
Thursday 22 February, 2018 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
In Week 4 of our Term we have had a variety of exciting opportunities 
for learning right across the School from TYC to Year 12 and of course 
the staff. Being part of a learning community is exciting as we all 
grapple with knowledge and skills and strive to utilise all of these 
things to grow and be the best that we can be. Striving often means 
we push ourselves and make mistakes and this is important in our 
learning growth, not something that is bad. Grammar Minds and 
continuing conversations about the learning dispositions will enable 
growing learners across the School. 
 
Family Bowling Night 
The Family Bowling Night organised by the Foundation was an 
outstanding success. It was a great deal of fun for all and a great way 
for members of our school to relax together. A big thank you to El 
Wilkinson and the Foundation for the idea and the energy to make it 
happen. 

 
We have Grandparents and Special Friends Day coming up in a few weeks. Make sure you have 
invited your special visitor for 9 March to come and join us at School. On this day, we will be 
officially opening the Secondary Teaching and Learning Centre and the Playground Landscaping, 
as part of the Concert. Following the second round of classroom visits, the P & F will be hosting a 
sausage sizzle to celebrate the Playground opening. So Grandparents and Special visitors will be 
able to enjoy lunch on the grounds thanks to the P & F.; Grammar Grind will also be open for 
those who want to enjoy some special treats and a good coffee. 
 
We were all thankful for some rain earlier in the week and continue to pray for more to bless the 
land. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Australia Day, saw the recognition and acknowledgement of the Head Teacher of Mathematics from 
a Public School in Sydney. Mr Eddie Woo is known for his online maths classes on YouTube. He founded 
‘Wootube’ after posting tutorial videos online for a student with cancer who was unable to attend class. 
 
I read through the transcript of Mr Woo’s acceptance speech and it completely captured so many of the 
reasons why teachers do what they do. I think the following few quotes completely sum it up… 
 
“Being a teacher gives me the opportunity to see and savour the very best of what Australia is. I get to 
see students dream of what they might one day become and achieve. I see them aspire to cure disease, 
to tackle climate change and fight for the rights of the disenfranchised. I get to watch them grow into 
pastry chefs, engineers, nurses and even fellow educators - citizens who will make a positive difference in 
Australian society”. 
 
“I realised that I loved helping people learn. Seeing them grow - in their knowledge and skill, in their 
understanding of the world and in their realisation of what they themselves were capable of – seeing that 
was an immense source of joy that’s still the reason why I love teaching today”. 
 
“Fulfilment isn’t found in looking into yourself, it’s found in looking to others and having a heart to serve 
them with the gifts that you’ve been given. This is one of the things I love best about teaching: every 
child is gifted. I get the joy of discovering how they’re gifted and helping them learn to use their gifts. 
That’s why I’m passionate about what I do. Passion isn’t something we follow, passion is something we 
form, over time, as we discover what matters in our world and how we can make an impact on it”. 
 
 

K-1 Swim Fun Day – Friday 23 February 9am-12pm 
HICES Debating - Tuesday 27 February 
 
 

 
Word of the Week - COMPELLING: e.g. when I read the compelling novel, I  couldn't put it 
down until I got to the last page. 
ETYMOLOGY: Latin 
MEANING: evoking interest, attention, or admiration in a powerfully irresistible way. 
How we can use it this week: Find something that you love learning about so much, that it compels you 
to do your absolute best. 
   
Congratulations to Freddy Paradice (2 Gold), Harry Warner (5 Gold), Siena Kavanagh (K Gold) and 
Arabella Patterson (2 Blue) who are all celebrating birthdays this week. I wish these students all the best 
as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
Last week students from Scone Grammar School attended the first meeting of the 2018 UPPER HUNTER 
YOUTH COUNCIL. This was held at Scone Council Chambers. This leadership opportunity is a 
joint venture between Upper Hunter Shire Council and the Schools of the Upper Hunter. The UPPER 
HUNTER YOUTH COUNCIL ex ists to develop leadership skills in students through practical projects 
that they devise and undertake across the Shire to enable youth to engage in worthwhile causes and a 
broad range of events to increase connectedness and to build each other up.  
 
This year one of our Year 12 students, Liam Wallace, is one of three students who are part of the overall 
leadership team; Liam led this first meeting with confidence and skill. The team representing Scone 
Grammar School this year is Liam Wallace, Hayley Cook, Charlotte Heaton, Pip Watson, Erin Nichols, 
Hannah Gatwood, Sam Barry, Max Seale, Christian Sowter, Hannah Glen and Daniel Crowther. The 
students who attended this first meeting are to be commended for their commitment to the ideals of the 
programme and the level of enthusiasm they displayed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scone Grammar School was a keen participant in this council as we believe in providing opportunities for 
our students to develop and apply their leadership skills. Learning how to lead and serve is a key 
component of our strengths-based approach to the building up of our young people.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23 
Give thanks for: The varied opportunities students have to explore their talents here at SGS; God’s 
generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us.  
Pray for: Rain!; Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For the school building project; For families 
and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
For the last two Monday mornings, I have tried to teach one of my Year 12 Biology classes during first 
period. They all look like they are ready to go back to sleep and despite my energy and enthusiasm, I get 
very little work out of them. This has been the topic of conversation in many staff rooms this term and in 
homerooms and classes. The common theme from all of these conversations is the lack of breakfast our 
students are eating. 
 
In the wise words of my Biology colleague Mr Holland, "breakfast means to break the fast!" Our active 
and growing students often don't eat from 8pm one night to10.30am the next morning. Fourteen and a 
half hours without putting fuel in their engines means they don't have any energy for the morning. They  
lack the ability to concentrate and find it difficult to remain on task. There are lots of studies and research 
on the subject of the benefits of breakfast; please do your own research. What concerns me most is that 
we are ultimately preparing our senior students for exams at the end of Year 12, many of which are three 
hours in length and they appear as if they won't have the necessary fuel on board to concentrate well for 
that length of time. I don't normally give parenting and family advice, but I am sure the lack of breakfast 
in my class is the cause of their lethargy, so please consider what is happening for your students. Also 
please remember that breakfast doesn't need to be a traditional breakfast, last night's leftovers are a 
great source of protein. 
 
"When you have bacon and eggs for breakfast, the chicken makes a contribution, the pig 
makes a commitment." F. Shero  
 
Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 
 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

It has been such a pleasure to walk through our preschool and see all of the wonderful learning 
opportunities that the children at The Yellow Cottage are presented with every day.  
 
Our staff are committed to creating rich learning environments. These environments are safe and 
supportive and allow your children to participate in experiences and activities where they can explore 
and celebrate the person they are growing to be. During the last few weeks our teachers have been 
working to meaningfully engage children in the process of self-discovery and identity. We have 
provided them with ongoing, multiple opportunities to explore their interests, interact with exciting 
materials, try out new things, and learn. Our programmes have been designated to exploring 
diversity, children’s interests, passions, or unique talents. We embed these opportunities as part of 
our focus on promoting a healthy sense of self and identity throughout our days at The Yellow 
Cottage. This is Positive Education in action!!! 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 

Character Strength: Perspective 
“Offer good advice” 

 

Personal timetables empower students to be in charge of what they need to do and when they will do 
them. Using a personal timetable, students will be more:  

 mindful of and connected to what is happening right now; 

 likely to achieve what they set out to do;  

 create strong patterns of behaviour for their brains. 
 
The self-regulation strength encourages students to take greater ownership of their learning progress as:  

 their personal timetable is a contract with themselves; 

 completing a timetable and sticking to it will build their resilience to distractions; 

 they develop a sense of meaning and purpose for being at school;  

 it will provide them with more time for themselves by reducing “nothing time” between activities; 

 after living by their timetables for three weeks, they will realise themselves how it is making their 
lives better. A good strategy is to place a copy on the fridge.  

 
“Fortune favours the prepared mind.” Louis Pasteur  

Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 

Equestrian News 
Congratulations to Year 7 student Charlie Richardson, on his 2017 Equestrian achievements. This week 
Charlie attended the Equestrian NSW Excellence Awards night at the new Inglis complex at Warwick Farm 
where he was presented with 2 awards – 2017 NSW Inter Schools Overall Primary Champion Rider and 
NSW Inter Schools Primary Champion Eventer. 
 
While 2017 was a very busy and successful year for Charlie, 2018 is shaping up to being another 
rewarding year. Last weekend Charlie competed at SIEC (Sydney International Equestrian Centre) where 
he placed 2nd. Charlie says ‘he is very excited as now he has turned 13, he is able to move up a grade!’ 
Good luck Charlie for the events you compete in, throughout the remainder of this year.  
 
 
 
 



 



 



Youth Exchange Information Afternoon 
 
Are you interested in your child having an amazing overseas experience, either in the near future, or in 
a few years time? 
 
Your local Rotary Club can help provide such an experience with a 3 month, matched exchange to New 
Zealand, or, a 12 month exchange with a wide range of countries to choose from. 
 
Would you like to hear from current, returned students and parents about their experiences and the 
huge benefits to their students and families? 
 
Why not host a student from another country for 3 months and contribute to a great Australian 
experience for them? 
 
The Programme within our Rotary District is highly regarded across the world, and guarantees your 
child of a fantastic experience. 
 
To discover more about these amazing opportunities, you are invited to attend an information session 
on Saturday 24th March 2018 at Scone Bowling Club at 3.00pm 
For more information on Rotary Exchange programs w ithin the Upper Hunter, feel free to 
contact : 

 your local Rotary Club – In Scone -  Lindy Hunt on 0419 423 476  

 The Youth Exchange chairperson David Roach at yezfidar@outlook.com  

  go to www.rotary9670.org.au and access the Youth area. 
 
 

 

 

Scone Films 
 
Scone Films presents - Goodbye Christopher Robin, starring Domnhall Gleeson & Margot Robbie.  
It tells the true story of beloved children’s author, A. A. Milne and his son, Christopher Robin, whose toys inspired the 
magical world of Winnie the Pooh. 
   
Rated PG, it will screen at 7.30, Friday 23 February, at their pop-up cinema at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, Oxford 
Road, Scone.  Tickets are $12.  To be sure of a ticket, purchase in advance from our website or at Hunt a Book, 
Scone.   

http://www.rotary9670.org.au


 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Term 1 -  Monday 29 January to Friday, 13 
April 
 
 
Week 4(B) 
Friday 23 February 
Kindergarten & Year 1 Swim Fun Day 
 
Week 5(A) 
Monday 26 February 
Tuesday 27 February 
HICES Debating Round 1 
Tamworth Frogs Hockey Competition 
Wednesday 28 February 
All Schools' Triathlon Individuals 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 1 March 
Vaccinations – Years 7, 10 and 11 
Primary Rugby 7s U10 & U12 
All Schools' Triathlon – Teams 
Friday 2 March 
Blandford Horse Sports 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary) to 12 
March 
 
Week 6(B) 
Sunday 4 March - Monday 5 March 
Year 12 Geography Fieldwork 
Monday 5 March 
HRIS Primary Football Trials 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary) to 12 
March 
Kinder Bus Safety Visit 
Tuesday 6 March 
Tamworth Frogs Hockey Competition 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary) to 12 
March 
Elevate Study Seminar Year 7 
Young Australia Workshop 
Primary 7s Comp - Rugby U10 & U12 
Wednesday 7 March 
Year 12 Studies of Religion - Mosque visit 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary) to 12 
March 
Elevate Study Seminar Years 9 & 10 
HRIS Secondary Hockey Gala/Trials 
Thursday 8 March 
Year 8 Geography Fieldwork 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary) to 12 
March 
HRIS Prim Swimming - Division 1 
National Youth AI Summit to 11 March 
Careers Session Years 10-12 (in afternoon) 
Friday 9 March 
Grandparents' Day 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary) to  
12 March 
Official opening STLC 10.40am 

Canteen Roster   

 
Term 1 -  Monday, 29 January to Friday, 13 
April 
 
 
Week 4 B) 
Friday 23 February 
Jenny Crackett, Helen Smith 
 
Week 5(A) 
Monday 26 February 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 27 February 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 28 February 
Jenny Crackett, Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 1 March 
Jenny Crackett, Sarah Stanford 
Friday 2 March 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Carrington, Amelia Wil-
kinson 
 
Week 6(B) 
Monday 5 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 6 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 7 March 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 8 March 
Fiona Bailey, Charlotte Parry-Okeden 
Friday 9 March 
Fiona Bailey 
Grandparents’ Day 

  


