
Thursday 3 May, 2018 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We are well under way for Term 2 and it has been a very exciting and 
positive week at school. We had an inspiring presentation by Michael 
Crossland to all Secondary Students on Tuesday, thanks to the Upper 
Hunter Community Services. There was something positive to take 
away for everyone who attended this excellent presentation. 
 
It is of course Fete preparation week which always builds great 
excitement in the community. It is with a great deal of gratitude to 
everyone for their contributions to get this major event off the ground, 
especially the Fete Committee so ably led by Yvonne Clerke and Erryn 
Day. I hope that as many members of the School Community can 
enjoy the Fete on Sunday and enjoy working together to contribute to 
our fund raising and to our local community. 
 

The Horse Festival guest entertainer Mr Guy McClean will visit the school on Friday at 12.15 to 
entertain students before we get into the ‘big shift’ and set up the grounds ready for Sunday. 
 
Thank you to all those who were able to represent SGS at the many Dawn Services and Marches 
for ANZAC Day across the region. It is wonderful to have students and staff represent us and for 
our students to grow in the understanding of the significance of the sacrifices made in war by so 
many. 
 
The holidays were full with many special activities offered to our students. As I watched the 
Suesucial Jr. cast rehearse I reflected on the depth and value given to students across the holiday 
period and the commitment of staff and parents to enable these activities to occur. We had the 
two days of Sailing Camp, the Primary Rugby Team’s successful TAS Primary Games, KYCK 
Conference, and Senior classes working together at school. I hope I have not missed mentioning 
other activities worth celebrating! I trust all students and staff managed to have a break at some 
stage over the holiday period! 
 
I am looking forward to the Fete and the Horse Festival and hope to see many of you during this 
festival time. 
 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Markets 9.00am to 4.00pm 
Fete from 12.00pm onwards 

SUNDAY 6 May 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 

 
 
A big welcome back for what will be another jam packed term full of opportunities. We have certainly hit 
the ground running this term, with Week One already containing many activities including school photos, 
Year 5 and 6 taking part in a Secondary Experience Day, HRIS Cross Country and an Out of Uniform Day 
to support our Fete stalls. There really is no time to catch your breath! 
 
I would like to acknowledge the number of school activities that took place during the holidays. Our 
Primary Opens Rugby team travelled to Armidale to compete in the TAS Carnival and after four 
resounding victories the boys went down by one try in their final. A massive effort, again proving we 
punch well above our weight on the big stage. Equally as pleasing was their conduct off the field where 
they represented our school with distinction. We also had a number of staff and students at school during 
the second week of the holidays for Musical rehearsal. It is coming along remarkably well and the 
upcoming shows (in June) will be an absolute spectacle. Watch this space for ticket details! Our school 
had a wonderful representation at ANZAC Day Services across the Upper Hunter. I was especially proud 
of those students who set their alarms and attended the Dawn Service. It’s a special occasion and our 
students were brilliant. 
 
There has been plenty of work going on behind the scenes as preparation for our School Fete kicks into 
gear. The Fete is one of the best ways for families and friends to really get in and support our school. 
Thank you to those parents who have already put their name down to volunteer some time, it makes a 
huge difference. I’m sure there are still spots available if you are yet to put your name down. It is sure to 
be a whole heap of fun and I look forward to seeing you there. 
 
 

“Whatever you are, be a good one” – Abraham Lincoln 
 
 
 
Word of the Week - Compassion e.g. That kind of compassion might go a long way toward helping us 
begin to respond to our friend who is hurting.  
ETYMOLOGY: M iddle English 
MEANING: Feeling of deep sympathy and sorrow for another, accompanied by a strong desire 

to alleviate the suffering. 
How we can use it this week: Keep a really close eye out on our friends and help them when you notice 
they are upset. 
  
Congratulations to Hamish Davidson (4 Gold), Isabella Hill (2 Gold), Audrey Gill (6 Blue), Luca Allen (1 
Gold), Oliver Dart (5 Blue), Mackenzie Hails (2 Blue), Adelaide Fraser (1 Blue), Teagan Stewart (2 Blue), 
Oli Green (2 Gold), Hugo Fernandes (4 Gold), Bridie O’Neill (5 Blue), Jack Daniels (K Gold) and Georgia 
Maben (6 Blue) who are all celebrating birthdays this week. I wish these students all the best as they 
enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 

 
 
 
 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
This week Secondary students attended a presentation by Mr. Michael Crossland. This presentation was a 
joint venture with Upper Hunter Community Services who kindly sponsored this event. Being engaged in 
Michael’s story of resilience and hope gave our students insights into the mindsets that enable the strong 
self-efficacy to become more resilient and hopeful in life. Michael’s emotive presentation also highlighted 
the concept of living a life defined by serving and helping others rather than self. He encouraged our 
students to respond positively to their challenges rather than allow them to be barriers which limit life and 
stunt their growth.    
 
Year 12 student, Kaitlin Smith commented “(to Michael Crossland) Thank you for sharing your 
story with us today in such an inspiring and motivational way. Myself, as well as many 
others, were certainly touched by your personal journey and undoubtedly view our future 
challenges with a new perspective.”  

 
Scone Grammar School was a keen participant in this presentation as we believe in providing 
opportunities for our students to develop the God-given skills and talents necessary to live a successful 
and hopeful life well beyond their traditional ‘schooling years’. Learning about resilience and the mindsets 
that promote hope are key components of our strengths based approach to the building up of our young 
people.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; a safe holiday period; parents, teachers 
and supporters who truly care for us; those who inspire us  
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; Our Fete; For families and students who are ill or 
struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate Atkinson  
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
Welcome to Term Two, perhaps a busier one than first term. Thank you to all the families who were able 
to attend local ANZAC Services. I know participation from the whole community was up at all Services. I 
had the privilege of attending the Merriwa Service where more wreaths were laid this year than ever 
before. To quote Rev Kirkby, "There must be no colour left anywhere in Merriwa." It was lovely to see so 
many of our students dressed so smartly in their school uniforms participating in various Marches across 
our community. 
 
As we start the winter terms, I would like to remind everyone about wearing their winter uniform 
properly. If the weather stays as warm as it has been, students will be instructed when they can remove 
blazers, otherwise they are expected to wear full uniform whenever they are out of school grounds.  
 
I spent the last few days of last term at the Positive Education Conference in Geelong as part of the 
group of 31 sponsored by Where There's A Will. It was an excellent Conference in surroundings that 
made me think Hogwarts was real! In the next few weeks, I will share highlights of the Conference with 
everyone but I would like to start by encouraging students to get out of their comfort zones and try 
different things. My focus for students this term is to be courageous not comfortable. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the Fete on Sunday. 
 
Quote of the week 

 
"You can choose courage or you can choose comfort but you cannot choose both."  

Brene Brown 
 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis  
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 
This term we are focusing on developing Character Strengths. Our strengths of character make us 
who we are. When children, just like adults use their top character strengths they feel energized, 
motivated. They build their sense of self esteem, competence and wellbeing. 
 
Each week this term we are going to be strength spotting at TYC. This week we are going to focus on 
kindness. 
 
At The Yellow Cottage we work on kindness everyday. We are kind to our friends, we are kind to our 
plants, we are kind to our teachers, we are kind to our neighbours, we love to complete random acts 
of kindness.  
 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 

 
Making Connections 

Weekly Challenges 
 
 

 

 
Welcome to Term Two! I hope you have all had a wonderful break with those in your care and have taken 
the time to reconnect after a busy beginning to the year. 
 
This term, I am going to set our Scone Grammar families weekly challenges. These small activities are 
quick yet meaningful ways in which you can keep an eye on the well-being of those in your care. Take the 
time over afternoon tea, dinner or before bed to have a go at the challenges, they will boost your 
knowledge of well-being as well as give you a chance to check in with your child. 
 
Week 1 Challenge: What is happiness? 
 

 Positive Experiences: Ask your child to a recall a moment where they have felt truly happy and 
reflect with them on what was about that moment that created that happiness. 

 Flourishing Experiences: Then ask them to recall a time where they have felt happiness through the 
act of doing good or right by others. How did this moment make them feel? What emotions were 
felt? 

 
This act of reflection is important as it highlights that happiness is not just a state of pleasure (hedonic 
well-being), it is also a shared experience with those around us (eudaimonic well-being). Both of these 
elements help us all to achieve a sense of well-being and joy in our lives. 
 
“Schools are at their dynamic best when teachers and parents work hand-in-hand together”  

Michael Grose 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

Equestrian News 
 
EVENT:  Hunter Valley Grammar School Equestrian Interschools Championships 2018 
 
WHEN:  Saturday 26th May  
 
EVENTS:  Dressage, Showjumping and Combined Training 
 
INFORMATION:  www.hvgs.nsw.edu.au/equestrian.html 
 
ENTRIES CLOSE:  12th May 
 
Enter online through nominate. 
 
If any students would like to participate in this event please email Student Services -  
studentservices@sgs.nsw.edu.au so as we can determine if a staff member should also accompany the 
students. 
 
 
 

http://www.hvgs.nsw.edu.au/equestrian.html


Don’t Forget…….. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Only 3 more sleeps to go before we celebrate our school Fete for another year!  
 

Thank you to all families, staff and students who have helped in anyway with the lead up to the Fete - 
whether it has been baking cakes, filling Tombola jars, selling raffle tickets, donating time on the food 

stalls. Every little bit of help is very much appreciated. 
 

To all our Fete sponsors and business supporters who have so generously donated - we thank you! 
 

GOLD SPONSOR 
John Flood Real Estate 

________________________________________________ 
 

BRONZE SPONSOR 
Scone Equine Hospital 

Aaron Henry Optometry 
No Bull Skip Bins 
Coolmore Stud 

Upper Hunter Shire Council 
________________________________________________ 

 
RAFFLE SPONSORS 

Sarah Bishop  
The Cottage 

Aaron Henry Optometry 
Anytime Fitness Scone 

Muswellbrook Race Club 
Russley Rural Retreat 

Pet Medical 
Health Save 
Godolphin 

Byron Smith Carpet Cleaning 
Scone Newsagency 

Belmore Hotel 
Victoria’s Health & Beauty 

Taghadoe Stud 
______________________________________________ 

 

OTHER SPONSORS 
SPB Enterprises - Gas  supplied for BBQ’s 

M & L Frigair Services - Coolroom 
Godolphin - Gazebos & Market Umbrellas 

Dimmock’s Meats - Coolroom 
APEX Muswellbrook 

Landmark Townsend - Marquee 
Scone Junior Rugby - Marquees 

 



Sport News 
 
Primary Rugby Term 1 
It was a hive of Rugby activity during Term 1, kicking off early with trials and weekly training to get the 
boys ready for Primary 7’s and The TAS Rugby Carnival.  SGS is extremely lucky to have dedicated 
coaches.  A huge thank you to the Under 10’s coaches, Robert Davidson and Paul Lighezzolo, and the 
Under 12’s coaches, Angus Patterson, Darren Crowther and Sam Clifton.  The time and effort they 
commit to the boys is invaluable, and a credit to the boys’ success and improvement. 
 

Gunnedah Rugby 7’s Carnival 
SGS took one U10’s team and two U12’s team to this carnival which was predicted to be 37 degrees, 
and the weatherman certainly got it correct this time.  All 3 teams played outstanding rugby and 
represented themselves well.  The Under 10’s team were Runners Up in their non-progressive 
competition, while both of our Under 12’s teams progressed through to the Regional finals.  All teams 
playing some well-structured 7’s. 
 

Regional Finals Under 12’s Tamworth 
Both Teams had a successful day out on the paddock.  SGS Blue showed lots of grit as they came up 
against some bigger lads from Tamworth, with all boys improving over the day.  SGS Blue ended the 
day with a well fought win against Coolah.  SGS Gold went through the day undefeated, but not without 
some challenges.  Bingara Public school proved to be a tough opponent in the semis. Thankfully SGS 
Gold came through with the win to progress to the Grand Final.   Winning the GF against Holy Trinity, 
Inverell.  This win now sees SGS Gold progress to the State Finals, to be held in Sydney on 19th May. 
 

Under 12’s TAS Rugby Carnival 
On April 13-15 Scone Grammar took a squad of 18 eager Primary rugby players to The Armidale School 
Primary Rugby Carnival. It is a carnival that attracts 43 teams from all over NSW,QLD, and even a team 
from WA.  With 8 teams in our division, the boys played 4 pool games on the Saturday against Dalby 
Wheatman, The Riverview School, TAS and Balmain Wolves.  The boys played outstanding Rugby, only 
conceding 1 try for the day.  Those wins placed us on top of our pool.   
The traditional ‘Spirit of Rugby Relay’ was held on Saturday afternoon, whereby each team nominates 4 
players to compete in a length of the field race, passing a ball instead of a baton.  Max Patterson, 
Hamish McRae, Lachlan Hails and Harry Warner represented SGS.  After winning their heat, they 
progressed to the final by coming 3rd out of 43 teams – outstanding effort boys!, 
Sunday morning saw SGS come up against Tamworth Tri Colours for the Division Final.  Although SGS 
put everything forward they just couldn’t hold Tamworth off their line. Tamworth won the Final 12-5. 
A big congratulations goes to all 18 players who each contributed to the team’s success; whether 
through a bursting run, an inspirational tackle, a great try or simply putting their body on the line for 
their teammates.  It is also important to mention the wonderful way in which the team conducted 
themselves off the field. They were a great representative for our school. A special thank you also must 
go out to the parents who attended the carnival and showed massive amounts of support and 
encouragement for the team. 
A huge thank you to Angus Patterson and Darren Crowther for accompanying and coaching the boys. 
 

SGS Gold’s Training with Olympic Gold Medalist Charlotte Caslick 
On April 26, our SGS Gold team had the privilege of training with Australian’s Women 7’s captain, 
Charlotte Caslick.  This was an amazing opportunity for the boys as they prepare for the State Finals.  
Charlotte worked on various aspects of their game and gave them some very useful tips.  She also spent 
time signing autographs and letting the boys try on her Gold and Silver medals.   Thank you for your 
time Charlotte. 
 

Mrs Amy Patterson 

 

  



Primary Rugby 2018 Snapshots 



Rugby News (cont’d) 
SGS Primary Rugby Team Lists – Congratulations to all player! 

 

 
Archery 
Congratulations to Year 9 student, Alyssa Mollema who once again has had 
enormous success with her Archery. Alyssa spent most of these past 
holidays in Morwell Victoria, competing in 3 different Archery competitions 
– Youth Nationals, Australian Youth Match Play and the 2018 Trans 
Tasman.  Alyssa returned home with 8 medals – 3 x Gold, 1 x Silver, 4 x 
Bronze, and was also awarded the trophy for the Best All-Round Female 
Compound.  To top off a very successful competition, Alyssa has also been 
chosen in the Australian side to compete at the 2018 Oceanic Games in 
New Caledonia in July.  
 
Alyssa started experimenting with Archery when she was about 9 years old.  
While Alyssa was heavily involved in playing Touch Football and Netball, 
due to constant injury her family decided she needed find a substitute sport 
and Archery it was! Congratulations Alyssa – we look forward to hearing 
about your future successes. 

HRIS Secondary Hockey 
12 Secondary students travelled to Newcastle Hockey Centre to participate in the HRIS Hockey Gala Day 
late in Term 1.  
 
For the first time in many years, we were able to field a full girls team, however, without any subs; they 
were thoroughly exhausted at the end of the day.  
 
Our only male hockey player, Hamish Guiana, teamed up with the Barbarians, a very strong team who 
won all their games convincingly. Hamish played his position very well and scored 2 goals. The girls 
team, being a young side, were not so lucky but improved throughout the day and were competitive in 
all their games. 
 
Girls team - Pip Watson, Erin Nichols, Hannah Gatwood, Sofia Bell, Bridget Burnett, Heidi Edlington, 
Harriette Firth, Charlotte Chopin, Bridie Crowe, Ally Taylor, Sarah Campbell. 
 
Kate Gallagher 
 

TAS SGS Gold U12 7’s SGS Blue U12 7’s U10 7’s 

Dempsey Smith 
Alex Bishop 
Hamish McRae 
Matthew Edwards 
Angus Beard 
Harry Faulkner 
Will Nugent 
Thomas Burnett 
Rourke Sharpe 
Elliot Bull 
Max Patterson 
Dan Crowther 
Clayton Porter 
Lachlan Hails 
Harry Warner 
Charlie Mitchell 
Charlton Hall 
Hugo Firth 

Dempsey Smith 
Alex Bishop 
Hamish McRae 
Matthew Edwards 
Harry Faulkner 
Rourke Sharpe 
Max Patterson 
Dan Crowther 
Lachlan Hails 
Harry Warner 
  

Angus Beard 
Will Nugent 
Thomas Burnett 
Elliot Bull 
Max Patterson 
Clayton Porter 
Harry Warner 
Charlie Mitchell 
Charlton Hall 
Hugo Firth 
Jackson Burke 
Paul Russel 
Harrison Baxter 
Oliver Dart 
Josh Chopin 
Blake Schmidt 
  
  

Jason Lighezzolo 
Cooper Clark 
Edward Saunders 
Hamish Davidson 
Tommy Hill 
Jock McCosker 
Andrew Crowther 
George Patterson 
Seth Coe 
Archie Adkins 
Will Darling 
Thomas Dart 
Angus Giblin 
Jackson Selwood 
Tom O’Shea 



Community Notices & News 
 
 For Your Diary 
Term 2 Monday 30 April to Friday 29 June 

 
Week 1 (B)  
Friday 4 May 
Out of Uniform Day – Whole School  
– Fete Preparation Day 
HRIS Cross Country - Years 2 – 12 
 
Week 2 (A) 
Sunday 6 May 
Scone Horse Parade and School Fete 
 
Monday 7 May 
Year 7 Geography Fieldwork to Burning Mountain 
Tuesday 8 May 
HRIS Secondary Rugby Trials 
Poetry in Action 
GRIP Leadership - Year 6 Primary Leaders 
Jack Johnston Memorial Gala Day - Kindergarten 
Wednesday 9 May 
ACER 2019 Scholarship Applications Close 
HICES Debating Round 4 
Thursday 10 May 
Meet the Music 
Friday 11 May 
Scone Cup - Pupil Free Day 
Creating Safer Independent Schools Staff PD 
 
WEEK 3 (B) 
Monday 14 May 
HRIS Sec Open Foot Ball Gala Day 
CIS Prim Hockey Trials 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme  
(Selected Girls Years 9 & 10) 
Tuesday 15 May 
AICES Rugby 
NAPLAN to 17 May 
P&F Meeting - 6.00pm in library 
Wednesday 16 May 
NAPLAN to 17 May 
Thursday 17 May 
NAPLAN 
Year 10 Geography Fieldwork 
Year 8 Geography Comp - in class 
Friday 18 May 
Hunter Valley Careers Expo 
Year 9 Geography Comp - in class 
Year 1 Gymnastics in Scone 

 
 

Canteen Roster    

Term 2 Monday 30 April to Friday 29 June 
 
Week 1 (B) 
Friday 4 May 
Fiona Bailey, Kirrily Adams XXXX 
 
Week 2 (A) 
Monday 7 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 8 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 9 May 
Fiona Bailey, Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 10 May 
Jenny Crackett, Vanda Mikuckiene 
Friday 11 May 
Scone Cup - Pupil Free Day 
 
Week 3 (B) 
Monday 14 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 15 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 16 May 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 17 May 
Jenny Crackett, Bronwyn Redgate 
Friday 18 May 
Jenny Crackett, Amelia Wilkinson, Georgie Ryan 
 
Week 4(A) 
Monday 21 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 22 May 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 23 May 
Jenny Crackett, Acey Firth 
Thursday 24 May 
Jenny Crackett, Katie Shann 
Friday 25 May 
Jenny Crackett, Jacquie Henderson 
 
XXXX Help Needed 


