
Thursday  16 November, 2017  

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
It is fabulous to see students performing on stage with confidence and 
skill. Year 5 Drama Night was a great success with the students 
demonstrating energy and enjoyment on stage and entertaining the 
large audience. What a wonderful opportunity for these students, 
setting them up for more productions in the future. 
 
Year 9 and 10 Commerce held a successful Market Day this week with 
a variety of meals and treats on sale. This shared lunchtime activity is 
a major learning environment for the Commerce students as they deal 
with the real world problems of marketing, selling and seeking a profit. 
Thanks to all those who supported the stalls and helped in the 
learning. 
 

Year 7 to 10 go on camp next week from Tuesday morning. The camps involve bush activities, 
surfing, and the city experience. All of these encourage a growing independence and ask students 
to move beyond their comfort zones. We wish all students and staff a safe and enjoyable week. 
 
As we race to the end of the year please join with me encouraging the students of SGS to finish 
well and make the most of the learning opportunities they have before them. 
 
I hope that you will all participate in the end-of-year celebrations and focus on the achievements 
made by all members of our wonderful community. 
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 

 
 Important Dates for Year End 

 Homegrown and Handmade Markets Thursday 30 November 
 

 Year 6 End of Year Celebration Friday 1 December 
 

 The Yellow Cottage End of Year Celebration Tuesday 28 November 
 

 Whole School Carols and Foundation Sausage Sizzle Monday 4 December  
 

 K – 2 Presentation Tuesday 5 December 
 

 Speech Day Wednesday 6 December 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
As I’ve been supervising and watching the students going to and coming back 
from Swim and Survive each day this week, I’ve been reminded about how much 
so many of the children have grown over the course of this year.  It’s been such a 
delight particularly to see the Kindergarten children, heading off so confidently, 
managing their swim bags, catching the bus, coping with the changed schedule 
and weather variations, still wearing their own and the right clothes, and doing it 

all with their beautiful big smiles.  While I suspect what I see isn’t always the whole picture, I’ve found myself 
asking the question - When did this new level of self-confidence and independence kick in?   
 
As with so many things in life, it’s in the little things, the ordinary everyday encounters, and the normal activities 
that often go seemingly unnoticed.  In our SGS Handbook we talk of schools as “places where children learn and 
grow”, and about how “plants grow best when they have someone to look after them and make sure they receive 
enough sunshine, nutrients and water”.  In this context, I want to acknowledge and thank the Primary staff again, 
for their dedication to those ordinary everyday encounters.  They are an amazing team for whom I have the 
greatest respect and in whose hands, I know your children are being so well nurtured and cared for.  I know that 
every day, their “desire is to help each student to learn and grow as we provide the love, care, support, discipline 
and learning opportunities they need to equip them for the future.”  Thank you parents for the privilege of sharing 
in these wonderful growing experiences with your children here at school. 
 
Following the completion of all the 2016 ICAS Subject Competitions, a number of Primary students were presented 
this week with ICAS Principal’s Awards, awarded for earning the highest marks from all SGS participants, in each 
respective subject.  Congratulations to: 
 

Digital Technologies Hugo Shann (Year 3) 
Science   Ryan Dowell (Year 5) 
Writing   Georgina Kimpton (Year 4) 
Spelling   Mitchell Baker (Year 4) 
Mathematics  Georgina Kimpton (Year 4) / Mitchell Baker (Year 4) 
English   Georgina Kimpton (Year 4) 

 
At the end of Term 4, one of the special activities we look forward to each year is the Year 6 Celebration. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to acknowledge and thank the Year 6 students for the contribution they have made during 
their Primary years and to celebrate all they have achieved and participated in over this time.  The 2017 Year 6 
Celebration will be held on Friday, 1 December, with a special Chapel Service at 1:45pm; fun activities (students v 
staff/parents softball & touch football) from 3:15pm - 4:30pm over at the Scone Sports Complex; and a cocktail 
(soft-drink) style light dinner function at Scone Bowling Club, commencing at 6:00pm.  Information and Invitations 
have gone home this week. 
 
I was very proud of our three Year 6 students who participated last week in the IPSHA Public Speakers’ Challenge, 
at St Andrew’s Cathedral School.  Daniel O’Regan, Angus Davidson and Grace Saunders all spoke very well on the 
topic, ‘The best things in life are free’, and came away with a strong sense that SGS students can certainly hold their 
own in skill and confidence amongst students from other metropolitan independent schools.  The students were 
complimented by staff from other schools in regards to their manners and particularly about the way they so quickly 
and effortlessly, made some new friends in the playground at lunch and joined in the fun of their play.  “Great 
country kids” was a wonderful compliment I heard. (I was also pleased to know they can now use an OPAL card to 
tap on and tap off on the train. A great skill for future CityRail train adventures!)  
 
 



Primary News from Mr Feeney (cont’d) 
 

 
 
Our K-2 Presentation Morning will be held on Tuesday, 5 December, from 10:00am – 
11:30am, in the marquee on the School grounds.  All K-2 students should come to School 
as normal on Tuesday and should wear full School Summer Uniform.  Students are free to 
go home with parents at the conclusion of the K-2 Presentation Morning programme, or 
may return to class if needed, with their teachers, where activities will be organised for the 
remainder of the day.   
 
Term 4 will conclude on Wednesday, 6 December, 2017, with our Scone Grammar School 
Speech Day and Prize Presentation, which w ill commence at 9:30am in the 
marquee on the School grounds.  All students should wear full School Summer Uniform.  I 
look forward to sharing these very special occasions with you. 

 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
How do aliens organize an intergalactic Christmas party?  They planet! 
What do you call a sad spaceship?  An unidentified crying object! 
Why was the slimy alien looking so pleased with himself?  He got listed in Ooze Who! 
What do you call ET when he’s overweight?  An extra cholesterol! 
When would you find a toilet in space?  Only once in a loo moon! 
 
Congratulations to Cooper Day (Year 5 Gold) and Adelaide Cooper (Year 6 Gold), who are both 
celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these students all the best as they enjoy this 
happy occasion and share this special time with their family and friends. 
 

Primary Highlights This Week…. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last week Year 11 students from Scone Grammar School attended the 2017 GRIP Leadership Conference. 
This was held at Town Hall in Tamworth. This leadership development programme enables our young 
people to build a strong sense of character and values, become aware of the decisions they are making 
and develop a strong self-efficacy to become more resilient leaders. The programme unlocks the idea that 
leadership is about engagement and influence.  
 

 
 

Scone Grammar School was a keen participant in this programme as we believe in providing opportunities 
for our students to develop and apply their leadership skills. Learning how to lead and serve is a key 
component in our strengths based approach to the building up of our young people. The students who 
attended this day are to be commended for their commitment to the ideals of the programme and the 
level of enthusiasm they displayed.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us.  
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For the school building project; For families and 
students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer 
requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not 
published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23&version=NIV
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
Another week has passed us by in a flash and what a busy week it has been. A Geography excursion to a 
Mudgee winery, Year 10 PASS doing Swim and Survive with Primary students every day, Year 9 girls at 
the Get Smart Programme, the High School Musical performance, Commerce Market Day, Year 11 at the 
Liquor Accord Seminar Day and Year 10 and 11 at the Wheelchair Roadshow to end the week. In all of 
the busyness, I am reminded about how many opportunities our students have to learn about all facets of 
the world around us.  
 
It has been so pleasing to see our students throw themselves into all the activities this week and I will be 
excited to see them doing the same at camp next week. While some of the experiences on camp will 
certainly put students out of their comfort zone, I am sure they are all equipped to conquer whatever 
they try. 
 
Quotes of the week 
 
"A hero is an ordinary individual who finds the strength to persevere and endure in spite of 
overwhelming obstacles." Christopher Reeve 
 
"If you find a path with no obstacles, it probably doesn't lead anywhere." Frank A Clark  
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au  
 

Year 9 & 10 Commerce Market Day 
 
 

 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Transition to School is a very significant step for any child. At The Yellow Cottage we seek every 
opportunity for our Preschool children to be involved in the schools within our community as a part of 
our transition to school programmes. We participate in library visits, school concerts or plays, Book 
week celebrations, special occasions at the schools and, then at this time of the year, visits that focus 
purely on Kindergarten.  
 
This time of the year is filled with activities and visits to schools. At The Yellow Cottage we want to 
provide children with opportunities to connect with their big school, to meet new friends, as well as 
become familiar with the school and kindergarten environment.  
 
Starting school is an important time for children and families and in helping them to become familiar 
with the school environment, we are aiming to make this transition less stressful for all. Starting 
school is not just about the first day. It’s a process that begins when children and families start to 
prepare in the year before, and it continues as children experience their first days, weeks and months 
of school. The process involves a number of changes for children and families and everyone reacts 
differently. For some children the change brings excitement about making friends and learning new 
things, while for others the change can leave them feeling nervous and overwhelmed.  
 
In our roles as educators we aim to actively support this transition process as best we can, to reduce 
those feelings of being nervous, anxious or overwhelmed.  
 
Children who make a positive start to school are more likely to:  
• feel comfortable, relaxed and valued  
• feel excited and motivated to learn  
• have good relationships with others  
• develop a sense of belonging within the school community  
 
Kidsmatter "Thinking about Transition To School" 



Equestrian News 
 
CALROSSY HORSE SPORTS 
 
Scone Grammar School had 5 riders who attended the Calrossy 
Horse Sports last Friday 10 November - Grace Stenhouse, Allyson 
Irwin, Charlotte Clarke , Prunella Hayes and Harry Warner. All 
students rode very well and had much fun on the day. 
 
Results: 
 
Grace Stenhouse - 1st 8 Years Girl Rider, 1st in Pairs and 
various sporting ribbons; 
Allyson Irwin - 1st 10 Years Girls Rider, 1st in Pairs, 3rd 10 
Years Hack and various sporting ribbons; 
Charlotte Clarke - various ribbons  
Prunella Hayes - 3rd in 13 Years Hack and 4th 13 Years Rider; 
Harry Warner - Junior Champion Boy Rider and Overall 10 Year 
Old Boy Champion. 
 
Well done to all students! 
 
 
 

Music News 
It was wonderful to have our SGS Orchestra performing at the Brindley Park Homestead Open Day at 
Merriwa last Saturday, 11 November. The homestead and gardens are in the process of being restored. 
The day was organised by the Merriwa Anglican Parish. 

 
 
 

Allyson Irwin & Harry Warner 



 News from the P&F 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Dear Parents and Friends, 
 
I’m sure many of you have noticed a lot of activity and happening in the Primary playground. We are 
thrilled that construction has begun and are very excited to see the new renovations unfold. Thank you 
to staff, children and parents for your patience at this time.  
 

A huge THANK YOU to the Scone Grammar School Foundation for gifting the 

P&F with $20,000 so that we may complete Phase One of our playground renovation in its entirety!  
 
Our annual Homegrown Handmade Twilight Market is coming up - Thursday November 30. Please come 
along and support this fun afternoon. Every dollar raised will help us pay for our continued work in the 
playground.  
 
P&F members, we hope to see you at “Drinks on the Deck”. Please see details below. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Di Gillett 
SGS P&F President 
 
 

 



2 Weeks to go…….Committed Stall Holders So 
Far…..Spots Still Available  



 



 



Community Notices & News 
 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 4 Monday, 9 October to  
Wednesday, 6 December 

 
 
Week 6 (A) 
Thursday 16 November 
Year 11 Liquor Accord Day, Muswellbrook High 
School 
Get Smart Programme Year 9, MPR 
Swim & Survive – Primary to 17 November 
SGS Musical Cast to SJA “High School Musical” 
Friday 17 November 
Wheelchair Roadshow Years 10 & 11 
AMSI visit Year 8 Maths 
Swim & Survive – Primary to 17 November 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Monday 20 November 
Tuesday 21 – Friday 24 November 
Years 7 – 10 Camps 
Wednesday 22 November 
School Council Meeting, 6.00pm 
Infants/Primary Social 
Thursday 23 November 
Foundation Meeting 
Friday 24 November 
Years 7 – 10 Camp return 
 
Week 8 (A) 
Monday 27 November 
Tuesday 28 November 
Wednesday 29 November 
Year 7 to Glendale Sports' Centre 
Surf Safety, Nobby's Beach - Year 3 
Thursday 30 November 
Year 8 to Glendale Sports' Centre 
SGS Home Grown and Handmade Markets 
Friday 1 December 
Year 6 Celebration Day 
 
Week 9 (B) 
Monday 4 December 
Carols & Foundation Sausage Sizzle 
Tuesday 5 December 
K-2 Presentation Day, 10.00am to 11.30am 
Wednesday 6 December 
Years 3-12 Prize Giving Day, commencing 
9.30am 

 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 4 Monday, 9 October to  

Wednesday, 6 December 
 
 
Week 6 (A) 
Friday 17 November 
Fiona Bailey, Rachel Northam 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Monday 20 November 
Jenny Crackett, Tracey Stewart 
Tuesday 21 November 
Fiona Bailey, Amelia Wilkinson 
Wednesday 22 November 
Fiona Bailey, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 23 November 
Jenny Crackett, Helen Smith 
Friday 24 November 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Carrington 
 
Week 8 (A) 
Monday 27 November 

Jenny Crackett,    XXXX 
Tuesday 28 November 

Jenny Crackett,   XXXX 
Wednesday 29 November 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 30 November 
Fiona Bailey, Pip Baker 
Friday 1 December 
Fiona Bailey, Katie McCann 
 
Week 9 (B) 
Monday 4 December 
Jenny Crackett, Fiona Bailey 
Tuesday 5 December 
Jenny Crackett, Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 6 December 
Speech Day 
 

 
XXXX   Helper Needed Please 
 


