
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
We have commenced the Annual Camps with Year 5 this week. They 
were moved from Milson Island to the Broken Bay Sport & Recreation  
site due to a major water issue. Camp has been going extremely well 
with all students having a wonderful experience.  
 
Year 6 will load up to head to Canberra on Sunday and we certainly 
wish them a safe and special experience. 
 
Year 11 Ski Camp, Year 3 and Year 4 Camp experience will follow in 
the last weeks of August. The Year 11 Ski Camp has traditionally been 
a very special end to our camping programme. 
 
Students continue to have exciting opportunities to represent the 
school. The Upper Primary Debaters performed exceptionally well in 

their HICES Semi-Final Debate, narrowly missing out on a win. 
 
Our Secondary 7s Rugby Teams competed in the HRIS Rugby 7s at Hunter Valley Grammar School 
on Thursday. The under-16s were supported by players from other teams but played very well to 
finish 3rd overall while our under-14s were narrowly defeated in a number of games which meant 
they finished 4th overall. The boys all played hard and represented SGS well. 
 
This week the Upper Primary boys played in the State Championships in Sydney, winning all their 
round games to make it to the finals. They were successful in the semi-final only to be beaten in a 
strong Grand Final game 20 – 6. This is an outstanding result. Congratulations to the boys and 
thanks to Mr Croucher and Mr Hails for coaching, encouraging and supporting the team 
throughout this competition. 
 
Our Year 12s are presently sitting their Trial HSC Examinations. Please pray for them to be calm 
and to do their best throughout these trials and the remainder of the term. 
 
We received some much needed rain this week which we can be thankful for but please continue 
to pray for a breaking of the drought and for all affected by this prolonged dry time.  
 
Paul Smart  
PRINCIPAL 
 

 

Save the Date  
 Friday 19 October, 2018  

 3.30pm to 7.00pm 
 

   SGS Creative Arts Show 
…...Visual Arts, Music & Dance….. 

 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What an amazing achievement by our Open Primary Rugby League team to finish second in the State at 
this week’s State Championships. It is a wonderful reflection of their skill and attitude as well as their 
effort and dedication. This effort and dedication flows into the preparation from the coaches and I would 
like to extend my thanks to Brett Hails, Darren Crowther and Jason Croucher. Opportunities like this don’t 
happen without the parents and staff who go above and beyond for our kids. I have been equally 
impressed with the feedback about how our boys conducted themselves off the field, resulting in much 
praise from many other schools at the Carnival. Can I also add how great the boys looked in their new 
jerseys! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The weather is slowly beginning to warm up which means most students are removing their jumpers and 
jackets at some stage during the day. I spoke to students about the importance of having all items of 
clothing labelled but, also, to make sure the jumper or jacket goes straight into the schoolbag once 
removed. If you could encourage your child to adopt this approach, our basket of lost property should be 
empty! 
 
 

 “You can never cross the ocean unless you have the courage to lose sight of  
 the shore.” - Andre Gide 

 
 
Word of the Week – moved e.g. What moved you to do this? 
ETYMOLOGY: Middle English 
MEANING: to prompt, actuate, or impel to some action: 
 
Congratulations to Sarah Clark (6 Gold), Zoe Figallo (2 Gold), Chelsea Lee (1 Blue), Isabelle Burke (3 
Gold), Annabelle Goodchild (5 Gold), Jack Goodhew (1 Blue) and Lily McFarlane (K Gold) who are all 
celebrating birthdays this week. I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their special day and 
share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week I have been reflecting upon the ‘education’ the Year 12 class of 2018 have received in their 
years here at Scone Grammar School. As I picture each of them personally, my hope and prayer is they 
have received an education in the skills and attributes necessary to live a good life. While the learning of 
core skills and knowledge is important, we have spent time providing opportunities for the building up of 
personal virtues alongside of these technical skills and knowledge base. We invest in this 
because it is in the building up of the whole person and the way in which character is formed that will 
determine success in whatever field they will be seeking to place themselves in.  
 
The collective umbrella approach we are taking to this responsibility is ‘Positive Education’, where 
these virtues and strengths are explicitly taught each week; sometimes in specific lessons, in Chapel, in 
conversations, through extra-curricular programmes and opportunities where these virtues are named, 
explained, modelled and applied. We believe the learning and application of these virtues has a significant 
impact on the development of the whole person and thus, is key to the ability of a student to acquire 
specific skills and knowledge in each subject area, even beyond the school years. We continually invite 
God into this development and openly pray for His help in the building up of our young people. This 
week, ask your son or daughter what they have learnt about themselves this week, as well as the skills 
and knowledge they have acquired.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us; the great time that Year 5 are having on camp! 
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For rain; For Year 12 as they sit their HSC Trial 
Examinations; For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or 
daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
On Mondays in Week 1 of our timetable I do bus duty at the front gate before and after school. This 
week that duty provided the inspiration for writing. On Monday morning it was drizzling and there were 
puddles at the gate; nobody complained. While most students walked past me and made some comment 
about needing more rain, all of them had a smile on their face. A few students avoided the puddles but, 
big and small, there were some deliberately splashing through the puddles, with huge grins. There were 
so many comments about the smell, the feelings, what the dirt drive looked like at home, or what it was 
like feeding the animals in the drizzle. Every student that came through the gate was smiling and cheery 
and, trust me, that is unusual for a Monday. One of the early arrivals said, "I know it won't fill our water 
tanks or make the creek flow but I can still be grateful for it and appreciate the beauty it brings. Right, 
Miss?" Absolutely! 
 
Monday afternoon led to several more conversations about the rain, but it's two other students who  
stood out to me. We were visited on bus duty by two absolutely beautiful crimson rosellas. The boys 
waiting for the last buses were as intrigued by them as I was. "Hey Miss, isn't it beautiful what comes out 
after the rain. Let's hope we see them more often." The second conversations came after we watched 
several parents do u-turns over the double lines and then walk/run between buses. Student A said, "Hey, 
you should tell them that's wrong, Mrs Hollis." Student B replied, "She has been; don't you read the 
newsletter? It would be better if all the kids told their parents it's wrong. We need to start telling the kids. 
I don't want to see anyone I know hurt." 
 
What impresses me so much about all of these conversations is the resilience in the face of adversity, the 
appreciation of beauty, the gratitude and the genuine care for others. My message this week is simple. 
Follow the lead of our students; appreciate the beauty in the little things around us and care for those 
around you. 
 
Quote of the week 
"You learn something every day if you pay attention." Ray Le Blond 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis  
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

This week we are celebrating National Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander Children’s Day.  
 
We are making it a week long celebration that includes artworks, camp fire afternoons with families 
and friends including visitors from our local Aboriginal Community. It has been a great celebration 
with many of families and special visitors joining us at our camp fire afternoons.  
 
 
 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amygdala Hijack 
The best way to build your wellbeing and personal growth is through contributing to make a positive 
difference to others’ lives; doing good to feel good.  
 
When students experience something, their thinking is influenced by two competing parts of their brain, 
the Amygdala and the Prefrontal Cortex.  
 

 The Amygdala is the unconscious part which generates feelings. It is well developed in students and 
causes the fight, flight or freeze reactions, depending on the intensity of the positive or negative 
feelings produced.  

 
•  The Prefrontal Cortex is the conscious rational part which controls the intensity of their feelings to 
 make decisions. It not fully developed till they reach their late teens or early twenties. As a 
 consequence, their responses to what they experience may vary considerably.  
 
When their Amygdala oversees their feelings, good decision-making is difficult; often called emotional 
hijacking. The key is to raise their self-awareness of this, so that they are in a position to self-
regulate their feelings. Cultivate this by:  
 
•  Initiating discussions about positive, negative, mixed and hidden emotions and their intensity; 
•  helping them create their own positive coping and self-calming strategies to reduce emotional 
 intensity;  
•  learning how to use positive self-talk to combat possible hijacking; 
•  doing mindfulness activities to distract their Amygdala to put their Prefrontal Cortex back in charge. 
 
 
“By constant self-discipline and self-control, you can develop greatness of character.” Grenville 
Kleiser 
 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Book Week Information 
 
Book Week: Find Your Treasure 18-24 August 2018 

 
To coincide with Book Week, a Scholastic Book Fair will be held in the 

Primary section of the Library, and a Collins Book Fair in the Secondary 

section of the Library.  Students will have the opportunity to purchase books 
and other items.  Not only is a Book Fair a great way to support and 
encourage your child’s reading, it has the added bonus of helping the Library 
to acquire much-needed resources.  So please come and visit us during Book 
Week and find your treasure.   
 

 
Scavenger Hunt – please note the change in date 

 

To celebrate the wonderful world of children’s literature, this year we plan to hold a Scavenger 
Hunt instead of a Book Parade.  It will be held on Tuesday, 28 August, 2018 with Bounce Back 

Buddy Groups.  The clues for the Scavenger Hunt will be based on a range of children’s books and will 
take the students to various locations in the school until they find ‘the treasure’.  The date has been 
changed because of a clash with Primary Netball and the Soccer Gala Day. 
 
Please note, students will be wearing their sports uniform for this event.  They will not be dressing up as a 
book character this year. 
 
 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 

 

Friday 31 August 2018 is the last day to enter books online for the Premier’s Reading Challenge. 

If your child is participating and you require a user name and password, please contact me via email or the 
telephone, or visit me in the Library. 
If you are having problems entering your books, please let me know before this date so I can assist you.  
Please note, I am entering Year 1 and Kindergarten students. 
 

Louise Broomfield  
Teacher Librarian 
lbroomfield@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

 

 

mailto:lbroomfield@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Curriculum News 
 
Year 6 Visit UHSC 
 
Last Thursday Year Six had a visit to the Upper Hunter Shire Council Chambers. Here they met Councillor 
James Burns who spoke to them about the role of Council and Local Government. They also had a chance 
to listen to the General Manager; Steve McDonald, the Mayor Cr Wayne Bedggood and learnt all about 
Waste Management with Melinda Hails.  
 
It was an informative and educational visit in anticipation for our big trip to Canberra next week. Year Six 
enjoyed learning how they can be informed and active citizens of the community and some even showed 
an interest in becoming Councillors themselves one day.  
 
Thank you to Cr. James Burns for organising the excursion. 
 
Mrs Hunt 
 
 



Sport News 
 
Netball Schools’ Cup 
 
On Friday, 3 August we had two teams competing in the Netball Schools’ Cup in Newcastle. This 
competition is against not only Independent Schools but also State and Catholic Schools. We were up 
against some very challenging teams.  
 
The Secondary 14’s team played 6 games over the course of the day. Our first game saw the girls pull 
away with a very convincing win over Kurri Kurri High School. The next two games saw the girls really 
having to lift to fight against Hunter Valley Grammar School and St Joseph’s Lochinvar. Unfortunately, 
the girls lost both games but only to a narrow margin. Our 14’s team dug deep for their last 3 games, 
coming away with wins in all 3. Congratulations to all the girls for a 3rd place finish.  
 
Our Primary Year 5/6 team has some challenging games throughout the day. Playing 5 games in total, 
the girls always showed amazing team spirit and a willingness to work with each other. Bateau Bay 
proved to be their toughest game going down by 12 to a very well drilled team and overall winners of 
the Carnival. They had a convincing win against Lambton, 2 very narrow losses against Bishop Tyrell 
Anglican College and St Mary’s (Central Coast) and a draw against Hunter Valley Grammar School. In 
coach Mrs Betts’ words ”….. A gorgeous group of girls who all consistently placed the needs of their 
teammates above their own, all day!” 
 
Congratulations to all students involved! 
 
Miss Day 

 
 



Darcy Moore Competes at NSW All 
Schools Touch Championships 

Over the last weekend, Friday 3 August – Sunday 5 
August, Darcy Moore competed at the NSW All Schools 
Touch Football Championships.  
 
Earlier in the year Darcy was selected into the NSWCIS 
15’s Touch Football Team. Over the weekend Darcy went 
into the training camp, learning and developing his skills, 
from his coach who is an Australian Mixed Touch Football 
Player. The competition started on Saturday night, in very 
cold conditions, and continued on Sunday.  
 
Although the team went down to both CHS (Combined 
High Schools) and CCC (Combined Catholic Colleges), 
Darcy came away with an invaluable experience.  
 
Congratulations on such a huge achievement!  
 
 
 

Thank you to the 4 wonderful parents who brought along their allen keys and assisted with 
the assembling of 8 x Bunnings flat-pack storage tubs for the Uniform Shop on Wednesday. 
Big cheers to Belinda Sowter, Erryn Day, Jacquie Henderson and Luke Gallagher. These 
tubs will be put to great use! 







SCONE FILMS PRESENT: 
 
OCEANS 8  (M) on Friday, 24 August at 7.30pm at their pop up cinema, Senior Citizens’ 
Centre. 
Starring -  Sandra Bullock, Cate Blanchett & Anne Hathaway 
  
Danny Ocean's estranged sister Debbie, attempts to pull off the heist of the century at New York 
City's star-studded annual Met Gala. Five years, eight months, 12 days and counting -- that's how 
long Debbie Ocean has been devising the biggest job of her life. She knows what it's going to take -- 
a team of the best people in the field, starting with her partner-in-crime Lou Miller. Together, they 
recruit a crew of specialists, including jeweler Amita, street con Constance, suburban mum Tammy, 
hacker Nine Ball, and fashion designer Rose. Their target -- a necklace that's worth more than $150 
million. 
  
Entry $12 from our website; Hunt a Book Scone or at the door.   Running time 1hr,50m.  Doors 
open 7pm.   
  
Tea & coffee also available. 







Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 3 Monday 23 July to Friday  
28 September 

 
Week 3A 
Friday 10 August 
Year 12 Trials to 17 August 
Year 5 Camp - return 
Sunday 12 August 
Year 6 depart for Canberra to Thursday 16  
August 
 
Week 4B 
Monday 13 August 
Heads’ of Sport Conference 
Year 12 Trials to 17 August 
Kinder Gymnastics 
Tuesday 14 August 
Year 12 Trials to 17 August 
Wednesday 15 August 
HRIS Secondary Basketball Gala 
Year 12 Trials to 17 August 
Thursday 16 August 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Year 6 Canberra return 
Years 9&10 Senior Secondary Experience Day 
Year 12 Trials to 17 August 
Friday 17 August 
Homeless Sleep Over 
HRIS Primary Athletics - Div. 1 
Children's Book Week to 21 August 
Year 12 Trials finish 
Year 12 Geography Fieldwork 
 
Week 5A 
Sunday 19 August 
HICES Music Festival to 22 August 
Monday 20 August 
Book Week Commences 
Year 10 Subject Selection 
Ag Quip to 23 August 
HRIS Primary Netball / Soccer Gala 
Initial Kinder 2019 Orientation Visits commence 
Tuesday 21 August 
Years 3 Camp to Lake Mac to 24 August 
Year 4 to Galston Gorge to 24 August 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver & Bronze to 24 August 
Wednesday 22 August 
Secondary 7's Rugby at Armidale 
Year 6 Digi-Ed & 23 August 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver & Bronze to 24 August 
Thursday 23 August 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver & Bronze to 24 August 
Year 6 Digi-Ed  
Ag Quip returns 
Friday 24 August 
Book Week Ends 
Black Coal Cup Golf 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver & Bronze return 
Years 3 Camp to Lake Mac return 
Year 4 to Galston Gorge return 
Godolphin Stallion Parade - Snr Orchestra 

Canteen Roster   

 
Term 3 Monday 23 July to Friday  

28 September 
 

Week 3A 
Friday 10 August 
Jenny Crackett, Emma Ridley,  
Amelia Wilkinson 
 
Week 4B 
Monday 13 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 14 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 15 August 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 16 August 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day 
Friday 17 August 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day, Tracey Stewart 
 
Week 5A 
Monday 20 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 21 August 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 22 August 
Fiona Bailey, Pip Bishop 
Thursday 23 August 
Jenny Crackett, Bronwyn Redgate 
Friday 24 August 
Jenny Crackett, Kirralee Adams    XXXXX 
 
Week 6B 
Monday 27 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 28 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 29 August 
Jenny Crackett, Amanda Paradice 
Thursday 30 August 
Fiona Bailey, Kate Shann 
Friday 31 August 
Fiona Bailey, Charlotte Parry-Okeden, Amelia 
Wilkinson 
 

XXXXX Helper Needed Please   


