
Thursday 8 March, 2018 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
ACARA Congratulations 
 
I was delighted to receive a letter from the CEO of ACARA, Mr Robert 
Randall, congratulating Scone Grammar School on having 
demonstrated substantially above average gains in reading and 
numeracy as measured by NAPLAN. 
 
He says, “On behalf of ACARA, I would like to extend my 
congratulations to you and your school community on this 
achievement. Improvement in student literacy and numeracy of this 
magnitude, as measured by NAPLAN, is significant and worthy of 
highlighting and acknowledging.” 
 
Grandparents’ Day and Openings 

I look forward to as many members of the School community being present at tomorrows 
openings of the Secondary Teaching and Learning Centre and the Playground Landscaping, during 
the Grandparents’ Day Concert, commencing at 10.40am. The Concert and openings will be held in 
the Secondary Quadrangle, outside the Bullock Library. 
 
Grandparents’ Day has this added extra but will also keep its traditional aspects of community 
celebration. The day is shared with significant people in the students’ lives together with classroom 
activities which will highlight some of the School experiences for our visitors.  
 
I look forward to welcoming our special visitors along with the students. 
 
Sailing Opportunity 
 
Students will be given an opportunity to express their 
interest in sailing now our Cadet Boats are repaired and 
ready to sail. An opportunity to participate in a sailing 
camp for students in Year 3 and above, combined with 
Middle Harbour Sailing Club, at Lake Glenbawn on the 13 
– 15 of April will be a great beginning for any keen 
sailors. The expression of interest will come out through 
the SkoolBag App. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 
 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visible Wellbeing 
This year, the staff at SGS are continuing to place a high emphasis on student wellbeing. We are 
endeavouring to upskill in the area of visible wellbeing and positive psychology within the learning 
environment as much as possible. Next week, staff will embark on further professional development 
thanks to the generosity of the ‘Where there’s a Will’ Foundation. 
 
Student wellbeing has become an extremely important aspect of education in Australia. When students 
have higher levels of wellbeing, they are likely to achieve better academically and on an interpersonal 
level throughout schooling and life. What we have found in implementing positive psychology into SGS, is 
that when students are able to better manage their own wellbeing, they achieve higher levels of 
wellbeing. This in turn helps them to perform better academically. 
 
Higher levels of wellbeing in a student helps to cultivate a number of personal qualities that make 
students more effective learners. These qualities include things like perseverance, the ability to bounce 
back from failure and encompassing a growth mindset. Students can develop these qualities or character 
strengths through practise, which helps them throughout their learning journey. By connecting a student 
with what their own unique strengths are, they experience heightened motivation, because they know 
themselves more authentically and can choose subjects and study habits that best suit them.  
 
School Uniform 
At Scone Grammar School we have a great school uniform. When worn correctly, it gives us a real point 
of difference. Our uniform does stand out which is more reason to ensure that it is worn correctly at all 
times. It is the little things we need to make sure we put effort into. Polished shoes, correct socks, 
correct earrings and the correct jumper. We also need to make sure that if we are down the street in our 
school uniform, we are wearing it correctly (including hats). If we can really work hard on this, we will 
continue to stand out for all of the right reasons. 
 
 
 

Musical Working Bee this weekend! Drop in anytime between 
10am – 4pm Saturday or Sunday. 
 
Round 1 of the NRL (Go Souths!) 

 
 
 
Word of the Week - Gusto e.g. The boys love playing footy so much, they attack every game 
with gusto! 
ETYMOLOGY: early 17 th century Italian 
MEANING: enjoyment and enthusiasm in doing something  
How we can use it this week: play sensibly on the playground with gusto, and everyone will have a great 
time.     
  
Congratulations to Scarlett Frampton (6 Blue), Frankie Messara (1 Gold), Linus Bailey (K Blue), Nicholas 
Froml (1 Blue), Zara Gill (3 Gold), Buster Kean (K Blue) and Molly McCosker (3 Blue) who are all 
celebrating birthdays this week. I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their special day and 
share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am pleased to inform parents of students in Year 4-6 that we will be delivering a cyber-safety course 
during Library time in the first half of this year. Students will learn: 

 about how personal information can be used to identify or locate people; 

 that personal information must only be shared with trusted people; 

 what constitutes cyberbullying and what to do about it; 

 about establishing a balance between online time and other activities; 

 what constitutes a strong password.  
It is our hope that our students will be able to recognise some of the potential risks they face in 
cyberspace, create secure passwords and think critically about how individuals can protect themselves 
online. 
 
In pursuit of ultimate care of our young people, we need to have our ‘fingers on the pulse’ with this fast 
moving area. I strongly encourage all of us to spend some time exploring the iparent section of the 
esafety website which provides the most up-to-date information on the digital environment, find 
guidance on safety settings and tips for keeping our young people safe online. 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Romans 12:2 
Give thanks for: Grandparents; our new buildings and playground renovation; The gifts, such as our 
mind, that God has given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can 
have a way to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us;  
Pray for:  The school building project; families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment:  
your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
  
 
 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A2&version=NIV


Head of Secondary 
 
 
This week saw a visit from Gwenda Stanley from the Young Australia Workshop. Gwenda is an aboriginal 
performer from Moree. The students from Years 5 to 8 spent a fun-filled afternoon in St Luke’s Hall 
learning about aboriginal culture, including dance, storylines and traditional lifestyle. The students 
enjoyed looking at the tools, weapons and kangaroo skins and many were able to participate in the 
dancing. 
 
Students from Years 7, 9 and 10 this week also participated in some Elevate study sessions this week. 
 
Year 10 did a recap on study techniques they have learned in previous sessions and, according to some 
students, “It was great because I had forgotten they told us that bit before; now my study makes sense.”  
 
Year 7 learned some basic study and organisation techniques and Year 9 on how to use several 
memorising techniques. 
 
Congratulations to all the new SRC representatives who were given their badges in Chapel this week. I 
encourage you all to work together and to listen to your tutor group’s ideas and concerns. 
 
My final congratulations this week goes to Lleyton Hails who premiered his film, “My Black Dog”, on 
Friday night, to great acclaim. If you haven't seen his movie, please follow the link below. Lleyton is a fine 
example of a person who focuses on the donut not the hole.  
 
https://youtu.be/2kmn4_q0-o0 
 
 
Quote of the week 
 
"Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, sacrifice and most 
of all, love of what you are doing or learning to do." Pele 
 

Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 

https://youtu.be/2kmn4_q0-o0


Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Resilience at The Yellow Cottage 
 
This week we are going to share with you how Positive Education and Building Resilience 
looks in practice at The Yellow Cottage. 
 
An important aspect of building a resilient child is helping children understand their 
different emotions and then learn to regulate these emotions. Learning Outcome 3 in the 
EYLF is all about children having a strong sense of wellbeing, incorporating physical health, resilience, 
satisfaction and successful social functioning.  
 
We all have emotions and we all need to learn to manage them. Emotional skills are about learning to 
manage and express feelings appropriately. Children at The Yellow Cottage are supported in 
expressing their emotions, both positive and negative, by our educators engaging actively alongside 
them as they play and participating in routines. We use our group times to participate in group games 
and songs that intentionally foster conversations about and recognition of children’s feelings also 
develops their emotional skills and understandings.  
 
By strengthening and increasing social-emotional educational opportunities, the children at The Yellow 
Cottage learn and experience personal satisfaction and achievement is increased. At The Yellow 
Cottage we use the “Kimochis” Programme as a useful resource, with great ideas about how 
educators can support children’s ongoing social and emotional learning.  
 
The early childhood period is a crucial time for developing young children’s social and emotional skills 
and capacities. Teaching social and emotional learning has both short and long term advantages for 
young children in relation to wellbeing, participation and success in life.  
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Character Strength: Zest 
“When in doubt, take action!” 

 
Parent Wellbeing: One component of flourishing is the feeling of competence; the feeling you can master 
something. Describe a time you have felt competent and how it motivated you, share this with your child.  
 
A key social-emotional, resilience skill students need, to negotiate the challenges of adolescence and 
schooling, is a healthy sense of self-belief in their self-worth as a person. It is important for students to 
accept that experiencing the full range of emotions is perfectly normal. They need to mindfully focus on 
using their top strengths across each day.  
 
Some effective ways to develop self-belief in themselves include:  

 every day reflecting on and writing down three good things they are grateful for that happened, why 
they happened and how they can make them happen again; 

 every morning thinking of the three things they are most looking forward today;  

 looking for opportunities to do little positive acts of kindness which build other people’s state of 
wellbeing.  

 
It’s funny that when we try to bring out the best in others, we can’t help but bring out the best in 
ourselves. Do good to feel good, in that order.  
 
Having conversations at home, at school and in the community about these things, will enable them to 
develop as young citizens with spirit and confidence. While it is perfectly natural for them to experience 
self-doubts and have butterflies, our influence is to get the butterflies flying properly  
 
“As is our confidence, so is our capacity.” William Hazlitt 
 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Curriculum Corner 
 
Library News 
There is more treasure in books that in all the pirates’ loot on Treasure Island. 

Walt Disney  

The Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC) is an initiative 
designed to encourage school children in NSW to read and 
to read widely.  As well as helping students discover a love 
of reading as a leisure time activity, the PRC also helps to 
develop essential learning habits such as being organised, 
meeting deadlines, being accountable and taking 
responsibility for their reading.  Research shows reading for 
pleasure improves literacy, social skills, health and learning 
outcomes. 
 
I will be entering all Kindergarten and Year 1 students in 
the Challenge.  We will read PRC books in class and during 
Library lessons.  Students in Years 2-6 have a choice about 
participating in the Challenge, as do Years 7-9 Secondary 
school students.  I would encourage all of them to be part 
of it.  
 
In the K-2 Challenge, students experience thirty books by 
reading independently, sharing the reading, or listening to 
someone else read the books to them.  The Years 3-4, 
Years 5-6 and the Years 7-9 Challenges require students to 
read twenty books - fifteen must be chosen from the list, 
while five can be books of their own choice. 
 
If a student is a confident reader, he or she may go up a level in the Challenge.  If reading is a skill that 
the student is still mastering, he or she may read at a level more commensurate with their ability.   
 
The PRC began on Monday 5 March and closes on Friday 31 August (midnight) 2018.  On the completion 
of the Challenge, students receive a PRC Certificate and may have their names published on the PRC 
Honour Roll.   
 
Reminders about the Premier’s Reading Challenge will appear from time to time in the School Newsletter.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me on 6545 3131.  You may also like to 
consult the website – the address is as follows:  
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html 
 
The school is subscribing to World Book Online.  It is a reliable online 
encyclopaedia that provides information suitable for students from pre-
school to Year 12.  It includes:  Early World of Learning for preschoolers 
and students in early Stage 1 and Stage 1; Kids; Students; Advanced; 
Timelines and a range of eBooks.   
You need to access it via the school website.  On the home page 
navigate to Library, Find Information, World Book then select the area 
you wish to explore.  Happy hunting!  
 
Louise Broomfield    
Pam Curtis     
Annie Rodgers 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
http://sgs.nsw.edu.au/


Equestrian News 
 
The SGS Equestrian Team competed at the Blandford Horse Sports Day last Friday.  
 
We achieved many outstanding results and were awarded the Champion Primary School Trophy.  
 
Georgia Maben was awarded the “Highest Point Score Junior Rider” 
 
Other Champions and Reserve Champions are: 

 15 Years Girl Age Champion – Lauren Redgate 
 

 14 Years Girl Reserve Champion – Isla Hamson 
 

 13 Years Girl Age Champion – Ally Taylor 
 

 13 Years Girl Reserve Champion –Bridie Crowe 
 

 13 Years Boy Reserve Champion – Angus Stanford 
 

 11 Years Boy Age Champion – Harry Warner 
 

 11 Years Boy Reserve Champion – Harrison Baxter 
 

 10 Years Age Girl Champion – Olivia Thrift 
 

 9 Years Girl Age Champion – Grace Stenhouse 
 

 9 Years Girl Reserve Champion – Mikayla O’Halloran 
 

 8 Years Girl Age Champion – Georgia Maben 
 
Encouragement Awards went to Georgia Thrift, Oliver and Thomas Dart. 
 
Please note – there will be NO TUESDAY HORSE SPORTS on 13 MARCH 
 
An Equestrian Team shirt will be available – Please contact Miss Davies for correct sizing. 
 
Anne Davies  
Equestrian Co-ordinator 
 



Wonderful Opportunity for Seussical Jr Cast & Crew 



Calling out for as much help as possible…….. 
 
Please Note: Primary aged cast members must be accompanied 
by a parent or guardian. No extra supervision provided. 
 
 



News from the P&F 
 
We look forward to welcoming grandparents, parents and friends to a very special day tomorrow, with 
so much to celebrate. 

 
Dates to Remember: 
 March 9 - Grandparents’ Day 

 March 13 - P&F General Meeting  

 April 10 - P&F Annual General Meeting. Executive positions voted in for 2018/2019   



Whole School Pink Mufti-Day—Tuesday  
 13 March 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Registrations are now open for Junior and Senior Saturday Netball Competitions. They will close on 
Saturday 24th March.  
 
To register go to http://sconena.nsw.netball.com.au/ ,click on one of the buttons on the bottom of the 
home page screen. Blue 'NetSetGo' for 5-9 year olds and Green 'Register Now' button for 10+ years. 
Please note all 10 year olds will register as a junior player this year.  
 
The Registration prices for this year are as follows: 

 5-6 Year olds NetSetGo - Net $70 

 7-8 Year olds NetSetGo - Set $85 includes uniform hire. 

 9 year olds NetSetGo - Go $85 includes uniform hire. 

 10-13 year olds Junior $125 includes uniform hire. 

 14-17 Intermediate $110 

 18+ Seniors $155 
 
REMINDER: If you wish to use your Active Kids voucher, you will need to enter the voucher number at 
the time of check-out to receive your discount. To get a voucher you will need to go to the following 
link. 
https://my.service.nsw.gov.au/MySe…/ActiveKidsVoucherRequest 
Any questions please contact the Association on sconenetball@outlook.com Or Nat Smith on 
0428329469.  
 
 
 

Scone Junior Basketball 
 
 
Scone Junior Basketball Come and Try / Registration 
Information Day.  All registrations will be done online this 
year. 
Parents can come and see if their child is interested in 
basketball or just put their child’s name down on the list 
for their age group. 
  

 5-8 years  Wednesday 14th March 5.00 til 6.00pm (Cost is $40 for a 10 week program of drills 
and skills which will be 4.00-4.45 Wednesdays) 

 9-11 years Wednesday 14th March 5.00 til 6.00pm (Cost is New Rego $70 or $30 if you 
registered last year.  Games will be played each Wednesday starting at 5.00pm) 

  12-15 years Tuesday 13th March 5.30 til 6.30pm (Cost is New Rego $70 or $30 if you 
registered last year. Games will be played each Tuesday starting at 5.00pm) 

  
Parents need to be aware that if you sign your child up to play basketball your participation in helping 
score, getting teams ready, coaching, is necessary for the competition to succeed. 
 
Any questions please ring Danielle Brown on 0407 157 645. 
  
 
 

http://sconena.nsw.netball.com.au/
https://my.service.nsw.gov.au/MyServiceNSW/ActiveKidsVoucherRequest
mailto:sconenetball@outlook.com


Save the Date—Sunday 18 March 



 



 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

Monday 29 January to Friday, 13 April 
 
Week 6 (B) 
Friday 9 March 
Grandparents' Day 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary)  
to 12 March 
Official Opening STLC 10.40am followed by the  
Official Opening of the Primary Landscaping 
Saturday 10 March & Sunday 11 March 
Musical Working Bee at SGS 
 
Week 7 (A) 
Monday 12 March 
National Young Leaders' Day 
HRIS Primary Netball Trials 
Life Education Van Visiting (TYC & Primary)  
– last day 
Tuesday 13 March 
Whole school mufti-day - Pink Shirt Day 
Tamworth Frogs Hockey Comp 
HRIS Secondary 15s Netball Trials 
Wednesday 14 March 
HRIS Second Swimming Div 2 
Thursday 15 March 
D of E Expedition – Bronze to 16 March 
HICES Debating Round 2 
“Vividae” plus 16 March 
Friday 16 March 
D of E Expedition – Bronze – return 
“Vividae” 
 
Week 8 (B) 
Sunday 18 March 
Rugby League - Group 21 at Scone Park 
Monday 19 March 
Open Day 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme  
(selected Years 9 & 10 Girls) 
Tuesday 20 March 
Royal Agriculture Show – Steer Handling to 23 
March - Year 10 Ag students 
Tamworth Frogs Hockey Competition 
HRIS Secondary Touch Trials 
Primary 7s Comp. Rugby U10 & U12 at Gunnedah 
Wednesday 21 March 
UHSC & Kia-Ora Youth Music Camp 2018  
to 23 March 
Thursday 22 March 
UHSC & Kia-Ora Youth Music Camp 2018  
to 23 March 
CIS Primary Swimming 
Royal Agriculture Show – Steer Handling  
to 23 March 
Friday 23 March 
UHSC & Kia-Ora Youth Music Camp 2018 
Royal Agriculture Show – Steer Handling, students 
return 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
 Monday, 29 January to Friday, 13 April 
 
Week 6 (B) 
Friday 9 March 
Fiona Bailey 
Grandparents’ Day 
 
Week 7 (A) 
Monday 12 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 13 March 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 14 March 
Fiona Bailey, Timea Brayley 
Thursday 15 March 
Jenny Crackett, Bronwyn Redgate 
Friday 16 March 
Jenny Crackett, Catherine Russell, Diana Gillett 
 
Week 8 (B) 
Monday 19 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 20 March 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 21 March 
Fiona Bailey     XXXXXX 
Thursday 22 March 
Fiona Bailey     XXXXXX 
Friday 23 March 
Fiona Bailey, Kirrilee Green 
 
XXXXXX Help needed please 
 


