
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
The HICES Music Festival was again a huge success. Our students 
gained an enormous amount from the Camp and the Concert. It was 
a great honour and a credit for Emily Turner to be chosen as the 
Principal Violinist and feature as a solo performance at the Combined 
Schools’ Orchestra Concert held at the Sydney Town Hall last night. 
This is an outstanding achievement from a very capable musician. 
 
Max Patterson will be away next week representing CIS in the 
Primary Rugby Championships; Max is playing halfback which is a 
vital role. We certainly wish him all the best! 
 
It was a pleasure to take the Secondary Rugby Boys and Girls away 
to the Armidale 7s on Wednesday. All 4 teams performed well with 
the 17’s Boys competing hard in their games, although they were 
beaten in all three. Both the Girls’ sides made the final, only to be 

beaten and the Under 13s Boys went through undefeated, wining the Final 15 – 10 against Farrer. 
Not only was the Rugby excellent, the students represented SGS well all day. 
 
Year 3 and 4 are away on Camp at Lake Mac and Galston Gorge respectively. They are having a 
wonderful time and will return on Friday evening. Year 11 depart for Ski Camp in the early hours 
of Sunday morning and they are heading into one of the best snow seasons on record. We wish 
them a safe and fun time. 
 
As we consider what support and help we can be to those in need because of the drought, we are 
often stopped short because it is hard to know what best to do or offer. We certainly have plenty 
of goods that have been donated by our school families that will be distributed in our local area. 
We are also able to open up our change room facilities to families short of water. Hopefully some 
of these small ways will be helpful to our school families in need. If you are aware of any family 
that need more particular support, please make contact with me so we can help in a more 
significant way. 
 
Please continue to pray for that much needed rain!  
 

Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 
 

 

Important SGS Community Events - Dates to Remember 
 
Tuesday 4 September - HSC 2018 Showcase Evening, 5pm 

Wednesday 19 September - HSC 2018 Drama Night,  

Friday 19 October - Creative Arts Show, 3.00pm to 7.00pm 

Thursday 15 November - Homegrown Handmade Markets, 

         3.00pm to 8.00pm 



**Everyone is invited to attend this spe-
cial celebration of our Year 12 HSC  

Creative Arts students** 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Book Week is upon us and what a wonderful way to celebrate all that is great about 
literature. The library is currently displaying a wonderful book fair with students having the opportunity to 
make a purchase, allowing them to go home and become totally absorbed in a novel. Next week, our 
Primary students will be taking part in a literature scavenger hunt as part of our book week celebrations. 
It will be conducted in our Bounce Back Buddy groups, allowing interaction right across K-6. 
 
As we celebrate 'Book Week' this week, many of us will be able to recall the enjoyment of shared 
reading; whether it was being read to, reading to a younger sibling or just sharing reading with our 
parents.  
 
But why is it so important for us to keep reading with our children for as long as possible? 
When we read aloud to children it is also beneficial for their cognitive development, with parent-child 
reading activating brain areas related to narrative comprehension and mental imagery. While most of the 
research in this area focuses on young children, this does not mean that these benefits somehow 
disappear as children age. 
 
As young people’s attitudes towards reading reflect their experiences of reading at home and at school in 
childhood and beyond, providing an enjoyable shared reading experience at home can help to turn our 
children into life-long readers. 
 
I’m a big fan of the bedtime reading routine. A quiet, safe place to snuggle in and share words, sentences 
and adventures. A chance to ask questions and predict what might happen next. This also often leads to 
some beautiful conversations (even if it is an attempt to prolong having to go to sleep!) 
 
Growing up, I loved reading. Books by Roald Dahl and Paul Jennings were my absolute favourites. So this 
week I encourage you to get out your favourite book from childhood and share it with your children. 
 

 
“Kindness, like a boomerang always returns.” - Unknown 

 
 
 
Word of the Week – adore e.g. My mother loves to adore me in public even though I find it 
embarrassing 
ETYMOLOGY: Late Middle English 

MEANING: to idolise or worship something, or to love it very much 
 
Congratulations to Mitchell Baker (5 Gold) who is celebrating his birthday this week. I wish him all the 
best as he enjoys his special day and shares the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While visiting Year 3 camp this week, I overheard a conversation between some students and their camp 
leader. These students were involved in a team challenge, where they were provided with difficult 
obstacle courses and situations where they needed to think and work together in solving logistical 
problems. During one of the challenges, the leader asked our students whether they would like to quit 
and start another challenge. It was inspiring to listen to them explain to the leader why they ‘could not 
quit’. Another said ‘we like doing hard things, it makes us feel good when we finish’, while 
another quipped ‘we don’t give up just because it’s hard’.  
 
I was inspired because it is some evidence that the Grammar Minds skills, which are about building 
learning power, students are learning here at Scone Grammar School, such as resilience, reflectiveness, 
resourcefulness and reciprocity are being absorbed and applied to situations outside of the traditional 
classroom.  
 
This, I think, is evidence that the process of the development of the person is underway! So much of the 
way students are developing has to do with having a growth mindset, which says ‘I will apply effort to my 
development because I can learn anything’ as opposed to a fixed mindset, which says ‘I’m either good or 
bad at something and that’s that!’ 

 
I thank God that He has created us to be capable of growth. If God had given us fixed abilities then it 
would actually take away opportunities to praise Him for his transforming wisdom and power, 
demonstrated in the way in which we can grow and develop as we stay connected to Him, through Jesus. 
Christians thank God for the gift of God’s Holy Spirit to promote growth in us. Give thanks! 
  
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Romans 12:2  
Give thanks for: God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way 
to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us; Positive camp experiences 
for Year 3 and 4 this week; our P-12 camp and extracurricular activities at SGS  
Pray for: For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment: Year 4 and Year 11 students; 
For Year 11 as they enjoy their ski camp this coming week; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+12%3A2&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
Firstly this week, a huge congratulations to the students and Mr and Mrs Brennan for participating in the 
Homeless Sleepout on Friday night and surviving! A special mention to the boys who had participated in 
the Sleepout last year and turned up again this year. Great leadership from our Year 12s.  
 
We have been doing a great deal of work on our Grammar Minds dispositions and Empathy was on 
display all over the school on Friday, especially the pyjamas and gold coin donations for the Homeless 
Sleepout and the bags and bags of groceries that came in for our farmers. The donations, letters and 
kind messages will go a long way to putting a smile on the face of people who are struggling at the 
minute. 
 
The Year 12 Industrial Technology students completed their major works at the end of last week. There 
are some absolutely magnificent pieces of furniture this year and I think all of them should be proud of 
the work they have done. The HSC Visual Arts class have almost finished their major works and the HSC 
Drama class are putting the final touches on their performances. I would like to encourage everyone to 
attend the HSC Showcase Evening on September 4 to see the Art and Industrial Technology work. 
 
All of the Drama classes have been working hard for Drama Night on September 19, and there are some 
incredible performances coming our way. 
 
We continue to have some busy weeks ahead so, as I told Year 12 today, head down, eyes open and 
enjoy it! 
 
Quotes of the week: 
 
"When you show deep empathy toward others, their defensive energy goes down, and 
positive energy replaces it. That's when you can get more creative in solving problems." 
   -Stephen Covey 
 
"I think we all have empathy. We may not have enough courage to display it." - Maya Angelou 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

National Children's Book Week is a week of celebration during the month of August focused on 
children's books and reading. Our Book Week activities at TYC will remind our young children about 
the fun and importance of books and reading.  
 
We are visiting Scone Library, dressing up in book character costumes and sharing in the Scone Public 
School Book Week Parade. Our aim this week is to share lots of great literature with the children and 
really spark their interest in some amazing books. 
 

 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art of Procrastination 
Home Challenge: A skill of social-emotional resilience is having empathy for others’ needs and feelings. 
Describe a time you have done this and how you could do it more often.  
 
Procrastination, or putting things off, has the capacity to adversely impact on all areas of students’ lives 
(and ours) should it be ignored or remain unchecked. It is important for students to learn that once they 
have deliberated on something, that they are decisive and act. To avoid putting things off, they need to be 
introduced to positive coping strategies to do so and encouraged to use their top strengths to achieve this.  
 
Procrastination can be caused by many issues including:  
 

 Perfection – wanting to produce the “perfect” project being obsessed with detail; 
 

 Organisation – wanting to be totally prepared and as a result not getting started or lacking the 
necessary learning and research skills to perform the task; 

 

 Self-doubts – lacking the self-confidence to tackle the task at hand; 
 

 Prioritising – being unable to prioritise their activities to get the things done that they have to do; 
 
•  Skipping – going from one task to another without finishing them.  
 
Whatever the cause for putting things off may be:  
 

 recognising it and addressing it immediately is a must; 
 

 it will not go away by ignoring it; 
  
•  introducing students to confident help seeking approaches will overcome procrastination. 
 

“Procrastination is the art of keeping up with yesterday.” Saying 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Curriculum News 
 
Homeless Sleepout 2018 
 
On Friday night, 17 August, a band of community minded young people from our school slept out 
overnight to raise money to support those who are in need in our local area.  
 
Over the past two years SGS has raised funding to support the Mission Australia Winter Sleepout, however, 
with Scone Council’s encouragement, we have chosen to raise money for the Upper Hunter Homeless 
Support.  
 
Students from our Senior CAFS classes attended an excursion to Scone Council where we were spoken to 
by a lady representing the Upper Hunter Homeless Support group. She gave us a lot of information about 
those who are struggling for all sorts of reasons in our district and discussed a number of ways in which 
we could help them. All the schools in our local area were encouraged to work together to support this 
worthy cause. 
 
The SRC ran an Out of Uniform Day on Friday to raise funds and students who attended the Sleepout were 
charged $15 each, as their way of contributing funds to the cause. Students from Years Nine to Twelve 
were able to attend. The students who braved the overnight temperature of zero degrees were: Tristan 
Taylor, Alexandra Cottle, Liam Wallace, Jeremy Mason, Courtney Brown, Tegan Ferries, Sarah Dart, Erin 
Nichols, Charlotte Heaton, Alyssa Mollema, Julia Wisniewski and Holly McDonald. In total we raised over 
$600 for the Upper Hunter Homeless Charity. 
 
I would like to thank those staff members who supported us by making a variety of beautiful soups for our 
soup kitchen and my carrot cake seem to be demolished in record time!  
 
A big thank you to our students as they were a pleasure to spend the night with and their humour and 
caring nature to support others who are not coping as well as themselves was enlightening.  
 
Chris and Tom Brennan 
 
 



Library News 

 
Book Fair - 20 to 28 August 2018 
 
We have decided to extend the Book Fair until Tuesday, 28 August.  
This will allow students in Years 3 and 4, who may not have had a 
chance to visit the Book Fair, the opportunity to purchase a book. It is 
a great way to support and encourage your child’s reading, and it has 
the added bonus of helping the Library to acquire much-needed 
resources.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 31  August 2018 is the last day to enter books online for the Premier ’s Reading 
Challenge. If your child is participating and you require a user name and password, please contact me 
via email or telephone, or visit me in the Library. If you are having problems entering your books, please 
let me know before this date so I can assist you.  Please note, I am entering Year 1 and Kindergarten 
students. 
 
Louise Broomfield  
Teacher Librarian 
lbroomfield@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
0265453131 

Year 3 Gold Fruit Stall -  Fresh Fruit Friday 
Year Three Gold will be having a Fresh Fruit Friday on 31 August. 
 
We will be selling fruit kebabs, fruit juices and lemon butter made from the lemons in Monet’s Gar-
den. 

We are focusing on recycling and reducing waste. If you bring your own cup the cost of fruit juice is 
50c.  

You can purchase a biodegradeable cup for 15c.  

We have been sponsored by Woolworths and Coles and money raised will go to Homeless People.  

Come and visit us on the deck on Friday 31 August! 

mailto:lbroomfield@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Year 8 STEM Excursion 
 
On Friday last week, 24 Year 8 students attended a STEM Activities Day at Lakes Anglican Grammar 
School.  

Activities included designing, making and flying a balsawood plane; programming Lego robots; 
constructing and firing a catapult; designing, constructing and shooting an air-powered rocket;  making 
and baking a cake; designing a protective helmet for an egg;  making a light weight chair and a wind 
turbine.  

We competed against 5 other schools and finished in 3rd place. A great day was had by all! 

Mr Tim Edwards 

 

 



Sports News 
U13 Girls 7’s Rugby -  

The girls played some great 7’s rugby yesterday at the Secondary Schools 7’s Rugby Union Tournament 
at UNE, Armidale with wins against Calrossy 25 – 5 & Duval 20 – 5 and a loss to Warialda 0- 15 in the 
pool games.  
 
The girls came together well in the 7’s format spinning the ball wide for some great runaway tries and 
Georgie showing Duval we will not back down. The team made it into the final against Warialda & 
worked hard at the tackle contest to really put it to the Warialda girls before going down 25 - 5.  This 
score is not a reflection on the game with all the girls lifting the aggression to take it to the Warialda 
team. Special mention to Georgina Pratley who played her first games of rugby yesterday and show 
some serious skill. 
 
It is brilliant to see how far the girls have improved in the last 6 months and a pleasure to see them 
enjoying their rugby.   
 
Congratulations to all the girls on their skill, competitiveness & sportsmanship throughout the day. 
 
Michelle Edwards 
 
 
U13 Boys 7’s Rugby -  
 
The U13 boys had a cracking day, remaining undefeated. They won their 3 Pool games, semi final berth 
and were eventual winners in the Grand Final successfully beating Farrer 15 - 10. Congratulations to all 
the boys on a great day of rugby! We look forward to competing at the State Championships later in the 
term. 
 
Darren Crowther 

 
 

 

 
 
Back L - R: Sarah Campbell, Sophia 
Bell, Georgina Pratley, Ally Taylor 
Middle: Georgie McRae, Emme 
Mitchell, Bridie Crowe, Bridget Burnett 
Front: Caryss Parry, Eliza Bull 

Back L - R:  Darren Crow ther, Hamish 
White,  Josh Crowther, Charlie Richardson, 
Reagan Holstein, Braedon Hails, James 
Haydon Wicks 
Front: Jim Watson, Angus Stanford, 
Corey Brown 



Sports News 
U17 Girls 7’s Rugby -  

A squad of 11 girls travelled to UNE at Armidale on Wednesday 21st to compete in the Annual North 
West Rugby 7’s Tournament. They were Aurora Manwarring, Caity Porter, Laura Sadler, Jazz Orton from 
Scone Grammar and Hannah Turkington, Kaitlyn Vincent, Jorja Edwards, Eden Kenah, Jemma Grady, 
Darcie Gask and Larnie Gask from St Joseph’s Aberdeen.  
 
The first game against Duval High School saw Laura cross for 3 tries and Caity for 1 for a comfortable 26
-14 win. 
 
Laura scored another 3 tries against O’Connor Catholic High School with Jazz and Larnie scoring one 
each. Larnie made 2 big runs from deep inside our half to score her try and nearly scoring another. Final 
score 31-0. 
 
The next game was against Calrossy who were a very good team. Laura and Caity scored a try each and 
we went down 10-20 with Calrossy scoring on the final bell for the winner. 
 
Against Warialda, Laura continued with her scoring crossing for 2 tries and Aurora sneaking down the 
blind side for 1 as well. Kaitlyn played well and was given some tips on hair styling by one of the 
Warialda girls which Hannah didn’t agree with. Final score 15-0.  
 
With that win we were in the play off for first place against Calrossy who again played very capable 
rugby to beat us 7 tries to one with Kaitlyn scoring her first try for the year. 
 
Hannah competed well all day kicking 4 conversions, with Caity and Aurora adding a couple as well. 
Eden was strong in the middle, Jorja played hard all day, when I could find Darcie, she had a real go as 
did Gemma. 

Tim Edwards 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Scone Films Present: OCEANS 8  (M) 
Friday, 24 August at 7.30pm at their 
pop up cinema, Senior Citizens’ 
Centre. 
 
Starring - Sandra Bullock, Cate Blanchett 
& Anne Hathaway 
  
Danny Ocean's estranged sister Debbie, 
attempts to pull off the heist of the 
century at New York City's star-studded 
annual Met Gala. Five years, eight 
months, 12 days and counting -- that's 
how long Debbie Ocean has been 
devising the biggest job of her life. She 
knows what it's going to take -- a team 
of the best people in the field, starting 
with her partner-in-crime Lou Miller. 
Together, they recruit a crew of 
specialists, including jeweler Amita, street 
con Constance, suburban mum Tammy, 
hacker Nine Ball, and fashion designer 
Rose.  
 
Their target -- a necklace that's worth 
more than $150 million. 
  
Entry $12 from our website; Hunt a Book 
Scone or at the door.   Running time 
1hr,50m.  Doors open 7pm.   
  
Tea & coffee also available. 





Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 3 Monday 23 July to  
Friday 28 September 

 
Week 5A 
Thursday 23 August 
Foundation Meeting 6.00pm – Bullock Library 
(date changed to Thursday, 30 August) 
Friday 24 August 
Black Coal Cup - Golf 
Years 3 & 4 Campers Return 
Duke of Ed Silver Return 
Children's Book Week – Final day 
Godolphin Stallion Parade - Senior Orchestra 
 
Week 6B 
Sunday 26 August 
Year 11 Ski Camp depart, return 31 August 
Monday 27 August 
Initial Kinder 2019 Orientation Visits  
NESA School Readiness Test - Year 5 
Kinder Gymnastics 
Year 12 P/T Interviews & Information Night 
Tuesday 28 August 
Young Drivers' Expo Years 10 & 12 
Burn Bright Students' Leadership Day - Year 9 
Rowing Coaching Years 7 to 9 
Initial Kinder 2019 Orientation Visits 
Scavenger Hunt – Bounce Back Buddy Groups 
NESA School Readiness Test - Year 3 
Wednesday 29 August 
Calamity Jane Years 8,9,10 Drama 
Initial Kinder 2019 Orientation Visits 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 30 August 
NESA School Readiness Test - Year 9 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Foundation Meeting 6.00pm in Bullock Library 
Friday 31 August 
NESA School Readiness Test - Year 7 
Year 11 Ski Camp Returns 
Drama Assessments Yrs 8,9,10,12 (St Luke’s Hall) 
 
Week 7A 
Monday 3 September 
Kinder Gymnastics 
Tuesday 4 September 
HSC Showcase Evening 
Wednesday 5 September 
Rugby 7's Under 10s Comps @ HVGS 
Digby Rayward Shield Under 12s 
Thursday 6 September 
Kindergarten 2019 Orientation Morning 
Meet the Music – Elective Music students 
Secretaries' Day 
Friday 7 September 
SGS Challenge -Rugby & Netball 
Saturday 8 September 
SGS Rowing - Newcastle University Regatta 

Canteen Roster   

 
Term 3 Monday 23 July to  

Friday 28 September 
 

Week 5A 
Friday 24 August 
Jenny Crackett, Kirralee Adams 
 
Week 6B 
Monday 27 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 28 August 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 29 August 
Jenny Crackett, Amanda Paradice 
Thursday 30 August 
Fiona Bailey, Kate Shann 
Friday 31 August 
Fiona Bailey, Charlotte Parry-Okeden,  
Amelia Wilkinson 
 
Week 7A 
Monday 3 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 4 September 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 5 September 
Fiona Bailey, Belinda Sowter 
Thursday 6 September 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart 
Friday 7 September 
Jenny Crackett, Georgie Ryan, Dordie Dawson 
 
Week 8B 
Monday 10 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 11 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 12 September 
Jenny Crackett, Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 13 September 
Fiona Bailey, Lyn Sinclair 
Friday 14 September 
Fiona Bailey, Emma Ridley, Sarah Stanford 

  


