
Thursday 5 April, 2018 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
 
I hope everyone had a wonderful Easter with time to relax, spend 
time with family and friends and also to stop and remember Jesus 
and his actions on our behalf at Easter time. 
 
We are certainly back into the full swing of the year and moving 
quickly to the holidays. 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews K - 12 
Next week on Monday and Wednesday we will be having our first 
round of Parent Teacher Interviews for the year. These are very 
valuable times were we can share together the learning journey of 
each student with you as parents and also share together in the 
path to best support them going forward. I encourage you to book 
in for an appointment through the Parent Lounge on TASS if you  
haven’t already done so. 

 
Cross Country 
Today was a glorious day for our whole school Cross Country at Lake Glenbawn. It is delightful to 
have all of the students from K - 12 participate together in this event and to share and build House 
spirit. 
 
As we continue to be badly in need of rain, please pray that we might be blessed with good rain 
soon. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you next week when you are at school for Parent Teacher 
Interviews. 
 
Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 
 

Hosting Indian Exchange Students 2018 
 
Calling for SGS families to consider hosting exchange students from Welham Boys’ and Welham 
Girls’ High School. 
 
 Term 3 - 3 Indian boys needing host families 
 November (4 weeks) - 2 Indian girls needing host families 
 
If you have any questions or would like to find out more information, please contact Paul Smart. 
 
Alternatively, if there are any SGS students interested in doing an exchange to India in 2018, 
preferably Year 9 or Year 10, please also make contact with Paul Smart to discuss further. 
 
 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Culture 
 
The term school culture generally refers to the beliefs, perceptions, relationships, attitudes, and written 
and unwritten rules that shape and influence every aspect of how a school functions. It got me thinking 
about the different ways that our students here at Scone Grammar School can contribute and have input 
to our own school culture. Here are some things we can be doing to contribute to what makes our school 
great… 
 
Showing pride in our school: This seems obvious enough but for our students to be proud of their 
school really does make a statement. This kind of pride can also be quite contagious to those around us. 
   
Taking pride in one's work: Being able to ask yourself “Is this honestly the best quality work I can 
do?” and then making improvements where you know they can be made. This leads to greater student 
self-satisfaction. It also impresses the teachers! 
 
Being prepared: This makes life easier for everyone. I f you are prepared it allows you greater 
opportunities to focus on what is important and that is an enriching learning experience. 
 
Making good choices: Whether it be in the classroom, the playground or on an excursion, we 
need to be seen doing the right thing and encouraging those around us to follow suit. People notice. 
 
Going above and beyond: It’s easy to do the bare minimum but the sense of accomplishment is far 
greater when you go above and beyond. I also encourage our students to think about ‘who are you when 
nobody is watching?’. This speaks volumes about a student’s character.  
 
So many of our students do these things well and I encourage them to maintain the high standards and 
be proud of their contribution to the culture of Scone Grammar School. 
 
 

“Be Silly, Be Honest, Be Kind” – Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
 
Word of the Week - Fortitude e.g. Do not be afraid to show fortitude in the face of failure.  
ETYMOLOGY: middle English 
MEANING: courage in pain or adversity. 
How we can use it this week: don’t give up, even when things feel tough and you feel you can’t go on, 
keep trying. 
  
Congratulations to Olivia Butters (1 Blue), Addison Goodwin (5 Blue), Ruby Ryan (1 Blue), 
Jonathan Pringle (K Blue), Zara Nugent (3 Blue), Georgie Scott (1 Blue) and Sam Kelly (4 
Blue) who are all celebrating birthdays this week. I wish these students all the best as they 
enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
This week I read an article which caused me to reflect on some of the factors that relate to student 
achievement.  
 
This article discussed the link between exercise, optimism and achievement. I was reminded that a 
balanced student lifestyle places equal emphasis on all elements of wellbeing, including physical exercise 
and health. They work together, like their signature and top supporting strengths, to create harmony and 
build their wellbeing.  
 
An imbalance, over time, can lead to poor physical and emotional fitness, by causing a build up of 
negative feelings and a decline in optimism. This is particularly so if the skills and achievement element is 
pushed too hard and the exercise and health element is ignored.  
 
Research has revealed that active, positive and optimistic young people are more likely to achieve what 
they set out to do!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At Scone Grammar School we believe, and recommend, that all students’ personal timetables should 
include exercise every day, quality outdoor leisure activities with friends and family which are light and 
bright, and frequent opportunities to have fun and laugh with others to experience positive emotions.  
 
Happy and, therefore optimistic, students enjoy and flourish on their school journey and into life beyond. 
Some quality physical and brain leisure activities may include a brisk walk, run, swim or bike ride, yoga, 
aerobics, Pilates, a gym workout, Tai Chi, horse riding, skateboarding, bushwalking, playing team or 
individual sport, dancing, gymnastics, resistance training, chess, board games, Sudoku, crosswords, 
Scrabble, cards, etc. It’s also essential to ensure that students have plenty of timeout from electronic 
pursuits! 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Romans 12:2 
Give thanks for: Science and the way it teaches us more about ourselves and God’s world; The gifts, such 
as our mind, that God has given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so 
we can have a way to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us;  
Pray for:  Families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment:  Your son or daughter’s teacher/
s!; Next weeks’ Parent and Teacher interviews.  
 
Rev’d Nate Atkinson 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  
 

mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
I hope everyone had a good Easter and found time to rest, relax and reflect. I spent Sunday at the Easter 
Show and it was lovely to see so many school families wandering around as well. It was also pleasing to 
hear how well our Secondary students achieved with their horses and cattle at the Show. It is a huge 
effort to qualify and compete at the Sydney Royal, and absolutely amazing to come home with ribbons. 
Congratulations to all our students who competed this year. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing many families at the Parent Teacher Interviews next week. Please call the 
office, or me, if you have difficulty making appointments. 
 
While I had some quiet time to think about the last two weeks, I was taken back to the last few times I 
have done bus duty and the things I witnessed and heard from nearby students.  
 
I was chatting to a past student one afternoon while waiting for their sibling. We watched two adults turn 
across the double white lines from the parking spaces opposite the gate. I said nothing but the ex-
student was really upset. I asked why. Apparently, they had been booked for doing exactly that a 
fortnight before and they thought it was unfair because they just copied everyone else. I questioned 
whether they had learnt the road rules when they obtained their license and they said yes but they 
learned more by watching others, and in this case it was wrong.  
 
The following afternoon I was on duty again and watched a parent walk straight across to the gate, not 
at the crossing and between two buses. I have seen this action multiple times before and often the 
children will complain about me making them walk to the crossing when others can go straight across the 
road.  
 
Last week though, the child I was chatting with looked sad and said, "Mrs Hollis can you tell them not to 
do that; they could get squashed by the buses." I could and certainly did, but it has made me think about 
how much we are watched. I have also had people point out to me drivers on their phone as they drive 
past the gate. 
 
So, this week I am publicly asking that everyone pay attention to all the eyes that are around our gates 
every day and to make sure they see you do the right thing. We have many students who are visual 
learners and they need to see what we want them to learn. 
 
"I have never met a man so ignorant that I couldn't learn something from him." Galileo 
Galilee  
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

This week at The Yellow Cottage we have been taking part in Wellbeing Forums. We have dedicated 
individual discussion time to each child that attends our preschool. This follows the model used at 
Scone Grammar School. Staff have sat down in collaborative team meetings and reflected on the 
strengths of each child at The Yellow Cottage. Everyone has strengths and the potential to develop 
them to be the best they can be. A strengths based approach is a natural pathway that leads to 
flourishing results - for children, staff families and the whole preschool.  
 
Research shows that knowing and growing your strengths helps you feel confident, energized and 
engaged. Children and staff learn faster, perform better and strive to do their best every day. 
 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

”Character Strength: Curiosity 
“Ask questions, lots of them” 

 
Parent Wellbeing: Social-emotional resilience is comprised of optimism and hope for the future, regulating 

emotions, controlling impulses, thinking flexibly, having empathy, self-belief and building social 

connectedness. What does each mean to you?  

When students experience tense feelings and anxious thoughts about the workload ahead, their progress, 

maintaining their study performances and peer group issues, their bodies respond with signals such as:  

 tension in their necks and backs; 

 quickened and shallow breathing; 

 hot facial flushes;  

 anxious thoughts flooding through their minds; 

 disrupted sleep patterns. 

Teaching them emotional “off ramps,” self-calming breathing and other coping strategies enables students 

to reduce the intensity of negative feelings and boosts their wellbeing and social-emotional resilience.  

“Fortune favours the prepared mind.” Louis Pasteur  

Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Curriculum Corner 
Service Trip to Vanuatu, 2018 

 

Scone Grammar School has a long term vision of enhancing the opportunities of our students to become 
more involved in mission/ service trips. The idea being that students gain an understanding of what others 
are going through while learning compassion, empathy and how to help others. These experiences will 
also give the students more opportunity to learn about God and deepen their faith.  
 

Last year a group of four students went to Vanuatu. They all had a life changing experience. This year 
there is another opportunity for Scone Grammar Students to attend the Scripture Union Camp to Vanuatu. 
We will be attending with students from two other schools. 
 

Scripture Union is a Christian organisation that has been running for 150 years. They are a very 
professional organization run by volunteers. Information about Scripture Union and the camp (Called V18) 
can be looked at by going to the following website; 
 
http://www.sunsw.org.au/camps 
 
The cost of the excursion is approximately $2000. This is very price competitive to other organisations 
that offer a similar experience. Scone Grammar will put the cost of the excursion on your monthly 
Statement so the excursion can be paid off over time. Once numbers are finalised we will do some 
fundraising to both offset the cost of the excursion and to take some equipment/gear to schools in 
Vanuatu. 
 

There will be an Information Night on Wednesday 2  May at 6pm in the STLC. The excursion is open 
to any student from Year 9 to Year 12. All welcome and please bring lots of questions! 

Mr Nick Price 
nprice@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



ANZAC Day Services —25 April 2018 
 
 
 

From the Principal 
 

 
26 March 2018 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
ANZAC DAY SERVICES 2018 
 
On Tuesday, 25 April, the School will once again commemorate ANZAC Day by asking student and staff 
representatives to attend the various ceremonies in the Merriwa, Willow Tree, Gundy, Scone, Aberdeen, 
Murrurundi, Quirindi, Denman and Muswellbrook districts.   
 
As 25 April falls during the School Holidays, I would ask you to indicate your son/daughter’s willingness 
to participate and represent the School in full Winter School Uniform on the day.  Would you please 
complete the form below and return it to the School ASAP. 
 
During the holidays information will be made available confirming the arrangements for attendance at 
the various ANZAC Day Services. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Paul Smart 
 
ANZAC Day Services 2018 
Please return to the School Administration Office  
ASAP 
 
I/We give permission for our son/daughter, _________________________________ to attend the 
ANZAC Day Service in: 
 
Merriwa                Gundy               Denman        Scone            
Muswellbrook        Willow Tree        Aberdeen      Murrurundi     
Quirindi                
 
Other Venue         ________________________________________________ 
 
Please indicate which Service  Dawn Service      
       March      
 
 
Signed:  __________________________________   Date:  _______________ 



 



 



**School Holiday** 
** JUNIOR 2 DAY GOLF CLINIC ** 

 
Where: Muswellbrook Golf Club 

When: April 16 & April 17 
Time: 9am – 1pm 

Cost: $50 
 

AGES - 5 + 
ALL ABILITIES 

 
Basic techniques for all aspects of golf –  

including a game   
 

Clubs provided if needed 
Bookings Essential 

For further information  
 

Contact -  Jason Taylor [Professional] 
Phone 65432128 

Or email 
boxy33@bigpond.net.au 

 
 

mailto:boxy33@bigpond.net.au


 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod is soon to commence with - 
 

 School Bands on Thursday, 17 May; 

 Instrumental on Saturday 19 May and Sunday 20 May; 

 School Choirs on Friday 26 May; 

 Vocal Division is on Friday, 25, Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 May; 

 Speech, Drama & Public Speaking from Monday, 4 to Friday, 8 June; 

 Pipe Organ is on Saturday, 16 June; 

 Piano is on Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 June; 

 Dance is on Friday 29 June, Saturday 30 June and Sunday 1 July 
 
The Creative Writing Division is open for entries until 5pm, Sunday 8 July. 
 
Volunteers are an integral part of a successful Eisteddfod each year and we would like to invite you to 
join our band of volunteers to assist with the many and varied activities needed for each Division.  A 
Working With Children check as a volunteer is required (at no cost) and we can assist you in obtaining 
this, or you may already have one. 
 
Please contact Adrienne Casey, acasey@sgs.nsw.edu.au or ‘phone after hours on 0427102264 for fur-
ther information. 
 
 

mailto:acasey@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Monday 29 January to Friday, 13 April 
 
Friday 6 April 
Year 9 Geography Field Trip 
Year 11 Biology Field Trip 
 
Week 11 (A) 
Monday 9 April 
Parent/Teacher Interviews & Wednesday 11 
April 
HICES Debating Round 3 
Tuesday 10 April 
Bill Turner Cup – Soccer 
P&F AGM 
Wednesday 11 April 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
School Council Meeting 
Year 12 Hospitality Excursion – Muse Restau-
rant 
Thursday 12 April 
PESA National Conference to 14 April 
Primary Rugby 7s - U12 
Year 6 Combined Schools’ ANZAC Commemo-
rative  
Service Singleton 
Friday 13 April 
PESA National Conference to 14 April 
TAS Rugby Carnival Primary to 15 April 
 
End of Term 1 
 
Wednesday 25 April - ANZAC Day 
 
TERM 2  
Monday 30 April to Friday 29 June 
 
Week 1 (B) 
Monday 30 April 
Term 2 Commences 
Tuesday 1 May 
HRIS Secondary Open Netball Trials 
HRIS Secondary Rugby Trials 
Wednesday 2 May 
School Photos 
Vanuatu Information Evening 6pm in STLC 
Thursday 3 May 
Secondary Experience Day 
Friday 4 May 
HRIS Cross Country - Years 2 – 12 
 
Week 2 (A) 
Sunday 6 May 
Scone Horse Parade and School Fete 

Canteen Roster    

 
Monday, 29 January to Friday, 13 April 
 
Friday 6 April 
Fiona Bailey, Mel Gillett, Emma Sharpe 
 
Week 11 (A) 
Monday 9 April 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 10 April 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 11 April 
Fiona Bailey, Amanda Paradice 
Thursday 12 April 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart 
Friday 13 April 
Jenny Crackett, Kirrily Adams, Jacquie Henderson 
 
End of Term 1 
 
TERM 2 
Monday 30 April to Friday 29 June 
 
Week 1 (B) 
Monday 30 April 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 1 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 2 May 
Jenny Crackett, Timea Brayley 
Thursday 3 May 
Fiona Bailey, Tania Dart 
Friday 4 May 
Fiona Bailey, Erryn Day 
 
Week 2 (A) 
Monday 7 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 8 May 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 9 May 
Fiona Bailey, Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 10 May 
Jenny Crackett, Tracey Stewart 
Friday 11 May 
Scone Cup (Pupil Free Day) 


