
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
It has been wonderful to have had some rain across our region over 
the last week. We continue to pray for drenching rain to refresh our 
land. 
 
We are fully into Musical mode with performances commencing on 
Wednesday. ‘Seussical Jr’ is creating a great deal of excitement 
around our campus and will be worth taking the time to enjoy. The 
students, staff and parents have worked hard for many months to 
bring us a quality musical. Doctor Seuss encourages us all in our 
strength-based thinking when he says, ‘A person’s a person no matter 
how small’.   
 
Can I encourage you to purchase your tickets and come and enjoy the 
show? You will not be disappointed; it will be great fun! 

 
Last week the Secondary Athletics’ Carnival was a great day of spirited competition and a great  
deal of fun. There were many very competitive events and strong performances, as well as 
students just giving their best for their Houses. I would like to thank Mr Jason Croucher for 
stepping in and running the Carnival with Miss Day on leave. 
  
I am very rarely disappointed by the students of Scone Grammar School but I was by the number 
of students who did not attend the Carnival. I have taken time to talk to these students as it was 
very unusual for us; the culture of the School has always been one of strong participation. I expect 
we will not have this experience again. 
 
Have a musical week! 
 
Paul Smart 

Principal 
 
 
 
 
  



 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 

 
 
Our 2018 School Musical – ‘Seussical’, kicked off on Wednesday night and what a spectacular show it 
is! We really do have some amazing talent right across our school (especially in Primary) and what a 
way for these talents to be showcased. The bright and colourful sets and costumes, combined with 
catchy tunes which you can’t get out of your head, make for a memorable experience. For those who 
are closer to my generation, there was a sense of my childhood flashing before my eyes! I’m pretty 
sure that my extensive collection of Dr. Seuss books still resides on the bookshelf at my parents’ 
house. Might be time to dust them off! 
 
If you have not yet purchased tickets, can I encourage you to do so. It is something you don’t want to 
miss out on. I hope to see you there! 
 
Next Tuesday will see our Primary Athletics’ Carnival take place at the Scone Sporting Complex. This 
event is for students in Years 2-6. It is always a fun Carnival as there are a range of events the 
students get to participate in and, again, have an opportunity to display their strong House spirit. 
Students are to arrive at school as per normal and they will be then walked down to the Complex with 
teachers. 
 
We look forward to our students running faster, jumping higher and throwing further than ever 
before! 
 
Parents are more than welcome to attend. We may also require some assistance with some field 
events, if you are able to lend a hand that would be very much appreciated.  
 
 
         ‘A person’s a person no matter how small.’ - Dr Seuss 

 
 
 

 
Word of the Week – Jovial e.g. He was a bright, happy-go-lucky, jovial student, ever smiling 
and pleasant. 
ETYMOLOGY: Medieval Latin 
MEANING: endowed with or characterized by a hearty, joyous humour or a spirit of good-fellowship. 
How can we use it this week: A jovial attitude is contagious amongst your peers and teachers. 
 
Congratulations to Sienna Johnson (5 Gold), Darcy Bragg (2 Blue), Lachie Cameron (3 Gold), Edo 
Dawson (2 Gold), Caleb Miller (1 Blue) and Hugo Shann (4 Blue) who are all celebrating birthdays this 
week. I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family 
and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
This week we celebrate as Scone Grammar School holds our 2018 usical ‘Seussical Jr’. I know how hard 
the cast and crew have worked to make this show come alive. Our teachers, in particular Mrs Tori 
Saunders, Mrs Wendy Hunt and Mr Jason Buckley have led, coached and encouraged our students with 
passion and professionalism. As my daughter has been singing the songs at home, I have been thinking 
about some of Dr Seuss’ books and the insightful messages some of them contain for our young people.  

One book in particular ‘Horton Hears a Who’, has two key messages we can learn from when it comes to 
school community life and the bigger picture of life beyond this place for us and our young people. The 
first relates to Horton the Elephant’s attitude to those smaller than he… Horton teaches us that whether 
you're as big as an elephant or as small as a speck, your life has meaning. The people of Whoville may be 
tiny, but just like the rest of us, they have lives, and perspectives, that feel very real to them, from the 
Mayor's troubled son to the wilfully ignorant Whoville Council Members.  
 
I think it's vital for us, like Horton, to concern ourselves with the smallest and most helpless among us, 
those who don't always have a voice. We must speak out for them and respect their needs. Who are 
those people around you?  
 
The second lesson I gleaned from this book relates to faith. While the other animals in the Jungle of Nool 
where Horton lives believe only in what they can see, hear and touch, Horton has the openness and 
sensitivity, not to mention imagination, to make room in his heart for a larger worldview. His great (some 
might say godlike) ears can hear the tiny voices of the Whos on their microscopic world and his even 
greater spirit can conceive of something wondrous that exists beyond the visible.  
 
Horton's faith in things unseen allows for wonderful new experiences to come into his life. It also makes 
him a steadfast and true person with a strong sense of self. Though it can be tough for him when he's 
alone in his beliefs, it's ultimately very rewarding.  
 
Listening to the music and thinking about this book, can prompt us to ask the question of ourselves ‘are 
we open to having faith in the unseen?’ This has spiritual value; God invites us to have faith in Him, 
through faith in His Son, Jesus. When we can, a new life, perspective and riches open for us as well.  
 
“while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the 
things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”  
                                                                                                                              (2 Corinthians 4:18) 
 
Come and enjoy the Musical, and remain open to the lessons in life which exist all around us in this place 
if we have our eyes, ears and hearts open.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: 2 Corinthians 4:18 
Give thanks for: God’s act of reconciliation with us: For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and 
supporters who truly care for us 
Pray for: Rain! For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or 
daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+4%3A18&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
We have celebrated many successes in the last few weeks, not the least of which was the mighty Pulling 
House winning the Athletics’ Carnival on Friday and taking the triple crown this year. The huge success of 
‘Seussical the Musical’ also comes to mind.  
 
This has led me to think about what leads to success. Good planning, training, ambition and courage all 
play huge part in success in any field but, after talking to colleagues and reading several articles I am 
convinced that failure is perhaps the biggest factor in success. Getting something wrong, working hard to 
fix it, getting it wrong again and refining your work until it is right, is vital in any victory. As educators and 
as parents we often need to resist the temptation to make a student's work right so that they experience 
success. This type of easy success is often short-lived and unappreciated. Finally getting something right 
after hard work and failure sets a better platform for future growth. 
 
It would be remiss of me, however, if I didn't express my disappointment at the high absentee rate on 
Friday at the Carnival. In the twelve years I have been at SGS, attendance at carnivals has always sat at 
about 95% - on Friday it was closer to 75%. This saddens me because one of the things I have enjoyed 
most about our carnivals is the participation of all and celebration of the high achievers, but also the 
celebration of those doing their personal best just to get a House point. While the atmosphere of the day 
was still great, it had a hole in it. 
 
If you haven't yet been to the Musical please try to come along and see it; our students and staff have 
worked long and hard to present a wonderful performance. 
 
Quote of the week 
"Would you like me to give you a formula for success? It's quite simple, really. Double your 
rate of failure."  Thomas J Watson, Founder of IBM 
 
Have a great last week of term. 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
www.dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 
Strength-Spotting is an approach where educators deliberately identify and cultivate positive states, 
processes and qualities in the children. It’s about connecting the children with their inborn strengths 
in their character (e.g. humour, kindness) as well as their pursuits such as literacy or gross motor. 
Strength-Spotting encourages the educators to intentionally and regularly build upon the children’s 
positive qualities.  
 
What Strengths have you seen in your children this week? 
 

 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making Connections—Weekly Challenges 
 

Feeling Connected 

The single biggest influence on people having a healthy state of wellbeing is to experience positive 
emotions through having a strong feeling of social connectedness; they feel they belong. While these 
connections should start with family and then extend to school and the community, in the 21st century this 
is not always the case; every child needs a champion. Building wellbeing through frequent little positive 
actions is the key to them looking to the future with hope.  
 
These actions include welcoming gestures, smiles, hellos, pats on the back, friendly texts, saying thank 
you and sorry, asking how they are feeling, giving compliments, doing five minute mindfulness activities 
several times daily, doing selfless acts of kindness, sharing their strengths to help someone overcome a 
challenge, choosing two positive personal descriptors to live by each week, spotting different ways of 
thinking in themselves and others, monitoring their and others’ emotions, using confident language when 
they need to, recognising when they need to seek help and doing the wellbeing challenges.  
 
It’s about broadening their and our attention to the present moment. We can achieve this by instilling in 
the School Community’s members a belief they and others matter and we all should be thriving and 
flourishing.  
 
Discuss this at home: 

 What do you currently do when you are feelings stressed? 

 Are these healthy options? 

 Discuss three acts of kindness you have completed this week 

 How did they make you feel? 
 

“Patience and vision are the answer to any decision.” Verka Paunovska 
 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Curriculum News 
 
Year 12 Business Studies 
 
On 1 June, Year 12 Business Studies travelled to Tomago to visit the WesTrac Caterpillar facility to learn 
about their business operations.  
 
The students were welcomed by Gareth Hughes, Manager of Safety, Security & Risk and co-ordinator for 
the day. They were then addressed by CEO of WesTrac NSW, Greg Graham, who explained the importance 
of ethics and corporate responsibility in business. He also outlined how technology was rapidly changing 
the industry and the challenges this posed for human resources. Following this, representatives from the 
Finance, Marketing, Sales and Human Resources Departments spoke to the students about how these 
functions were managed. The students were then taken on a tour of the facility where they saw how a 
focus on safety and efficiency could improve productivity and build a positive workplace culture.  
 
Scone Grammar School would like to thank the staff at WesTrac for making this such a valuable experience 
for our Business Studies students as they approach the HSC.     
 
Mr Dan Graland 
Business Studies Teacher 
 

         
 



Science & Engineering Challenge 
 
Wednesday 13 June saw 18 of our students from Year 10 and 12 from Year 9 compete in the annual 
Science and Engineering Challenge at Muswellbrook Indoor Sports’ Centre. The students competed 
against 5 other schools in a range of activities. These included constructing a catapult, building a model 
Mars Lander, designing and making a bionic hand, amongst others. The main event of the day was the 
testing of each school’s model bridge in front of everyone. Our team had some nervous moments when 
the trolley fell off the first two times but with some quick thinking they managed the crossing a three 
further times. At the half way mark, we were trailing Singleton High by 7 points however with the 
afternoon session in full swing and with some great results in the Helter Skelter Shelter and others, we 
managed to win the day.  
 
The team now travels to Newcastle for the Regional Final. Well done to everyone! 
 
Mr Tim Edwards 

 

 



Sports News 
 

 
 
 

CIS Touch Football Trials 2018 - 
CONGRATULATIONS DARCY MOORE  
 
Last Tuesday Darcy played with his AICES Touch 
Football Team that he had previously been selected 
in at the CIS trials. With over 60 students in each age 
group, our Darcy was up against some strong 
competition. He displayed great stamina, ball work 
and an ability to read play which achieved him a 
place in the CIS 15’s Boys’ Team for 2018.  Darcy will 
now compete with his team at the All Schools 
Championships from the 3 August – 5 August in 
Sydney. Congratulations on a fantastic effort! 
 
Miss Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…...Don’t forget GG— Open Every Monday morning….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**LOST PROPERTY - Reading Glasses ** 
 
2 pairs of identical glasses  found some time ago.  Navy blue frames wirh blue floral pattern on arms.  
Please collect from Student Services. 







Convenor:  Adrienne Casey   
    acasey@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
    0427102264 
 
Entries Close:  Sunday 8 July at 5.00pm 
 
Entry Fees:  $6.00 each entry, any Section 
 
Awards:   Certificates for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
    $50 for the winner of each Section only if there are three (3) or  
    more competitors in the associated Section; 
    A trophy for the Most Outstanding Literary Work as decided   
    by the Adjudicator will be presented; 
 
Division Rules:  Refer to the Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod’s web site  
    under “Creative Writing”. 
 
Section No. 1001 Junior Primary (K to Year 2) 
    Write a recount about an event in which you have participated 
    Kinder 50 words limit 
    Year 1 100 words limit 
    Year 2 200 words limit 
Section No. 1002 Senior Primary (Years 3 to 6) - Choose one of the following:  
    Write a recount about an event in which you have participated; 
    Retell a fairy tale you have read but change the ending; 
    Persuasion – introduce your opinion on the topic, “Children should 
    not have to go to school every day if they don’t want to”.   
    Explain the reasoning for your opinion but above all convince the  
    reader.  
 
    Letter to the Editor – giving your views on cyber-bullying 
    Years 3 & 4  300 words limit 
    Years 5 & 6  400 words limit 
 
Section No. 1003 Secondary (Years 7 to 12) - Choose one of the following:  
    Write a short story – any form including original essay, murder/ 
    mystery or memoir;  1500 words limit 
    Persuasion – introduce your opinion on the topic, “Children should 
    not have to go to school every day if they don’t want to”.  Explain  
    the reasoning for your opinion but above all convince the reader.  
    1500 words limit  
 
    Letter to the Editor – giving your views on cyber-bullying  
    300 words limit. 
    Original Poem or Prose – may take any form  300 words limit 
 
Section No. 1004 Open (18 years and over) 
    Short Story (topic as for Secondary) 2500 words limit 
    Letter to the Editor (any topic)          300 words limit 
    Original Poem or Prose (any form)  300 words limit 
 

 
Entries close Sunday, 8 July 

mailto:acasey@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
Week 8(A) 
Friday 22 June 
Year 1 Gymnastics 
Out of Uniform Day – Whole School 
HRIS Public Speaking, St Philips, Cessnock  
Girls’ Rugby 7's at HVGS 
 
Saturday 23 June & Sunday 24 June 
Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod 
 – Piano Division 
 
Week 9(B) 
Monday 25 June 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Tuesday 26 June 
HRIS Secondary Basketball Gala 
Univ Newcastle Experiment Festival 
Primary Athletics’ Carnival 
Wednesday 27 June 
Thursday 28 June 
SGS School Musical 
Friday 29 June 
SGS School Musical – Seussical Jr’s Last Night 
 

Term 2 Ends 
 
___________________________________ 

Holiday Programme 
 
Monday 2 July 
Year 12 Drama to Belvoir Street Theatre 
Wednesday 4 & Thursday 5 July 
Year 12 RSA & RCG 
Sunday 8 July 
NAIDOC Week commences 
 
Saturday 14 July to Saturday 21 July 
Vanuatu Trip 
Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 July 
National Primary Games – Netball, Tamworth 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
Term 3 - Monday 23 July to Friday  
28 September 
 
Week 1(A) 
Monday 23 July 
Tuesday 24 July 
Wednesday 25 July 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 26 July 
Chose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Friday 27 July 
Legally Blonde (Snr Music/Drama) 
First Aid - Year 11 & Staff 

Canteen Roster    

 
Week 8(A) 
Friday 22 June 
Jenny Crackett, Amelia Wilkinson  XXXX
  
 
Week 9(B) 
Monday 25 June 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 26 June 
Jenny Crackett, Fiona Bailey    
 
** Primary Athletics’ Carnival - 
would love some parent helpers in 
setting up the Kiosk and helping 
to serve the hungry hordes.** 
 
Wednesday 27 June 
Jenny Crackett, Amanda Paradice 
Thursday 28 June 
Fiona Bailey, Charlotte Parry-Okeden 
Friday 29 June 
Fiona Bailey, Erryn Day, Mel Gillett 
 

Term 2 Ends 
 
_________________________________ 
 
Term 3 - Monday 23 July to Friday  
28 September 
 
Week 1(A) 
Monday 23 July 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 24 July 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 25 July 
Fiona Bailey 
Thursday 26 July 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Friday 27 July 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day 
 
Week 2(B) 
Monday 30 July 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 31 July 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 1 August 
Jenny Crackett, Acey Firth 
Thursday 2 August 
Fiona Bailey, Tania Dart 
Friday 3 August 
Fiona Bailey, Diana Gillett 
 

XXXX - Helper Needed Please 


