
Thursday 14 June, 2018 

Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
We are blessed in our community that so many people volunteer and 
support our school. Every little contribution makes a difference and 
helps our school be the best it can be. These gifts of time and effort 
have an impact on the students of our school. Whether it be helping 
in the canteen, assisting with reading, taking part in an excursion, 
contributing to a fundraiser like the Fete or being involved in the more 
formal committees, your contribution is appreciated and sends a 
positive message to the students of SGS. 
 
I would like to publicly acknowledge the work of Mrs Erryn Day, our P 
& F Treasurer. She has been working incredibly hard behind the scene 
responding to a Tax Office Audit. She has been thorough and diligent 
and achieved a very positive outcome for the P & F. This work was 
above and beyond the role she took on as Treasurer but was 
extremely valuable. Thank you, Erryn! 
 

We are rapidly coming to the end of the first semester of 2018 and we have an enormous number 
of things to be thankful for as we see students right across the school having success in their 
learning and their wellbeing. At this time of year, we are concentrating on reporting student 
achievement as part of the way to share each student’s learning journey with families. Please read 
the reports with a growth perspective as we all seek to see each student continue to develop and 
flourish. 
 
Early in the new term we will hold Parent Teacher Interviews so we can build together on the 
students’ achievements across the remainder of the year. 
 
  
Paul Smart 
Principal 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

 



****29 June Performance SOLD OUT!!! *** 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The public speaking season has been well under way for a little while now and the quality of speeches 
presented by our students has been remarkable.  
 
There are many benefits in possessing the skills that come with public speaking. It helps students to 
become better listeners as they are exposed to a variety of opinions and viewpoints which may differ 
from their own. The confidence to convey your opinion, backed up by solid evidence, can do wonders 
when seeking to influence others for good and make a positive impact. Public speaking is not something 
that comes easily to all students but doing challenging things builds confidence, and public speaking is no 
exception. It’s important to realise that critical thinking and self-confidence are important areas of growth 
for a successful transition to adulthood.  
 
Our Primary public speaking showcase assembly was a great celebration of the skills possessed by a 
number of our students, and the final results are as follows. 
 
Upper Primary 
First Place: Charlie Mitchell 
Runner Up: Olivia MacCallum 
Highly Commended: Lilla Stanford 
 
Junior Primary 
First Place: Hamish Davidson 
Runner Up: Ted Saunders 
Highly Commended: Charlie Holden 
 
We also had four students represent SGS in the Public Speaking section of the Muswellbrook & Upper 
Hunter Eisteddfod. Lottie Firth, Bridie O’Neill, Hugo Firth and Elliott Bull spoke wonderfully w ith 
Bridie placing Third and Hugo claiming a Highly, Highly Commended. 
 
We have 16 students representing Scone Grammar in the HRIS Public Speaking competition next week 
and we wish them all well. 
 
 

“What we do in life echoes in eternity.” – Maximus (from Gladiator) 
 
 

Word of the Week - Grounded e.g. The student remained quite grounded despite all of the 
extra attention they were receiving. 
ETYMOLOGY: Middle English 
MEANING: Sensible and down to earth. 
How can we use it this week: Grounded people are unshakeable, reliable, humble and encourage others 
to succeed. 
 
Congratulations to Bethanie Ardesch (4 Gold), Emmerson Johnson (K Blue), Siobhan Hansia (6 Blue), 
Tom Riordan (4 Blue), Jarvis Flanagan (2 Blue), Lachie Bennett (5 Gold), Jonah Parry (K Blue), Thomas 
O’Shea (3 Blue) and Mia Grabham (5 Gold) who are all celebrating birthdays this week. I wish these 
students all the best as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
On Wednesday Year 7 travelled to Newcastle for the Newcastle Anglican Schools Celebration Day. There 
were three other schools there: Manning Valley Grammar, Lakes Grammar and Bishop Tyrell College. The 
chapel service was held at the Christ Church Cathedral. We sung a number of our school chapel songs 
which was led by our chapel band and Mr Buckley. This was amazing! The Dean of the Cathedral, Rev’d 
Cannon Katheryn Bowyer spoke to us about what real peace is and how to access it. She was a clear 
speaker and told us stories to illustrate her point. The theme Bible verse was from Philippians 4: 5-7:  
 
“Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Each of the schools prayed for each other, using this theme of peace. We were then given a tour of the 
Cathedral which was followed by lunch with the other schools. It was fun to talk to the other students. 
Overall, it was a very beneficial day as we learnt a great deal about growing in Jesus and what real peace 
is. Thank you to Mr Smart, Rev Nate, Mr Buckley and Mr Price.  
 
Year 7 Students 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Philippians 4:5-7  
Give thanks for: Some rain; God’s faithfulness in many answered prayers; the gift of ‘teachers’ in our 
young people’s lives; the many opportunities to be involved in diverse school activities 
Pray for: Staff, families & students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For new families preparing to 
join us in 2019.  
 
Rev’d Nate 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A5-7&version=NIV


Head of Secondary 
 
I hope everyone had a restful and relaxing long weekend. Many of the secondary staff have spent much 
of the weekend writing reports, so I would like to take the opportunity this week to explain the grades 
that will be shown on these reports. 
 
All students are graded on an A to E scale and C is at grade level, which is where we expect the majority 
of students to be on any given assessment task.  
 
Students are also graded against outcomes on a scale from Extensive to Basic; on this scale most 
students should be at a Sound.  I have had a few conversations with parents this term about what 
number is a pass mark or a fail. There are no passing or failing marks.  
 
Parents and staff know the students well and all know whether a student should be at grade level or 
above that. Please encourage your students to do their best and if that is at the expected level for their 
grade then they will get a C on their Report. They will also be encouraged and advised to improve their 
results.  
 
My hope is the Reports sent home at the end of this Semester will provide a good summary of Semester 
One and a guide to improving in Semester Two. I trust they will also provide the basis for some 
constructive conversations in the Parent / Teacher Interviews at the commencement of Semester Two. 
 
This week's quote comes from a teacher and scientist I have admired since I was 13. 

 
"Reach for it. Push yourself as far as you can." Christa McAuliffe 

 
Mrs Deanna Hollis  
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Strength-Spotting is an approach where educators deliberately identify and cultivate positive states, 
processes and qualities in the children. It’s about connecting the children with their inborn strengths 
in their character (e.g. humour, kindness) as well as their pursuits such as literacy or gross motor. 
Strength-Spotting encourages the educators to intentionally and regularly build upon the children’s 
positive qualities.  
 
What Strengths have you seen in your children this week? 
 
 
 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making Connections—Weekly Challenges 
 
Positive Self Talk 
Often the most negative messages students receive come from their own self-talk in their heads. This 
tends to happen when they are under pressure and have a fixed mindset that there is nothing they can do 
about their issues and beyond their control. Combine this with the turbulence of the pre-adolescent brain 
and the recipe is there for frequent stress and anxiety attacks.  
 
One of the best positive coping strategies we can teach students is the power of positive self-talk. In fact, 
it will benefit our state of wellbeing to use it often too. Positive self-talk is I can and I will statements, 
which students say over and over to themselves in their heads. Doing this contests the negatives and 
focuses them to start looking for what is right in what they are doing. See the Positive Education section 
for examples of positive self-talk that we can encourage students to use often.  
 
The key to making positive self-talk most effective in maintaining growth mindsets, is to use it immediately 
when negative thoughts enter their minds. When used well, these statements act as excellent off ramps 
for negative thinking and fixed mindsets. Positive self-talk is about using their strengths to build their 
internal control.  
 
A common thinking trap is when you let negative emotions hijack your thinking. Inserting positive 
statements begins as a deliberate act, transforming in time to a more instinctual thought pattern. Explore 
these statements and ideas with your child when they express negative thoughts: 

 
 I can and I will statements 

 The power of not yet  
 Put it in a box – imagine placing negative thoughts into a metaphorical box in your head 

 What would my friends say? 

 Embrace your imperfections and differences 
 
 

“If it is to be it is up to me.” Anonymous 
 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Do you have the App? 
Our school App is an easy way for us to relay messages/important information to parent’s/carers smart 
devices. Excursion notes, electronic reply permission slips, late excursion buses, cancelled sporting 
events, reminders, newsletters, calendar of events and so on.  
 
The App is compatible with iPhones, androids and iPads and is free to download. The App also has 2 
easy e-Forms – ‘Change of Details’ and ‘Absentee Form Primary or Secondary’ which is 
another convenient and quick way of sending a message to the School.  
 
Instructions as to how to download the App are below: 
 
 

 

 
 



Curriculum News 
 

HICES Debating Round 3 
 

On Thursday 7 June two SGS Debating Teams took part in the Muswellbrook and Upper Hunter Eisteddfod. 
The Debate was held in the STLC with the Convenor and Adjudicator very kindly travelling up from 
Muswellbrook. 
 
The topic was That Australia should become a republic.  Both teams argued their cases very well with the 
Affirmative team narrowly defeating the Negative team with scores of 95 and 93 respectively. 
 
Debating for the Affirmative team were Destiny Wilton, Max Seale, Hamish Guiana and Charlotte Kelly. The 
Negative team were represented by Kristen Martin, Lexi Walsh, Pip Watson and Emily Winfield. A special 
thanks go to Pip Watson and Charlotte Kelly for steeping in at the last minute for Ruby Wong and 
Charlotte Heaton who were both unwell and not able to attend.  
 
Thanks also to Sarah Clark and Lottie Firth for being chairperson and timekeeper.  
 
It was fantastic to have an audience to watch the students debate and both teams were encouraged by 
the positive comments made by the adjudicator, Dr Kathleen Warren. 
 
Mrs Deb Moore 
Debating Coordinator 

 

 

Timekeeper Lottie Firth, Chairperson  Sarah Clark 

Affirmative Team: Destiny Wilton, Max Seale, Hamish 
Guiana, & Charlotte Kelly 

Negative Team: Emily Winfield, Pip Watson, Lexi 
Walsh, Kristen Martin 

 
Both Debating Teams 



News from EnEx 
 
It’s that time of the year again, when our students have the opportunity to demonstrate their creative, 
problem solving skills at the annual Tournament of Minds! Everyone in Years 3-6 is welcome to submit 
an application to be a part of one of the Teams.  
 
Please see Miss Dowdell for an Application Form and return it completed by Thursday 21 June. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Many thanks to everyone who has collected, cut and 
packaged Sports in Schools vouchers this year.   
We have just found out that we have 41 489 points to 
spend!!   
Over the next week we will be picking some items to go 
into our sports shed.  The equipment will arrive in term 3 
for use! 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 

 
 
 



Equestrian News 
 
North West Equestrian Expo – Coona Horse Sports 
 
On Friday the 1 June, 6 Scone Grammar School students travelled to Coonabarabran to compete in a  5 
day horse expo along with more than 350 students from all over the State. Our team of talented riders 
were extremely successful coming away with ribbons in nearly every event they entered.  
 

Katrina Gorman placed 3 rd out of 20 riders in the Freestyle Dressage; was Champion of her Division 
in the Combined Training; was awarded Champion in the Novice Dressage and had an extremely 
successful hacking day where she won both Supreme Champion Hack and Supreme Champion Rider. 
Katrina also came away with Reserve Champion 17 year old Girl. 
 

Seb Irwin placed 10 th in the 95cm One Day Event; was awarded 5th and 1st in two different rounds of 
Show Jumping; had a successful day in the hacking ring and came home with Champion 16 year old 
Boy. 
 
Eloise Blayden placed 7 th in her Combined Training Division and together with Seb were in the top 19 
six bar jumpers. 
 
Georgia Thrift was also Champion of her Division in the Combined Training; was awarded 
Champion in the Preliminary Division Dressage and had another successful day in the hacking rings, 
placing in every one of her Classes. 
 
Tyler Kelly had an extremely busy, yet successful expo. He placed 5 th in the Pentathlon where 
he competed against boys from Years 7 to 12; achieved 6th in the 80cm One Day Event; placed 3rd in the 
Working Horse Challenge; won a round of show jumping and the bending race and finally he was 
awarded Champion 14 year old Boy. 
 

Our youngest team member Emmersen Mitchell had a brilliant first ever Coona Expo, coming home with 
many rugs and ribbons, including 2nd in her Combined Training Division; Champion Pony Hack; 3rd in her 
Rider and 1st in both her Dressage Tests giving her Champion in the Preliminary Dressage.

 
Well done to all our dedicated riders and their families. What a great result! 
 
Sarah Finlayson 
Year 5 Teacher/Equestrian 



 
 

 
 
 

Katrina Gorman 

Georgia Thrift 

Seb Irwin 

         Eloise Blayden 

Tyler Kelly Emmerson Mitchell 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Australian Red Cross Mobile Blood Service is visiting Scone; 
Wednesday 20tJune, 1.00pm – 6.30pm (3 more donors needed) 
Thursday 21 June, 10.00am – 6.30pm (16 more donors needed) 
Friday 22 June, 9.00am – 3.00pm (22 more donors needed) 
 

If you haven't already made an appointment to give blood, you can make an  

appointment online or call us on 13 14 95.  

1 in 3 Australians will need blood, but only 1 in 30 donates. Donated blood helps  
cancer patients, people with blood disorders, mothers-to-be and newborn babies, as 
well as trauma and surgical patients.  
 
We look forward to seeing you again soon.  
 
Sincerely, 
Australian Red Cross Blood Service 

http://donors-newsouthwales.cmail1.com/t/r-i-kkuhnt-yudkoiuik-u/
http://donors-newsouthwales.cmail1.com/t/r-i-kkuhnt-yudkoiuik-u/


mailto:boxy33@bigpond.net.au


Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
 
Week 7(B) 
Friday 15 June 
Secondary Athletics’ Carnival 
Year 1 Gymnastics Visit 
Saturday 16 June 
Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod –  
Pipe Organ, Anglican Church, Muswellbrook 10.30am 
 
Week 8(A) 
Monday 18 June 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Tuesday 19 June 
CIS Secondary Touch Football 
HRIS Secondary 15s Football Gala 
Year 11 - CSU Port Macquarie 
Primary Athletics - 800m Events 
Wednesday 20 June 
Year 12 English Modules Day, Sydney University, 
Camperdown 
SGS School Musical Opening Night – 20,21,22 & 28 & 
29 June 
Thursday 21 June 
AICES Open Netball Trials 
Rugby 7s Under 10s Comps at HVGS 
Friday 22 June 
Homeless Sleep Over 
Year 1 Gymnastics 
Out of Uniform Day – Whole School 
HRIS Public Speaking, St Philips, Cessnock  
 
Saturday 23 June 
Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod –  
Piano Division 
 
 
Week 9(B) 
Monday 25 June 
Foundation Meeting 6.00pm in Admin Office 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Tuesday 26 June 
HRIS Secondary Basketball Gala 
Univ Newcastle Experiment Festival 
Primary Athletics’ Carnival 
Wednesday 27 June 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 28 June 
SGS School Musical 
Friday 29 June 
SGS School Musical – Seussical Jr’s Last Night 
 
Term 2 Ends 
Term 3 Commences Monday, 23 July 
 
 
 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
Monday 30 April to Friday 29 June 

 
Week 7(B) 
Friday 15 June 
Fiona Bailey, Jenny Crackett & Emma Sharpe   
Secondary Athletics’ Carnival 
 
Week 8(A) 
Monday 18 June 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 19 June 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 20 June 
Fiona Bailey,     XXXX 
  
Thursday 21 June 
Jenny Crackett, Pip Bishop 
Friday 22 June 
Jenny Crackett, Amelia Wilkinson  XXXX
  
 
Week 9(B) 
Monday 25 June 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 26 June 
Jenny Crackett, Fiona Bailey    
Primary Athletics’ Carnival 
Wednesday 27 June 
Jenny Crackett, Amanda Paradice 
Thursday 28 June 
Fiona Bailey, Charlotte Parry-Okeden 
Friday 29 June 
Fiona Bailey, Erryn Day, Mel Gillett 
 

XXXX  Helper Needed Please 
 
 
Term 2 Ends 
Term 3 Commences Monday, 23 July 


