow Cottage children are encouraged to make meaningful decisions and choices about 
things which affect them. They begin to see themselves as rich, competent, capable learners, as 
valuable and valued citizens within our preschool and within the community. In essence, developing a 
sense of agency in children means providing opportunities for children to make choices in their day to 
day environment, recognising and cultivating learning dispositions (such as curiosity and imagination) 
that support children to make autonomous choices, and supporting opportunities in the curriculum for 
inquiry, experimentation and investigation.  
 

 
 
 

Important Dates for Term 4 at TYC 
 Tuesday 28 November -  End of Year celebration starting at 5.30pm under SGS Marquee 

 Thursday 30 November - SGS Homegrown Handmade Markets 

 Monday 4 December - SGS Carol Night  



Curriculum Corner 
 
Primary IPSHA Debating 
On Monday, October 23, two Primary teams travelled to Abbotsleigh Junior School to compete in the 
IPSHA Debating Gala Day.   
 
The first team of Daniel Crowther, Destiny Wilton, Alexis Walsh and Harry Goodhew, debated the 
Affirmative side of, ‘Parents should be punished if their children commit a crime’, with terrific confidence 
and great arguments. They won the debate.  
 
The topic of the second debate was, ‘All Australian school children should learn an Asian language’. 
Tackling the Negative side of this were Hannah Glenn, Max Patterson, Sofia Edlington and Braeden 
Wallace.  Against an older side, the team were narrowly defeated and surprised the Adjudicator when they 
told him they were only in Year 5!  
 
Everyone had an enjoyable day and we came away with some great tips and advice on areas we can work 
on.  We would like to thank Mrs. Kelly for making this day possible and Mr. Tess for getting up super early 
to drive us down. 
 
Destiny Wilton 
Year 6 Student 



Sport News 
 
HRIS 15’s Touch Football 
WINNERS ARE GRINNERS!!! 
 
On Tuesday 24 October the Juniors Boys and Girls Touch Football Teams travelled to Nelson Bay to 
compete in the HRIS Touch Football Gala Day.  
 
The Boys team consisted of Clancy Moore, Darcy Moore, Alex Buckley, Wyatt Smith, Jack Faulkner, Nick 
Atkins, Chris Henderson, Jacob McDonald, Tyler Kelly and Ryan Clerke. The team won all three pool 
games 14-1, 4-0 and 8-2. Leading into the finals, the boys beat Macquarie College 7-2. The team then 
moved to the semi-finals beating Central Coast 4-2, to then advance to the Grand Final against 
Avondale. The team demonstrated a courageous effort coming from behind to win 4-3. Congratulations 
to all the boys on a fantastic day. The skill, sportsmanship and talent of all these boys should be highly 
commended.  
 
The Girls team consisted of Charlotte Heaton, Erin Nichols, Charlotte Kelly, Harriette Firth, Sophie Bell, 
Heidi Edlington, Ably O’Regan, Kristen Martin, Laura Smith, Abbey Smith, Pip Watson, Tommy Studdy. 
The girls played 6 games throughout the day winning their first and last game. The skill learnt 
throughout the day and their tireless effort is to be congratulated.  
 
What an outstanding effort!! 
 
Miss Day and Mr Noble 
 
 

Sport, Music and Special Photos 
 
The sport, music and special photos have arrived.  Please feel free to come & have a look at the photos, 
located in the Library.   
 
These photo can also be viewed & ordered online at:  
 
   www.theschoolphotographer.com.au 
 
   School Online Code: 17S396VT35SG 
 
   If you wish to order please: 
 
   Visit the School Photographer website (above) and order/pay online. 

 
   Orders close by 25 October 2017. 

 
 
The School Photographer is aware that students may have been in a number of photos and as a result 
of this have offered a discount for multiple photos. 
 
The photos are $16.00 each, 2 for $30.00, 3 for $42.00, 4 for $52.00 or 5 for $60.00.  Any 
additional orders are $10.00 each.  This discount is only available per family order.   
 
*Please note if payments are not received before photos are sent to the school, a late fee of 
$5 will be incurred* 
 

http://www.theschoolphotographer.com.au


Horse Sports 
 
Calrossy Primary & Secondary Interschool Horse 
Sports Day—Friday 10 November 
 
Any entries to this event need to be returned to Michelle Singleton/Janny Payne in Student Services by 
Wednesday, 1 November so we can submit the School Form to Calrossy. 
 
For Primary students, please note the 10 November  does clash with our Swim and Survive Programme, 
so you will need to consider the impact on missing a day of swimming if you intend to participate in the 
Horse Sports Day.  
 

  
‘Unfamiliar Exploration’ Artshow Artworks 
Paid for and unpaid artworks can be collected from the Primary Office.  Unpaid artworks require a 
payment of $10.00. 
 

 
 
Save the Date - 30 November 2017—Twilight Markets 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



Community Notices & News 
 
 

For Your Diary 
 
Term 4  Monday, 9 October to 
Wednesday, 6 December 
 
 
Week 3 (B) 
Thursday 26 October 
Year 7 2018 Orientation Day 
Kinder 2018 Transitioning Visits 
HRIS Burn Bright Leadership Programme at 
Avondale College 
Friday 27 October 
Beef Bonanza 2017 to Sunday, 29 October at White 
Park 
HRIS Heads of Secondary Schools Meeting at SGS 
HRIS PHG Meeting at SGS 
K-1 Athletics’ Fun Day 
 
Week 4 (A) 
Monday 30 October 
Years 7 – 10 Exams to Friday, 3 November 
Tuesday 31 October 
Beersheba Centenary Service, Muswellbrook 
Years 7 – 10 Exams to Friday, 3 November 
Wednesday 1 November 
Years 7 – 10 Exams to Friday, 3 November 
2017 NASC Schools’ Celebration Day – Year 7 
Thursday 2 November 
Years 7 – 10 Exams to Friday, 3 November 
Meet the Music 
Friday 3 November 
Years 7 – 10 Exams to Friday, 3 November 
HRIS Open Touch Gala 
 
Week 5 (B) 
Monday 6 November 
Swim & Survive – Primary to 17 November 
Cyber Safety Workshops (Online Safety Programme) 
Tuesday 7 November 
Year 11 GRIP Leadership Conference, Tamworth 
Swim & Survive – Primary to 17 November 
Wednesday 8 November 
Year 10 Youth Mental Health First Aid Course 
HRIS Primary Touch Gala- Salamanda Bay 
Secondary School Social 
Swim & Survive – Primary to 17 November 
Thursday 9 November 
IPSHA Public Speaking Day – 3 students from Year 6 
Year 10 Youth Mental Health First Aid Course 
Friday 10 November 
Year 10 Youth Mental Health First Aid Course 
Swim & Survive – Primary to 17 November 
 

 
 

Canteen Roster    

 

Term 4 Monday, 9 October to 
Wednesday, 6 December 
 
 
 
Week 3 (B) 
Thursday 26 October 
Jenny Crackett, Lynda MacCallum 
Friday 27 October 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Carrington 
 
Week 4 (A) 
Monday 30 October 
Jenny Crackett, Amanda Paradice 
Tuesday 31 October 

Jenny Crackett   XXXX 
Wednesday 1 November 
Fiona Bailey, Pip Bishop 
Thursday 2 November 
Fiona Bailey, Mandy Kennedy 
Friday 3 November 
Jenny Crackett, Di Gillett 
 
Week 5 (B) 
Monday 6 November 
Jenny Crackett, Sue Goodhew 
Tuesday 7 November 

Fiona Bailey   XXXX 
Wednesday 8 November 
Fiona Bailey, Sinead Scott 
Thursday 9 November 
Jenny Crackett, Charlotte Parry-Okden 
Friday 10 November 
Jenny Crackett, Georgie Ryan 
 
 
XXXX   Helper Needed Please 
 


