
Thursday 10 May, 2018 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
What a wonderful and successful SGS Fete and Markets on Sunday! It 
was a beautiful day filled with colour, fun and excitement. The Market 
Street was full of a variety of stalls and was a perfect entry into the 
School grounds which were filled to overflowing with the hungry 
hordes and those looking to be entertained on a Sunday afternoon. 
 
The Yellow Cottage Parade Float was crowned Grand Champion of the 
Parade with their float of amazing colour and vibrancy. Our SGS Float 
was again decked out to ‘ignite the fun’ of the Parade.    
 
A great deal of thanks goes to everyone who contributed to this 
massive event making it run so smoothly, showcasing the SGS 
community. I am so thankful to the Fete Committee who worked so 
hard and with no fuss, under the leadership of Yvonne Clerke, Erryn 

Day and Ilona Malone. They have guided the whole school team beautifully. It is a joy to see 
students, staff, parents and friends all working alongside each other and having fun on an 
important day for the Upper Hunter. 
 
Please consider attending the workshop run by Where There’s a Will, presenting Dr Michael Carr-
Gregg. The flyer is in the Newsletter and will be distributed on the App. He is a renowned 
specialist in adolescence and will be a worthwhile speaker for all of us. 
 
Clothing Shop Contact 
Please do not use the personal mobile contact of Mrs Belinda Sowter for Clothing Shop requests. If 
you need to make contact, please use the School Office or the online ordering options. If it is an 
issue that needs a quick response the Office will do their best to assist you. 
 
Please continue to pray for rain which is so desperately needed in our region. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 

 
 

I would like to say a big thank you to all involved for making our School Fete such a wonderful occasion. 
Bathed in beautiful sunshine, our school was a hive of activity as it became the focal point of the town. 
Seeing the ‘wave’ of people make their way down to the school after the Parade was a truly remarkable 
sight. 
 
The number of parent volunteers on hand proves that our school community is alive and well and it really 
does send a message to the students that you care about their school. I would also like to draw attention 
to the number of teachers who gave up their time. Whether it was with set up, selling drinks and tickets 
for rides, coordinating student musical items, going on the float, clean up, pack up…it goes on…I would 
like to say thanks. To the amazing Fete Committee, your time, energy and passion is unrivalled. 
 
Events like our Fete don’t just happen. Everybody needs to play their part. Thank you for going above 
and beyond to play your part well. 
 
I would like to formally welcome Miss Sarah Finlayson to our school community. Miss Fin has taken a 
maternity leave position and has enjoyed her start with 5 Blue. We know she will be a wonderful asset to 
Scone Grammar School and will certainly add plenty to all we do here at SGS. 
 
It is with much excitement that I can share the news of the safe arrival of Archer Clifton. Aili and Sam 
welcomed Archer into the world on Wednesday May 2nd and according to mum he is “Too cute for 
words”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
“If Plan ‘A’ doesn’t work, just remember: The Alphabet has 25 more letters” – Unknown 

 
 
 

Word of the Week - Enthral e.g. she had been so enthralled by the adventure that she had hardly 
noticed the cold. 
ETYMOLOGY: late middle English. 
MEANING: capture the fascinated attention of. 
How can we use it this week: choose your learning path in order to be enthralled by all that you do. 
  
Congratulations to Charlton Hall (5 Blue), Georgia Henderson (3 Blue), Sam Brar (2 Blue), Jennie McGrath 
(4 Blue) and Belle Gough (6 Gold) who are all celebrating birthdays this week. I wish these students all 
the best as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our staff team have been learning about the value of Positive Psychology to enhance student learning. 
One practical example of where we have been using this knowledge is to design learning environments 
and activities where students can capitalise on the collective strengths they, and those who they share 
learning with, have.   
 
As part of our Grammar Minds focus, we have been designing learning experiences for our students to 
take advantage of group learning; this requires the character strength of teamwork and the learning 
disposition of collaboration.  
 
Group learning is an effective way to harness and value a wide range of God-given abilities, points of 
view and attitudes to issues, for students to combine their top character strengths, to gather input from 
all students, for students to experience ‘peer’ learning and feel valued for their views and ideas and to 
cultivate collaborative and interdependent habits through mindful and empathetic listening. Students have 
been learning that the keys to a well-functioning group are valuing others, tolerance and acceptance of 
individual differences.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; The Fete and those who organised it; For the gift of relationships; 
parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us.  
Pray for: God’s continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For families and students who are ill or struggling 
at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer requests can be sent to 
prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23&version=NIV
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
The first two weeks of term have been very busy, with the Secondary Experience Day, the School Fete 
and Poetry in Action to name a few. I would like to thank everyone for their involvement in these 
activities as they have been very enjoyable despite the hard work involved. 
 
It is two specific events I would like to focus on this week.  
 
At the Secondary Experience Day, one Year 8 boy, Chester Hall, and one Year 9 girl, Charlotte Heaton, 
spoke to the 110 students and a group of parents. Their brief was simple; two minutes on why you like 
the Secondary School at SGS. Both students spoke very well, and both talked about how this school just 
feels like a big family. This was a sentiment later reinforced by two current parents in the group who 
expressed how supported their children felt and how the school family was so different from any other 
school they had been at. 
 
The second thing was Tuesday this week while I was on lunch duty. A Kindy student came and knocked 
on the Year 12 Common Room door and asked if Tristan would come and play with him. What I didn’t 
know was that this had stemmed from a conversation on the bus in the morning. What I saw happen is 
the two School Captains come out of the Year 12 Common Room, where they could have been relaxing, 
eating a hot lunch, playing table tennis or drinking coffee, to spend most of lunch playing with one of the 
smallest members of the School Community. 
 
To finish this week I would like to say thank you to all the staff, students and parents who make this 
school one big family. 
 

“Never lose sight of the fact that the most important yardstick of your success will be how 
you treat other people - your family, friends, and co-workers, and even strangers you meet 

along the way.”  - Barbara Bush 
 

Have a great week! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

The Horse Parade was a celebration of our Yellow Cottage Community. The “Grand Champion” float 
showed our zest, our incredible teamwork, our appreciation of beauty and excellence, our 
perseverance and our connection between families, children and staff.  
 
Thank you to everyone for their contribution but also a special mention to the TYC Staff  - they go 
over and above in everything they do.  
 
 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making Connections 
Weekly challenges 

 
I was lucky enough to supervise an amazing performance from the Poetry in Action team on Tuesday as 
they presented to some of our students. Their performance was engaging and fun and some students 
asked me: “How do they remember all their lines and perform with such zest?” Firstly, I was thrilled to 
hear this student using the language of character strengths and then I reflected on this performance and 
realised that these actors were in a state of flow. 
 
Week 2 Challenge: What is flow? 
 

 Flow is the state where we are so absorbed in a task and a purpose that we forget time; 
 

 Flow is different from pleasure as we are doing something that can be demanding and require 
concentration; however, we are so absorbed that we can achieve great things. 

 
Reflect on this concept and share a time where you feel that you may have experienced flow.  
 
What was it about this task that had you completely absorbed? It is also interesting to make a link with 
character strengths: when our signature strengths are used to meet the challenge involved in flow 
activities we feel energised, creative and capable. 
 

“Flow is being completely involved in an activity for its own sake. The ego falls away. Time 
flies. Every action, movement, and thought follows inevitably from the previous one, like 

playing jazz”  
Mihaly Csikzentmihalyi 

 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Lest We Forget—25 April 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Raffle Winners—Fete & Markets 2018 
 
 
 
 

And the winners are………... 
 
  Amarna Resort stay + Whale Watching J Thompson  
  Sarah Bishop Art     Pauline McCosker 
  The Cottage Voucher    Garret Allen 
  Russley Rural Retreat Package  Mathew Wicks 
  Victoria’s Hair & Beauty Voucher  Liesa Guiana 
  Victoria’s Hair & Beauty Voucher  Jane Callinan 
  Aaron Henry Optometry Sunglasses Kirralee Green 
  Muswellbrook Race Day package  Karen Johnson 
  6 Bottles Red Wine Taghadoe Stud  Alice Forsythe 
  6 Bottles Red Wine Taghadoe Stud  Alice Forsythe 
  6 Bottles Red Wine Taghadoe Stud  Shirley Gill 
  6 Bottles Red Wine Taghadoe Stud  Giles Murehwa 
  Godolphin Stud Tour/Afternoon Tea Phil Rieck 
  Anytime Fitness Membership   Tracy Stewart 
  Byron Smith Carpet Cleaning   Garret Allen 
  Pet Medical Hamper    Rohr Family  
  Healthsave Pharmacy Hamper  Ross Day 
  Scone Newsagency Hamper   Michelle Singleton 
  Belmore Hotel Voucher    Dianna Daniels 
  Belmore Hotel Voucher    Scott Shann 
  Belmore Hotel Voucher    Phil Rieck 
 
On behalf of the 2018 SGS Fete & Market Committee a very big thank you to all the 

parents, students and staff who helped make this Fete a fantastic one! While 
chaotic at times, the day was a wonderful success.  

 
We look forward to announcing what the final profit figures are over the next 

couple of weeks. 
 

Thank you everyone!! 
 
 
 
 



‘Ignite the Fun of the Festival’ 



Sport News 
 
HRIS Cross Country  
 
A fantastic day of competition was held on Friday 4 May at the HRIS Cross Country. Approximately 100 
students from both Primary and Secondary travelled to Avondale College to compete. With a very 
summer like day it made for some very hot running conditions. This year our Secondary School placed 
13th overall and Primary placed 6th overall, each out of 16 schools. For the first time our Primary School 
also won the Handicap Trophy.  
 
To gain entry into the HRIS team for Secondary and compete at AICES, runners needed to finish in the 
top 10. Each event consisted of 80 other competitors. Congratulations to the following students: 
 

Anna Atkinson   17 Year Girls 5th  
Alex Catzikiris  17 Year Boys  9th 
 Charlie Richardson 13 Year Boys 10th 

 
To gain entry into the HRIS team and compete at CIS for Primary, the runners needed to finish in the 
top 15. Once again our runners were up against 80 other competitors. The carnival started with our 8 
year old students and 9 year old students. We had some great results in this age group. Georgia Maben 
3rd, Arabella Patterson 13th and Jackson Selwood 10th finished well in their age group but, unfortunately, 
although the 8 year olds and 9 year olds run separately on the day, they are competing against one 
another on time. For this reason, Georgia, Arabella and Jackson won’t be going further this year. 
Congratulations to the following students who will be going on to CIS: 
 

     Isabelle Burke   9 Year Girls  2nd 
     Grace Stenhouse  9 Year Girls  11th  
     Isabella Henderson  10 Year Girls 11th  
     Will Darling   10 Year Boys  15th  
     Hugo Firth   11 Year Boys 2nd  
     Lachlan Hails   11 Year Boys 7th  
     Max Patterson   12 Year Boys 11th  
     Lottie Firth   12 Year Girls 3rd  
     Sofia Edlington   12 Year Girls  10th  

 
AICES will be held on Tuesday 5 June 2018 at the Sydney International Equestrian Centre, Saxony Road,  
Horsley Park.  
 
CIS will be held on Thursday 14  June 2018 at Eastern Creek International Raceway. 
 
Further information to come. 
 
 
Miss Jessica Day  
 
 
 
 



 
 

HRIS Open Girls Netball & HRIS 16’s Rugby Union Trials 
 
Big congratulations to Anna Atkinson for the second consecutive year for her selection into the HRIS 
Open Netball Team. She will now compete with her team at the AICES Carnival on 21 June. We wish her 
all the best. 

 
Last week Ryan Clerke and Edward Bell were selected into the HRIS 16’s Rugby Union Team. 
Congratulations to the both of them. The boys will now spend a weekend training with their team before 
competing at the AICES Championships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
AICES 15’s Netball 
 
HUGE congratulations to Chelsea Bowditch for her selection into the AICES 15’s Netball Team. On 
Monday 7 May, Chelsea competed with her HRIS team at the AICES Carnival. Her team did a 
tremendous job finishing 2nd overall. Not only was the day a Gala Day but it was also a selection process 
for the AICES team. With 70 girls trialling for a spot in a 10 girl team this is an extraordinary effort and 
one that Chelsea should be so proud of. We are certainly proud of her achievement.  
 
 
 



After School Academic Programme—Term 2 



 

Community News 
 
 

 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Term 2 Monday 30 April to Friday 29 June 

 
Week 2 (A) 
Friday 11 May 
Scone Cup – Pupil Free Day 
Creating Safer Independent Schools All Staff PD 
 
Week 3 (B) 
Monday 14 May 
Primary Chess 
CIS Primary Hockey Trials 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme  
(Selected Girls Years 9 & 10) 
Tuesday 15 May 
AICES Rugby 
NAPLAN to 17 May 
Wednesday 16 May 
NAPLAN to 17 May 
Years 11 & 12 CAFS - UH Youth Council 
Thursday 17 May 
NAPLAN 
Year 10 Geography Fieldwork 
Year 8 Geography Competition - in class 
Friday 18 May 
Hunter Valley Careers Expo 
Year 9 Geography Competition - in class 
Year 1 Gymnastics in Scone 
Eisteddfod - School Choirs 
 
Week 4(A) 
Monday 21 May 
Year 10 Geography Comp - in class 
Year 10 Geography Excursion to Pukara 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme  
(Selected Girls Years 9 & 10) 
Tuesday 22 May 
HRIS Secondary Netball Gala Day 
Love Bites - Year 10 
Wednesday 23 May 
Years 11 & 12 Indust Tech - Visit Pilliga Timbers,  
Tamworth 
CIS Rugby League 15’s Trials 
CIS Rugby League Open Primary Trials 
Year 7B Geography Comp - Period 1 
Macbeth - The Rehearsal - Year 9 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 24 May 
AICES Touch Football 
Music Scholarships 
Friday 25 May 
HSC Seminar Day, Singleton 
Kia Ora Awards presented at Assembly 
Year 7G Geography Comp - in class 
Quirindi Horse Sports 
Year 1 Gymnastics 
 
Saturday 26 May 
AICES Rugby Camp to 27 May 
National Day of Thanksgiving 
Sunday 27 May 
AICES Rugby Camp 
Year 12 Geography Fieldwork to 28 May 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 2 Monday 30 April to Friday 29 June 

 
Week 2 (A) 
Friday 11 May 
Scone Cup—Pupil Free Day 
 
Week 3 (B) 
Monday 14 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 15 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 16 May 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 17 May 
Jenny Crackett, Bronwyn Redgate 
Friday 18 May 
Jenny Crackett, Amelia Wilkinson, Georgie Ryan 
 
Week 4(A) 
Monday 21 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 22 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 23 May 
Jenny Crackett, Acey Firth 
Thursday 24 May 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Shann 
Friday 25 May 
Jenny Crackett, Jacquie Henderson XXXX 
 
Week 5(B) 
Monday 28 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 29 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 30 May 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 31 May 
Jenny Crackett, Catherine Russell 
Friday 1 June 
Jenny Crackett, Kirrilee Green, Diana Gillett 
 
 
XXXX  Help Needed 


