
Thursday 8 February, 2018 

 
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We have had a very positive first two weeks of the year and there is a 
strong sense of energy around the School. 
 
The Student Leaders’ Induction Service was a very special occasion on 
Monday. Taking the time to celebrate with these students and formally 
badge them is always a positive opportunity to consider leadership 
and its place in school life and how we can and should use our 
strengths to impact our community. Please uphold our student leaders 
in your prayers as they commence their roles and seek to support 
other students in our school. 
 
The Primary Swimming Carnival was filled with colour, fun and great 

competition. The support of all students and the talent shared by our capable swimmers again 
stood out on the day. As always, the strong support of many parents and family was greatly 
appreciated. 
 
As we commence our run of Parent Information Evenings I hope it is a start of you connecting 
with school in the educational journey with your child or children. 
 
Don’t forget the Family Bowls night opportunity and register your interest with Mrs El Wilkinson via 
email ewi90686@bigpond.net.au or mobile 0410 602 858 so you can be a part of the fun and part 
of welcoming those new to SGS.   
 
STLC Stage 1a Opening – Friday 9 March 
Please put the opening of the STLC Stage 1 into your diaries for Friday 9 March, Grandparents 
Day. All members of the school community are welcome to attend the Opening.   
 
Please pray for rain for our area and especially for those who rely on it for their livelihoods. 
 
Paul Smart 

Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

School Captains: Anna Atkinson and Tristan Taylor 
Primary Captains: Hannah Glenn and Daniel Crowther 

mailto:ewi90686@bigpond.net.au


From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
The Primary Swimming Carnival is always a wonderful occasion and this year was no different. Our 
Primary House Captains ensured  their houses were in full voice with their war cries and brightly decked 
out in their house colours. I continue to be impressed with the quality of some of our swimmers and to 
see five records broken, including a record that had stood for twenty years, was extraordinary. Well done 
to record breakers Isabella Henderson and Max and George Patterson . The overall point score remained 
close all day and I extend my congratulations to Pulling House who came out in first place with Ledger 
second and Jones third. I also congratulate our Age Champions and Runners-Up. No doubt our team we 
send off to HRIS swimming will be a strong one. A special thank you to parents and friends for showing 
your support and encouragement poolside, it means a lot to the students. Thanks also to Miss Day for her 
organisation. Feedback from the pool staff was that our carnival was a ‘well-oiled machine’! 
  
Parent Information Nights commence tonight at 7pm with K-3 taking place in their respective classrooms. 
Years 4-6 are on next Tuesday, also at 7pm. This is a great chance for a ‘meet and greet’ and to find out 
a little more about what will be happening in your child’s classroom throughout the year.  
 
It was a privilege to commission our Primary SRC Reps 
at Primary Assembly this week. This is an important 
position as the Reps effectively become the voice for 
their peers on issues aimed at bettering our school 
environment. Other responsibilities include attending 
meetings to discuss potential school fundraisers and 
working collaboratively with the Secondary SRC. Our 
Semester One Primary SRC Reps are:  
 
Yr 3: Nate Brayley and Zara Gill 
Yr 4: Hugo Shann and Emmie Shuttleworth 
Yr 5: Charlton Hall and Clare Wilkinson 
 
 

 
K-3 Info Night    Thursday, 8 February 7:00pm 
4-6 Info Night      Tuesday, 13 February 7:00pm 

 
 

 
 
Word of the Week -  
TRANSCEND: e.g. God is the reality which  transcends and includes both nature and humanity. 
ETYMOLOGY: old French/Latin 
MEANING: be or go beyond the range of limits 
How we can use it this week: aim to transcend above and beyond your goals this term, and you will 
succeed.  
   
Congratulations to Riley Fogarty (6 Gold), Maggie Callinan (3 Gold), Elsie Kennedy (2 Blue), Jackson 
Selwood (3 Blue), Ollie Hatherly (1 Gold), Jack Murphy (3 Gold), George Patterson (4 Blue) and Harry 
Goodhew (6 Gold) who are all celebrating birthdays this week.  I wish these students all the best as they 
enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
This week I am looking forward to spending time with Year 7 and 11 at their Leadership Day. This day, to 
be held at Scone Rugby Club is set aside for Year 7 students to get to know one another, their House 
Patrons and Year 11 peer mentors better. Having strong positive relationships with their peers is an 
important component of their well-being and thus, learning potential. Events such as these 
are based on a strengths based approach to learning.  

 
This week I would like to highlight a book that could be of great value to you as a parent as we seek to 
partner with you in bringing out the absolute best potential in our young people. The book is titled ‘The 
Strength Switch’ by Dr Lea Waters. You may have heard of Dr Waters and her work with Kambrya 
College in the recent TV Documentary ‘Revolution School’.  
 
This book explains the approach we are endeavouring to take with your young person here at Scone 
Grammar School; focusing on your child or teen’s strengths and building a stronger ‘person’. By showing 
us how to throw the ‘strength switch’, Dr Lea Waters demonstrates how we can help young people build 
resilience, optimism and achievement.  
 
In a recent review of this book we learn that “As a strength-based scientist for more than 20 years, 
Waters has seen how this approach enhances self-esteem and energy in both children and teenagers – 
and how parents find it an exciting and rewarding way to raise them.” “With many suggestions for 
specific techniques to interact with your children, Waters demonstrates how to discover their strengths 
and talents, use positive emotions as a resource, build strong brains, and even how to deal with problem 
behaviour and talk about difficult situations and emotions.”  
 
‘The Strength Switch’ will show parents that a small shift can yield enormous results! We share a common 
goal with you: to unlock your young person’s potential by helping them build their strengths. I 
recommend this book to you as a valuable source of guidance and encouragement as we partner in this 
responsibility. This book can be ordered via The Book Depository, by clicking here. 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: 1 Peter 4:10 
Give thanks for: A great start to 2018; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 
so we can have a way to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us 
Pray for: Early year events- Swimming carnivals and information evenings; For the school building 
project; For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s 
teacher/s! (specific prayer requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our 
weekly prayer group- not published in newsletter) 

Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au         

https://www.bookdepository.com/Strength-Switch-Lea-Waters/9781911344346
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%253A10&version=NIV
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
This Term has started with a frenzy of action, in and out of the classroom. This week has seen the Drama 
students go to Sydney on Tuesday to see the HSC OnStage production and on Wednesday our HSC 
Drama (film) student went to On Screen. However, the event we have all been eagerly awaiting is the 
Year 7/11 Peer Support Day on Friday. Let’s hope the weather is kind to us and that a good time is had 
by all. 
 
The roll out of Office 365 is progressing and most students should be able to access it by now. If that is 
not the case please let me know. Year 8 were part of a demonstration lesson on Wednesday using Teams 
and some of the other Office tools which will enable them to be more comfortable with the system, but 
also allowed for some teacher training which will then bubble through other classrooms. We have 
encountered a few technical issues as we transition to Microsoft email, so please if you have sent an 
email that you haven’t had a reply to please resend. 
 
Staff discussed the use of mobile phones this week in staff meeting and they are going to continue to 
enforce the rule that students will not be able to use their phone in class without the teacher’s permission 
and they will have them confiscated if they are caught with them. As students all have access to some 
other form of technology in class this will not inhibit learning and will possibly alleviate some unnecessary 
distractions. Staff will also monitor the use of these devices in the playground and discuss the matter 
further next time they meet. Please remember to contact the office during school hours to get messages 
to students, do not message the students directly. 
 
Monday night is the Year 7 Parent Information Evening and I look forward to seeing many of you at 6pm 
in the STLC. 
 
Most of the students have started the term looking very neat and tidy in their uniforms and I have 
encouraged them to continue this, however, there are a few hats and haircuts that need attention.  
 

Quote of the week 
“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across the waters to create many ripples.” 
Mother Teresa 
 

Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

The most important goal for us at The Yellow Cottage at the beginning of the year is generating a 
sense of belonging for each and every child and family. Positive relationships are built on points of 
connection. As Early Childhood Educators we already have one very obvious point of connection with 
each family member - their child. To build a genuine connection we need to take the time to have 
meaningful conversations with families about their children. 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Curriculum Corner 
 
The 2018 Kia Ora Music Camp is on again this year from 21 – 23 March. 
Students from Year 3 upwards are eligible to attend the camp which offers a 
variety of wonderful music making activities across the 3 days. The camp is 
held here in Scone during normal school hours and finishes with a Gala 
Concert on the Friday evening where all of the various groups perform the 

music they have been preparing. 
 
The main activities available this year include Primary and Secondary Choir, Concert Band, Strings, 
Advanced Vocals and for the first time, Rock Ensemble. Students also have a range of electives that they 
can choose from. There will be Dance, Taiko Drumming, Body Percussion and Big Band. 
 
All ensembles and elective activities are directed by visiting professional musicians. 
 
More detailed information on each ensemble and directors is included in the information pack. As a guide, 
students must be learning an instrument to do Band or Strings. Choir is open to anyone. 
 
If your child is interested in attending Kia Ora, or if you have any questions in this regard, please see 
either myself or Mrs Saunders for an information/enrolment pack. All forms and payments are to be 
returned directly to the Upper Hunter Shire Council. 
 
 
Jason Buckley 
Head of Music Faculty 
jbuckley@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 
 



Sport News 
 
Primary Swimming Carnival 2018 
On Tuesday, 6 February, Primary held their annual Swimming Carnival. The grandstand was colourful 
with house decorations and students were ready for a big day of competition. It was another hot day 
and great swimming weather. I think it is the loudest war cries I have heard coming from the 
grandstand in a couple of years. Our house captains were really in the spirit this year.  
 
Congratulations to the following students who broke records on the day: 
 
Isabella Henderson 10 Years Girls  50m Freestyle  36.21 
        50m Backstroke  46.30 
        50m Butterfly  48.40 
        100m Freestyle  1.22.83 
        200 IM   3.32.42 
 
George Patterson  10 Years Boys  50m Backstroke  45.40 
        200 IM   3.36.63 
       
Max Patterson  12 Years Boys  50m Breaststroke 44.24 
 
 

Age Champions 
    Girls      Boys  
8 Years Under  Charlotte Arnott  30  Jackson Selwood  23 
    Arabella Patterson 29  Oliver Scott   20 
 
9 Years   Skye Russell  40  Luke Baker   30 
    Jennie McGrath  20  Oliver Hodges  16  
 
10 Years   Isabella Henderson 48  George Patterson  48 
    Alex Ryan   36  Andrew Crowther  34 
 
11 Years   Harriet Gidley-Baird 23  Ethan Jones  36 
    Addison Goodwin  18  Paul Russell  36 
          Joshua Chopin  21 
    
12 Years    Sofia Edlington   48  Max Patterson  48 
    Lanni Ryan   29  Daniel Crowther  34 
 
 
Thank you to all the parents who came along to support their children on the day and a big thank you to 
the parents who helped with the running and pack up of the Carnival. It is very much appreciated as the 
Carnival would not be able to run without your support.  
 
Big congratulations to Pulling house as winners for 2018 
 
Primary House Results:    
1st  Pulling 570    
2nd  Ledger 519     
3rd  Jones  453    



 



Rowing News  
 
Our SGS rowers have had a busy start to the year by attending two regattas over the weekend. On 
Saturday Aurora Manwarring and Tim Caslick competed in the Lake Macquarie Regatta at Berry Park, 
Morpeth. Tim was able to race with boys from the Lake Macquarie Club and Aurora raced with crews 
from the Endeavour Rowing Club. The conditions on the day were very challenging. After a morning 
of beautiful flat water, the tide turned, the wind came up and we even had rain (something people 
who live in the Upper Hunter don’t often experience!) The conditions were so bad at one point the 
usual 1000m races were taking the times of 1750m races! Our students were amazing in their 
resilience to compete in these conditions with Tim placing 3rd in both his single and double skull 
events and Aurora came 5th in her double, 3rd in her quad and 1st in her single skull! Aurora received a 
medal for this fantastic result. 
 
On Sunday the regatta was run by the Endeavour Rowing Club again at Berry Park. Holly McDonald 
joined Tim and Aurora and all three raced in four events each which was a massive effort for our 
young rowers. After a 3rd in the mixed double with Holly and a 2nd in his single, Tim again joined with 
Lake Macquarie rowers to win both his double skull and quad events for which he received medals. 
This was all very exciting for his spectators! Aurora and Holly were unlucky not to place in their Under 
16 double skull. After a great start and leading to the 500m mark they had a boat malfunction which 
destroyed their chances of placing which was disappointing for them. Again the conditions were 
horrendous for their single skull races and both Aurora and Holly are to be commended for their 
perseverance particularly Holly as it was her first ever single skull race and she showed great 
determination to finish. Aurora and Holly finished a great day by placing 3rd in their D grade double 
skull.  
 
I am so proud of my young rowers. They are so enthusiastic, motivated and dedicated in their attitude 
to their rowing. It is a pleasure to support them in their rowing journey. I would also like to again 
thank their wonderful supportive parents who are a joy to have at the regattas 
 

Chris Brennan 
Rowing Co-ordinator 
 
 
 



 
 

15 TEAMS COMMITTED 
ALREADY! 

Come on….we would love to see you 
there! 

Relaxed family-friendly atmosphere, 
lots of laughs …….and just a little bit of 
fun! Not too late to join in . Email/text 

El Wilkinson. 



Equestrian News 
 
Tuesday Horse Sports will commence on 27 February from 3:15 – 5pm. The students w ill walk to 
White Park under teacher supervision where they will meet their parents, saddle up and ride under the 
direction of their coaches. 
 
Please email adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au if you are returning to Tuesday Horse Sports this year or are 
joining this group for the first time. 
 
Blandford Horse Sports is our first interschool competition for 2018. It is on Friday 2 
March, entries are on the school webpage and must be handed into the school office no later than 
Monday 19 February. All the entry forms MUST be completed or entries will not be 
accepted. 
 
School saddle cloths and helmet covers are available from the Clothing Shop. 
 
Equestrian Australia Equi Skills programme will commence this term for Secondary students. Belinda 
Bailey, a qualified EA coach will be assessing the students on a regular basis. Please email 
adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au if you intend to commence this programme. 
 

Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-ordinator 

 

Lego Sets 
 
Year Three would love to create some wonders using LEGO 
Technic sets. 
 
If your children have outgrown their LEGO sets please 
consider donating them to Year Three – we would be 
extremely grateful. 
 
Anne Davies 
Teacher of Three Gold  

mailto:adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au
mailto:adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au


News from the P&F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear SGS Parents & Friends, 
 
At the beginning of the week, new toys and equipment 
were purchased and made available to our children in 
our newly renovated playground space. There was 
great excitement and plenty of smiles.  
The money used to purchase this new equipment was 
gifted to us by last year’s, Year 12. Thank you SGS  
Class of 2017! 
 
 
Mr Feeney’s Gift 
There have been many people approaching us about Mr Feeney’s farewell gift. It was a very hectic 
time at the end of last year and many people who wanted to contribute to Mr Feeney’s farewell gift, 
missed out. If you would like to contribute, there is still an opportunity to do so. Contributions can be 
electronically transferred to our P&F account at: 
 
BSB: 032619 
Acc: 830282 
 
Alternatively, money can be sent to Student Services in an envelope marked, “Mr Feeney’s Gift”. A 
reminder that all funds raised will pay for Mr Feeney’s mural which is proudly displayed in our Primary 
Breezeway and all remaining funds will be used to purchase a travel gift card. We endeavour to give 
this to Mr & Mrs Feeney in the very near future.  
 

Dates to Remember 
 

 P&F Meeting  - Tuesday February 13 @ 5.30pm in Library 

 
  Please note the earlier time due to Parent Information Night later that evening. Everyone is 
  welcome to attend.  
 

 Lawn Bowls - Friday February 16 @ 5.00pm 

  Scone Bowling Club - guaranteed to be a fun night! 
 

 SGS Fete—Sunday 6 May, 2018 
  Please consider being part of our Fete team. Every dollar raised goes back to our children. 
  We hope to continue our work improving other areas of our school playground.  
 
Have a wonderful week! 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Di Gillett  
SGS P&F President 





 



 



 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Term 1 – Monday 29 January to Friday,  

13 April 
 
Week 2 (B) 
Friday 9 February 
Meet the Music Seminar 
Years 7 & 11 – Peer Support 
 
Week 3 (A) 
Monday 12 February 
HRIS Open Basketball Trials 
Year 7 Information Evening 
Tuesday 13 February 
Secondary Swimming Carnival 
Information Evening - Years 4, 5 & 6 
P&F Meeting – commencing 5.30pm 
Thursday 15 February 
Upper Hunter Youth Council 
Friday 16 February 
New Parents’ Function combined with the 
Foundation Committee’s Bowls Evening 
CIS Awards Presentation Evening 
 
Week 4 (B) 
Monday 19 February 
Tuesday 20 February 
HRIS Open Tennis Gala 
Wednesday 21 February 
Thursday 22 February 
Meet the Music 
Friday 23 February 
Kindergarten & Year 1 Swim Fun Day 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 1  Monday, 29 January to Friday,  

 13 April 
 
Week 2 (B) 
Friday 9 February 
Fiona Bailey, Erryn Day 
 
Week 3 (A) 
Monday 12 February 
Fiona Bailey 
Tuesday 13 February 
Fiona Bailey 
Secondary Swimming Carnival 
Wednesday 14 February 
Fiona Bailey, Debbie Roelfsema 
Thursday 15 February 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Carrington  
Friday 16 February 
Jenny Crackett, Kirralee Green 
 
Week 4 (B) 
Monday 19 February 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 20 February 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 21 February 
Fiona Bailey, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 22 February 
Fiona Bailey, Katie Shann 
Friday 23 February 
Jenny Crackett, Kerrily Adams 
 

          

Scone Girl Guides 
Contact: Christina Darlington 
0429 156 098 
 
 
Jnr Guides (5 – 9 year olds)  
Mondays 5:30 – 7pm 
 
Guides (10- 14 year olds)  
Thursdays 6:30 - 8pm 
 

1st Scone Scouts 
Contact:- Donna Hopkins  
0448 736 903 
 
Joey Scouts (6 & 7 year olds)  
Mondays 6:30 -7:30 pm 
Cub Scouts (8-10 year olds)  
Mondays 6:30 – 8pm 
Scouts (11-14 year olds)  
Thursdays 6:45 – 8:30pm 
Venturer Scouts (15 – 17 year olds)  
Thursdays 6:45 – 8:30pm 


