
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
Seussical Jr has been fantastic! We are so blessed to have the 
amazing talent amongst our students, staff and parents that enables 
such a wonderful, professional production to be performed. The talent 
is evident on stage and through the music, sustained by the dedication 
of the staff and parent supporters. It is with enormous gratitude that 
we give thanks for the musical to entertain those who have been able 
to be part of the audience, as well as being grateful the students are 
able to share their talents and grow in so many ways from the whole 
musical experience. 
 
I look forward to sharing in the final performance on Friday evening. 
 

It is very special to be part of a school that values the diversity of students and offers many 
opportunities to these students to grow and flourish. 
 
The Primary Athletics’ Carnival was a very successful day, with excellent competition and high 
levels of participation. These are days that are always significant to our community and a great 
deal of fun. 
 
As we come to the end of the term and Semester 1, I wish everyone a safe and refreshing holiday. 
I look forward to welcoming everyone back for Term 3.  I pray for a safe and fun time for all. 
  
Paul Smart 
Principal 

 
 
  

 

 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the end of another term comes around, it would be easy for me to reflect on the many successes that 
have taken place in the Primary this term. I could rattle off a number of academic, sporting and cultural 
achievements with ease, but I would actually like to reflect on what is taking place inside the classrooms. 
 
I want to focus on the everyday learning experiences that take place at Scone Grammar. I constantly 
walk into classrooms and see enriching, enjoyable learning taking place. Education is our core business 
and I see this in action frequently. Seeing the lightbulb moments when a student makes a connection 
with a concept for the first time is absolutely priceless. It’s why we, as teachers, do what we do. We want 
to make a difference. Obviously not all students achieve at the same rate, but the encouragement that 
comes naturally from our teachers make success possible for all students.  
 
School Reports will be available to parents electronically this Semester. This is a change for Primary, 
which now makes the reporting process consistent from K-12. I encourage you to celebrate the successes 
in the report with your child, and where possible, set some achievable goals for Semester Two.  
 
I would like to wish everybody a safe holiday. It has been a frantic term and you all deserve a good 
break! It provides a great opportunity to spend quality time with friends and family and also the chance 
to recharge the batteries and get ready to go again in Term 3. 
 

“Sometimes the most important thing you can do is relax”   - Mark Black                              
 
 

 
Word of the Week – Energized e.g. You ' l l  fee l  m ore  energized after a bit of exercise. 
ETYMOLOGY: British 
MEANING: to give energy to; rouse into activity; invigorate 
How can we use it this week: Use you holidays for fun and return to school feeling energized. 
 
Congratulations to Emmy Eveleigh (3 Gold), Thrisha Nagaraj (3 Blue), Daniel Crowther (6 Gold), 
Lawrence Johnston (1 Blue), Sophia Drake (1 Gold), Harriett Gidley-Baird (5 Gold), Lyle Gleeson (1 Blue), 
Lottie Firth (6 Gold), Mia Bower (2 Gold), Harrison Baxter (5 Blue), Mia Sullivan (1 Blue), Amelia Shann (2 
Blue), Tyson Coe (K Gold), Alexandra Ryan (4 Blue), Jason Lighezzolo (4 Blue), Georgia Wheildon (6 
Blue), Jordan McCarthy (3 Blue), Hallie Bennett (K Gold), Frederic Johnston (4 Gold), Abriana Doherty (6 
Gold), Ethan Jones (5 Gold), Mika Latham (4 Blue), Mia Fernandes (2 Blue), Caitlin Atkinson (5 Gold) and 
Archie Adkins (4 Gold) who are all celebrating birthdays in the holidays. I wish these students all the best 
as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 

 
TAKE 30! This coming holiday break I want to encourage you to take 30 mins out to reflect upon your 
goals for this year.  

 
And then to take another bold step… spend another 30 mins talking about your goals with your 
parents, a mentor or your teacher. Have you ever thought about emailing your teacher and 
asking about how you can improve or strive forward? Or setting up a time to talk about your own 
personal progress? To take the driving seat?  
 
At this midpoint of the year, I have been thinking about student achievement and the roles various 
people play in their development. As parents and teachers, we also have an important role to play in 
student achievement. The foundations of having a growth mindset and the principles of positive 
education suggest that when teachers and parents hold high aspirations for students, they progress on 
the flourishing spectrum at school.  
 
Aspirations are hopes, dreams, aims or ambitions. When we believe in their potential and tell them we 
know they can succeed, it can help our young people build confidence and set higher expectations for 
themselves.   
 
As parents we can let our young people know that we think it’s important they capitalise on their 
signature strengths to thrive in and out of the classroom. We can talk to our young people often about 
the dreams and plans they have for their future. We desire to partner with you in assuring them we know 
and we believe in their potential and abilities. When we hold high aspirations for students, they do better 
at school!  
 
As part of your mid-year reflection, you could also consider God’s goals for you. You see, God has hopes 
and dreams for you! He has a perfect plan for each of us. I like the Bible verse from Jeremiah 29:11 that 
says ‘For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for 
evil, to give you a future and a hope.’  In the very next verse, we learn more of what God’s hopes, 
dreams and ambitions are for us. It says ‘Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, 
and I will hear you.’ God hopes we will call on Him, pray to Him, seek Him and search for Him with all 
our hearts. It is in responding to Jesus that we can realise these hopes and dreams that God has for us.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Jeremiah 29:11  
Give thanks for: The gifts, such as our mind, that God has given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, 
the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way to be friends with God; The musical opportunity; a 
full and rewarding school term; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us;  
Pray for:  The school building project; families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment:  
your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A11+&version=NIV


Head of Secondary 
 
It feels as though I should stand on a rooftop and shout, “Finally, we made it!”  
 
It has been a busy 9 weeks and students and staff are tired from all the activities this term. So, I will 
start this week by wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday with plenty of time to recharge ready for 
Term 3. 
 
I would also like to remind Years 11 and 12 students that these holidays must contain some time for 
school work. This is not the time of the year to forget about what you have worked so hard on in the first 
two terms; there needs to be consolidation and revision. All the staff will have given students an idea 
about what to work on over the holidays and how to contact them if they need help. This is not the norm 
in all schools and students should take advantage of the help they are offered but also be grateful for it.  
 
Next term is a very full and important term for our senior students; there are Trial HSC exams and end of 
Preliminary exams and students must continue to work through the holidays if they wish to do their best. 
As I have said to many of my students this week, the next three weeks are just flexible work hours, not 
time off! 
 
Finally, a huge thanks to all the Secondary Staff who have gone above and beyond this term. 
 
Quote of the week 
 
“Gardens are not made by singing “Oh, how beautiful,” and sitting in the shade.”  
       - Rudyard Kipling 
 
Have a great break! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

This will be the last newsletter for this term but please note The Yellow Cottage still has one more 
week of operation before we are on holidays. Next week we are inviting all our families to a 
Character Strength Celebration Afternoon Tea. These will be held next week on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday afternoons at 3.00pm. Each family will also receive their child’s portfolio on these days. 
Please take the time to celebrate with us on one of these afternoons. 
 
This term has been an amazing journey for staff. We really wanted to focus our observations, our 
conversations and our learning journey on the children’s wellbeing, their strengths and how we can 
work towards not only understanding where the children’s strengths lie, but how we can support the 
development of these. We have been able to document your children as flourishing individuals, each 
with very different character strengths. 

 
  



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making Connections — Weekly Challenges 
 

Savour the Moments 

 

As Gandhi so wisely once said, “There is more to life than increasing speed.” Yet, the opposite is precisely 
the expectation people in the 21st century seem to have for themselves; the human race is what many 
have become, instead of human being:  
 
Many feel, they have to go twice as fast to stay in the same place; called the Red Queen Effect from Alice 
in Wonderland. They are encouraged to take the fast lane in everything they do, especially with processed 
foods (and many do). Life zooms along so rapidly that before they know it, the journey is over.  
 
How often do you taste and savour what you eat, or take time to enjoy time away from the pressures of 
life? For most, not often enough.  
 
Beneficial strategies to introduce to students that will make their journeys far more satisfying and 
enjoyable:  
 

 Take three or four five-minute timeouts every day to stop, breathe deeply and stretch; 

 Use flight mode or turn off their phones for an hour three times daily;  

 Dream of places they want to visit;  

 Do neck, hip, ankle, arm and shoulder rotations;  

 Do a Mindfulness activity;  

 Watch and spend time outside. 
 

“Life isn’t a matter of milestones, but of moments.” 
 

Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 

 
 



Curriculum News 
 
Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod Results  - Piano 
 
The Piano Division of the Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod was held at the Upper Hunter 
Conservatorium last weekend with Scone Grammar School students achieving excellent results. 
 
8 Years & Under 
Isabelle Burke  1st Place Own Choice Unrestricted 
    1st Place Movement from Sonata or Sonatina 
    1st Place Modern Popular Theme from TV, Stage or Film 
    1st Place Championship 
 
10 Years & Under 
Campbell Smith  Highly Commended Own Choice Restricted 
    Highly Commended Modern Popular Theme from TV, Stage or Film 
 
Andrew Crowther  1st Place Own Choice Restricted 
    Highly Commended Modern Popular Theme from TV, Stage or Film 
 
Annabelle Goodchild Highly Commended Modern Popular Theme from TV, Stage or Film 
    Highly Commended Own Choice Restricted 
    Highly Commended Australian Composition 
 
Clare Wilkinson  1st Place Own Choice Unrestricted  
    1st Place Australian Composition 
    2nd Modern Popular Theme from TV, Stage or Film 
    Highly Commended - Championship 
 
Mia Grabham  3rd Place Own Choice Unrestricted  
 
Julia Wisniewski  Highly Commended 14 Years & Under 
 
12 Years & Under 
Mia Grabham  1st Place Piano Duet 
 
Luisa Wilkinson  3rd Place Australian Composition 
    2nd Place Own Choice Unrestricted 
    2nd Place Jazz or Blues 
    Highly Commended Championship 
 
Daniel Crowther  2nd Place Own Choice Restricted 
    Highly Commended Modern Popular Theme from TV, Stage or Film 
 
Open Section 
Katrina Grabham  1st Place 20th/21st Century Composition 
(Piano Teacher)  1st Place Sight Reading



Careers News 
On Tuesday June 19, three Year 11 students travelled to 
the Port Macquarie campus of the Charles Sturt University 
for their Open Day. Areas they were particularly 
interested in exploring were Paramedicine, Medical 
Radiation Science and Psychology.  
 
Open days are designed to give students an idea about 
the nature of the courses on offer, which they do in 
practical workshops and information sessions, as well as 
some information about university life, which is dealt with 
during tours of the campus and its accommodation.   
 
In the first week of the holidays, some of our senior 
students will undertake the Responsible Service of Alcohol 
(RSA) and Responsible Conduct of Gambling (RCG) 
courses here at school. Details need to be finalised with 
Mrs English by the end of this week. 
 
Good luck to all the Year 10 students completing Work 
Experience over the holidays.  We look forward to your 
stories about each workplace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SGS Rowing Programme -- Seeking Sponsorship 
 
The School has been actively developing our Rowing Programme over the last five years. We are now at 
a stage where our students are representing SGS by competing in numerous regattas. This has been 
made possible by the generosity of Rowing Clubs and other Independent Schools who also row. 
  
We are now seeking sponsorship from within the School community and beyond so we can have SGS 
students compete in our own competitive boats. We are particularly interested in trying to raise enough 
money to source a second hand coxed quad at a value of approximately $10,000 to $15,000. 
  
If you are interested in supporting this opportunity and helping to further develop our rowing 
programme, please feel free to make contact with Mrs Chris Brennan (Rowing Co-ordinator) or Mr Paul 
Smart, to discuss. 
  
 

  Sophie McDonald, Aspyn-Lily Tanner, 
    Zabiah Power 



Sports News 
 

Seven of our girls had a great day at the inaugural HVGS 7’s Rugby Tournament last Friday coming 
away undefeated winners.   
 
Our girls combined with Hunter Valley Grammar School to take on Newcastle High School in the first 
game.  The girls combined well working hard to get the ball out to the speedy wingers to convincing 
defeat Newcastle High 27 – 0.  Laura Sadler ran away for 3 tries in this game. 
 
Our next game was against Merewether High School and was a tough game with our team again 
showing great combinations and growing in their ability.  Caitlin Porter made some big tackles with 
Sarah Campbell, Bridie Crowe, Georgie McRae and Ally Taylor working hard at the breakdown to secure 
the ball to again spreading it wide for our speedsters.  Laura & Aurora Manwarring both scored in this 
game to help defeat Merewether 34 – 12. 
 
We met Merewether High in the final and again we worked hard in our tackle encounters to secure the 
ball.  Caitlin was on fire in this one making some great busting runs and was unlucky not to score a try.  
We came away with another win 24 – 7. 
 
It was a great experience for all the players and I am extremely proud of how the girls combined with 
the HVGS girls, really working together as a team even though they had only met that morning and how 
they conducted themselves throughout the day. Sarah, Georgie, Ally & Bridie, being a bit younger than 
their team mates, did themselves and us proud in their ability to contribute to the team overall and 
match the opposition.   
 
Well done Ladies.  Looking forward to the next Carnival. 
 
Michelle Edwards 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Caitlin Porter            Laura Sadler 



Scone Bypass Project Update 
 
Construction of the New England Highway bypass of Scone starts in July 2018. 
  
The first stage of work will see boundary fencing installed around the project area. Access arrangements 
through the Bill Rose Sporting Complex will change, with additional pedestrian signage and crossing 
facilities provided to ensure safety throughout the construction period. 
  
The existing playground and exercise equipment will be removed as this area is required for the 
bypass. The Upper Hunter Shire Council with the support of Roads and Maritime Service (RMS) will be 
providing the community with new equipment at a new location. Keep an eye out on Council’s 
website at www.upperhunter.nsw.gov.au for updates on the new playground plans as part of the Bill 
Rose Sporting Complex Masterplan. 
  
The informal parking on Aberdeen Street south of Kingdon Street will be unavailable for the duration 
of works due to the large number of trucks requiring access to the golf course. 
  
Work is expected to be completed in late 2020, weather permitting. 
  
If you have any questions, please contact the project Community Liaison Representative, Shay Riley- 
Lewis, by phone on 1800 870 751 or by email at sconebypass@daracon.com.au. For more information 
on the project, visit www.rms.work/sconebypass.   
 
Thank you for your patience. 
 

Holiday Activities………. 

http://www.upperhunter.nsw.gov.au
mailto:sconebypass@daracon.com.au
http://www.rms.work/sconebypass
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Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
 
Week 9(B) 
Friday 29 June 
Primary Knights Knockout Carnival, Waratah 
SGS School Musical – Seussical Jr’s Last Night 
 

Term 2 Ends 
_____________________________ 

 
Holiday Programme 

 
Monday 2 July 
Year 12 Drama to Belvoir Street Theatre 
Wednesday 4 July 
School Council Meeting 
Wednesday 4 & Thursday 5 July 
Year 12 RSA & RCG 
 
Sunday 8 July 
NAIDOC Week commences 
 
Saturday 14 July to Saturday 21 July 
Vanuatu Trip 
 
Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 July 
National Primary Games – Netball, Tamworth 

__________________________________ 
 

Term 3 - Monday 23 July to Friday 28  
September 

 
Week 1(A) 
Monday 23 July 
Tuesday 24 July 
Wednesday 25 July 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 26 July 
Chose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Secondary Information Evening - 6.00pm - 7.00pm 
Friday 27 July 
Legally Blonde (Snr Music/Drama) 
First Aid - Year 11 & Staff 
Open Day & Secondary Experience Day -  
Years 5 & 6 
 
Week 2(B) 
Monday 30 July 
HRIS Second Athletics Division 2 
Tuesday 31 July 
Wednesday 1 August 
Upper Hunter Youth Council Meeting  
(SGS hosting) 
Thursday 2 August 
HICES Debating Preliminary Final 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Friday 3 August 
All Schools' Touch Football to Sunday 5 August 
First Aid - Year 11 & Staff 
"Troubie" Stage 5 History/English, MPR 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 2: Monday 30 April to Friday 29 June 

 
Week 9(B) 
Friday 29 June 
Fiona Bailey, Erryn Day, Mel Gillett 
 

Term 2 Ends 
 

Term 3: Monday 23 July to Friday 28 
September 

 
Week 1(A) 
Monday 23 July 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 24 July 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 25 July 
Fiona Bailey 
Thursday 26 July 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Friday 27 July 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day 
 
Week 2(B) 
Monday 30 July 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 31 July 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 1 August 
Jenny Crackett, Acey Firth 
Thursday 2 August 
Fiona Bailey, Tania Dart 
Friday 3 August 
Fiona Bailey, Diana Gillett 
 
Week 3(A) 
Monday 6 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 7 August 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 8 August 
Fiona Bailey, Belinda Sowter 
Thursday 9 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Lyn Sinclair 
Friday 10 August 
Jenny Crackett, Emma Ridley 


