
Thursday 15 March, 2018 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We have very exciting end-of-week activities with the students being 
involved in Vividae. Vividae is a creative and practical activities 
programme we have organised for Thursday and Friday, giving the 
students opportunity to be inquisitive, creative and challenged in a 
wide variety of sessions run by experienced passionate mentors. We 
have been well-supported by skilled professionals across the creative 
arts, horticulture, mechanics, literature, construction, cooking and 
design. I am sure our students will benefit greatly from the 
programme. 
 
We are delighted to also have Rachael Beck, one of Australia’s most  
in-demand performers and actresses spend 2 days with our ‘Seussical 
Jr.’ cast and crew. Rachael will work with these students covering 
performance practice, block acting and teaching choreography and 
how to manage and resolve performance anxiety. 
 

While the students are actively involved in Vividae, a large number of the staff from across the 
school (P – 12), will be completing the Visible Wellbeing Training with Lea Waters. This is 
international training in Positive Education and will assist us to continue to strengthen our skills in 
this area and to help develop our whole school plan. 
 
Grandparents’ Day and the Opening of the new Facilities on Friday was an outstanding day of 
celebration as we opened the STLC and the Primary Playground Landscaping and hosted our 
wonderful Grandparents and significant others. We also had special guests present for the 
opening, including Bishop Peter, our new Bishop of Newcastle and Barnaby Joyce, representing the 
Federal Government. Such a significant occasion combined with a favourite event on our school 
calendar. I would like to thank all those who worked together to make this event so positive. 
 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you 
 
What an amazing day we had at Scone Grammar last Friday as we celebrated Grandparents’ Day.  
Attendance was wonderful and it was such a delight to see Grandparents engaged with their 
grandchildren in the classroom environment (and t-ball field). I did notice that there was somewhat of a 
theme where students were interviewing their Grandparents with the aim to compare what school life, or 
life in general, was like when they were young to what our students experience today. From all accounts 
the majority of our visiting Grandads and Pops received the cane!! Just for the record we will not be 
reintroducing this (for now). 
 
I have encouraged the students to thank their Grandparents for making it such a special day and for 
adding another chapter to an ever-growing book of memories. 
 
Vividae 
 
There is a vibrant buzz amongst students with their two day Vividae programme about to launch into 
action. The prospect of providing our students with enriching extra-curricular opportunities whilst staff 
train in visible wellbeing, was one too good to pass up. While students won’t be able to try everything, 
there will be many activities that they will take part in including Photography, a range of Art Programmes, 
Lego Frenzy, Scratch pads, Book Making, Costume Design, Cupcake Making and Decorating, Glider 
Construction…and the list goes on! A huge thank you to those who are volunteering their time to assist 
our students and to the senior students who are providing an extra set of hands. 
 
 
 

Kia Ora Music Camp Wednesday 21st – Friday 23rd March 
 
 
 
Word of the Week - Altruistic e.g. The children were very altruistic when they donated their pre-
loved clothes to the Red Cross. 
ETYMOLOGY: mid-19th century French. 
MEANING: show ing a disinterested and selfless concern for the well -being of others; unselfish. 
How we can use it this week: put others before yourself and be kind to all. 
  
Congratulations to Max Patterson (6 Gold), Ted Saunders (4 Blue), Lourens Ardesch (5 Gold) and Sofia 
Edlington (6 Gold) who are all celebrating birthdays this week. I wish these students all the best as they 
enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
To strengthen our commitment to continue to build Scone Grammar School, with Gods help, as a community of 
positive flourishing learners, the majority of our staff team are engaging in Visible Wellbeing training 
this Thursday and Friday.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visible Wellbeing training has been designed by Dr Lea Waters (PhD), research professor and world expert in 
Positive Psychology and Education. This approach to well-being combines the science of well-being with the science 
of teaching and learning to make well-being visible in all classes and across our extra-curricular offerings. The 
techniques we are learning will assist us to use the learning process itself as a delivery mechanism to build student 
well-being. We know that increased student well-being and student learning go hand in hand; as flourishing 
increases, so does academic and social success! While we remain committed to teaching the explicit skills of 
well-being weekly in our PAS lessons across P-12, Visible Well-being is not just a set curriculum, it is a flexible 
approach which can be applied across any subject matter, and in all contexts – early learning, primary, secondary, 
and in our staff rooms. With this Visible Well-being approach, academic learning and wellbeing are truly integrated. 
 
We are excited that this next level of training aims to help everyone thrive at school and the training and techniques 
are equally relevant to staff, teaching and non-teaching, as they are to students as a way to build a culture of 
flourishing across our entire school.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In the near future we will be holding an open parent evening, helping these techniques to have a positive impact at 
home as well as school; stay tuned for dates to come! If you would like to talk more about this exciting approach 
we are embedding, I would love to host you for morning tea here at school. Let me know when you would like to 
come and chat and I’ll put the kettle on! 
 
A simple example of what’s possible… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 
One example of where Positive Education has met extra-curricular opportunity to produce flourishing experiences 
here at Scone Grammar was our recent Cricket Development Squad. Students engaged in structured training 
sessions and competitive games which were fortified with the explicit teaching of strength-based personal skills such 
as teamwork, perseverance, honesty and diligence in a positive environment. Students experienced noticeable gains 
in technical skill and well-being, which we believe flows into classroom and lifelong learning and success. A broad 
range of extra-curricular opportunities spanning the arts, sports and special interest groups have been flagged for 
this approach for the benefit of our students.  
 
Rev’d Nate Atkinson 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Head of Secondary 
 
This week I feel a bit like that duck sitting calmly on the pond and paddling furiously beneath the water.  
 
The end of last week and this week have been extraordinarily busy but also extremely special.  
 
Grandparents’ Day and the opening of the new facilities were wonderful occasions. It was lovely to see so 
many grandparents visiting our classes. I spoke with several grandfathers who had been to some upper 
secondary Maths and Science classes who were absolutely amazed by the use of the technology in the 
rooms and how the lessons were paced for individuals.  
 
I also witnessed two grandmothers racing on the wheelie chairs in the new building and giggling about 
how much trouble they would have been in at school if they were allowed to have chairs like this! 
 
The end of this week sees two days of Vividae, which will be filled with amazing experiences for all our 
students. I look forward to sharing their experiences with you next week. 
 
Some of you have been asking about the policy on mobile phones. There will be a survey sent out to 
parents next week. 
 
Have a great week and enjoy all that is around us that is exciting. 
Quote of the week 
 
“Stop being afraid of what could go wrong and start being excited about what could go 
right.” – Tony Robbins. 

Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
This week our Yellow Cottage staff will begin their Visible Wellbeing training. This is a programme 
designed by Dr Lea Waters (PhD), research professor and world expert in positive psychology, Visible 
Wellbeing (VWB) combines the science of wellbeing with the science of learning and teaching to make 
wellbeing visible in all classes and across co-curricula. The VWB techniques help teachers to use the 
learning process itself as a delivery mechanism to build student wellbeing. VWB is not a set 
curriculum, it is a flexible approach which can be applied across any subject matter and in all contexts 
– early learning, primary, secondary as well as in the staff room. With the VWB approach, academic 
learning and wellbeing are truly integrated.  

We are excited as a staff to grow in our knowledge of creating flourishing environments for the 
children who attend The Yellow Cottage. Wellbeing has become a major focus for us over the last two 
years, so to be trained in Visible Wellbeing will provide us with the research and framework to further 
develop wellbeing practices at The Yellow Cottage.  

This week the children have demonstrated wellbeing in so many areas. They have investigated what 
love looks like and even smells like and they have focused on kindness and how to practice kindness 
with their friends and family.  
 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Character Strength: Teamwork 
“Work side by side with others” 

 

 

 

Parent Well-being: A skill of social-emotional resilience is reaching 

out to build social connectedness with others. As parents do you have a 

vision of what you want your children to act like, look like, sound like, 

know and can do because of your influence? Do you know what you 

have to do to achieve this? 

A shortcut to learning this, is to build learning partnerships with your 

children’s teachers.  

Parent and teacher social connectedness is a key contributor to having 

thriving and nourishing young people:  

 school communities are full of caring parents and teachers who really do matter. 

 it is important to focus on building their wellbeing which will see positive teamwork alive and well to ben-

efit student wellbeing.  

 
The old sayings, “we can’t teach them till we reach them” and “kids don’t care what we know till they 
know we care”, are so true:  
 

 it is vital to cultivate growth mindsets in students that their teachers are there for them and 
genuinely want them to become their best possible selves  

 

 accept their teachers’ advice, as they do with their sports coaches  
 

 realise that teachers, like themselves, are also individuals, with their own ways of doing things  
 
When students, parents and teachers combine their top strengths: great learning and teaching occurs.  

 
“Teachers open the door, but you must enter yourself.”  

 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 



Curriculum Corner 
 

Year 8 Witness the Water Flowing 
Fieldwork report from Towarri National Park 

 

On Thursday March 8, Year 8 Geography completed mandatory fieldwork activities at the Towarri National 
Park’s picnic grounds and along Middlebrook, which forms part of the Washpools area of the National Park. 
 
The students completed many geographical observations associated with their fieldwork, including learning 
about habitat health by comparing two pools along Middlebrook, observing weather conditions, testing 
soils at two different locations, drawing a transect across the creek, observing and recording biodiversity 
within 2 quadrats, taking bearings and completing a field sketch of the site.  
 
The students used information provided by National Parks at the site to gain an understanding of the 
historical uses of the area, the nature of the geology, flora and fauna and threats to the area from 
introduced species. By good fortune, the students were observing Middlebrook, which has been dry apart 
from a few pools, as water started to flow down the creek. The two observation pools, which had been 
separated by rocks and the dry riverbed became inundated by water and the speed of the water rise took 
all by surprise. It was an exciting moment as the previously dry creek came to life and by the end of the 
trip, the whole Middlebrook creek observation area was a lovely flowing stream. This gave the students the 
opportunity to observe very interesting changes in data over time, particularly in turbidity and depth of 
water!  
 
Thank you to Mr Garland, Mr Holland and also to Mr Rubenis, a volunteer with excellent skills in this area, 
who shared their knowledge and expertise with the students.  
 
Ms Gibson  

 

 

Morning tea at Washpools Recording the health of the habitat 
and watching the Washpool water 
level rising. 

Mr Garland explaining 
bearings 

Identifying species from 
the water at Washpools 

Mr Rubenis explaining soil 
testing 



Careers 
Sarah and Sam from http://thefootnotes.com.au  spoke with our senior students last Thursday, taking 
them through their careers website, and encouraging students to have a plan for their future, rather 
than trust that things will “just work out”. 
 
They talked seniors through the wide variety of courses available these days, and suggested the sort of 
research needed to find the right university or TAFE. Sarah also spent some time exploring the ways to 
search for scholarships that students could apply for. 
 
We appreciated this free seminar, which has given students, especially Year 12, food for thought.   
 
Maria English 
menglish@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 
Sport News 
 
HRIS Primary Division One Swimming Carnival 
 
Last Thursday, 8 March, 35 talented swimmers travelled to Maitland to compete at the HRIS Division 
One Swimming Carnival. Leading up to the Carnival, the team had been training during School time, 
focusing on fitness, stroke correction, starts and finishes, as well as having their own private training 
programmes. It was evident to see that we had strong ability from the very beginning of the day. Our 
swimmers showcased some very quick times and fantastic sportsmanship. The students hard work and 
dedication showed some outstanding results.  
 
Overall SGS came 4th in the point score. A huge effort from all our students.  
 
Congratulations to the following students who achieved either a Combined Age Champion or an 
Individual Age Champion:- 
  
Individual Age Champions - 10 Years 
Isabella Henderson and George Patterson  

Combined Age Champions 
10 year boys – George Patterson, Andrew Crowther, Archie Adkins and Tommy Hill. 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have made it through to CIS: 
 
 
Junior Girls Relay   2nd   Isabella Henderson 
        Alex Ryan 
        Alex Love 
        Skye Russell 
Junior Boys Relay  Tied 3rd  George Patterson 
        Andrew Crowther 
        Archie Adkins 
        Tommy Hill 
Isabella Henderson  1st   50m Freestyle 
     1st   50m Breaststroke 
     1st   50m Backstroke 
George Patterson   1st   50m Freestyle 
     2nd   50m Breaststroke 
Paul Russell   3rd   50m Freestyle 
Ethan Jones   3rd   50m Backstroke 
Max Patterson   2nd   50m Breaststroke 
   

http://thefootnotes.com.au


Hockey News 
 
Nick Gallagher, Georgie Pratley and Hamish Guiana attended the Centre of Development Hockey 
Challenge at Narrellan from Friday to Sunday over the weekend with 94 teams from all over New South 
Wales.  

These students have been attending training sessions since November and this weekend was three days 
of hockey games to use the skills they have been practicing.  

A great time was had by all, with all three students playing very well for their respective teams which 
were part of the Northern Inland Thunderbolts. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Equestrian News 
 
North West Equestrian Expo (Coonabarabran Expo) 
 
When: Friday 1 June to Tuesday 5 June, 2018, ** Secondary Students only** 
 
Email Reference: nwequestrianexpo.com.au  
 
Entries open on www.nominate.com.au from 15 March and close 13 April. Please don’t leave it until the 
last minute to enter. 
NB: This is a new system this year. It is the first time we have been able to enter via Nominate.  
 
Please request Goat Pavilion/Yards for stabling as that is where Scone Grammar is usually allocated. 
 

 Go to nominate.com.au  

 

**Tuesday Horse Sports will recommence next Tuesday 20 March** 

http://nwequestrianexpo.com.au
http://nominate.com.au


 



 

Soccer Registration - Scone 
 

Scone Football (Soccer) Club Inc for players 5-16 years played in Scone Saturday mornings.  
 
Registrations CLOSE on Saturday March 24. No registrations will be taken after this date.  
 
Active Kids voucher for $100 can be used towards rego, apply at: 
www.service.nsw.gov.au before you register for soccer.  
 
Register for our club at www.playfootball.com.au please ensure you answer all additional 
questions.  Team lists & draw emailed out late April then Comp Starts 5th 
MAY.                      
 
*****We are also urgently seeking some players turning 13 or 14 this year to play in our 
U14's Interdistrict team (starting April 28, play 7 games at Scone, & 7 away at Newcastle/
Lake MacQuarie or Hunter Valley venues, including some school holidays). To join this 
interdistrict team please choose the "interdistrict 12-16yrs" option***** 

http://www.service.nsw.gov.au
http://www.playfootball.com.au


 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Australian Red Cross Mobile Blood Service is visiting Scone, 
 
 Wednesday 21 March, 1.00pm – 6.30pm (1 more donor needed) 
 
 Thursday 22 March, 1.00pm – 6.30pm (24 more donors needed) 
 
 Friday 23 March, 9.30am – 3.00pm (16 more donors needed) 
 
If you haven't already made an appointment to give blood, you can make an appointment online or call 
us on 13 14 95.  
 
1 in 3 Australians will need blood, but only 1 in 30 donates. Donated blood helps cancer patients, 
people with blood disorders, mothers-to-be and newborn babies, as well as trauma and surgical 
patients.  
 
We look forward to seeing you again soon.  
 
Sincerely, 
Australian Red Cross Blood Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://donors-newsouthwales.cmail1.com/t/r-i-kkuhnt-yudkoiuik-u/


Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Monday, 29 January to Friday, 13 April 
 
Week 7 (A) 
Thursday 15 March 
D of E Expedition – Bronze to 16 March 
HICES Debating Round 2 
“Vividae” plus 16 March 
Friday 16 March 
D of E Expedition – Bronze – return 
“Vividae” 
 
Week 8 (B) 
Sunday 18 March 
Rugby League - Group 21 at Scone Park 
Monday 19 March 
Open Day 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme  
(selected Years 9 & 10 Girls) 
Tuesday 20 March 
Royal Agriculture Show – Steer Handling  
to 23 March, Year 10 Ag students 
Tamworth Frogs Hockey Competition 
HRIS Secondary Touch Trials 
Primary 7s Comp. Rugby U10 & U12 at Gunnedah 
Wednesday 21 March 
UHSC & Kia-Ora Youth Music Camp 2018  
to 23 March 
Royal Agriculture Show – Steer Handling  
to 23 March 
Thursday 22 March 
UHSC & Kia-Ora Youth Music Camp 2018  
to 23 March 
CIS Primary Swimming 
Royal Agriculture Show – Steer Handling  
to 23 March 
Friday 23 March 
UHSC & Kia-Ora Youth Music Camp 2018 
Royal Agriculture Show – Steer Handling, students 
return 
 
Week 9 (A) 
Monday 26 March 
Years 9/10 Science - Forensic Science 
Vaccination Catch Up for Years 7,8,10,11 
Tuesday 27 March 
Art Express Years 9-12 VA Elective Students 
Tamworth Frogs Hockey Competition 
Year 6 Peer Support Training 
Girls’ Rugby - Come & Try 2 
Wednesday 28 March 
AICES Swimming Carnival 
League 9s Round Robin Gala 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 29 March 
Police Liaison Visit/Presentation –Years 7-12 
Friday 30 March 
Good Friday 
 

 
 

Canteen Roster  

 
Monday, 29 January to Friday, 13 April 
 
Week 7 (A) 
Friday 16 March 
Jenny Crackett, Catherine Russell, Diana Gillett 
 
Week 8 (B) 
Monday 19 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 20 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 21 March 
Fiona Bailey    XXXXXX 
Thursday 22 March 
Fiona Bailey    XXXXXX 
Friday 23 March 
Fiona Bailey, Kirrilee Green, Georgie Ryan 
 
Week 9 (A) 
Monday 26 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 27 March 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 28 March 
Fiona Bailey, Timea Brayley 
Thursday 29 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Friday 30 March 
Good Friday 
 
Week 10 (B) 
Monday 2 April 
Easter Monday 
Tuesday 3 April 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 4 April 
Fiona Bailey   XXXXX 
Thursday 5 April 
Fiona Bailey, Tracey Stewart 
Friday 6 April 
Fiona Bailey, Mel Gillett 
 
XXXXXX Help needed please 

House For Rent 
I have half a house to rent out. The area is fully 
furnished including a lounge/TV area, bedroom with 
wardrobes and queen size bed, own toilet/vanity area 
and fridge, shared laundry with a shower in it and 
shared kitchen facilities.  
 
Nice outdoor area.  
 
I live in the other half of the house but am only in 
Scone four days per week so the renter would have 
the house to themselves the other three days. 
 
If anyone is interested could they please contact me 
on the school email cbrennan@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

mailto:cbrennan@sgs.nsw.edu.au

