
 
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
The term is flowing very positively with energetic and exciting learning 
going on both inside and outside the classroom. It is delightful to be 
hearing the dispositions being used in the students’ learning and to 
see them continuing to grapple with how they learn. 
 
The ongoing professional development of our staff across new 
curriculum, wellbeing, technology and pedagogy is all part of our 
School Improvement Plan. This plan is all about strengthening student 
learning and students as learners. 
 
Year 6 have been having an excellent time away in Canberra, taking in 
so much from the opportunities to explore our National Capital. 
 

 
School Council 
We have four new members joining School Council at this month’s meeting; Mr Guy Guiana, Mr 
Steven McDonald, Mrs Bronwyn Redgate and Mr Mark Dawson. We look forward to their 
contributions to the governance of our school and their input into the strategic planning for the 
future. 
 
Have a wonderful week and look for an opportunity to be grateful for something or someone. 
 

Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 
 

**PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN DATE** 
 
The Year 8 Subject Selection evening set down for Monday 3 September w ill now  be 
held on Monday 10 September, at the same time of 6.00pm in the STLC. Apologies for any 
inconvenience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s edition is coming straight from our Nation’s Capital as I share the Canberra Excursion with 
Year 6. As you can see, a great time is being had by all! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“The things that make me different are the things that make me me.”  
          – Piglet (A. A. Milne) 
 

 
Word of the Week – appealing e.g. One of the most appealing things about the student was their 
confidence. 

ETYMOLOGY: Late Middle English 
MEANING: evoking or attracting interest, desire, curiosity, sympathy, or the like 
 
Congratulations to Kajus Mikuckas (1 Gold), Thomas Dart (3 Gold), Ivee Allan (5 Blue), Samuel Sowter (2 
Blue), Georgie Simmons (5 Gold), Shaelee Fogarty (5 Blue), Nate Brayley (3 Blue) and Amelia McRae (4 
Gold) who are all celebrating birthdays this week. I wish these students all the best as they enjoy their 
special day and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the key ingredients to our student leadership selection process is where we encourage students to 
try and identify strengths in each other. This has been a recent conversation with Year 11 as they 
consider who, among their peers, have strengths which would make them a good leader as they enter 
Year 12 next year. We ask our staff team to do the same, and this becomes part of the process. This 
matches our Christian philosophy and strength based approach, of looking outwards and 
appreciating others skills, abilities, talents and strengths, and not just our own. There is a 
growing evidence base that suggests when we focus on spotting and appreciating the strengths of 
others, rather than their deficiencies, they perform better.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My challenge for all of us this week is to ask yourself when was the last time you made a deliberate 
attempt to notice something that someone does well and acknowledge it?  
 
To intentionally spot their strengths?  
 
If the answer doesn’t roll off the tip of your tongue, don’t feel bad. The truth is while it’s relatively easy to 
spot the worst in others, finding the best in people and ways you can bring more of this out in their work 
isn’t something most of us naturally excel at. In fact, scientists have long understood that while we all 
share a deep psychological need to be respected, valued and appreciated, the negativity bias hardwired 
into our brain makes us much better at spotting what we don’t like about people, rather than their 
strengths.  
 
Let’s be purposeful in trying to identify what others are good at and what personal characteristics shine to 
make that person unique and valuable, and be determined to tell them… I wonder how this may shape 
our kids and us? 
   
I love this passage from the Bible which says “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us; the great time that Year 5 had on camp! 
Pray for: Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For rain; For Year 6 on their Canberra Excursion; 
For Year 12 as they sit their HSC Trial Examinations; For families and students who are ill or struggling at 
the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
Since Wednesday last week our Year 12 students have been doing the Trial HSC Examinations. As the 
photos below show, on day one they looked a little nervous but over the week they have settled, and 
many appear to have tried their best. Many of them have told me they know what they have to do 
between now and the HSC! The best conversation I had with any of the students over the Trial period 
was on Tuesday morning when one said, "Really nice of you to put up the inspirational posters for us, 
Miss." I had to be honest and say the posters had been there for quite some time and that Mrs Sim had 
put them up. When I asked which was the favourite, I was told, "I am more than just a number." This to 
me says that our students understand they are valued for a great deal of things apart from their results. 
Students have not given up or stopped trying and know this examination period isn't the end. 
 
Trial Exams also mark the start to that part of the year I find really exciting. Thursday this week we spent 
time with Years 9 and 10 to show them what classes look like in senior school. Next week we host Year 
10 Subject Selection Night. It is my hope, over these two events the students will have time to talk to 
staff and senior students about the subjects that are available and what study options they have. This 
excites me every year because students have the opportunity to pick their own path. In the weeks 
coming we also have Year 12 UAC Information Night and Parent Teacher Interviews and the Year 8 
Subject Selection Night on Monday 10 September. I look forward to talking with families over these 
weeks and discussing many new and interesting paths for our students. 
 
This week's quote is one I have used before, but it is on the door to one of the exams rooms at the 
moment and was also the start of many conversations. 
 
Quote of the week: 
 
"You have brains in your head. 
You have feet in your shoes. 
You can steer yourself  
any direction you choose.  
You're on your own.  
And you know what you know. 
And YOU are the one who'll decide where to go...." Dr Seuss  
 
Have a wonderful week. 
Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Years 10 and 12 have been invited by the Tamworth Regional Council to attend 
the Young Drivers’ Expo on Tuesday, 28 August. 
 
Information for Parents has been sent out via email and on the Skoolbag App on 7 August. 
Would you please complete the Permission Note and return to Mrs Casey direct 
or via the App.  Need to be back by next Monday, 20 August. 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
This week we started our Bush Kindy program. It is a new initiative we have introduced as part of our 
dedicated wellbeing focus. It was the most fantastic day. It exceeded all of our expectations, the 
children and the staff loved it. The Bush Kindy idea aligns itself beautifully to the Early Years Learning 
Framework through its strong emphasis on play-based learning. It helps children become more 
connected with their environment and contribute positively.  

Children develop a strong sense of wellbeing through challenge, risk management, risk taking, social 
connection and become confident and involved learners. Through first hand nature experiences they 
develop a positive disposition for learning through encouraging engagement, enjoyment, curiosity, 
cooperation, confidence, creativity, perseverance, problem solving and teamwork. They work together 
on challenges.  

 

 

 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts of Kindness 
Plato and Aristotle shared the importance of developing three wills: intellectual will – mind, emotional will – 
spirit & physical will – body.  
 
Studies have shown that:  
 
•  It is the frequency of position feelings, not their intensity, which builds students’ and our wellbeing 
 most effectively;  

 this effect is multiplied when it involves doing good for others to feel good (these actions are called 
acts of kindness). 

 
These show a willingness to reach out for social connectedness, a key skill of social-emotional resilience.  
 
The most important point for us to impress upon students is that:  
 

 acts of kindness don’t have to be big things, but rather; 
•  regular little positive actions which lift others and, consequently, their wellbeing also;  
•  this could be a smile, making an effort to say good morning, a wink and asking how they are 
 feeling.  
 
We all have millions of mirror neurons which copy the expressions and moods of those around us. We all 
could remember being around miserable negative people who pulled us down with them. Happiness and 
kindness are also contagious, lifting everyone’s spirits and wellbeing.  
 
An effective strategy to develop student’s self-awareness of giving and receiving acts of kindness is for 
them to:  
 

 write down in their planners/journals what they felt or what they did. 
  
This will also build their self-regulation to be on the lookout for opportunities to be kind.  
 
 

“The smallest act of kindness is worth more than the grandest intention.” Oscar Wilde. 
 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Curriculum News 
 

Book Week: 20-24 August 2018 
 

Find your treasure at the Scholastic Book Fair in the Primary Section of the Library, or the 
Collins Book Fair in the Secondary Section of the Library.  Please visit and purchase a book. It 
is a great way to support and encourage your child’s reading and it has the added bonus of 
helping the Library to acquire much-needed resources.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 31 August 2018 is the last day to enter books 
online for the Premier’s Reading Challenge. 
 
If your child is participating and you require a user name and 
password, please contact me via email or telephone, or visit 
me in the Library. 
 
If you are having problems entering your books, please let me know before this date so I can 
assist you.  Please note, I am entering Year 1 and Kindergarten students. 

Louise Broomfield  
Teacher Librarian 

lbroomfield@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
0265453131 
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Scone Films Present: 
 

OCEANS 8 M) on Friday, 24 August at 7.30pm at their pop up cinema, Senior Citizens’ Centre. 
 
Starring Sandra Bullock, Cate Blanchett & Anne Hathaway 
  
Danny Ocean's estranged sister Debbie, attempts to pull off the heist of the century at New York City's star-
studded annual Met Gala.  
 
Five years, eight months, 12 days and counting -- that's how long Debbie Ocean has been devising the biggest 
job of her life. She knows what it's going to take -- a team of the best people in the field, starting with her 
partner-in-crime Lou Miller. Together, they recruit a crew of specialists, including jeweler Amita, street con 
Constance, suburban mum Tammy, hacker Nine Ball, and fashion designer Rose.  
Their target -- a necklace that's worth more than $150 million. 
  
Entry $12 from our website; Hunt a Book Scone or at the door.   Running time 1hr,50m.  Doors open 7pm.   
  
Tea & coffee also available. 
  





Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 3 - Monday 23 July to Friday  
28 September 

 
Week 4 
Friday 17 August 
Homeless Sleep Over 
HRIS Primary Athletics - Div. 1 
Children's Book Week to 24 August 
Year 12 Trials finish 
Year 12 Geography Fieldwork 
 
Week 5 
Sunday 19 August 
HICES Music Festival to 22 August 
Monday 20 August 
Initial Kinder 2019 Orientation Visits commence 
Tuesday 21 August 
HRIS Primary Netball / Soccer Gala 
Wednesday 22 August 
Secondary 7's Rugby to Armidale 
Year 3 Camp to Lake Mac to 24 August 
Year 4 Camp to Galston Gorge to 24 August 
Duke of Ed Silver & Bronze to 24 August 
Initial Kinder 2019 Orientation Visits 
Year 6 Digi-Ed and 23 August 
Thursday 23 August 
Year 10 Ag - Ag Quip to Gunnedah 
Foundation Meeting 6.00pm – Bullock Library 
Friday 24 August 
Black Coal Cup - Golf 
Years 3 & 4 Camps Return 
Duke of Ed Silver & Bronze Return 
Children's Book Week – Final day 
Godolphin Stallion Parade - Senior Orchestra 
 
Week 6 
Sunday 26 August 
Year 11 Ski Camp Departs, returns 31 August 
Monday 27 August 
Initial Kinder 2019 Orientation Visits  
NESA School Readiness Test - Year 5 
Kinder Gymnastics 
Year 12 P/T Interviews & Information Night 
Tuesday 28 August 
Young Drivers' Expo Years 10 & 12 
Burn Bright Students' Leadership Day - Year 9 
Rowing Coaching Years 7 to 9 
Initial Kinder 2019 Orientation Visits 
Scavenger Hunt – Bounce Back Buddy Groups 
NESA School Readiness Test - Year 3 
Wednesday 29 August 
Calamity Jane Years 8,9,10 Drama 
Initial Kinder 2019 Orientation Visits 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 30 August 
NESA School Readiness Test - Year 9 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Friday 31 August 
NESA School Readiness Test - Year 7 
Year 11 Ski Camp Returns 
 
 
 

Canteen Roster   

 
Term 3 -  Monday 23 July to Friday  

28 September 
 

Week 4 
Friday 17 August 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day, Emma Ridley 
 
Week 5 
Monday 20 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 21 August 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 22 August 
Fiona Bailey, Pip Bishop 
Thursday 23 August 
Jenny Crackett, Bronwyn Redgate 
Friday 24 August 
Jenny Crackett, Kirralee Adams 
 
Week 6 
Monday 27 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 28 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 29 August 
Jenny Crackett, Amanda Paradice 
Thursday 30 August 
Fiona Bailey, Kate Shann 
Friday 31 August 
Fiona Bailey, Charlotte Parry-Okeden,  
Amelia Wilkinson 
 
Week 7 
Monday 3 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 4 September 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 5 September 
Fiona Bailey, Belinda Sowter 
Thursday 6 September 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart 
Friday 7 September 
Jenny Crackett, Georgie Ryan, Dordie Dawson 

  


