
Thursday 24 May, 2018 

 
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We offer a wonderful range of opportunities for the students of SGS. 
Our students will take these with both hands and achieve so much 
through their experiences. It was delightful to receive wonderful 
feedback and excellent results from our Choirs at the recent 
Muswellbrook and Upper Hunter Eisteddfod. A huge thank you to the 
staff who are guiding these choirs and offering this opportunity.  
 
This week we have also had students represent at HRIS and AICES 
levels in Netball and Touch Football and had students trial for CIS 
Rugby League teams. Our students are blessed with the support given 
by their parents and our staff. 
 
Dr Michael Carr-Gregg was outstanding earlier in the week. He 

presented a picture of concern at the level of mental health issues for our young people but also 
shared practical strategies to assist them to navigate the complex world they live in. One simple 
strategy was ‘One Hour of Screen time – One Hour of Green (active) time’. 
 
His message also reinforced how significant our direction of Positive Education is as we work with 
each students Character Strengths and help them develop their knowledge of and belief in 
themselves.   
 
Please keep praying for that much needed rain to fall in our area. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 



 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I mentioned last week that our Open Primary Rugby 7’s 
team were competing in the State finals in Sydney over the 
weekend. I was delighted to hear that our boys came away 
with the Division 2 title! After winning two out of their three 
pool games through tough, smart rugby, they then won 
their qualifying final, placing them in the Division 2 final 
which was played at Allianz Stadium as a curtain raiser to 
the Waratahs vs Highlanders match. Their final was a nail 
biter and ended one try apiece. Given that SGS were the 
first scorers, they were awarded the victory. The win came 
with some fine silverware which we will have on display at 
school. We are very proud of the boys and the way they 
conducted themselves both on and off the field. A big thanks 
to the parents for their support and encouragement and a 
special thanks to Angus Patterson, Darren Crowther and 
Amy Patterson for their time and dedication coaching and 
managing the team. 
 
There is a proper buzz around the school at the moment as 
we draw closer to the opening night of our school musical 
‘Seussical Jr’. There have been countless hours spent 
behind the scenes; painting sets, sewing costumes, band 
rehearsals, singing rehearsals, promotional work….it goes 
on! I can guarantee it will be bright, colourful and most 
entertaining. You would have already received a notification 
indicating tickets are now available. May I encourage you to 
get in and snap your tickets up using the following link: 
www.trybooking.com/384397. You don’t want to miss this 
one! 
 
 
 

“Remember that guy that gave up? Neither does anyone else!” –
 Anonymous 

 
 
 
Word of the Week - Decisive e.g. Your argument was the decisive one. 
ETYMOLOGY: Medieval Latin 
MEANING: Having the power or quality of deciding; putting an end to something; crucial or most 
important.  
How can we use it this week: Apply plenty of thought when you make a decisive choice. 
  
Congratulations to Luke Baker (3 Blue), Seth Coe (4 Gold), Sam Lambley (4 Blue), Alyssa Sowter (4 
Gold), Alice Walsh (5 Blue) and Olivia Thrift (4 Blue) who are all celebrating birthdays this week. I wish 
these students all the best as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 

http://www.trybooking.com/384397


From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
At Scone Grammar School we believe that a good ‘education’ is about more than simply getting good 
marks. It is about becoming a healthy and responsible member of society and succeeding in life; knowing 
how to build respectful relationships is key in achieving this. The unacceptably high rates of violence that 
occur within relationships, in particular violence against women, are well-documented. We know that 
cultural change is necessary and that education settings can play an integral role in this. Evidence shows 
that schools can play a powerful role in changing this story for future generations. 

 
 
Accordingly, our Year 10 students annually participate in a full day workshop called LOVE BITES. On 
Tuesday, Upper Hunter sexual assault workers, domestic violence workers, youth workers and Police 
facilitated this programme for us. The day consisted of two interactive education workshops on Domestic 
and Family Violence and Sexual Assault, followed by creative workshops that consolidate the information 
from the morning; our students choose between an art or music elective. The artworks and other work 
created in the creative sessions will be the basis for local campaigns to challenge violence against women 
in our community. This campaign is led by and delivered by young people. This programme is one of 
many offered to our students which focus upon building the capacity for strength, honour and 
responsibility in our young people.  

 

                 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Ephesians 4:32  
Give thanks for: God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way 
to be friends with God; For the gift of positive and healthy relationships; parents, teachers and supporters 
who truly care for us 
Pray for: Year 7-10 students participating in upcoming exams; For the school building project; For 
families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! 
(specific prayer requests can be sent to prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au to be prayed for by our weekly prayer 
group- not published in newsletter)  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  

 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A32
mailto:prayers@sgsnsw.edu.au
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
Since I wrote last week there has been a Year 10 excursion to Redhead; a Years 11 and 12 trip to the 
Hunter Valley Careers Expo; a Bell Shakespeare performance enjoyed by Year 8 Drama and Year 9 
English; the Eisteddfod; the Year 10 Love Bites day; and great learning in our other classes. So really 
another busy week packed with learning experiences.  
 
There were also learning experiences for our staff. The AIS School Improvement Team worked with 
Primary and Secondary staff on further improving practice with a focus on literacy. On Tuesday night, 
thanks to Where There's a Will, many of the staff listened to Dr Michael Carr-Gregg at Muswellbrook High 
School. There were many messages for everyone in his presentation and I thought I would share just a 
few. 
 
The first for me was "Lower wellbeing was associated with lower levels of activity - 23% of adolescents 
were active once a week or less." He went on to discuss findings from many investigations into 
adolescent mental health that showed a conclusive link between being active and being better able to 
cope in a changing world. The next was a quote from Mary Tyler-Moore “You can't be brave if you've only 
had wonderful things happen to you."  
 
In the next few weeks I will be focusing on these two points with our students. 
 
Quote of the week 
 

"You can't be brave if you've only had wonderful things happen to you." Mary Tyler-Moore  
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

Year 12 University Entry Information Night 
 
For our Year 12 families, please note we will be hosting early in Term 3, our own in-house University 
Entry/Careers Information Night at school. In the meantime, for those students who are thinking about 
their options already, there is a University Entry Information Evening hosted by the Upper Hunter 
Education Fund Inc. on Thursday 31 May, at 5.30pm at St Joseph’s Library, Aberdeen. 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Strength-Spotting is an approach where educators deliberately identify and cultivate positive states, 
processes and qualities in the children. It’s about connecting the children with their inborn strengths 
in their character (e.g. humour, kindness) as well as their pursuits such as literacy or gross motor 
skills. Strength-Spotting encourages the educators to intentionally and regularly build upon the chil-
dren’s positive qualities.  
 
What Strengths have you seen in your children this week? 
 

 
 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 

 
Making Connections— Weekly Challenges 

 
Brain Stretch 
 
During adolescence, students’ capacities to stay focused on the job at hand and ignore distractions are 
often tested. Focusing on the strengths of leadership, bravery, self-regulation and perspective will connect 
them with the moment, enabling them to do the right thing and do the thing right. It’s about developing 
grit = passion + long term persistence.  
 
Many students need to learn the difference between activity and action which is:  
 
•  activity – having little meaning and purpose for what they do and allowing their minds to be hijacked 
 by their emotions;  

 action – having meaning and purpose for what they do and following through on what they say they 
will do; 

 
Leaders know that difference and show it in their every thought, word and action.  
 
Several of the key ingredients which make up leadership are believing that others matter; having a higher 
purpose in life; using a combination of their own and others’ strengths to achieve what the group sets out 
to do; understanding that the right thing to do is nearly always the hard thing to do and then being 
prepared to do it; and welcoming challenges and overcome them by using growth mindsets to learn new 
approaches to build their brain’s abilities.  
 

“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much.” Helen Keller 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod - Choirs 
 
 
Great success for our choirs at the Muswellbrook & Upper 
Hunter Eisteddfod last week. A clean sweep in the Infants 
Section with 3 first places - Kindergarten 1st in Own Choice; 
Year 2 1st in Sacred Song and 1st in Whole Class. 
Kindergarten also came 2nd in Whole Class; Primary 
Voiceworx - 1st in Two Contrasting Pieces and 2nd in Own 
Choice and the Senior Choir - 2nd in Two Contrasting Pieces.  
 
Congratulations to all students and staff involved - a 
wonderful achievement!  

Kindy Krooners 



 

Curriculum News 
 
Year 10 Geographers Explore the Issues 
 
On Thursday May 17, Year 10 students carried out fieldwork at Redhead Beach. The weather was perfect 
for the activities undertaken with expert guidance provided by Peter and Donna from Awabakal 
Environmental Education Centre. Students examined environmental change and management at Redhead 
Beach, enriching their study of ‘Environmental Change and Management’, one of the core units in the Year 
10 course. Students carried out measurements of the biophysical environment, tested the surf for 
longshore drift and examined environmental issues observable at a variety of sites surrounding the beach.  
 
This study enabled students to see firsthand the importance of active management strategies to help 
preserve the biodiversity and habitat of coastal environments. Good management enables all stakeholders, 
including surfers, dog walkers, families and local residents, to continue enjoying the environment of 
Redhead Beach.  
 
Ms Gibson  

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

Big kids having fun in the playground Year 10 Geography at Redhead Beach 

 Measuring biophysical factors at 
Redhead 

Chloe & Ruby recording 
observations 

Lila & Jess at Redhead Beach Observing long shore drift 



Debating News 
 
HICES Debating 
 
Two SGS Debating Teams will be progressing to the Finals in the HICES Debating Competition, which 
will begin in in a couple of weeks. The Junior A Team and the Middle A Team have both won a place in 
the finals which will take place in early June.  
 
Congratulations to Dan Crowther, Sarah Clark, Hannah Glenn, Scarlet Frampton, Charlotte Kelly, Max 
Seale, Heidi Edlington, Adam Chesworth and Kristen Martin for their tremendous success so far. 
 
All six SGS teams worked hard over the last four months and I am very proud of the effort put in by 
each team member. 
 

Muswellbrook and Upper Hunter Eisteddfod - Debating 
 
This year two Scone Grammar teams have entered in the Muswellbrook and Upper Hunter Eisteddfod 
Debating Section. The topic to be discussed is ‘That Australia should become a republic.’ The Convenor, 
Graham Turvey, has kindly offered to hold the Debate at SGS to save us having to travel to 
Muswellbrook. I am hoping as many people as possible will be able to attend on June 7 at 4 pm to 
watch both teams debate a topic which people tend to have strong opinions both for and against.  
 
Ruby Wong, Kristen Martin, Lexi Walsh and Emily Winfield make up one team and Max Seale, Hamish 
Guiana, Charlotte Heaton and Destiny Wilton are the second team entered. This Thursday we will decide 
on who is taking the affirmative and negative argument. 
 
Deb Moore 
 

Careers News 
The Hunter Valley Careers Expo on May 18 gave Year 11 and 12 students an opportunity to gather 
information about what was available to them post-HSC.  Exhibitors included all the TAFE and University 
campuses, a variety of design schools, the Defence Forces, the Police Force, and dozens more. 
 
Senior students who are planning on going to university are currently investigating campuses of their 
choice during their Open Days.  The University of New England in Armidale had their Open Day on May 
11 and Charles Sturt University and Newcastle University both have their Open Days in June / July.  
These are always valuable opportunities for students to learn about the practicalities of university life, 
including scholarship information and course requirements. 

 



Sport News 
 
HRIS Secondary Netball 
 
On Tuesday we had two teams head to Newcastle to compete in a HRIS Netball Gala Day. Our girls 
showed zest and perseverance all day, competing against some very tough teams.  
 
Our Senior Girls, captained by Anna Atkinson, fought hard in the finals going down by only 5 against 
Lakes Grammar to place 4th overall out of 11 teams.  
 
The 14 Girls started the day with two injured players. Captain, Charlotte Kelly who was unable to play  
due to a broken finger, encouraged the girls from the side line. The girls dug deep and improved 
throughout the day to come 8th overall.  
 
Congratulations to all the girls! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CIS Primary & Secondary Rugby League Trials 
 
Congratulations to three Primary boys, Lachlan Hails, Daniel Crowther and Matthew Edwards who were 
selected to represent our school at the CIS Primary Rugby League Trials on Wednesday. All boys played 
extremely well on the day with Matthew Edwards selected as a shadow player in the CIS Team. This is a 
huge effort and one that we are very proud of!  
 
Ryan Clerke from Year 10 also had a successful day having been selected in the U15’s CIS Rugby 
League Squad. Ryan will now head to a 3 day training camp in Sydney, where the selectors will pick a 
team of 25 out of 37 players to then compete in a week long national competition.  
 
Congratulations to all 4 boys on a fantastic effort! 
 
Miss Jess Day 
 



Primary Rugby 7’s State Final 
 
On Saturday 19 May, Scone Grammar’s Primary Rugby 7’s team ventured to Sydney to contest the 
State Finals Championship. Their qualification came as a result of winning the Zone and Regional 
Carnivals. 
 
The competition was extremely fierce, but the boys dug deep playing some excellent rugby, coming 
away with 4 from 5 wins. 
 
After winning 2 of their 3 pool games they progressed to the Second Division semi-final.  They met St 
Mary’s Dubbo which was to be the toughest and most physical game of the day.  Coming back from 2 
tries down, SGS came away with a well-deserved win, securing this win in the final seconds 6 tries to 
5.  This win saw SGS draw Valentine in the Grand Final, playing for the State Shield.  This game was 
played as a curtain raiser to the Waratahs and Highlanders game.   
 
All teams and supporters travelled to Allianz Stadium where they played the GF.  Another tight game, 
and after being held up over the try line twice we finally scored the first try of the game.  Valentine 
then fought back with a runaway try up the side line.  SGS was unable to get across the line again 
however, secured the game as we were the first try scorers.   
 
The boys then enjoyed the presentation and received the ‘Shield’ on the stadium oval.  The team  
stayed on the oval to watch the Waratahs and the Highlanders warm up, before heading to the stand 
to watch an excellent game of rugby. All in all, this was a fabulous day of rugby and we were very 
proud of the boys and the way they played and conducted themselves on and off the field.   
 
A special thank you to the parents that have provided much support and to the coaches, Angus 
Patterson and Darren Crowther, we appreciate the time and dedication you have provided. 
 
Team: Max Patterson, Matthew Edwards, Harry Faulkner, Daniel Crowther, Hamish McRae, Alex 
Bishop, Rourke Sharpe, Dempsey Smith, Lachlan Hails and Harry Warner. 
 
Mrs Amy Patterson 
 
 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 

 
Term 2:  Monday 30 April to Friday 29 June 
 
Week 4(A) 
Friday 25 May 
HSC Seminar Day, Singleton 
Kia Ora Awards presented at Assembly 
Year 7G Geography Comp - in class 
Quirindi Horse Sports 
Year 1 Gymnastics 
Saturday 26 May 
AICES Rugby Camp to 27 May 
National Day of Thanksgiving 
 
Week 5(B) 
Sunday 27 May 
AICES Rugby Camp - return 
Year 12 Geography Fieldwork to 28 May 
Monday 28 May 
Year 12 Geography Fieldwork return 
Years 7-10 Exams to 31 May 
Tuesday 29 May 
CIS Primary Rugby Union Trials & 30 May 
Secondary Athletics Half Day 800m; High Jump, 
Triple Jump Events 
Upper Hunter Youth Leadership Summit 
Years 7-10 Exams to 31 May 
Wednesday 30 May 
Years 7-10 Exams to 31 May 
CIS Primary Rugby Union Trials return 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 31 May 
Years 7-10 Exams to 31 May 
Friday 1 June 
Cross Fit Mini Mudder Excursion 
Visible Staff Well-being Training /  
Vividae Sport – Kinder to Year 10 
HRIS Heads' Meeting SGS Hosting 
Year 12 Business Studies Excursion to Westrac 
Tomago 
Year 10 Elect Geography to Burning Mountain 
North West Equestrian Expo – Coonabarabran 
Year 1 Gymnastics 

 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 2:  Monday 30 April to Friday 29 June 
 
Week 4(A) 
Friday 25 May 
Jenny Crackett, Catherine Russell, Georgie Ryan 
 
Week 5(B) 
Monday 28 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 29 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 30 May 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 31 May 
Jenny Crackett, Jacquie Henderson  
Friday 1 June 
Jenny Crackett, Kirrilee Green, Diana Gillett 
 
Week 6(A) 
Monday 4 June 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 5 June 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 6 June 
Fiona Bailey, Mandy Kennedy 
Thursday 7 June 
Jenny Crackett, Sue Goodhew 
Friday 8 June 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart, Joplin Higgins 
 
Week 7(B) 
Monday 11 June 
Long Weekend - Public Holiday 
Tuesday 12 June 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 13 June 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 14 June 
Fiona Bailey, Sarah Stanford 
Friday 15 June 
Fiona Bailey, Emma Sharpe   
Secondary Athletics Carnival 
 


