
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
We are well and truly into Term 3 and the start has been very 
positive. There is an energy around the School Campus, and students 
engaged in learning, right across the School from The Yellow Cottage 
to the Year 12s who are preparing for their HSC Trial Examinations 
and are in their final term of school. Staff are also learning and 
continue to consider how best to engage students in the learning 
journey. 
 
Four members of staff were fortunate to be able to attend Norwest 
Christian School’s Staff Conference on The Learning Focused 
Classroom, this week. The training was based around Building 
Learning Power, the framework we are using in Grammar Minds. The 
Conference was led by Mrs Leanne Day from the TLO Organistion out 
of the UK. The material was very practical and will help us continue to 
grow our Grammar Minds impact on student learning. 

 
Over the holiday we had a number of very positive opportunities for students and some excellent 
results from our teams. The Primary Rugby League Team won their division of the Knights 
Knockout Carnival and will now represent SGS at the State Carnival. The Primary Dance Team 
were placed first in the Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod Dance Division and represented 
the School very well. The Primary and Secondary Netball Teams also competed at the National 
Primary Games in Tamworth having a very positive and successful weekend. 
 
Over the holiday break, a number of Year 12 students and staff gathered to continue to work on 
the course material to strengthen the students’ knowledge leading up to the Trials and the HSC. 
 
We will be advertising for positions at the School over the coming weeks following resignations 
and decisions around courses for 2019.  
 
The positions are for the Head of the HSIE Faculty; Teachers of Languages; History and 
Geography; and the PA to the Principal.  
 
We will be seeking a languages specialist to teach across the school as we bring languages back 
into the Curriculum in 2019. Mrs Adrienne Casey has resigned her role as PA to the Principal and 
will be retiring after 25 years at SGS. Mrs Catherine Gibson will be moving to Canberra to teach 
from the end of the year and Mrs Kate Gallagher has resigned to take up a position in Moss Vale in 
Term 4.  
 
Please direct anyone you know who might be interested in any of these positions to the School’s 
website.  
 
I am looking forward to a full and exciting term ahead. Please continue to pray for rain and for 
those who are impacted so significantly by the drought we are experiencing. 
  
Paul Smart 
Principal 
 
 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A big welcome back to what will be another action packed term. I trust you all had a restful and relaxing 
holiday and used it as an opportunity to recharge the batteries and connect with friends and family. 
 
The busyness of a school does not come to a halt in the holidays. We had a number of students 
represent Scone Grammar School across a variety of extra-curricular activities.  
 
Our Open Primary Rugby League side contested the Regional B Division section of the Knights Knockout. 
The Division is dictated by the number of students in the school. In what was a massive achievement, the 
boys came away as Regional Champions! As a result, they now have the opportunity to compete in the 
State Finals in Week 3. We certainly wish the boys all the best. 
 
Our 3/4 and 5/6 Netball teams travelled to Tamworth to compete in the National Primary Games. Not 
only did the girls look completely professional in the new school netball uniforms (proudly donated by the 
Scone Grammar P&F), but their results were great. Whilst there are no official placings at this Carnival, 
our teams did win the vast majority of their games. Well done girls! 
 
In what I believe is a first for Scone Grammar School, we entered two dance groups into the 
Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod. Both groups came away with first place in their respective 
categories (Hip Hop and Contemporary). This is a satisfying reward for the practice the girls have been 
putting in. 
 
I would like to take a moment to thank the teachers and parents who donated their time to ensure the 
students continue to have chances to represent our school in the activities they love.  
 
As we begin Term Three, we welcome Miss Ellie Price who will be completing her final University practical 
placement with 3 Blue and Mrs Brice. We hope Ellie enjoys her time with us. 
 
 
 
 

“Do more of what makes you awesome!” - Anonymous           
 

 
Word of the Week – Fearless e.g. She was a bold and fearless climber. 
ETYMOLOGY: Middle English 
MEANING: without fear; bold or brave; intrepid. 
How can we use it this week: Be fearless with your approach to your learning. 
 
Congratulations to Yasmin Miller (5 Gold), Katrina Hinds (K Blue), William Betts (K Gold), Mikayla 
O’Halloran (3 Gold), Rourke Sharpe (6 Blue), Felicity Henderson (1 Gold) and Jack Jamieson (K Gold) who 
are all celebrating birthdays this week. I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their special day 
and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week I wanted to share with you some of our thinking about the development of problem solving 
skills in our young people and an approach we are seeking to take here at Scone Grammar School. We 
realize that every student will bump into different challenges throughout their school journey. Some are 
inside the classroom and some sit outside of the classroom and out of their school life.  
 
We continually ask ourselves how we can, as educators and parents, best help them? Shall we help them 
solve every problem? I think the answer is no. With guidance and support, we need to help them learn 
how to solve problems. The reason why young people need to obtain problem-solving skills is that when 
they are faced with a problem, as their young lives unfold they will have a higher willingness to put effort 
into solving the problem rather than investing their time in avoiding the problem.  
 
Numerous studies and life experiences have shown us that teaching our young people problem-solving 
skills can improve their mental fitness and assist them to achieve socially and academically. As we look to 
preparing our young people for the future workforce, their ability gain meaningful and sustained careers 
may depend on this ability. The simplest way for us to encourage the development of these skills, as well 
as explicitly teaching our young people how to problem solve, is to avoid the temptation to step in and 
‘fix’; to resist always providing the answers to life’s questions but rather to encourage and help them to 
find the answers. As always, we value the opportunity to partner with you in this responsibility.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Jeremiah 29:11  
Give thanks for: The gifts, such as our mind and the ability to problem solve, that God has given us; 
God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way to be friends 
with God; The recent Vanuatu Mission Trip; the numerous opportunities to engage in extra-curricular 
activities and experiences; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us;  
Pray for:  Rain!; Families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment:  your son or daughter’s 
teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A11+&version=NIV


Head of Secondary 
 
Welcome back to Term 3. The year appears to have been going very quickly. It is 81 days until the HSC 
starts and only 13 days until Year 12 start their Trial Exams. These are not the only things going on this 
term; however, they have been the subject of recent interest.  
 
I have had many conversations this week about how students, in all grades can overcome what appear 
as mountains in front of them. My advice has been to keep trying, to keep going, to study more and to 
study early.  
 
As I said this to one student they looked at me quizzically and said they couldn't possibly do that - they 
are already out of bed at 6am and they weren't getting up any earlier to study.  
 
What I meant, of course, was to study a long way in advance of tests and exams, even to study 
continuously.  
 
If you only put in an hour or two of revision before an exam, don't be disappointed by a result which 
reflects that effort. 
 
We have welcomed two new faces in secondary this week, Jimmy Riley in Year 7 and Kyoka Ito in Year 
10. Kyoka is an exchange student from Japan and is with us until the end of November. Please make both 
of these students welcome. 
 
I would also like to remind parents about using the crossing at the front of the School and about obeying 
the double white lines. Students watch your example. 
 
Quotes of the week: 
 
"We all have dreams. But in order to make dreams come into reality, it takes an awful lot of 
determination, dedication, self-discipline, and effort." - Jesse Owens 
 
"Continuous effort - not strength or intelligence - is the key to unlocking our potential."  
- Winston Churchill  
 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

After the enrichment and success of our Scone Mountain excursion last term, this term we are 
introducing the concept of Bush Kindy. It will be all about going outside and being in a bush 
environment. The children will be learning so much. During our Bush Kindy visits the children will 
watch the change of seasons, talk about native trees, learn about birds through their calls and 
observe the changes to the environment. Research tells us that children who play outdoors are 
introduced to concepts such as problem-solving, language, science and caring for the environment. 
Encouraging children to collect objects such as rocks, feathers and sticks is a great way to learn about 
patterns, sorting and similarity.   
 
Starting in Week 4, once a week, the children will travel on the SGS bus to Paradise Park, Murrurundi 
for a four hour programme of exploring and activities. These visits provide opportunities for children 
to connect to the land, live their culture and explore nature, as well as sustainability, scientific and 
maths concepts.  
 
The identified benefits of Bush Kindy include: 
 
increasing evidence that children’s inner wellbeing is benefitted by being outdoors as the natural 
environment enhances their health; learning and behaviour by supporting personal and social 
development as well as physical and mental health; the sense of calm and restoration gained from 
spending time in the bush; providing children with a connection while they are young and the hope 
they will build a sense of belonging and respect for the country as they grow. 
 
Planned dates are  Monday 13/8, Wednesday 22/8, Thursday 30/8, Tuesday 4/9, and Friday 14/9.  
 
Please look on the Skoolbag app for more information and permission e-Forms. 
 
Kirsty Hails 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Relationships & Connections 
 

One of the essential pillars of well-being is that of relationships and connections. In fact, relationships rule 
the world! Regardless of who we are, it is the people that surround us that shape and tell our story. It is 
the people around us that help to create new ones. 
 
For the young ones in our care, it is the connections they make that really influence who they become and 
how nurtured they feel in their environment. But, it does not come easy for some. Here are ways in which 
they can deliberately forge new friendships and relationships: 
 

 Be genuine – Be true to yourself and avoid changing for others, it is the sincere relationships that 
stand the test of time; 

 

 Offer help – Reach out and offer help to those around you, generosity of spirit is not easily forgotten; 
 

 Play close attention – Actively listen to others with empathy and show them that you hear them with 
interest; 

 

 Be unforgettable – Be that person who makes an effort, remember birthdays and special events. 
 
 
"You can make more friends in two months by becoming interested in other people than you 
can in two years by trying to get other people interested in you." - Dale Carnegie, How to Win 
Friends and Influence People 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Curriculum News 
 

Debating 
 
Best Debaters in the Hunter Region in the Regional Rounds have been announced and I am thrilled to 
report that a number of SGS students have made the top ten list for the Hunter Region.  
 
*Ruby Wong rated across all regions in the Best Debater lists for her age group.  She will be receiving 
her certificate at the Awards Ceremony in Sydney following the Grand Finals on September 5.   
 
All these students should be very proud of their achievements. 
 
Junior: 
4th equal – Daniel Crowther  
                 Hannah Glenn  
 
5th equal - Sarah Clark  
                 Sofia Edlington  
 
Middle: 
5th equal - Emmersen Mitchell  
 
7th equal - Dan O'Regan  
                 Bridget Burnett  
 
Senior: 
2nd equal - Ruby Wong * 
 
6th equal - Hayley Cook 
 
Our Junior Team will be debating in the HICES Debating Final at HVGS on August 2 against Thomas 
Hassell School. Preparations for the HRIS Middle School Debating Day will take place from Week 3 this 
term each Thursday afternoon in P4 from 3:20-5pm. This includes all those students in Year 5 who have 
expressed an interest in taking part in Debating this term. 
 
Deb Moore 
Debating Co-Ordinator 
 
 
 
                    



Sport News 
 
National Primary Games - Tamworth 
 
The National Primary Games was held on the last weekend of the holidays. Our school had 3 netball 
teams participating. Our 10’s and 12’s from the Primary School and our 14’s from the Secondary School. 
We had beautiful weather over the weekend which was made for perfect playing conditions.  
 
Our 10’s netball team had the most games over the weekend, playing 10 games over the two days. The 
girls showed tremendous improvement over the weekend. Our coaches Renee Park and Kaitlin Smith 
worked on their passing and catching and space awareness. I am excited to see how well the girls will 
do at our next carnival, after continued development with our coaches.  
 
The 12’s fought hard in every game but were up against some strong teams from around NSW and QLD. 
The girls continued to develop and work well as a team over the weekend, coming away with a few wins 
and a few losses.  
 
The Secondary 14’s showed tremendous talent on the court and had many convincing wins. The girls 
played 8 games over the weekend winning 7 and only losing to Armadale Rep side in their first game, 
placing 2nd overall! 
 
Well done to all the girls who participated. It was lovely to see them having so much fun and really 
enjoying their sport! Thank you to all the parents for their support and the coaches for giving up their 
weekend during school holidays.  
 
Jess Day  
K-12 Sports Coordinator 
 
 

         Under 14’s 

        Under 12’s 

       Under 10’s 



Sport News 
 
Primary Athletics Carnival 2018 
 
A couple of weeks ago our Primary students participated in their annual Athletics Carnival. Perfect 
weather conditions allowed for a wonderful day of competition. It is always so lovely to see so many of 
our students participating and encouraging one another to do their best.  
 
It has taken a little bit of time to finalise our Carnival’s point scores due to the rain that we had earlier 
that week, which meant we were unable to run our 800m events and some high jump events.  
 
We had a number of our talented athletes break records over the day and I would like to make special 
mention and congratulate the following students: 
 
Lachlan Hails   11 year boys 100m   14.17 seconds 
    11 year boys 200m   29.49 seconds 
 
 
Archie Adkins   10 year boys Turbo Jav  22.78 metres 
 
 
Congratulations to the following students on achieving Age Champions and Runner Up Age Champions: 
   
    Girls      Boys  
 
8 years   Georgia Maben   42  Ollie Shearman  46 
   Arabella Patterson 30  Jackson Selwood  37 
 
9 years  Isabelle Burke  50  Angus Giblin  38 
   Skye Russell  36  Kooper Duval  38 
         Oliver Hodges  29 
 
10 years   Isabella Henderson 58  George Patterson  40 
   Lilla Stanford  29  Sean Ryan   30 
 
11 years  Addison Goodwin  46  Lachlan Hails  55 
   Bridie O’Neill  38  Harry Warner  45 
 
12 years  Lottie Firth   38  Hamish McRae  44     
   Isabel Jack   33  Max Patterson  39 
 
 
Congratulations to Pulling House on taking out another Carnival for 2018. 
 
1st Pulling  1103 
2nd Jones  993  
3rd Ledger  953 
 
 
The top 2 students from each event will now be selected to represent our school at the HRIS Athletics 
Carnival which will be held in Week 4 on Friday 17 August. The team has been posted outside Sports 
Central and notes are on the Skoolbag app.  
 
Jess Day  
K-12 Sports Coordinator 
 
 



Primary Rugby League 

On Friday, July 1 our Open’s Primary Rugby League team contested the Knights Knockout B Division 
(this is based on student numbers throughout the school) at Raymond Terrace.  
 
We competed against Largs, Anna Bay, Morpeth, Beresfield and Metford Public Schools. We were 
undefeated during the Pool rounds, which meant that we progressed to the final against Rosemary Park 
Public, Branxton. We were eventual winners 4-2. This made us Regional Champions for the Open B 
Division.  
 
A fantastic achievement given our small numbers and the fact that most of the team don’t play Rugby 
League.  
 
We now travel to St Marys on Wednesday August 8 to compete in the State finals. 
 
Jason Croucher 
Rugby League Co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Scone Films Presents: the wartime drama, The Guernsey Literary Potato Peel & 
Pie Society, (based on the best-selling book of the same name) starring Lily James, 
Jessica Brown Findlay & Matthew Goode will be screening at 7.30pm, Friday 27 
July at their pop-up cinema at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, Oxford Road, Scone. 
 
Tickets are $12.  To be sure of a ticket, purchase in advance from our website or at Hunt a 
Book, Scone.  Running time is 2hr 3.  Everyone is welcome.  Wine & mini potato pies 
available.  Refreshments also available.   





Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
Term 3 - Monday 23 July to 

Friday 28 September 
 
 
Week 1(A) 
Friday 27 July 
Legally Blonde (Snr Music/Drama) 
First Aid - Year 11 & Staff 
Open Day & Secondary Experience Day -  
Years 5 & 6 
 
Week 2(B) 
Monday 30 July 
HRIS Second Athletics Division 2 
Parent/Teacher Interviews K – Year 11 
Tuesday 31 July 
Wednesday 1 August 
Upper Hunter Youth Council Meeting (SGS Hosting) 
Parent/Teacher Interviews K – Year 11 
HRIS Cultural Festival 
Thursday 2 August 
HICES Debating Preliminary Final 
Year 6 Local Council Visit 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Friday 3 August 
All Schools' Touch Football to Sunday 5 August 
First Aid - Year 11 & Staff 
"Troubie" Stage 5 History/English, MPR 
Primary & Secondary Netball Schools’ Cup,  
Singleton 
 
Week 3(A) 
Monday 6 August 
Year 5 Camp to Milson’s Island  

returning Friday, 10 August 
Kinder Gymnastics 
Tuesday 7 August 
Wednesday 8 August 
Year 12 Trials to 17 August 
Primary Rugby League State Finals 
Thursday 9 August 
Anglican Schools' Australia Conference 
Year 12 Trials to 17 August 
Friday 10 August 
Anglican Schools' Australia Conference 
Year 12 Trials to 17 August 
Year 5 Camp to Milson’s Island - return 
Sunday 12 August 
Year 6 depart for Canberra to Thursday 16 August 

 
 

Canteen Roster    

Term 3 - Monday 23 July to 
Friday 28 September 

 
 
Week 1(A) 
Thursday 26 July 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Friday 27 July 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day 
 
Week 2(B) 
Monday 30 July 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 31 July 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 1 August 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart 
Thursday 2 August 
Fiona Bailey, Acey Firth 
Friday 3 August 
Fiona Bailey, Diana Gillett, Emma Sharpe 
 
Week 3(A) 
Monday 6 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 7 August 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 8 August 
Fiona Bailey, Belinda Sowter 
Thursday 9 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Lyn Sinclair 
Friday 10 August 
Jenny Crackett, Emma Ridley, Amelia Wilkinson 
 
Week 4(B) 
Monday 13 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 14 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 15 August 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 16 August 
Jenny Crackett, Kirralee Green 
Friday 17 August 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day 


