
Friday 1 December, 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We are at the end of another year and this is our final newsletter for 
2017. We have had an incredible year with highs and lows. Some of 
the changes and developments have seen incredible positives for 
student learning and are significant highlights on which we will 
continue to build in 2018. 
 
We have also experienced turmoil. Change is necessary and with it 
comes some sadness. With staff leaving us as a part of this change, 
there will be mixed emotions. We will take the opportunity to farewell 
staff at Speech Day, some of whom have been part of the SGS family 
for many years and others who have contributed for a shorter time. Of 
course, all have contributed in their own unique way to help us be the 
community we are. I would especially like to acknowledge the work of 

Mr Graeme Feeney who has served with dedication in the roles of Head of Primary and Deputy 
Principal for over 20 years. Graeme shared his Pastoral heart and cared for students and staff 
across this time and his involvement in our school will be missed. As well as Graeme leaving, we 
have of course Libby and Rob Tesoriero, Anne Maree Foote, Deb Moore and Leah Steedman. 
 
Bishop Peter Stuart was elected as the 14th Bishop of Newcastle on the weekend. You will all be 
familiar with Bishop Peter as he has been the Assistant Bishop of the Diocese for a number of 
years. We congratulate him on his election. Please uphold him in prayer as he leads the diocese of 
which our school is a part. 
 
The Yellow Cottage Christmas Concert and end of year celebration was fabulous on Wednesday 
night and commenced our many functions in the big marquee. Please join in as many of the 
celebration opportunities over the coming week as you are able.  
 
Please pray for rain to fall as it is so desperately needed in our area.  
 
I look forward to sharing the celebration of our wonderful school with you over this period and 
wish everyone a happy and holy Christmas and a safe and refreshing break. 
 
Thank you for entrusting your child/children to us to support their education. We believe it is a 
privilege to be a part of their journey and to partner with you, the parents. 
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 

 
IMPORTANT DATES & TIMES 

 

Monday 4 December  - SGS Carols & Foundation Sausage Sizzle, 6.00pm 
 

Tuesday 5 December - Kinder to Year 2 Presentation Day, 10.00am to 11.30am 
 

Wednesday 6 December - Speech Day, Year 3 to Year 12, 9.30am start... 
 

 

 



Primary News from Mr Feeney 
 
As mentioned in the letter which went home this week, we have now finalised 
staff allocations for Primary classes in 2018 and these are detailed below.  
Student allocations to classes are yet to be finalised and these details will be 
communicated to parents once this process is completed, before the end of the 
year.  Timetables for 2018 are also still to be finalised and these will be distributed 
when school resumes.   
 

  Kindergarten Blue  Mrs Sally O’Regan 
  Kindergarten Gold  Mrs Julie Jones 
  1 Blue   Mrs Jody Shearman 
  1 Gold   Miss Felicity Dowdell 
  2 Blue   Mrs Janine Summers 
  2 Gold   Mrs Natalie Kelly 
  3 Blue   Mrs Cynthia Brice 
  3 Gold   Miss Anne Davies 
  4 Blue   Mrs Janet Walsh / Mrs Rebecca Waddington 
  4 Gold   Mrs Kate Robertson 
  5 Blue   Mrs Aili Clifton 
  5 Gold   Mr Tim Holden 
  6 Blue   Mrs Felicity Saunders 
  6 Gold   Mrs Wendy Hunt 

 
 
I was delighted to hear that Mrs Aili Clifton will be taking maternity leave from the beginning of Term 2 
next year.  I know you will join with me in congratulating Aili and her husband Sam on this very exciting 
news, and wishing them every blessing as they enjoy this very special family time.  Parents will be 
advised in Term 1 regarding staffing arrangements to cover the leave period while Aili is away. 
 
Next week we say farewell to Mr and Mrs Tesoriero and while we are excited for them in this new 
venture, and we will treasure many happy memories of the friendship, collegiality and relational 
connections we have shared with them, their departure will leave us very sad and with big shoes to be 
filled at the School in their respective roles.  I would like to take this opportunity to express my personal 
thanks, deep appreciation, great respect and my admiration for the selfless and generous contribution 
that Rob and Libby have made to our school.  (I have also enjoyed greatly Mr Tess’s jokes!)  I wish them 
every blessing in all that lies ahead and trust there will be many more enjoyable, enriching and fulfilling 
adventures for them to share.  They have added so much to us personally, to Scone Grammar School and 
the students and families we serve.  Thank you Rob and Libby! 
 
This week, Year 3 ventured to Newcastle for a Surf Safe Session at Stockton beach which was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all those involved.  Thank you to Mrs Robertson, Mrs Shearman and Mrs Walsh for co-
ordinating this valuable activity which is so relevant and appropriate as we move into summer when, for 
so many of us, we will spend much time enjoying the beach. 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 



Primary News from Mr Feeney (cont’d) 
 
It was wonderful to hear feedback this week from a local businessman regarding our students who are participating 
in the Cricket Development Squad, after they obviously made an impression during their recent visit.  After listening 
attentively for a long time, they were so well behaved and their manners on display were impeccable. The 
businessman commented, “Someone down there is doing something right”.  Congratulations to Rev Nate and the 
cricket boys who are working so hard to build their cricket skills but, even more importantly, their character 
strengths.  Thank you Rev Nate for all your efforts! 
 
As we draw to the end of the year, I’d also like to give a big shout out to Max Patterson, who qualified 
last Sunday for the State Age Swimming Championships.  This really is an outstanding achievement, 
particularly when considering the challenges Max has taken on and worked through along the way.  Max 
attended qualifying carnivals aiming to improve his times in order to qualify for more prestigious 
carnivals, and the most illustrious meet for a swimmer of his age is the NSW State Age Swimming 
Championship, where the qualifying times are extremely stringent.  Max trains at Scone during the 
summer, however, doesn’t train in the winter making it harder to be ‘competition fit’ when the summer 
swimming season finally begins.   State Age is held early December, so he has only had 2 months to 
prepare and on Sunday he competed in Mudgee where he swam his main event, 100m Breaststroke, in a 
personal best time of 1.33.78.  He needed to swim under 1.35.00 to qualify for State Age and he is very 
excited about competing at SOPAC on Wednesday, 13 December.  Congratulations Max on this wonderful 
success and on your determination and perseverance to achieve this special goal. 
Our best wishes will be with you as you compete in Sydney. 
 

Our K-2 Presentation Morning will be held next Tuesday, 5 December, from 10:00am – 
11:30am, in the marquee on the School grounds.  All K-2 students should come to School 
as normal on Tuesday and should wear full School Summer Uniform.  Students are free to 
go home with their parents at the conclusion of the K-2 Presentation Morning programme, 
or may return to class if needed, with their teachers, where activities will be organised for 
the remainder of the day.   
 
Term 4 will conclude on Wednesday, 6 December, 2017, with our Scone Grammar School 
Speech Day and Prize Presentation which w ill commence at 9:30am in the 
marquee on the School grounds.  All students should wear full School Summer Uniform.  I 
look forward to sharing these very special occasions with you. 

 
I do want to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank the Primary staff for their amazing efforts 
throughout this year.  It is such a privilege to work with such dedicated educators and such very special 
people.  Thank you parents also for your support and partnership.  My very best wishes for the Christmas 
season and holiday break.  I look forward to seeing you next week as we finish off this year together. 
 
Good Humour for the Week  
How do alligators cook their food?  In croc pots! 
How do rabbits travel?  By hare-plane! 
How do bay hens dance?  Chick to Chick! 
 
Congratulations to Daniel O’Regan (Year 6 Blue), Charlie Mitchell (Year 4 Gold), Christian Sowter (Year 6 
Gold), April Malone (Kindergarten Gold), Isabella Dunley (Year 2 Blue) and Ruby Stephens (Kindergarten 
Gold), who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I do wish each of these students all the best as they 
enjoy this happy occasion and share this very special time with their family and friends. 
 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations to (L-R) Ella Manwarring, Ethan 
Lighezzolo, Luke Baker, Jason Liggezzolo, Mitchell 
Baker on their special awards received at Assembly for 
making a difference - helping clean up graffiti in 
Muswellbrook. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
When it comes to considering the central meaning of Christmas, perhaps no one says it better than Helen 
Steiner Rice, who writes… 
 

Christmas is a season for joy and merrymaking, 
A time for gifts and presents, for giving and taking; 

A festive, friendly, happy time when everyone is gay; 
And cheer, good will and laughter are part of Christmas Day. 

 
For God wants us to be happy on the birthday of His Son, 

And that is why this season is such a joyous one. 
For long ago the angels rejoiced at Bethlehem; 

And so down through the ages We have followed after them. 
 

But in our celebrations of merriment and mirth, 
Let's not forget the miracle of the Holy Christ Child's birth. 

For in our gay festivities it is easy to lose sight 
Of the Baby in the manger and that Holy silent night. 

 
For Christmas in this modern world is a very different scene, 
From the stable and the Christ child So peaceful and serene. 
For now we think of Christmas as glittering gifts and such, 
Things for eager eyes to see and reaching hands to touch. 

 
But we miss the mighty meaning and we lose the greater glory, 
Of the Holy Little Christ Child and the Blessed Christmas Story. 
If we don't keep Christ in Christmas and make His love a part, 

Of all the joy and happiness that fill our home and heart. 
 

For without the Holy Christ Child what is Christmas but a day, 
That is filled with empty pleasures that will only pass away. 
But by keeping Christ in Christmas we are helping to fulfil, 

The glad tidings of the angels ... peace on earth to men, good will. 
And the Father up in heaven looking down on earth, will say ... 

You have kept Christ in your Christmas, now I'll keep you all the way! 
 
How might you be able to keep Christ in Christmas this year? My tip… it starts in our own hearts.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Matthew 1:18-23 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us.  
Pray for: End of year events (Year 6 Celebration Chapel and evening, Carols, Speech and Prize Giving 
Days); Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For the school building project; For families and 
students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   
 

http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/Matthew+1%3A18-23+/
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


From the Head of Secondary 
 
I started this week feeling tired and a bit worn out, so I started to reflect on what we had done this year. 
I looked at how many opportunities our students had to explore the world outside our school gates. 
Numerous trips to the theatre, the Opera House for Music, Glendale Gym, Shortland Wetlands, the 
Museum of Health, HSC study days in Sydney for many subjects and these are just some of the non-
sporting events I can remember. Add to that five secondary camps and I am starting to realise why the 
students are as tired as me. The other thing I notice about the students is how enthusiastically they have 
thrown themselves into all of these activities and how much joy they have had from them.  
 
I was most enthused at the end of last week when I heard a Year 10 student talking to a Year 7 student 
about camp. Neither of the students had been to Sydney before and were quite apprehensive about the 
city; however, after four days there the Year 10 student was happy to report that although Sydney was 
big and noisy it wasn’t nearly as scary as they had thought. The next part of their conversation intrigued 
me as the Year 10 student went on to describe a conversation with a friend at a Sydney school who 
hadn’t been to as many places in Sydney as our students had! 
 
So my message this week is, no matter how tired we feel at the end of a busy year, remember all the 
good things we have done and how many learning opportunities our students have had. 
 
“Perseverance is the hard work you do after you get tired of doing the hard work you already 
did.” Newt Gingrich 
 
“I would rather be completely exhausted from the hard times which breed success ….than 
well rested from achieving nothing.” Anon 
 
Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

Duke of Edinburgh—Silver Award 
 
Year 11 Student, Luke Edwards, recently qualified for the 
Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award. Mr Feeney presented 
Luke with his certificate and badge at Thursday’s 
Assembly. Participation in the Silver Award is offered to 
students who have previously completed their Bronze 
Award. Qualification for the Silver Award requires 
students to show an extra level of commitment towards 
their personal development and community service. Luke 
completed expeditions in the Barrington Tops wilderness 
and focused on community service that assisted Scone 
Junior Rugby League. We congratulate him on this 
achievement.      
 
Mr Dan Garland 
Duke of Edinburgh Co-ordinator 
 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Memories from The Yellow Cottage End of Year Celebration 
 
 

Merry 

Christmas to 

Everyone and 

a Happy New 

Year 



P&F News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents & Friends, 
 
It is hard to believe that we are nearing the end of our school year.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your continued support.  On that note, thank you to all who volunteered and assisted with 
our Homemade Handmade Market.  The initial figure shows that we had a very successful fund raising 
afternoon which will help substantially with the beautification of our Primary playground. 
 
Thank you Katie McCann.  
Katie has been the P&F Secretary for the past three years.  Katie has done an outstanding job taking 
Minutes and managing all communication with efficiency and great professionalism.  Katie is an active 
contributor within our school community along with her husband, Grant. We wish Katie, Grant, Stella and 
Billy all the best in their new school environment. 
 
Farewells also to: 
Mrs Anne Maree Foote, Mrs Leah Steedman, Mrs Deb Moore, Mr Rob & Mrs Libby Tesoriero and Mr 
Graeme Feeney. 
 
I do want to make special mention of Graeme who has been a part of our school family for 21 years.  As I 
have said many times Mr Feeney has not only been our Primary Principal, he has always been an 
exemplary role model and a person of great integrity.  We will miss his ‘Dad Jokes”, his handshakes at the 
gate and his genuine care for all our children.  We wish Graeme, his family, together with all those who 
are leaving our community, a future rich in happiness and love.   
 
On behalf of the P&F, I wish all parents and friends of SGS a safe joyful Christmas and a safe return in 
2018. 
 
 

 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone in the SGS Community who supported the Homegrown 
Handmade Markets - whether it was supplying Homebaked Cakes & Cookies, 
Tomobola Jars, Basil Seeds, working in the Grammar Grind Café, slaving over a 
hot BBQ, working on the drinks stall, helping to set up…….THANK YOU!! 
 
We will announce the final profit figure as soon as all costs have been allocated. 
We hope you all enjoyed the afternoon. 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Term 4, 9 October to  6 December 
 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Friday 24 November 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Carrington 
 
Week 8 (A) 
Friday 1 December 
Fiona Bailey, Katie McCann 
 
Week 9 (B) 
Monday 4 December 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 5 December 
Jenny Crackett, Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 6 December 
Speech Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenny and Fiona would like to thank the 

wonderful volunteers who continued to 

support and assist throughout 2017 and 

look forward to welcoming them back next 

year! 

 

Wishing all a very Merry Christmas with 

a safe, happy and healthy 2018 to follow. 

 

 

 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 4, 9 October to 6 December  
 
 
Week 7 (B) 
Thursday 23 November 
Foundation Meeting 
Friday 24 November 
Years 7 – 10 Camps return 
 
Week 8 (A) 
Friday 1 December 
Year 6 Celebration Day 
 
Week 9 (B) 
Monday 4 December 
Carols & Foundation’s Sausage Sizzle 
Tuesday 5 December 
K-2 Presentation Day commencing 10.00am 
Wednesday 6 December 
Years 3-12 Prize Giving Day commencing 
9.30am 
 

Term 1, 2018 Commences Monday 29 
January to Friday 13 April 

 
Monday 5 February 
Primary & Secondary Leaders’ Induction  
Service 
Tuesday 6 February 
OnStage - Yrs 8,9,10&12 Drama 
Wednesday, 7 February 
Student ID photos 
Friday 9 February 
Meet the Music Seminar 
 

2018 Upcoming Dates 
 
Friday 16 February 
New Parents’ Function 
“Bare Foot Bowls” – Foundation 
 
Tuesday 27 February 
HICES Debating – Round 1 
 
Thursday 1 March 
Years 7, 10 & 11 Vaccinations 
 
Friday 9 March 
Grandparents’ Day 


