
Thursday 17 May, 2018 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We are certainly into a full-on learning week with the excitement and 
special times of the festival behind us. It is delightful to walk around 
and witness students engrossed in their lessons and the learning 
activities. 
 
I have received very positive feedback on the conduct and attitude of 
our students who assisted serving at the Scone Cup and those who 
attended the UNE Open Day last week. It is always encouraging to 
receive such positive comments that demonstrate much of what we 
are seeking to achieve in our SGS young people. 
 
I have also been very busy doing new enrolment interviews for 
Kindergarten 2019. This is always a special time as I meet these eager 
youngsters and their parents.  We have very strong numbers and are 

confident we will have three Kindergarten classes in 2019. The enrolment for Year 7 is also looking 
very strong with very few, if any, places being available in 2019. 
 
We are leading up to our third day of training for staff in Visible Wellbeing on 1 June. On this day 
when the majority of staff will attend the Professional Development our students will be engaged 
in a wide range of sporting activities led by specialists in the fields. This Vividae Sports’ Day will be 
great fun. 
 
A reminder to consider Dr Michael Carr-Gregg’s presentation to parents next Tuesday at 7.00pm at 
Muswellbrook High School. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers remain with all those affected by the drought. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

  The team of SGS students helping to serve at the Scone Cup 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to take an opportunity to put the spotlight on some of our upcoming extra-curricular events. 
Proof that the opportunities are there if you want to take them!  
 
This Friday will see a number of our students take part in the Muswellbrook and Upper Hunter Eisteddfod 
- School Choirs Division. Performing on the big stage will be the Kindy Krooners, the Year 2 Melodic 
Minors, Voiceworx, and the SGS Secondary Choir. The opportunity to get up and perform in a 
public arena is a special one and I know our students will represent Scone Grammar School beautifully. A 
great deal of time and preparation goes into getting these groups to such a polished level and I would 
like to extend my thanks to Mr Jason Buckley, Mrs Tori Saunders and Mrs Wendy Hunt.  
 
This weekend will see our Primary Rugby 7s team head to Sydney to contest the State Primary 7s Finals. 
It has been a lengthy qualifying process which our boys have handled extremely well. They will play five 
matches in total with their final game being played at Allianz Stadium (Sydney Football Stadium to the 
purists!!). This particular game will also be a curtain raiser for the Waratahs - Highlanders match. It truly 
is a magical opportunity for our boys and I know they will play tough and represent our school to the 
highest standard. A big thank you to the coaches, Angus Patterson and Darren Crowther, for the time you 
have invested in training and preparing the boys. I would also like to thank Mrs Patterson for all she does 
in her role as Team Manager. We look forward to hearing the results over the weekend! 
 
Earlier this week, SGS sent a number of students to trial for the CIS Hockey Team. It 
was with great delight we received the news that Georgina Pratley was indeed 
successful in being selected for CIS. A truly remarkable achievement, given that over 60 
girls tried out. Georgina will now represent CIS at the PSSA Carnival which will take 
place in Sydney towards the end of June. I’m sure you will join me in wishing Georgina 
all the best. 
 
 
 

 
“I don’t want to be another wave in the ocean, I am a rock, not 

just another grain of sand” – Jon Bon Jovi 
 
 
 
Word of the Week - Loyal e.g. The football team have a large, loyal, following. 
ETYMOLOGY: late middle French. 
MEANING: faithful to one's oath, commitments, or obligations. 
How can we use it this week: Be loyal to your friends and team mates and assist them along the way. 
  
Congratulations to Angus Johnson (3 Blue), Oliver Grabham (2 Gold), Oliver Scott (2 Blue), Monty Bragg 
(K Blue), Grace Stenhouse (3 Blue), Matilda Holden (K Gold) and Lucy Ryan (6 Gold) who are all 
celebrating birthdays this week. I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their special day and 
share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
One of the foundation stones for our well-being is having an attitude of gratitude. Students at Scone 
Grammar School have been learning that having a heart of thankfulness is essential to living the life God 
wants us to live. An attitude of gratitude (a heart of thanks) strengthens friendships and families, sustains 
and grows faith, leads to generosity, is a cure for self-pity, is a defence against being materialistic, is the 
enemy of the attitude of ‘entitlement’ and self-centeredness, is an attitude to life and a condition of the 
heart, a command form God and a pre-requisite for joy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can we develop this attitude of gratitude?  
We can be aware on our absolute dependence on God. It is good to remind ourselves that we are alive 
today by the very power of God. Taking time to thank God for the most fundamental necessities of life 
can help remind us to have a heart of thankfulness. We can thank God in good times. We are encouraged 
to thank God through the tough times too. God said in Ephesians 5:20 ‘to give thanks for everything’. The 
key word is ‘everything’.  
 
What produces a heart of gratitude, more than anything else, is the acknowledgment of God’s greatest 
gift to us. I found that when all else fails, there is always one thing we can thank God for; that is the 
sacrifice of Jesus for our sins. We can be thankful that we have a way of being friends with God, through 
belief in what He has done and who He is! 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Ephesians 5:20 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us.  
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For families and students who are ill or struggling 
at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! (specific prayer requests can be sent to 
prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer group- not published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A20&version=NIV
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
I am setting the students a challenge for next week; stop grumbling about all the things that went wrong 
in your day and find one thing that made you smile and take a photo of it. I am encouraging students to 
come and show me their photos during the week; there may be treats on offer for good photos and 
stories and definitely a few donuts at the end of the week. 
 
Why is this my challenge for the week?  
 
It is a reminder of the motto for the year, "Watch the donut not the hole." Also, it is a really good way to 
see that even though life might not look great from where we stand, there are always things that can 
make us smile.  
 
The staff have been working with students in PAS and on other activities to build resilience, patience and 
positive outlooks. One PAS group meditated for half an hour and according to the students "nobody 
snored!", " but it was really good and I'm going to try the short meditation before my assessment task 
next week." One PAS group has been doing mindful colouring, to clear their thoughts in the middle of a 
very busy week. Another PAS group has been focusing on the beautiful patterns that nature provides us. 
 
Quotes for the week: 
 

"Enjoy the satisfaction that comes from doing little things well." H. Jackson Brown, Jr. 
 

"I think it's important to find the little things in everyday life that make you happy."  
Paula Cole 

 
"It's the little details that are vital. Little things make big things happen." John Wooden 

 
Have a great week. Below are some photos that made me smile this week. 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 
 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

This term we are focusing on developing Character Strengths. Our strengths of character make us 
who we are. When children, just like adults, use their top character strengths they feel energised, 
motivated. They build their sense of self esteem, competence and wellbeing. 
 
Strength-Spotting is an approach where educators deliberately identify and cultivate positive states, 
processes and qualities in the children. It’s about connecting the children with their inborn strengths 
in their character (e.g. humour, kindness) as well as their pursuits such as literacy or gross motor. 
Strength-Spotting encourages the educators to intentionally and regularly build upon the children’s 
positive qualities.  
 



 
Tales from The Yellow Cottage 

 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making Connections 
Weekly challenges 

 
Have you filled a bucket today? 
 
You may have heard this saying once or twice, but have you ever tried this with your child? It is a great 
way to express gratitude and kindness to those around us. The idea is that we all carry around an invisible 
bucket. This bucket is used to hold your good thoughts and feelings about yourself. When you are happy, 
it is full. When you are sad, it is empty. You need other people to fill your bucket and in turn, you need to 
fill others. 
 
Week 3 Challenge: Fill a bucket 
 
Every day, make a small contribution to someone else’s bucket and reflect on this with your family. Things 
such as: 
 

 Offering to help 

 Give a hug or a smile 

 Tell your family you love and appreciate them 

 Use kind words 
 

These small tasks can make an enormous impact on somebody else’s well-being and without realising it, 
you also fill your own bucket while making others feel good. 

 
 “As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to 

utter words, but to live by them” John F. Kennedy 
 

Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Sport News 
 
Girls Rugby 
 
The U14 girls had a very chilly start to their Friday night competition in Tamworth last week.  The U14s 
are starting to show some great combinations. The Team scored their first points with Caryss Parry 
scoring a run away try in their game against the more fancied Coona team. The girls went down 32-5 
but never gave up the fight. 
 
In their second game against Calrossy White, the Team’s confidence increased and they showed some 
great skills working hard at the breakdown. Bridie took every opportunity scoring 2 tries and Caryss & 
Amory never giving up the chase in defence.  Great to see. The final score was a win to Calrossy White 
20-10. It was great to see the girls enjoy the games & never give up.  Bridie received the players’ Player 
Award. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Sarah, Grace, Bridgette, Sophia, Bridie, Eliza, Goergie, Amory, Emme, Ally & Caryss 

 

In the  U16 Girls we have combined a team with girls from St Josephs Aberdeen and the team had to 
play a faster 7’s game for this week . Luckily we have more than a couple of speedsters in our team!  

Aurora Manwarring, Laura Sadler and Jazz Orton played the more experienced Coonabarabran team in 
the first game going down, 25-5 with Laura getting over the line. The girls worked their way into the 
game & never gave up the battle. In their second game against McCathy you could see the team grow 
in confidence & skills with some great support play and defeating McCathy 29-17. Laura was on a roll in 
this game scoring 4 great tries. Jorjo Edwards made 2 conversions to keep the score rolling along.  
The try of the match was a great team try with all players supporting each other, taking the ball up, 
popping the ball and some nice passing to see Jorja Edwards score under the post. It was a joy to watch 
and a great win.  Laura received the players’ Player Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Michelle Edwards 



 

Rowing News 
 
Our SGS Rowing Programme is in expert hands with 
Mrs Chris Brennan at the helm, having just returned 
from a very successful meet competing at the 
Australian Masters Rowing Competition at Lake 
Barrington, Tasmania.  
 
Competing in the age bracket 60 to 64, Chris won 5 
medals in total - Bronze in the Single Skull, Bronze and 
Gold in the Double Skull, Gold in the Mixed Division 
Double Skull and Gold in the Mixed Division Quad Skull. 
Chris is now in training for the State Rowing at Penrith 
in 2 week’s time.  
 
Riding the wave of this Masters success, Chris has 
returned to school full of enthusiasm and is looking 
forward to commencing next week, our Tuesday early 
morning Rowing Programme with our committed Year 
7, Year 8 and Year 9 rowers at Lake Glenbawn. May the 
water be smooth and the frosts not too severe! 
 
We look forward to providing the School Community 
with regular updates on the progress of our SGS 
Rowing Squad.  
 
Alice Forsythe 

 
Equestrian News 
 
SGS show shirts are now available for purchase in the Clothing Shop. For students wishing to purchase 
larger sizes please send me an email – annedaviesno1@activ8.net.au and I will order direct for you from 
Farrams. 
 

Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-Ordinator 

 

Carl Weber Full Sized Piano—FREE to good home! 
Is anyone looking for a piano?  

Mr & Mrs Tes are wanting to give their full sized upright Carl Weber 
piano away. The piano is in very good condition and comes with a 
piano stool.  

If interested, please contact Rob Tes on 0428 165 400. 

mailto:annedaviesno1@activ8.net.au


 



Scone Films 
 

Scone Films presents:  FINDING YOUR FEET, starring Imelda Staunton, Celia Imrie, Timothy Spall 
and Joanna Lumley.    

Rated M  screening at 7.30pm on Friday 18th May, at their pop-up cinema at the Senior Citizens’ 
Centre, Oxford Road, Scone.   

Tickets are $12 and to be sure of a ticket, purchase in advance from our website or at Hunt a Book, 
Scone.   

Running time is 1hr 58.   
Everyone is welcome.  Refreshments also available.   

Details  www.sconefilms.org.au    www.facebook.com/sconefilms  
 

http://www.sconefilms.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/sconefilms


Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 
 
Week 3(B) 
Friday 18 May 
Hunter Valley Careers Expo 
Year 9 Geography Comp - in class 
Year 1 Gymnastics in Scone 
Eisteddfod - School Choirs 
Saturday 19 May 
ACER 2019 Scholarship Test Day 
Primary Rugby 7’s – State Finals 
 
Week 4(A) 
Monday 21 May 
Year 10 Geography Comp - in class 
Year 10 Geography Excursion to Pukara 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme  
(Selected Girls Years 9 & 10) 
Tuesday 22 May 
HRIS Second Netball Gala 
Love Bites - Year 10 
Wednesday 23 May 
Year 7 Gideons’ Visit – during Period 2 
Years 11 & 12 Indust. Tech - Visit Pilliga Timbers, 
Tamworth 
CIS Rugby League 15’s Trials 
CIS Rugby League Open Primary Trials 
Year 7B Geography Comp - Period 1 
Macbeth - The Rehearsal - Year 9 
Music Scholarship 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 24 May 
AICES Touch Football 
Music Scholarships 
Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea – Recess on TTC 
Deck 
Years 9 & 10 Ag Merriwa Farm Safety Day 
Friday 25 May 
HSC Seminar Day, Singleton 
Kia Ora Awards presented at Assembly 
Year 7G Geography Comp - in class 
Quirindi Horse Sports 
Year 1 Gymnastics 
Saturday 26 May 
AICES Rugby Camp to 27 May 
National Day of Thanksgiving 
Sunday 27 May 
AICES Rugby Camp 
Year 12 Geography Fieldwork to 28 May 
 
Week 5(B) 
Monday 28 May 
Year 12 Geography Fieldwork returns 
Years 7-10 Exams to 31 May 
Tuesday 29 May 
CIS Primary Rugby Union Trials & 30 May 
Secondary Athletics Half Day 800m; High Jump, Triple 
Jump Events 
Upper Hunter Youth Leadership Summit 
Years 7-10 Exams to 31 May 
Wednesday 30 May 
Years 7-10 Exams to 31 May 
CIS Primary Rugby Union Trials return 

 

For Your Diary 
 
Week 5(B) Continued 
Thursday 31 May 
Years 7-10 Exams to 31 May 
Friday 1 June 
Cross Fit Mini Mudder Excursion 
Visible Well-being Training 
HRIS Heads' Meeting SGS Hosting 
Year 12 Business Studies Excursion to Westrac 
Tomago 
North West Equestrian Expo – Coonabarabran 
Year 1 Gymnastics 
Vividae Sport – Kinder to Year 10 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
Week 3 (B) 
Friday 18 May    
Jenny Crackett, Amelia Wilkinson  XXXX 
      
Week 4(A) 
Monday 21 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 22 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 23 May 
Jenny Crackett, Acey Firth 
Thursday 24 May 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Shann 
Friday 25 May 
Jenny Crackett, Jacquie Henderson, Georgie Ryan 
 
Week 5(B) 
Monday 28 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 29 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 30 May 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 31 May 
Jenny Crackett, Catherine Russell 
Friday 1 June 
Jenny Crackett, Kirrilee Green, Diana Gillett 
 
Week 6(A) 
Monday 4 June 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 5 June 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 6 June 
Fiona Bailey, Mandy Kennedy 
Thursday 7 June 
Jenny Crackett XXXX  
Friday 8 June 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart, Joplin Higgins 

 
XXXX = Helper Needed 


