
Thursday 1 March, 2018 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 

‘Watch the Donut not the Hole’ 
 
I have been greatly encouraged to see the many responses to the 
2018 Motto around the school.  As I have visited classrooms and had 
the chance to see the variety of ways classes have used the motto to 
encourage the students to consider their strengths and have them 
acknowledged is a wonderful start to our consideration of our 
strengths and how we build them up and use them positively for our 
own growth, and for the benefit of others, our community and the 
wider community. 
 

Grandparents and Special Friends combined with the Openings 
 
Next Friday we will celebrate Grandparents’ Day as well as Officially Open the STLC and the new 
Playground Landscaping. Grandparents' Day is always a special day; we love hosting the  
important, special people in the lives of our students. 
 
We will have special guests on the day, including The Right Reverend Dr Peter Stuart, Bishop of 
Newcastle and The Hon Barnaby Joyce MP, Member for New England. Bishop Peter will dedicate 
the new facilities and Mr Barnaby Joyce will complete the opening as the Federal Government’s 
nominated representative. We are looking forward to this important celebration of these wonderful 
changes for our school, combined with the joy of having so many people visiting the school for 
Grandparents’ Day. 
 
Please continue to pray for rain to follow up the good falls we were so thankful for earlier in the 
week. 
 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
Grandparents’ Day 
It goes without saying that Grandparents play an enormous role in the life of a child. I know personally, 
that some of my fondest memories growing up involve the countless hours spent on the farm with my 
grandparents. Skimming rocks by the creek with Pop, helping on the dairy farm, backyard cricket, 
learning to drive, having way too much cordial mixed in with the water, and generally getting away with 
all the things that you couldn’t get away with from your parents! These really are moments I wouldn’t 
trade for the world.  
 
This is why Grandparents’ Day is one of my favourite days on the School calendar. To provide an 
opportunity for student’s grandparents, who really are a special part of our school community, to come 
and join in a range of classroom activities and be treated to a showcase concert.  It’s just a small way to 
say, thank you. Thank you for being such an asset to your grandchild’s life. We encourage all students to 
ask their Grandparents to join us on Friday March 9. This day will also include the official opening of the 
STLC Building as well as the new Primary Playground.   
 
Class Liaison Parents 
Another key role within our school community is the role of Class Liaison Parents (CLP). The CLP acts as a 
link between the classroom and the parent body and is aimed to promote and encourage parent 
participation of social events within the school and to also get parents on board with bigger events like 
our School Fete. 
 
We like to have two CLPs for each grade and are currently seeking one more CLP for the following 
grades: Kindergarten, Year 2, Year 5 and Year 6. 
 
If you are keen to put your name forward, could you please touch base with either the class teacher or 
Mrs Yvonne Clerke yvonne@glastonburyfarm.com.au 
 
 
 

Life Ed Van arrives this Friday! 
 
Grandparents’ Day March 9 

 
 
 
Word of the Week - Alacrity e.g. she accepted the invitation w ith alacrity! 
ETYMOLOGY: late middle English 
MEANING: brisk and cheerful readiness. 
How we can use it this week: Approach all tasks with great alacrity and you will achieve your goals.   
   
Congratulations to Matthew Edwards (6 Gold), Byron Fraser (4 Blue), Mia Turner (4 Blue), Edward Ray (6 
Blue), Shereen Jawaad (2 Gold) and Dolores Higgins (3 Gold) who are all celebrating birthdays this week. 
I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and 
friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How are you progressing with your 2018 goals? At this midpoint of the term, I have been thinking about 
student achievement and the roles that various people play in their development. The foundations of 
having a growth mindset and the principles of positive education suggest that when teachers and parents 
hold high aspirations for students, they progress on the flourishing spectrum at school.  
 
Aspirations are hopes, dreams, aims or ambitions.  
 
When we believe in their potential and tell them that we know they can succeed, it can help our young 
people build confidence and set higher expectations for themselves.  As parents we can let our young 
people know that we think it’s important they capitalise on their signature strengths to thrive in and out 
of the classroom. We can talk to our young people often about the dreams and plans they have for their 
future.  
 
We desire to partner with you in assuring them we know that we believe in their potential and abilities. 
When we hold high aspirations for students, they do better at school! You can read more about this topic 
at: www.education.gov.au/parent-information   
 
What are God’s goals for us? 
 
God has hopes and dreams for us! He has a perfect plan for each of us. I like the Bible verse from 
Jeremiah 29:11 that says ‘For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.’ In the very next verse, we learn more of 
what God’s hopes, dreams and ambitions are for us. It says ‘Then you will call upon me and come 
and pray to me, and I will hear you.’ God hopes that we will call on Him, pray to Him, seek Him and 
search for Him with all our hearts. It is in responding to Jesus that we can realise these hopes and 
dreams that God has for us.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Jeremiah 29:11  
Give thanks for: The gifts, such as our mind, that God has given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, 
the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and 
supporters who truly care for us;  
Pray for:  The school building project; families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment:  
your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate Atkinson 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
  
 
 

https://www.education.gov.au/parent-information
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A11+&version=NIV


Head of Secondary 
 
In my conversations with students this week, I have learnt new things and been encouraged by some.  
 
Two students I spoke with told me how much they were enjoying a particular class because they were 
being challenged in their learning of that subject for the first time in a long time. One of them told me he 
was learning to learn in a subject that had always come naturally to him. The enjoyment they were both 
getting out of something difficult was testament to the positive education and the Grammar Minds 
Programmes being run, as well as a joy to hear. 
 
However, another conversation this week concerned me.  
 
A sleepy student was complaining that their sleep had been disrupted the night before because other 
students kept messaging them at two and three o’clock in the morning. I pointed out to the student “your 
phone does have an off button and at 15 years of age there is nothing that is important enough to wake 
someone up in the middle of the night.”  
 
The student looked at me and told me their phone had only been off once and that was because it ran 
out of battery.  
 
I explained that between 7pm and 6am my phone lives in my kitchen on charge, with very little reception 
and on silent.  
 
Putting the device in another room has worked for this student and has ensured a good night’s sleep.  
 
What distresses me more about this whole situation is I am absolutely certain that the student’s parents 
had no idea how many nights this had been happening.  
 
I would like to encourage all families to talk about device usage and make sure the young growing minds 
we teach are getting a good night’s sleep. 
 
I learned this week how to do my nine times tables on my fingers.! Not because I didn’t know my nine 
times tables but because a group of students showed me how to do it on my fingers and it is really cool.  
 
If you have no idea what I am talking about, please search ‘Multiplying by Nine Using your Hands’ on 
YouTube and all will be explained, or ask me and I will show you. I would like to thank those students for 
an amazing lesson! 
 
I have been delighted to see parents popping into the Secondary classrooms lately. Please know you are 
all more than welcome but you do need to sign in first at the Administration Office. 
 
Quote of the week 
“If it doesn’t challenge you, it doesn’t change you.” – Fred De Vito 
 
“You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself in any 
direction you choose.” – Dr Seuss 
 

Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

This week is Wellness Week for staff at The Yellow Cottage. Each staff member was given a secret 
mission this week. They were given a buddy on staff and they had to design a poster to be displayed 
in the Staff Room to celebrate that member of staff without them finding out who did it. This has 
been a wonderful activity to build positive connections and to celebrate our amazing staff and their 
individual strengths. I thought it would be fun for our families to also share in these posters. Staff 
Wellbeing is very important at The Yellow Cottage. We work together to create an environment and 
culture where all members of the preschool community, including children, families and staff, feel 
supported and have the opportunity to flourish. 
 
This week I am including some of the quotes from these celebration statements. I hope they fill your 
bucket with joy the way they did ours.  

   
“Thank you for sharing your passion for children’s learning each and every day” 

 
“You are great at thinking outside the square and solving problems” 

 
“You have a wonderful ability to embrace all children with your kindness and 
encouragement.” 

 
 “Her love of glitter is magical, and when it comes to craft, she always gives it her all. She  

embraces all of the children with glee. Especially the ones that are three - just watch out for                
      the pee.” 
 
     “I love how you are dedicated to make a difference in each child and you see their best 

 qualities and strengths.” 
 
  “You have a gentle and caring nature. Your passion for your work is shown through your 

commitment in providing a room full of great ideas and learning opportunities for the                      
children.” 

 
“Thank you for being a person to look up to for your knowledge and experience.” 

 
“Thank you for your support, guidance and encouragement you provide each week.” 

 
“Thanks for always giving the MAX, caring and passionate about children!” 

 
“Thanks for being our war on waste champion, for making the challenge of sustainability a 
reality at TYC.” 

 
“You put others before yourself, you make the staff and all the children smile. We are so 
lucky  to have you and thank you for everything you bring to TYC.” 

 
 “It’s hard to put down words to describe such a friend, I appreciate you to no end.” 
“Thank you for providing endless opportunities for me to grow and develop as an educator            
 and for supporting me and giving me guidance every week.” 

 
“Thank you for your sunny attitude and your deep passion for letting the children be  true     
 to themselves.” 

 
 “The connections that you have with the children is something everyone strives for.” 
 
     “I love the way you make me laugh. Your humour deserves an autograph.” 
 
 “You are patient, kind, caring and giving to all of the children it’s so beautiful to see.” 
 

 Thank you for allowing me to share our incredible TYC Team.  



 

 
The Yellow Cottage Team 

2018 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Character Strength: Kindness 
“Be helpful and caring” 

 

 
 

Studies have shown that it is the frequency of positive 

emotions that builds students, others and our wellbeing, not 

the intensity, which creates feelings of hope and optimism 

for the future in everyone.  

Showing empathy for the needs and feelings of others and 

communicating that students understand and accept these 

things:  

 enables feelings of social connectedness in them, 

which is the greatest factor in building their wellbeing; 

 creates in them a belief that they can make a positive 

change in their own lives; 

 indicates that students care and believe that they 

matter, because they do;  

 broadens students’ attention and engagement to their 

situation, boosting their mindfulness;  

 fills both them and others with positive emotions. 

When listening to others, seek first to understand how they feel by focusing on their words attentively with 
our eyes, ears and heart. Beware of listening to our possible judgemental self-talk about their situation; it’s 
not about us, it’s about them.  

Showing empathy is about listening and connecting, not about suggesting solutions. 

 “Imagine how different the world would be if, in fact, we valued reading, writing, arithmetic 
and empathy” - Neil Degrasse 

Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Curriculum Corner 
 
HICES Debating Round 1 
 
On Tuesday 27 February six SGS Debating Teams travelled to Hunter Valley Grammar School in East 
Maitland to take part in Round 1 of the 2018 HICES Debating Competition with Mrs Deb Moore and Mrs 
Wendy Hunt. The six teams comprise of two Junior, three Middle and one Senior. 
 
The Junior Debate was That there should be a tax on household rubbish.  The Junior A Team was against 
Hunter Valley Grammar School White, taking the negative argument for the topic. Dan Crowther, Hannah 
Glenn, Sarah Clark and Scarlett Frampton won this debate and received excellent feedback from the 
adjudicator. Team B, with Thomas Burnett, Lottie Firth and Sofia Edlington had a narrow loss, putting up a 
sterling effort without a fourth speaker. 
 
We had three teams in the Middle Division discussing the topic That the Government should protect high 
street retailers from online shopping.  Team A took the affirmative position with Charlotte Kelly, Max Seale, 
Heidi Edlington and Adam Chesworth losing to Newcastle Grammar School (White). Team B, with Emme 
Mitchell, Lexi Walsh, Hamish Guiana and Emily Winfield had the negative argument and won against 
Newcastle Grammar School (Blue).  Team C, with Destiny Wilton, Harriette Firth, Dan O’Regan and Bridget 
Burnett, also taking the negative argument, won against Lakes Grammar. All teams received positive 
feedback from the adjudicators. 
 
In the Senior Division, SGS had the affirmative argument for an impromtu debate on the topic Facebook 
changes the nature of friendship. Fletcher Glenn, Ruby Wong, Hayley Cook and Lachlan Robinson won 
against Bishop Tyrell Anglican College and the adjudicator was impressed with the language they used and 
the way they engaged with the topic.  
 
Thanks to Mrs Wendy Hunt for accompanying us and adjudicating one of the Junior Division Debates and 
Mr Darren Crowther for driving one of the buses. I am impressed with the group of students from Years 6 
to 10 who have been so committed to the weekly debating meetings each Thursday afternoon. I was very 
proud everyone for their exemplary behaviour.  
 
Round 2 will be held at Newcastle Grammar School on March 15. 
 
Mrs Deb Moore 
Debating Coordinator 

dmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 

Equestrian News 
Important information for all those competing at Blandford Horse Sports this Friday. 
 
A Horse Health Declaration must be completed and handed in at the gate on the day of competition. You 
will not be allowed into the competition without this form. A number of these were completed and handed 
in with entries – these will NOT BE accepted as the declaration refers to the three days before competition. 
A Horse Details Fit for Purpose form must also be completed and handed to me (team Manager)– I have a 
few of these – if you have not completed one please do – Both forms are on the school website. 
We will not be competing at Willow Tree Horse Sports as it conflicts with a whole school event on 16 
March. 
 

Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-ordinator 



Reminder—Secondary Pick Up/Drop Off Location 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The drop off / pickup area is located in front of the Secondary Staff Cottage (house next to the Admin 
building in Hill Street).  This area has been allocated by the Shire for the safe arrival / departure of our 
students.  
 
This Zone is a no parking area between the times specified on the signs.   
 
During drop off and Pick up time you stop parallel to the kerb long enough for your children 
to get in / out of the car.   
 
You do not park in this Zone waiting for your children to arrive.   
The Police will book you as has occurred last year.  If you arrive early please park further up the street 
and meet your children there.   
 
Please use the Pickup/Drop off Zone for its designated purpose and not the Bus Zone for 
pickup and drop off. 
 
The broken lines marked in this area indicate you can park there only outside of the designated times 
the Zone is operating.  This Zone operates between 8am - 9.30am in the morning and 2.30pm and 4pm 
in the afternoon. 
 

Clean Up Australia Day, Sunday 4 March 
 
 
Upper Hunter Shire Council:  Register at Elizabeth Park from 9.00am to 10.15am; Please RSVP to 6540 

1328; 
 

 Murrurundi:  Register at the Visitors ’ Information Centre at 10.00am and join the Murrurundi 
Pages River Warriors to clean up along the banks of the Pages River; 

  Please RSVP to 6540 1350; 

 Merriwa:  Register at the Lions ’ Driver Reviver Station at 8.00am and help the Merriwa District 
Progress Association.  For further details phone 6548 2245; 

 Muswellbrook Shire Council:  Register at W ilk inson Avenue (follow  the signs) from 
9.00am to 12 noon and in Denman, register at Merino Street, from 9.00am to 12 noon.  Please 
RSVP to Council Chambers - 6549 3700 

 
Remember to bring a hat, sunscreen, a water bottle and protective footwear. Clean up is followed by 
Refreshments. 



Save the Date 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Monday 29 January to Friday, 13 April 
Week 5 (A) 
Friday 2 March 
Blandford Horse Sports 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary) to 12 March 
 
Week 6 (B) 
Sunday 4 March 
Clean Up Australia Day  
Sunday 4 March - Monday 5 March 
Year 12 Geography Fieldwork 
Monday 5 March 
HRIS Primary Football Trials 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary) to 12 March 
Tuesday 6 March 
Tamworth Frogs Hockey Competition 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary) to 12 March 
Elevate Study Seminar Year 10 
Young Australia Workshop 
Primary 7s Comp - Rugby U10 & U12 
TO BE CONFIRMED 
Wednesday 7 March 
Year 12 Studies of Religion - Mosque visit 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary) to 12 March 
Elevate Study Seminar Years 7 & 9 
HRIS Secondary Hockey Gala/Trials 
Thursday 8 March 
Year 8 Geography Fieldwork 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary) to 12 March 
HRIS Primary Swimming - Division 1 
National Youth AI Summit to 11 March 
Careers Session Years 10-12 (in afternoon) 
Friday 9 March 
Grandparents' Day 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary) to 12 March 
Official Opening STLC 10.40am followed by the  
Official Opening of the Primary Landscaping 
Saturday 10 March 
Seussical Jr. Musical Working Bee at SGS 
 
Week 7 (A) 
Monday 12 March 
National Young Leaders' Day 
HRIS Primary Netball Trials 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary) – last day 
Tuesday 13 March 
Tamworth Frogs Hockey Comp 
HRIS Secondary 15s Netball Trials 
Wednesday 14 March 
HRIS Secondary Swimming Div 2 
Thursday 15 March 
D of E Expedition – Bronze to 16 March 
HICES Debating Round 2 
“Vividae” plus 16 March 
Friday 16 March 
D of E Expedition – Bronze – return 
“Vividae” 

Canteen Roster    

 
Monday, 29 January to Friday, 13 April 
 
Week 5 (A) 
Friday 2 March 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Carrington 
 
Week 6(B) 
Monday 5 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 6 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 7 March 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 8 March 
Fiona Bailey, Charlotte Parry-Okeden 
Friday 9 March 
Fiona Bailey 
Grandparents’ Day 
 
Week 7(A) 
Monday 12 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 13 March 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 14 March 
Fiona Bailey, Timea Brayley 
Thursday 15 March 
Jenny Crackett, Bronwyn Redgate 
Friday 16 March 
Catherine Russell, Diana Gillett 

Looking for Families to 
host Indian Exchange 
student coming to SGS 

from Welham Boys 
School.  

When: Term 3, July to 
September, 2018 

 
If interested please 

contact  
Josh Noble 

jnoble@sgs.nsw.edu.au 


