
Thursday 23 November,2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
Our new School Captains have given themselves the challenge of 
growing their connection with the Primary School students. Both Anna 
and Tristan have been actively engaged in playing with Primary 
students at lunchtime and attended the Primary Social. Their initiative 
is wonderful and making great connections. 
 
Year 7 – 10 camps are all going very well with the students enjoying 
the difference of the environments and the challenges they are facing. 
The learning is very different but very valuable. All groups return 
tomorrow evening. 
 
We are moving into the last week and a half of the year and have all 
the special events to celebrate the year. The big Marquee will start to 
be erected from tomorrow and be ready for The Yellow Cottage end 
of year event on Tuesday, 28 November. 
 

We will take time to thank volunteers on Monday, 27 November as every little bit of help given to 
SGS is greatly appreciated. 
 
The SGS Homegrown and Handmade Markets will add colour and fun to the week on Thursday, 30 
November afternoon and evening. The Year 6 Celebration will round out the week on Friday, 1 
December.  
 
The whole School Community will have the opportunity to celebrate Christmas with our Carols and 
Foundation Sausage Sizzle on Monday evening, 4 December under the Marquee. K - 2 will 
celebrate their year with their special Presentation on Tuesday morning at 9.30am and we will hold 
Speech Day on Wednesday morning, 6 December from 9.30am. 
 
This weekend the Synod of the Anglican Diocese of Newcastle is sitting to elect a new Bishop of 
Newcastle. Please pray for wisdom and guidance for the members of Synod. We also need to 
continue to pray for rain and for those who are so reliant on rain for their livelihoods. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you over the coming weeks.    
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 
 

 Monday 27 November - Volunteers Thank You Drinks 
 
 Tuesday 28 November, 5.30pm - TYC Christmas Concert 
 
 Thursday 30 November, 3.00pm- Homegrown Handmade 

Markets 
 
 Friday 1 December - Year 6 Celebration 
 
 Monday 4 December - Whole School Chriastmas Carol and 

Foundation Sausage Sizzle 
 
 Tuesday 5 December, 9.30am - K-2 Presentation 
 
 Wednesday 6 December, 9.30am - Yr 3 to Yr 12 Speech Day 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
It has been a Term 4 highlight for me (and I suspect many others) to enjoy the 
drama productions presented last week by Year 5 at the Year 5 Drama Night, and 
this week by Year 4 at Primary Assembly.  Congratulations to all the students and 
their teachers on a superb effort, with a special thank you again to Ms Gillie Hayes for 
her invaluable help with the Year 5 Drama Night.  There is no doubt these activities in 
the creative and performing arts provide so many learning opportunities for the 
students, as well as reinforcing to those children with a strong creative capacity, that 
their skills and talents have value, significance, are recognised, acknowledged and 

celebrated.  Like others who were also privileged to be there, it was such a delight to watch each of the plays.  
Every performance was wonderfully entertaining and I am really encouraged to see the standard improving each 
year, as students build on the initiative and support they have from staff, as well as what they see happening in 
other year levels.  Most of all, I just enjoyed seeing the students caught up in their uninhibited enthusiasm and the 
fun of being on stage, working together and lost in that world of imagination and creative energy. Well done 
everyone! 
 
I was thrilled also to hear of the success of a number of our SGS students who auditioned last weekend for music 
scholarships with the Upper Hunter Conservatorium of Music.  There were approximately 70 applicants that 
performed on the day and Dr Wendy Brooks commented on the high standard throughout.  Around 15 students 
from the Upper Hunter received scholarships, including:   
Clare Wilkinson, Lilly Malone, Lachlan Peasley, Emily Turner and Julia Wisniewski. Congratulations to 
all students and our very best wishes as they pursue these wonderful new music opportunities. 
 
Next week, two of our Year 6 students, Sarah Dart and Emme Mitchell, will be attending the Denman Rotary Club 
Year 6 Dinner which is being held on Wednesday night at the Denman RSL Club.  This amazing local community 
activity has been hosted by the Denman Rotary Club for over 40 years, providing an opportunity to celebrate the 
completion of Primary schooling for children who live in the Denman district, as well as wishing these students all 
the best as they embark on their Secondary school studies.  The dinner always reminds me of the truth in that well 
known African saying, ‘It takes a village to raise a child’.  I look forward to sharing in this special time with the 
students and their Year 6 teachers. 
 
As we approach the end of term, would you please make time to check again all the school 
uniform items your children have at home?  I know there are still missing items being reported (all 
apparently labelled) following Swim and Survive and also from earlier in the term.  It would be 
wonderful if we could all work together to avoid the need for parents to purchase new uniform 
items unnecessarily.  You may also like to check the Primary Lost Property box when you are 
visiting the School over these last two weeks.  This is often full of surprise treasures waiting to go 
home!  Thank you very much for your assistance and support. 
 

Our K-2 Presentation Morning will be held on Tuesday, 5 December, from 10:00am – 11:30am, in 
the Marquee on the School grounds.  All K-2 students should come to School as normal on Tuesday 
and should wear full School Summer Uniform.  Students are free to go home with parents at the 
conclusion of the K-2 Presentation Morning Programme, or may return to class, if needed, with their 
teachers, where activities will be organised for the remainder of the day.   
 
Term 4 will conclude on Wednesday, 6 December, 2017, with our Scone Grammar School 

 Speech Day and Prize Presentation, which will commence at 9:30am in the Marquee on the School 
 grounds.  All students should wear full School Summer Uniform.  I look forward to sharing  these very 
 special occasions with you. 

 
Good Humour for the Week  
Did you hear about the man who had a job gathering up leaves?  He was literally raking it in! 
Did you hear about the man who wore a watch on each arm? He really had too much time on his hands! 
 
Congratulations to Alex Bishop (Year 5 Gold), Emme Mitchell (Year 6 Blue), Emma Turner (Year 6 Gold), Benjamin 
Froml (Year 3 Gold), Gus Malone (Year 5 Gold) and Blossom Tanner (Year 6 Gold), who are all celebrating birthdays 
this week.  I  do w ish each of these students all the best as they enjoy this happy occasion and share 
this very special time with their family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s that time of the year again! Christmas is on our doorstep. As we approach the end of November, 
Christians acknowledge a new season… ‘Advent’. This means to get ready for something; to ‘prepare’.  
The people before the time of Jesus’ earthy coming were exhorted to prepare themselves for the good 
news of the coming of the Saviour. As we prepare to celebrate Christmas at Scone Grammar School this 
year, may we be stirred to consider how we might be preparing to receive this good news of Jesus birth 
this Christmas season?  

What is this ‘good news’? The good news of Jesus is that He came! But more than that: the good news of 
Jesus is that He Himself is the good news. Without Jesus, the story is ‘incomplete’ for we would be 
disconnected from God. We need Jesus. Jesus said: ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no 
one comes to the Father, but by me’. Jesus came in humble circumstances; something we will be 
reminded of again in the weeks ahead. He came in poverty so that we, who are in actual fact poor, might 
become rich. He came to earth as one of us and then died on the cross in our place. As we prepare for 
Christmas this year, may we be reminded of this good news and be encouraged to receive it with 
eagerness.  

In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: John 14:6 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us.  
Pray for: Secondary camps; Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For the school building project; 
For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! 
(specific prayer requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer 
group- not published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14:6
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
It's been a great week for learning!  
 
Year 7 have been learning many outdoor adventures at Deer Park; Year 8 have been learning about the 
surf at Toukley; Year 9 have been at Barrington Tops learning through a challenging outdoor education 
programme and Year 10, have been exploring Sydney while learning how to live on a budget and seeing 
how people less fortunate than themselves live.  
 
Year 11 have been at school learning about leadership from Mr Smart and better study techniques from 
Elevate Education. This week I will let the photos do the talking. 
 
"There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, and learning from 
failure." Colin Powell 
 
Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Exciting times!! Our End of Year Concert is next week!! 
When: Tuesday 28/11/2017 5.30pm 
Where: SGS Grounds in the Marquee 
This is an exciting community celebration. 
 
Dear Families... 
Firstly, your children need to be commended and applauded… 
 
Not only because they are trying their very best for you. But because 
they are engaged in the joy and the complexities of building 
relationships and working together as a team. Throughout the year 
your children have been developing relationships with peers, 
educators, and the community. 
 

Our end of year concert is to celebrate the joy of the children’s collaboration, teamwork,  their 
connectedness, the responsibilities they share for each other and themselves. Your children work 
collaboratively with families, educators and the community and have developed a sense of place. A 
partnership in an active and meaningful learning community with lots of laughter, sometimes a few 
tears but lots of FUN! 
 
On the night we might sing a little out of tune, miss a few beats, dance out of time, maybe get stage 
fright but the most important thing to remember is that the evening will give you lots of joy and 
maybe a few tears watching your child or children all doing their very best together. Please 
acknowledge and value all the children’s efforts. Each and every song and each and every dance 
deserves tremendous applause! 
 
 
 
 
  



 



Curriculum Corner—Geography News 
 
LOWE WINES- MUDGEE 
 
The senior Geography students began their HSC studies this term and their first topic involves an 
investigation into the global wine industry and a focus case study on a local vineyard/winery. We were 
privileged again to be able to visit Lowe Wines on Tinja Lane near Mudgee to see first-hand the certified 
organic vineyard and winery and be joined by our two Indian exchange students, Rashita and Ragini.  
 
The staff generously gave of their time to speak to us about the management of the “bush vines”, the 
winemaking process, the operation of the cellar door and how they are reducing their impact on the 
environment in all business activities. Lowe Wines provides us with a unique case study within the industry
- the vineyards on Tinja Lane are untrellised and unirrigated, quite different to surrounding vineyards and 
those of the Hunter Valley; David Lowe has a range of preservative free wines; and the Zin House is a 
hatted restaurant owned and operated by Kim Currie showcasing produce from the Tinja Farm.  
 
Enormous thanks to David Lowe and his staff for again allowing us the opportunity to use Lowe Wines as 
our case study. 
 
 
 
 



The Markets are looking good……. 
 
 



 



 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Term 4 – Monday 9 October to  
Wednesday 6 December 
 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Thursday 23 November 
Foundation Meeting 
Friday 24 November 
Years 7 – 10 Camps return 
 
Week 8 (A) 
Monday 27 November 
Tuesday 28 November 
Wednesday 29 November 
Year 7 to Glendale Sports' Centre 
Surf Safety, Nobby's Beach - Year 3 
Year 8 Rowing students to Berry Park & Over-
night 
Thursday 30 November 
Year 8 to Glendale Sports' Centre 
Year 8 Rowers join Year 8 at Glendale 
SGS Home Grown and Handmade Markets 
Friday 1 December 
Year 6 Celebration Day 
 
Week 9 (B) 
Monday 4 December 
Carols & Foundation’s Sausage Sizzle 
Tuesday 5 December 
K-2 Presentation Day commencing 10.00am 
Wednesday 6 December 
Years 3-12 Prize Giving Day commencing 
9.30am 

Canteen Roster   

 
Term 4  - Monday 9 October to  
Wednesday, 6 December 
 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Friday 24 November 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Carrington 
 
Week 8 (A) 
Monday 27 November 
Jenny Crackett,   XXXX 
Tuesday 28 November 
Jenny Crackett,   XXXX 
Wednesday 29 November 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 30 November 
Fiona Bailey, Amelia Wilkinson 
Friday 1 December 
Fiona Bailey, Katie McCann 
 
Week 9 (B) 
Monday 4 December 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 5 December 
Jenny Crackett, Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 6 December 
Speech Day 
 
 
XXXX   Helper Needed Please 
 


