
Thursday 9 November, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
Swim and Survive is in full swing with the students developing their 
skills in the water and having a great time. This is an excellent 
programme that helps to strengthen the water safety of all our 
students. Thanks to Aili Clifton and Tim Holden and the team of 
helpers, making this available to our students. Our Year 10 PASS 
Class are also at the pool each day assisting groups and developing 
their leadership and coaching skills. 
 
Eyes Open - Social Media Safety was very worthwhile on 
Monday. The insights into being safe online were very practical and 
useful for students, staff and parents. We were able to run this 
programme as we gained a grant through the AIS NSW. The 
additional opportunity gave us another chance to educate our 
students on appropriate online actions. We need to continue to work 
together to have our students know what to do to be safe online. 
 

Writing Focus 
Through the work of Schools Leading Learning we have giving writing improvement a focus over 
the last two years. I have been delighted to see over the last week, demonstrated improvements 
in this area and the excitement of students to share their writing with me. While visiting 
Kindergarten the students went out of their way to encourage me to read some of their stories 
and the writing was of a high standard, Year 4 have written some very detailed persuasive letters 
about the place of Principal’s List Certificates. They have some compelling arguments.  I have also 
looked at a variety of Secondary writing samples which also demonstrate a growing depth in the 
students’ writing. It is good to celebrate this improvement and continue to encourage our students 
to value their writing and stretch themselves in their learning. 
 
I was delighted to announce at Assembly this morning the 2018 Secondary House Leaders. 
Congratulations to the following students: 
    
   JONES:  Kaitlin Smith and Callen Nunn 
   LEDGER:  Mikayla Hamson and Noah Folpp 
   PULLING: Sarah Lindsay and Lleyton Hails 
    
I very much look forward to working with the 2018 Leadership Team. 
 
We have a great  many activities over the coming weeks that will fill the end of the year. May I 
encourage you to lock these special events into your calendars and enjoy celebrating a great year. 
 

 Homegrown and Handmade Markets Thursday 30 November 

 Year 6 End of Year Celebration Friday 1 December 

 The Yellow Cottage End of Year Celebration Tuesday 28 November 

 Whole School Carols and Foundation Sausage Sizzle Monday 4 December  

 K – 2 Presentation Tuesday 5 December 

 Speech Day Wednesday 6 December 
 
Have a wonderful week ahead. 
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
Swim and Survive is now well underway, and I’ve been particularly impressed with the enthusiastic approach the 
K-6 students have given each day this week to their participation, despite the weather on a number of days being 
somewhat challenging.  I do want to acknowledge and sincerely thank Mr Croucher and the team of Secondary 
students who have been assisting.  This involvement has been such a blessing in so many ways and just highlights 
again another wonderful benefit of being part of a P-12 school.  Please remember the focus of Swim and Survive is 
about safety and confidence around the water and that the programme is about attitude development as well as 
skill development.  I would really encourage you as parents to talk to your children each day about what they are 
learning, why it’s important, and to take time to encourage them as they work to master the skills and strengthen 
positive attitudes across their respective levels. 
 
It was a great thrill to hear news on Wednesday from the HRIS Primary Touch Gala Day, and to celebrate the 
success of all the teams involved, especially the Primary Boys, who ‘brought home the bacon’ so to speak.  
Congratulations boys, Mr Croucher and Miss Day.  Ah-maz-ing! 
(More details from the Gala Day are included further through the Newsletter.  Do take time to read and share in this 
excitement.)  
 
Three Year 6 students have been participating today in the IPSHA Public Speakers’ Challenge. This is the first 
time where SGS has been involved. Daniel O’Regan, Angus Davidson and Grace Saunders are all presenting a 
speech on ‘The best things in life are free’, along with students from many IPSHA schools around NSW.  The event 
has been hosted by St Andrew’s Cathedral School in the Sydney CBD.  There are 11 groups of 10 students involved 
in preliminary rounds, followed by finals and, if they progress to the finals, an Impromptu Speech is also added in to 
the Challenge for the students.  I look forward to sharing news and results from the Day in next week’s Newsletter. 
 
On Wednesday, 15 November, Year 9 will be running a Market Stall Day, during lunchtime, as part of their studies.  
Lunch will be a combined Primary / Secondary Lunch at 1:00pm following Swim and Survive.  Food will be available 
for sale and Primary students are invited and encouraged to participate and support the efforts and learning of their 
older Year 9 counterparts. 
Gourmet Cupcakes     $2-5 
Pizzas                        $2 per slice $2 Soft Drink 
Fruit Smoothies        $4 approx. 
Donuts                    $2 
Nachos                    $4 
Lolly bags              Small $2  Large $4 
Other stall holders will also be selling drinks.  
 
I was delighted to hear that two SGS students, Bridie O’Neill - Year 4 (10yrs) and Hayley Cook - Year 9 (14yrs), 
have been selected after placing Top 5 in their age group at the New England Zone, to compete at the Bjelke 
Peterson Physical Culture National Finals, at Sydney Olympic Park on Sunday, 26 November.  This is a 
wonderful achievement for both girls who are part of Upper Hunter Physical Culture in Muswellbrook.  Bridie and 
Hayley will compete against 80 other girls from all over Australia in their age group, which is no small feat.  They 
have had to beat hundreds of girls to get there and work really hard all year towards their goal, which is something 
to be very proud of.  They are to be commended for their hard work, commitment and dedication, and we wish 
them every success as they participate and enjoy this very special opportunity. 
 
I spoke last week about Peer Support and commented how the programme has added so much through this year 
(and previous years) to strengthen the fabric of student social skills and connections and develop many practical 
pastoral support structures and skills for one another.  It was a delight to find on my desk during this week, a 
plaque sent to the School by the Peer Support Foundation acknowledging the Ten+ years that Scone Grammar 
School has been involved.  I shared with the students on the Monday Morning Assembly my personal appreciation 
for the team effort to make this happen, and particularly the work of Mrs Kate Robertson, Mrs Deb Moore and the 
Primary staff over the years.  In a day when we are so much more aware of issues around well-being and Pos-Ed, 
this long term commitment and involvement has been significant.  Thank you again to a wonderful team! 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
How do bees get to school?  On the school buzz! 
What are microwaves?  Tiny greetings! 
I used to be so indecisive.  Now, I’m not so sure! 
What happened when the duck was arrested?  He quacked under pressure! 
What do you do when you see a spaceman?  Park in it! 
 
Congratulations to Violet Dawson (Year 4 Gold), Sarah Campbell (Year 6 Gold), Rory Flanagan (Year 1 Gold) and 
Olivia MacCallum (Year 4 Blue), who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these students all the 
best as they enjoy this happy occasion and share this special time with their family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Monday, Years 7-11 and parents from across our school attended seminars aimed at increasing their 
knowledge in the area of social media safety. The knowledge required by our young people, and us as 
parents and educators, is vast and extremely fast evolving. Scone Grammar School expresses our thanks 
to ‘Eyes Open’ for leading these most helpful seminars. Students discussed issues related to social media 
safety including online communication using Snap Chat, Facebook and Instagram, online publishing, 
sexting, advice when things get nasty and mobile phones including the myriad of legal implications of 
online behaviour.  
 
In pursuit of ultimate care of our young people, the need to have our ‘fingers on the pulse’ with these 
fast moving areas is critical. I strongly encourage all of us to spend some time exploring the eSafety and 
Eyes Open websites which provide the most up-to-date information available. Students who are 
experiencing any form of online bullying or harassment were directed to talk to their parents and teachers 
or the kids helpline direct on 1800 55 1800.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Romans 12:2 
Give thanks for: The gifts, such as our mind, that God has given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, 
the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and 
supporters who truly care for us;  
Pray for:  The school building project; Primary Swim and Survive programme; families and students who 
are ill or struggling at the moment:  your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate Atkinson 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  
 
 

https://esafety.gov.au/
http://www.eyesopensocialmedia.com.au/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A2&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
Thanks to all the parents who attended the social media information session on Monday night. I hope 
everyone found it informative and helpful. Please remember that you can find extra information on the 
Eyes Open website and that Tricia is happy to answer your emails. 
 
Sometimes the answers to the questions you ask yourself, or others ask you, pop up in the strangest 
ways. In the last two weeks I have had several parents ask me if I think that Grammar Minds works and 
some new parents ask me why I think Scone Grammar is so special.  
 
I wholeheartedly support Grammar Minds and think it is working. I see it in my classes when students are 
more independent and confident in their learning. Students that are happy to have a go at harder and 
harder challenges and are resilient enough to not worry about getting it wrong in front of others. I also 
believe I am lucky to work in one of the best schools in the country. Scone Grammar is more than just a 
school; it is a community where students learn more than just the classroom basics. When students are 
struggling with life we give them mentors and safe spaces to go to. My office is often one of those spaces 
and in the last two weeks it has had several visitors; they have been through at least 6 bags of snakes 
and frogs and two boxes of tissues. It was one of my youngest visitors this week who answered all of my 
questions. She just needed time and space (and lollies) and I was happy to accomodate. When I came 
back to my office after she had returned to class, there was a note on my whiteboard.  
 
This week's quote is not from a famous person, a philosopher or anyone of importance outside our 
community but from one of the most resilient, positive, fragile members of our community this week and 
she fills me with pride and respect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We can all learn from each other. 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

This week at The Yellow Cottage we have been celebrating our local culture and being part of the 
Horse Capital. At The Yellow Cottage we consider it very important to build connections with our 
families, their interests and their home life. When educators are familiar with each family’s particular 
circumstances, preschools are more able to meet the learning, social and wellbeing needs of children 
and their families. By understanding the needs and interests of children and families from our local 
cultural backgrounds and building relationships of trust and understanding with parents and carers, 
our preschool can make a positive difference to a child’s sense of belonging and wellbeing.  
 
The Yellow Cottage can also support children and families from diverse backgrounds by promoting 
understanding of, and mutual respect for, diversity. Children benefit when Preschools services do this 
because it creates an inclusive environment where everyone can participate and feel connected. A 
strong sense of belonging helps children understand and appreciate differences in themselves and 
others which ultimately benefits their mental health and wellbeing. 
 
Finally, The Yellow Cottage can also help families to feel connected and develop a sense of belonging 
by providing them with opportunities to make contact with other families at the service. When this 
takes place, there are many benefits to children’s and families’ wellbeing, such as developing empathy 
and building positive relationships with others. 

 
 
 
 

The 

Melbourne 

Cup Comes 

to The 

Yellow 

Cottage! 



3 Weeks to go….Committed Stallholders So Far… 



Sport News 
 
WINNERS ARE GRINNERS!! 
 
HRIS Primary Touch Football Gala 
 
On Wednesday, 8 November our Primary Girls’ and Boys’ Touch Football Teams competed at Tomaree at 
the HRIS Gala Day. Our Primary Boys’ Team played 7 games throughout the day and were undefeated  
taking out 1st place against 12 other schools. The boys managed to score 40 tries throughout the day 
with only 3 tries against them. A tremendous effort with a sensational amount of talent displayed. A 
number of comments were made from other schools on how well our boys played as a team! 
 
Our Primary Girls’ Team played 5 games throughout the day coming away with 1 win, 2 draws and 2 
loses. This placed them 6th overall out of 11 schools.  
Both teams consisted of players from Years 4 – 6 and consisted of: 
 
  Boys      Girls 
  Hunter Ryan    Destiny Wilton 
  Joshua Crowther    Blossom Tanner 
  Jordan Mount    Caryss Parry  
  Braedon Hails    Amory Manwarring 
  Daniel Crowther    Georgina Pratley 
  Daniel O’Regan    Eva Holden 
  Matthew Edwards   Lottie Firth 
  Max Patterson    Dempsey Manwarring 
  Archie Martin    Rosie Martin 
  Harry Warner     Bridie O’Neill 
  Lachlan Hails      
  Harry Faulkner  
 
Congratulations to both teams on an exceptional day of play and sportsmanship! 
 
Miss Day  
 
 
 



Beef Bonanza 
  
Scone Grammar School students attended the 12th Beef Bonanza held over 3 days at White Park from 
27 to 29 October. The competition was tough with 880 students from 82 Primary and Secondary Schools 
competing from all over the State of NSW. SGS had 20 Primary students and 12 Secondary students. 
 
In the Friday competition the Secondary Waverley Angus Steer ‘Bob’, finished  2nd. On Saturday the 
Manali Limousin Steer gained 5th place in his class. SGS had 5 Steers in total - 2 Angus Waverley Steers 
called ‘Bob’ and ‘Barry’; one Hereford from Eulaila called ‘Fergus’; one Simmental from Fenshome called 
‘Sparkie’ and one Limousin from Manali called ‘Jim’. In the carcase competition ‘Barry’, the Waverley 
Angus Steer finished 5th in his class. 
 
Congratulations to the following students: 
 

 Caity Porter - 14 Years Age Champion Parader and Judge-. A tremendous effort. 

 Sophie Inder - 1st in her heat made final of 14 years  

 Jordie Mount - 1st in heat and made the Final of Primary Paraders 

 Corey Brown -  2nd in Primary heat and 4th in Final Primary Judging 

 Olivia Gill -1st in Primary heat, made Primary Final Parading and 2nd in Primary Judging 

 Audrey Gill - 3rd in  Primary Parading heat 

 Zara Gill - 4th in Primary Parading heat 

 Adelaide Cooper - 2nd in Primary Parading heat 

 Elliot Bull - 4th in Primary Parading heat 

 Isla Hamson - 5th in 13 Years Parading heat (This Steer was not very well behaved!) 

 Pip Watson - 2nd in 13 Years Parading heat 

 Montana Cronin 1st in 13Years Parading heat and 2nd in Judging final 
 
Overall SGS had an excellent time at Beef Bonanza and the students were exemplary in all facets. 
 
Michael Holland  
Agriculture Teacher 

 



Year 9 & 10 Commerce Market Day 
Available at Lunchtime for all Primary & Secondary 

 
 

 
 



 

Secondary Pickup/ Drop off Location Point 

 
For the School’s Secondary students the drop off / pickup area is located in front of the Secondary 
Staff Cottage (brick house adjacent to the Administration Office in Hill Street).  This area has been 
allocated by the Shire for the safe arrival / departure of our students.  
  
This zone is a “No Parking” area between the times specified on the signs.  
  
As a reminder—this means you can drive in for the time it takes for your child to get in / out of the 
car but you cannot park in this zone waiting for your child/ren to arrive.  Your child should be already 
waiting in this area for you to collect them. If they are not waiting for you, please park elsewhere.  
 
The Police will book you as has occurred on previous occasions.  If you arrive early please park further 
up the street and meet your child/ren there.   
 
Please use the pickup/drop off zone for its designated purpose and please do not use the 
bus zone or driveway for pickup and drop off. 
 

Scone Films 
 
On the eve of Remembrance Day, Scone Films will be screening the World War 2 drama, ‘Dunkirk’ 
starring Harry Styles, Tom Hardy, & Kenneth Branagh.   
 
Rated M, it will screen at 7.30pm Friday, 10th November, at their pop-up cinema at the Senior 
Citizens’ Centre, Oxford Road, Scone.   
 
Tickets are $12 and to be sure of a ticket, purchase in advance at Hunt a Book, Scone.  Running time 
is 1hr and 46 minutes. Everyone is welcome.   
 
For further details  visit: www.sconefilms.org.au    www.facebook.com/sconefilms  
 
 

Save the Date….30 November 2017…..Twilight Markets 

http://www.sconefilms.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/sconefilms


Community Notices & News 
 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 4 commences Monday 9 October to 
Wednesday, 6 December 
 
 
Week 5 (B) 
Thursday 9 November 
IPSHA Public Speaking Day – 3 students from 
Year 6 
Year 10 Youth Mental Health First Aid Course 
Swim & Survive – Primary to 17 November 
Friday 10 November 
Year 10 Youth Mental Health First Aid Course 
Swim & Survive – Primary to 17 November 
 
Week 6 (A) 
Monday 13 November 
Swim & Survive – Primary to 17 November 
Tuesday 14 November 
Swim & Survive – Primary to 17 November 
Year 12 Geography– Fieldwork to Mudgee 
P&F Meeting 
Wednesday 15 November 
Swim & Survive – Primary to 17 November 
Year 9 Commerce Market Day 
Year 5 Drama Night, St Luke’s Hall, 6pm 
Thursday 16 November 
Year 11 Liquor Accord Day, Muswellbrook High 
School 
Get Smart Programme Year 9, MPR 
Swim & Survive – Primary to 17 November 
SGS Musical Cast to SJA “High School Musical” 
ICT Parent Information Session—6pm STLC 
Friday 17 November 
Wheelchair Roadshow Years 10 & 11 
AMSI visit Year 8 Maths 
Swim & Survive – Primary to 17 November 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Monday 20 November 
Tuesday 21 – Friday 24 November 
Years 7 – 10 Camps 
Wednesday 22 November 
School Council Meeting, 6.00pm 
Thursday 23 November 
Foundation Meeting 
 

 
 

Canteen Roster  

 
 
Term 4 commences Monday 9 October to 
Wednesday, 6 December 
 
 
 
Week 5 (B) 
Thursday 9 November 
Jenny Crackett, Charlotte Parry-Okden 
Friday 10 November 
Jenny Crackett, Jane Watson 
 
Week 6 (A) 
Monday 13 November 

Jenny Crackett    XXXX 
Tuesday 14 November 
Jenny Crackett, Amelia Wilkinson 
Wednesday 15 November 
Jenny Crackett, Acey Firth 
Thursday 16 November 
Fiona Bailey, Sarah Stanford 
Friday 17 November 
Fiona Bailey, Rachel Northam 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Monday 20 November 
Jenny Crackett, Tracey Stewart 
Tuesday 21 November 
Fiona Bailey, Amelia Wilkinson 
Wednesday 22 November 
Fiona Bailey, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 23 November 
Jenny Crackett, Helen Smith 
Friday 24 November 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Carrington 
 

 
XXXX   Helper Needed Please 
 

   


