
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
We have certainly had a very positive start to the term with a flurry of 
activity and a strong focus on learning. I am confident this will 
continue as the term continues. 
 
Recently I have been involved in working through challenges in 
relationships at school. These situations are often complex and 
challenging, but important to spend time on resolving. When we live in 
a community, as we do in this school, these relationship challenges 
will always be present because we are all so different and we all need 
to work on our tolerance and ability to show respect to everyone. This 
doesn’t come naturally, especially in challenging times. The Bible often  
speaks of the qualities we need to work on to enable us to thrive in  
community. These are often great ‘donut’ passages and they are 
positives. The passage in Galatians that talks about the fruits of the 

spirit is a practical example. It says: ‘The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.’ These are 
tough to live by in community but worth striving for.  
 
I had the joy of watching a number of our Year 5 to Year 8 musicians perform as members of 
ensembles at the HRIS Cultural Festival this week. They all represented SGS well and appeared to 
thrive on the opportunity.  
 
We continue to pray for rain and for all those so badly affected by the drought. 
 
Paul Smart 
Principal 

 

A Service Opportunity - Operation Christmas Child  
 

Operation Christmas Child is a Samaritan’s 
Purse initiative that gives poverty stricken 
children around the world a gift.  Many of these 
children have never received a gift, so you can 
imagine their great joy when they open their 
box. 
 
You can visit the Samaritan’s Purse website and 
watch a video about how to pack a box and 
what happens next.  Most importantly it shows 
the sheer joy on the children’s faces when they 
receive their box. 

 
https://video.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child-overview-2017-full/  
 
If you would like to fill a box, you can complete the form on Skoolbag, or send a note in 
your child’s diary. 
 
Thank you for your kind donation, to such a worthy cause. 
Julie Jones 

https://video.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child-overview-2017-full/


From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2018 School Camp season has finally arrived and there are some excited students raring to board the 
bus and let the adventure begin. 
 
School Camps play an important role in a child’s educational journey. Some of the key benefits include: 
 

1. Social skills - Great opportunities exist to develop a w ide range of social skills that 
strengthen established relationships and develop new ones. Many camp activities planned involve 
team cooperation.  

 
2.  Independence skills - For some children a school camp may be their first time away from home 

where they have to remember to brush their teeth or finish the vegetables on their plate. Camp 
provides an opportunity for kids to take care of themselves by appreciating the importance of 
interaction and connections to the physical world. Most children rise to this challenge, they enjoy 
this new found independence and recognise the need to look after themselves, each other and 
their environment. 

 
3. Team building and development of leadership and decision-making skills - Camp leaders 

and teachers are active participants in all aspects of camp life, it would not be successful if this 
was not the case. However, children will often be expected to take on leadership roles and work 
together as a team to encourage positive decision making. 

 
 

4. Encouragement of physical fitness and active lifestyles - During camp, children w ill be 
exposed to a variety of experiences. These experiences are active and facilitate learning in a 
variety of forms, providing a greater awareness of skills and capabilities that may be new for many. 

 
5. Personal challenges - At camp, children w ill be exposed to a range of activities that they 

may not have tried before. Often when children are not under the direction of their parents or 
carers they will display a more adventurous spirit and will be willing to have a go at things that 
they may not have tried before. 

 
I look forward to hearing many camp stories over the coming weeks. I encourage you to talk to your 
children about all camps offer and maybe even cast your mind back to camps you attended when at 
school!! 
 

“If you are really thankful, what do you do? You Share.”   - W. Clement Stone 
 

Word of the Week – Comrade e.g. The soldiers visited their injured comrade in the hospital. 
ETYMOLOGY: Middle French 
MEANING: Person who shares in one's activities, occupation, etc.; companion, associate, or   friend. 
 
Congratulations to Alex Turner (5 Gold), Paige Baxter (4 Blue), Henry Orton (4 Gold), Hannah Glenn (6 
Blue) and Sean Ryan (4 Gold) who are all celebrating birthdays this week. I wish these students all the 
best as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 
 
 

Primary Playground Update - You may have noticed the Murraya hedge/maze is not 
looking that healthy! It has been burnt by the recent hard frosts however we have been 
assured by the playground designers the Murraya is still alive and will survive.  

 
 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 

I had a conversation with some Year 12 students yesterday about maintaining ‘perspective’ at this time of 
their lives. One of the key things about approaching exams, and any major event in one’s life, is 
remembering the BIG picture. Completing exams, or any significant challenge we face, can bring great 
relief and incredible joy. But while you are in the thick of it, it is important not to lose ‘perspective’. Focus 
on the task at hand, however, remember there is life after it! Being able to see things from a variety of 
perspectives is especially helpful in calming yourself and others during times of confusion or upset.  
 
During our weekly Well-Being lessons, we are teaching our students about having perspective; this is 
especially relevant for Year 12 at the moment! You can learn more about the character strength of 
perspective by clicking here.  
 
For Christians there is a blessed life to look forward to. I am encouraged by this Bible verse from 
Romans: "I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed to us".  
 
Always keep in sight the amazing hope that is to come when you live your life with Jesus as King. A new 
strength and perspective for now and the hope of a world renewed. It is so easy to get caught up in our 
own world with our particular challenges that confront us and forget about the bigger picture. So 
remember that God is in control. He has a sovereign plan that you are part of. Work hard with the bigger 
picture in mind!     
            
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Romans 8:18-31 
Give thanks for: God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way 
to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us; Gods hand upon Year 12 
as they sit Trial HSC Exams; Parent and teacher interviews  
Pray for: Primary Year groups as they prepare for camps; For families and students who are ill or 
struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s 
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

 
 

http://www.viacharacter.org/www/Character-Strengths/Perspective
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A18-31&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
It has been lovely to chat with many parents at this week's Parent Teacher Interviews. Unfortunately, it 
appeared that many of you couldn't make it and, while I know it has been a busy week, we had decided 
to try interviews early in the term to follow reports. Last year I asked for your thoughts on this change 
and by far the majority said this was the right timing; however, after two quiet nights in Secondary I am 
again asking for feedback. Please email me your thoughts - dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au. 
 
Last week was a very busy start to the term but it was delightful to see many new faces at the Secondary 
Experience Day and I look forward to welcoming them back again. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Hayley Cook for speaking to the parents at the Information Evening about why she likes Scone 
Grammar School; she was bright, bubbly, eloquent and very honest. Many people have stopped me to 
say ‘she gave me goosebumps’. Thank you, Hayley; you did a great job! 
 
This week has seen a History and English production called ‘Troubie’, as well as HRIS Athletics and a 
Rugby Gala Day. For the last two Fridays, Year 11 students and many staff have completed their First Aid 
Certificate with Mrs Brennan. All experiences have been educational as well as enjoyable. It has been 
pleasing to receive reports from the excursions of the exemplary behaviour of our students. 
 
Finally this week I would like to remind parents of the opportunity that exists in our Library three 
afternoons a week. Our Staff volunteer their time in After School Study on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays to help students with their work. This is an opportunity very rare in other day schools and is of 
great benefit to our students. Please encourage your students to make the most of this help as it is 
valuable to students of all abilities.  
 
Quote of the week  
"Without continual growth and progress, such words as improvement, achievement, and success have no 
meaning.” Benjamin Franklin  
 
Have a great week! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

mailto:dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 
Outdoor play is a highlight of the day for many of the children at TYC.  
 
At the moment the children are loving Ninja Warrior and we have encouraged them to include this in 
their play. At TYC we allow the children to follow their interests and we provide open ended materials 
for them to create their ideas. We encourage risk taking and we scaffold the children in their ability to 
assess risk in their own play. We understand it is vital for children to continually test the limits of their 
physical, intellectual and emotional capacities and allow children the freedom to take risks in their 
play, while balancing the need for children to be safe. This all helps to build resilient and resourceful 
children. 
 
As Cheryl Greenfield (2004) says, ‘Outdoor play provides open-ended, dynamic, varied opportunities 
which are unpredictable and at times risky. However, the risks and challenges of being outdoors 
provide rich opportunities for learning, problem-solving and developing social competence’.  
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gratitude & Feedback 
 
Learning how to give and receive feedback is an essential lifelong skill for students to develop: 
 

 students don’t know what they don’t know and developmental feedback enables them to consider 
other perspectives; 

 quality feedback builds social connectedness by others feeling they matter; 

 it also broadens and builds students’ engagement with others and themselves; 

 feedback, whether giving or receiving, forces them to slow down their thinking to be in the moment 
and think hard; 

 
Positive learning and teaching communities rely on feedback to build: 
 

 open, trusting and transparent communication lines; 

 which in turn strengthen the wellbeing of everyone; 

 a growth mindset to welcome it as positive encouragement rather than negative criticism. 
 
The purposes of feedback include: 
 

 listening to ideas and concerns to improve a situation; 

 suggesting alternative approaches and strategies; 

 monitoring attitudes, behaviours and performance; 

 giving frank feedback, both positive and negative; sometimes advice that we don’t want to hear. 
 
When having conversations, it is apparent when others aren’t listening with their eyes, their ears and their 
hearts: 
 

 is it that they are not interested or that they have never been taught how to mindfully listen? 

 empathetic and attentive listening needs to be role modelled and taught; 

 relationship building relies on it 
 

“A wise person hears one word and understands two.” Proverb 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Curriculum News 
 
Year 12 Maths News - MANSW HSC Mathematics Lectures 
 
Year 12 will soon be undertaking their Trial HSC exams. 
 
As part of their preparation for the Maths exams, 9 students travelled to Sydney in the recent school 
holidays to attend a series of lectures organised by the Mathematical Association of NSW which were 
presented over two days at the University of Technology (UTS). These lectures are an annual event and 
are given by very experienced teachers, many of whom are also HSC markers.  
 
Declan Thomas attended the Extension 1 “Beyond the Basics” lectures, and Brad Arnold-Crooks,  Anna 
Atkinson, Alexandra Cottle, Riley Deasy, Mikayla Hamson, Declan Hansia, Lara Jeffries, Declan Thomas, 
Allen Zhang and I attended either one or both days of the 2U Mathematics “Basics” and “Beyond the 
Basics” lectures.  
 
All students agree that the experience was very worthwhile, even though the days were completely “brain-
draining”! The 2U Mathematics lectures were given by Eddie Woo, who most people would know as the 
recipient of the 2018 Australia Day Local Hero Award. We all felt quite inspired; his ability to really engage 
the students is amazing.   
 
I would like to congratulate the students for making such a great effort to attend the lectures and for the 
mature way in which they conducted themselves. I sincerely hope their efforts will be justly rewarded in 
the Trial and HSC exams. I would also like to thank the parents who gave up their time to organise the 
tickets and accommodation and accompany the students to Sydney.   
 
Sally Sim 



Curriculum News—Book Week 
 

CBCA Book Week 18 to 24  August 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

There is more treasure in books that all the pirate’s loot on Treasure Island 
 

Walt Disney 
What treasures might we find in the books we read? 

 
Every year the Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) awards prizes to the creators of 
quality literature in Australia.  The CBCA announce the winners of these prestigious prizes 
during Children’s Book Week, 18 -24 August 2018. The short list for these awards can be found 
by following the hyperlink. 
 
The theme this year is ‘Find Your Treasure.’ There are a 
multitude of books that feature treasure, but we also may 
consider this theme in terms of the wealth of vicarious 
experience with which books provide us, the treasured wisdom 

we may gain in their pages, the 
laughter and joy they may bring. 
 
To celebrate the wonderful world of 
children’s literature, this year we plan 

to hold a Scavenger Hunt instead of 
a Book Parade. It will be held on 
Tuesday, 21 August, 2018 with Bounce 
Back Buddy Groups. 
 
To coincide with Book Week, a 

Scholastic Book Fair will be held in 
the Primary section of the Library, and 

a Collins Book Fair in the Secondary section of the Library.   
 
Students will have the opportunity to purchase books and other items.  Not only is a Book Fair a 
great way to support and encourage your child’s reading, it has the added bonus of helping the 
Library to acquire much-needed resources.  So please come and visit us during Book Week and 
find your treasure.  
  
Louise Broomfield  
Teacher Librarian 

https://cbca.org.au/short-list-2018
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/mar/25/top-10-treasure-hunts-fiction-edgar-allan-poe-enid-blyton


‘Our Service Trip to Vanuatu’ by Hannah Gatwood 
 
From July 14 to 21, a group of students from all over NSW set out to Vanuatu for an adventure of a 
lifetime.  
 
Our week began with a midnight bus ride to Sydney airport where we met Grace. Then we caught a 
plane to Brisbane to meet the crew from Nambucca, where finally, it was a smooth flight to Port Vila, 
Vanuatu where we were greeted by our camp leader Charlotte. Once we arrived at our campsite in a 
beautiful village called Pango we were greeted by the other campers who were finishing up their week in 
Vanuatu. We were also happily greeted by 2 dogs called Pam and Nino, as well as a very cute pack of 
around 6-week-old puppies which was a pleasant surprise.  
 
Whilst in Vanuatu we visited 3 schools where we did a large presentation in front of all of the kids and 
then we were able to visit the classroom and hang out with the kids individually. Visiting the schools was 
such an amazing experience for all of us and really helped us to realise how fortunate we are to have 
the opportunity to attend such an amazing school. Whilst at the schools we also were able to donate 
school supplies such as sporting equipment, pens and pencils, calculators, games like Uno and each 
child received a rainbow bracelet they made with each colour representing an aspect of God’s teachings.  
 
Whilst in Vanuatu we also visited a local children's hospital where we were able to give the children the 
bracelets and pray with them. When going to the hospital it was definitely the hardest and most eye -
opening experience, but it was worth it to see the smiles on the kids' faces when they received a 
bracelet that can remind them that God is always with them and looking over them.  
 
As well as mission work the group was able to do some site seeing activities such as visiting magical 
waterfalls, snorkelling over beautiful coral reefs and visiting the local markets of Port Vila. During our 
free time, we would do bible studies as a group, we were studying the book of James which we would 
then practice putting into our everyday lives.  
 
Going on this experience has really changed my life for the better, it has changed my perspective on not 
only in gratitude and thankfulness, but my spirituality and my forgiveness have grown massively.  
 
I'd just like to say a huge thank you to Jen Price and Mel Atkinson for coming on this amazing journey 
with us and a massive thank you to Mr. Price and Mr. Smart for making this all possible.  
 
What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don't show it by your actions - 
James 2:14 
 
Hannah Gatwood and the V18 Team 
 



       Happy Snaps from Vanuatu—July 2018 



Grammar Grind News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Grammar Grind is now using a new point of sale ordering system utilising some older School iPads, 
docket printers and the Mobi POS App.  
 
Students are using this system to gain further insight and valuable experience with relevant technology 
associated within the Hospitality Industry. We have been very fortunate that Mr Luke Gallagher has 
dedicated a massive amount of his time, organising, sourcing, troubleshooting and training students with 
use of the software. Huge thanks to Luke for all his efforts with introducing another new development to 
our Café.  
 
Grammar Grind is operating from 8 a.m. until 9.30 a.m. every Monday morning, selling coffees/teas/hot 
chocolates and milkshakes, as well as a selection of breakfast food items. Please come in and find a 
sunny position on the deck and enjoy a warm drink of choice before you start your busy week!  
 

Tania Lambley 

 



Sports News 

Australian Archery Champion – Alyssa Mollema 
 
From July 10 to 13, Alyssa competed in New 
Caledonia in the World Archery Oceania Games, 
competing against 8 different countries and over 
90 competitors. 
 
Alyssa’s first event was the 1440 Round. Alyssa 
had to shoot 144 arrows spread evenly between 4 
distances; 50m, 40m, 30m, and 20m. She placed 
3rd, receiving a bronze medal for this event.  
 
Next was the Ranking Round. Here Alyssa had to 
shoot 72 arrows at 40m to rank her final score 
against her other competitors for the Match Play 
the next day. She skilfully ranked 2nd and was in 
the Gold medal match. Only missing by 2 points in 
a 15 arrow shot off Alyssa took away 2nd place 
with a silver medal. 
 
Later in the holidays Alyssa continued to compete, 
this time back in Australia at the Archery New 
South Wales and Archery Australia Indoor 
Championships. For these Championships she shot 
18m indoors. After a long day of shooting over 
120 competitive arrows, Alyssa placed 1st in New 
South Wales by 78 points and 1st in Australia by 
12 points.  
 
What an incredible experience and an even more 
incredible result over the 3 tournaments! A huge 
congratulations to you Alyssa! 
 
Miss Day 
 

School Photos 

The following special photos can now be viewed online at www.theschoolphotographer.com.au or in 
the School Library: 
 
  Ledger House Captains   Jones House Captains 
  Pulling House Captains   Primary & Secondary Captains 
  Primary Monitors    Primary Captains 
  Chapel Prefects    Primary Captains & Vice Captains 
  Secondary Captains   SRC 
  Year 12 Fun    Whole School 
 
Ordering: Online Code: 18S584VT36SG or you can pick up an envelope from the Library. 
 
Photo pricing: $16 each, 2 for $30, 3 for $42, 4 for 52 or 5 for $60 

Any additional photographs are $10 each.  This discount is only available per family 
order.  Payment can be ONLINE by Credit card (no envelope required) or cash/money 
order in the envelope 
 

All orders need to be made by the 15 August 2018 please. 

http://www.theschoolphotographer.com.au


After School Academic Programme—Term 3 



After School Academic Programme—Term 3 



 

 

Looking to improve your soccer skills? 

Through Scone Grammar School, semi-professional soccer player Masi Mobin, is interested in running 
soccer skills clinics commencing Monday 13 August 2018. 

Venue: Bill Rose Complex  
When: Every Monday and Wednesday at 3:30pm – 4:50pm beginners  

Seniors 5:00pm- 6:20pm 
Ages: 4+ 

Cost:  $160 per month  
Expression of Interest due by Monday 6 Aug 2018 to Masi on masih.mobin@gmail.com  

 





Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 3 - Monday 23 July to Friday 
28 September 

 
 

Week 2(B) 
Thursday 2 August 
HICES Debating Preliminary Final 
Year 6 Local Council Visit 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Rugby 7s at HVGS 
Friday 3 August 
All Schools' Touch Football to Sunday 5 August 
First Aid - Year 11 & Staff 
"Troubie" Stage 5 History/English, MPR 
Primary & Secondary Netball Schools’ Cup,  
Singleton 
Saturday 4 August – Sunday 5 August 
All Schools’ Touch Football 
 
Week 3(A) 
Monday 6 August 
Year 5 Camp to Milson’s Island  

returning Friday, 10 August 
Kinder Gymnastics 
Tuesday 7 August 
Wednesday 8 August 
Year 12 Trials to 17 August 
Primary Rugby League State Finals 
Thursday 9 August 
Anglican Schools' Australia Conference 
Year 12 Trials to 17 August 
Friday 10 August 
Anglican Schools' Australia Conference 
Year 12 Trials to 17 August 
Year 5 Camp to Milson’s Island - return 
Sunday 12 August 
Year 6 depart for Canberra to Thursday  
16 August 
 
Week 4(B) 
Monday 13 August 
Heads’ of Sport Conference 
Year 12 Trials to 17 August 
Kinder Gymnastics 
Tuesday 14 August 
Wednesday 15 August 
HRIS Second Basket Ball Gala 
Thursday 16 August 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Friday 17 August 
Homeless Sleep Over 
HRIS Primary Athletics  Div. 1 
Children's Book Week to 21 August 

Canteen Roster    

 

Term 3 Monday 23 July to Friday  
28 September 

 
 
Week 2(B) 
Friday 3 August 
Fiona Bailey, Diana Gillett, Emma Sharpe 
 
Week 3(A) 
Monday 6 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 7 August 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 8 August 
Fiona Bailey, Belinda Sowter 
Thursday 9 August 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Friday 10 August 
Jenny Crackett, Emma Ridley, Amelia  
Wilkinson 
 
Week 4(B) 
Monday 13 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 14 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 15 August 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 16 August 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day 
Friday 17 August 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day, Tracey Stewart 
 
Week 5(A) 
Monday 20 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 21 August 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 22 August 
Fiona Bailey, Pip Bishop 
Thursday 23 August 
Jenny Crackett, Bronwyn Redgate 
Friday 24 August 
Jenny Crackett, Kirralee Adams 


