
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
The reports from all Camps have been very positive. It is delightful to 
ask the students about the experience and have replies like, ‘It was 
awesome!’ and ‘We had so much fun!’ We still have the Years 2, 1 
and Kinder to finish the Camping run. 
 
Further to the School’s offer of the use of the shower facilities, we 
also have a washing machine that families could use if needed. 
Please make contact through Student Services to take up these 
offers, if they are helpful. 
 
HSC Showcase Evening 
Please consider coming to see the HSC works completed by the Year 
12 students. This is always a worthwhile evening and offers an 
insight into the time and effort students give to their individual 
works. Coming and supporting them on the evening is greatly 
appreciated.  

 
Year 12 are nearing the end of their schooling with only 4 weeks left of formal school. Please pray 
for them that they can remain focused, study and enjoy the final weeks. 
 
Tamworth Young Drivers’ Expo 
On Tuesday, a group of Year 10 and 12 students attended the annual Young Drivers’ Expo in 
Tamworth. This is an extremely valuable day that aims to help all young drivers stay safe in motor 
vehicles and make good decisions as drivers. Year 10 reported that ‘it should be compulsory for 
everyone next year’ because they valued the learning so much. 
 
Please continue to pray for that much-needed rain!  
 

Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 

Important SGS Community Events - Dates to Remember 
 

TERM 3 
 

Tuesday 4 September - HSC Showcase Evening, 5pm 

Monday 17 September - Year 8 Movie Competition, 6pm 

Wednesday 19 September - HSC Drama Night, 6pm 

 

TERM 4 
 

Friday 19 October - SGS Creative Arts Show, 3pm to 7pm 

Thursday 15 November - Homegrown Handmade Markets,  

3pm to 8pm 





From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the past two weeks I have had the privilege to meet with the parents of our Kindergarten 2019 
cohort. It was an extensive process, but completely worthwhile, given our 2019 Kindy numbers are very 
healthy. It was wonderful to gauge the excitement that emanated from the parents, knowing their little 
ones are about to commence a big, bright new chapter in their lives. 
 
It was also an opportunity for our incoming Kindergarten students to spend time with our Kindergarten 
teachers, chatting, drawing, building, and creating. I was amazed at how many of these children already 
had a sense of ownership of ‘their’ new school.   
 
I would like to extend my thanks to Miss Ellie Price as she concludes her six-week practicum with Year 3 
Blue. I know that the students have thoroughly enjoyed having Miss Price in the room and appreciate the 
care and dedication she has given. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to wish Mrs Wendy Hunt all the best as she commences her 
maternity leave next week. We all look forward to hearing her news about the impending arrival soon. 
 
 

“When given the choice between being right and being kind, choose 
kind.”   
            - Dr Wayne W Dyer 
 
 

 
Word of the Week – miracle e.g. The bridge is a miracle of engineering. 
ETYMOLOGY: middle English 
MEANING: an extremely outstanding or unusual event, thing, or accomplishment 
 
 
Congratulations to Alexandra Love (4 Gold), Lachlan Peasley (6 Gold), Paddy Brayshaw (1 Blue), Holly 
Elliott (2 Blue), Austin Hill (5 Gold), Nick Gallagher (6 Gold) and Ashton Coe (2 Blue) who are celebrating 
their birthdays this week. I wish them all the best as they enjoy their special day and share the time with 
family and friends. 

 
 

Year 5 Buddies connecting with The Yellow Cottage children this 
week - part of our Buddy Mentoring Programme.  



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
This week Year 9 students from Scone Grammar School attended the 2018 Burn Bright IMPACT 
Leadership Training Day. This was held at the St Luke ’s Hall. This leadership development 
programme was a joint venture between the schools of the Upper Hunter and Where There’s A Will 
Foundation. The Burn Bright IMPACT Leadership Training Day enables our young people to build a strong 
sense of character and values, become aware of the decisions they are making and develop a strong self-
efficacy to become more resilient. The programme unlocks the idea that leadership is influence and we all 
influence daily. Students were posed the question ‘How are we using that influence?’ IMPACT Leadership 
aims to encourage students to think more broadly about their foundations and the impact their leadership 
has on others.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scone Grammar School was a keen participant in this prgramme as we believe in providing opportunities 
for our students to develop and apply their leadership skills. Learning how to lead and serve is a key 
component in our strengths based approach to the building up of our young people.  
 
The students who attended this day are to be commended for their commitment to the ideals of the 
program and the level of enthusiasm they displayed.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Colossians 3:23 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us.  
Pray for: New students starting at SGS this term; Year 11 as they enjoy their ski camp this week; Gods 
continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For families and students who are ill or struggling at the 
moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
There have been some great events for our students since Thursday last week.  
 
Year 11 have enjoyed a week in the snow, some of whom have learned to ski and snowboard for the first 
time, while others have improved their skills. Year 10 Agriculture have been to AgQuip, where I believe 
there was some 'pretty cool' technology to investigate. Drama students have been to Sydney to see 
‘Calamity Jane’ at the Belvoir St Theatre. This excursion was full of laughs, with some students even 
managing to sit on the stage. 
 
Mr Smart and I took a group of Year 10 and Year 12 students to Tamworth on Tuesday for the Young 
Drivers’ Expo. This is an incredible opportunity for our students to learn about staying safe on the roads 
including practical tips about where to pull up to change a flat tyre; a lesson on blind spots in trucks and 
some very real and heart-wrenching examples of what happens during and after a serious accident. The 
day is presented by police, together with fire and ambulance officers with real cars and true examples. I 
have long believed this to be one of the most valuable excursions we do every year but when a student 
said to me on the way home, "Thanks so much for taking us, Mrs Hollis; it was awful in a good way. Why 
don't you make everyone go?" I knew we were right about this excursion and trust the students will pass 
on the lessons learned to all their friends. 
 
On Tuesday, our Year 9 students participated in the Burn Bright Leadership Day sponsored by Where 
There's A Will. Again, this event was invaluable for our students as it reinforces our commitment to their 
wellbeing and gives them a few more tools to use in looking after themselves and their mates. 
 
All these events are incredible opportunities for our students but none of them could happen without time 
and effort from our staff. Next week is our staff wellbeing week, so please take the time to thank all our 
staff for what they do, especially those things above and beyond their normal classroom work. 
 
Quotes of the week 
"Never believe that a few caring people can't change the world. For, indeed, that's all who 
ever have."- Margaret Mead 
 
"Strive to find things to be thankful for, and just look for the good in who you are!"- Bethany 
Hamilton  
 
Have a great week 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
 
 

 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Bush Kindy has been such an incredible addition to our programme this term. Evidence shows that 
giving children the opportunity to discover, learn about and experience the natural world is hugely 
important - it can help create a sense of belonging rooted in their local environment, enhancing their 
health, wellbeing and educational outcomes. Bush Kindy is associated with higher levels of physical 
activity, better emotional, behavioural and cognitive outcomes and with children developing a greater 
sense of connectedness to nature.  

 
 
  

Exploring, connecting with nature 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mastering Time 
Home Challenge: When you are not paying attention when listening to others, there can be little wonder 
and enjoyment in learning new things. Chat with your child about what you could do to pay more attention 
when listening. 
 
While students’ Life Timetables serve the purpose of arranging their time to do what they have to do, they 
also need to learn how they are going to organise that time to complete it: 
 
• learning how to plan and set time targets is the growth mindset they need to overcome these challenges, 
they need to mindfully use their strengths to achieve the time targets they created 
 
Students need to set time target for tasks such as: 
 

 making time to have quality time with family and friends; 
 

 doing an hour’s exercise every day; 
 

 completing unfinished learning; 
 

 connecting with and applying new knowledge learned to new situations; 
 

 practising what they have learnt to build strong and fast brain pathways; 
 

 restricting time on electronic entertainment and TV; 
 

 going off on tangents which interest them and investigating new possibilities to explore and 
experiment with; 

 
•  reading, reflecting, thinking and imagining. 
 
Being able to plan and set time targets to accomplish what they set out to do broadens and engages their 
attention by connecting them with themselves and the moment to reduce anxious feelings. 
 

“To master your time is to master your life.” Alan Laekin 
 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Curriculum News 
 
Drama News 
 
As Year 12 complete final preparations for their HSC Performance Examinations next week, junior Drama 
students headed off to the Belvoir St Theatre to see ‘Calamity Jane’, which was a hilariously modern take 
on this too-long-forgotten musical.  How lucky that some of our group managed to make it to the stage of 
the Belvoir for the show – a Drama teacher’s dream realised. 
 
Many thanks to Michelle Edwards for getting us safely there and back. 
 
Maria English 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Equestrian News 
 
We had our first Polocrosse instruction with Miss 
Finlayson this week. Everybody had so much fun and 
we will be continuing polocrosse instruction in Weeks 7 
& 8. If anyone has any no longer needed polocrosse 
equipment they would like to donate to our Equestrian 
Team, we would be very grateful. 
 
Central Coast Grammar School will be having an 
Interschool Dressage Day on Saturday 20 October. 
Information and the Entry Form is on the SGS website. 
 
Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-ordinator 



 
………….An Invitation to all Year 8 Parents………. 

 
A night of movie entertainment not to be missed! 



Duke of Edinburgh 
 

Last week 6 courageous students braved the Barrington Tops’ winter conditions to complete their Duke 
of Edinburgh Bronze and Silver adventurous journeys.  
 
They were accompanied by Mr Garland, Miss Dowdell and Mr Berry. The students walked from The Firs 
Pine Plantation to the Manning River Camping Area on the first day, a distance of around 18 kilometres. 
They then endured a freezing night of below zero temperatures before navigating their way through 
locked back trails to their next stop at Polblue.  
 
The Bronze students were thankful to be picked up at this location by Mrs Edwards. The temperature 
improved considerably by the second night but the remaining students were forced to contend with 
overfriendly birdlife intent on stealing any uncovered food.  
 
These conditions created extremely inventive cooking methods testing a number of Grammar Minds 
dispositions. Overall, the students showed many great character strengths to overcome the challenges 
they faced during their time on the Tops. This led to the Silver students completing nearly 50 kilometres 
of trekking over the 3 days.  
 
Scone Grammar School would like to thank David Gatwood for kindly assisting with transportation for 
the excursion. The next trip will be a Bronze expedition during late September.     
 
 

 

 

 

 

Year Three Gold Fresh Fruit Friday 
 
Year Three Gold will be having a Fresh Fruit Friday on 31 August. 

 
We will be selling fruit kebabs, fruit juices and lemon butter made from the 
lemons in Monet’s Garden. We are focusing on recycling and reducing waste. 
If you bring your own cup the cost of fruit juice is 50c. You can purchase a 
biodegradeable cup for 15c. We have been sponsored by Woolworths and 
Coles and money raised will go to Homeless People.  

Come and visit us on the deck on Friday 31 August! 

A practice run putting 
up the tent the day 
before departure! 



Sport News 
 
HRIS Primary Netball Gala Day 
 
What a terrific day of competition our two netball teams had! 
 
This year both our Junior and Senior teams have been training in our Netball Development Programme 
with the guidance of a NSW Netball Coach.  In the last school holidays, the girls also had the 
opportunity to develop as a team by participating in the National Primary Games over a two-day 
Carnival.  
 
Our Junior 3/4 girls played some tough games in their pool, winning 4 out of the 6 games before 
heading into the semi-finals. Our girls improved tremendously throughout the day and placed 7th overall 
in the finals out of 16 teams.   
 
Our Senior 5/6 girls had 5 games to play before finals.  The girls placed 2nd in their pool heading into 
finals. This meant they were up against first place in the other pool. Unfortunately, the girls went down 
in this game, against an extremely well drilled St Philips Gosford. The girls were then playing for 3rd/4th 
in the final game. After two rounds of extra time due to a draw at full time, the teams were still locked 
at a draw.  
 
Congratulations to the girls on an equal 3rd position with Hunter Valley Grammar School. Congratulations 
to all the players on the day! What a huge effort! 
 

 
HRIS Primary Soccer Gala  

Along with the Netball Gala last week, our two primary soccer teams also made their way down to 
Newcastle for the annual HRIS Soccer Gala. The boys have been training during sport time in 
preparation for the Carnival. The aim of the day was to enjoy the competitive nature against some very 
tough schools.  
 
Both teams fought hard all day and held their heads high despite only winning one game. Resilience and 
perseverance were key character strengths our boys displayed throughout the day. They represented 
Scone Grammar School to the best of their ability and were still a smiling group of boys on the trip 
home.  
 
Congratulations to all players who participated! 
 
Miss Day  

 

 





Rowing News 
 
With our first regatta for the season only a week away I organised a coaching excursion to Berry Park, 
Morpeth so our young rowers could gain experience in being on the course they are to race on. They 
were also very fortunate to receive additional coaching from Mr Peter Bond, the Coach of the 
Endeavour Rowing Club. This Club has been of great assistance to our school by lending us boats and 
oars at regattas and giving our students coaching and support. After a term of windy conditions and 
rough water at Glenbawn Dam it was wonderful for the young rowers to experience a day of perfectly 
flat water and temperatures over 10 degrees!. We had fantastic conditions and the students were able 
to receive some great advice, practice and fitness on the Hunter River. We had two sessions where 
the young rowers worked in quads and our more experienced rowers were able to row in their 
doubles and single. Great confidence and knowledge was gained by all. 
 
A big thank you to the rowing squad for their enthusiastic participation and positive attitudes and also 
to our three amazing Rowing Captains, Holly, Aurora and Tim for their ongoing support and assistance 
in building our school Rowing Programme.  
 
Chris Brennan 
Rowing Co-ordinator 
 

 
 
 











Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 3 - Monday 23 July to Friday  
28 September 

 
Week 6 
Friday 31 August 
Year 11 Ski Camp Returns 
Fresh Fruit Friday 
 
Week 7 
Monday 3 September 
NESA School Readiness—Year 5 
Kinder Gymnastics 
Year 12 Visual Arts 3.00pm Deadline 
Tuesday 4 September 
HSC Showcase Evening - 5pm 
NESA School Readiness—Year 3 
Wednesday 5 September 
Rugby 7's Under 10s Comps @ HVGS 
Digby Rayward Shield Under 12s 
NESA School Readiness—Year 7 
Thursday 6 September 
Secretaries’ Day 
Kindergarten 2019 Orientation Morning 
Meet the Music – Elective Music students 
NESA School Readiness—Year 9 
Friday 7 September 
SGS Challenge -Rugby & Netball 
Saturday 8 September 
SGS Rowing - Newcastle University Regatta 
 
Week 8 
Monday 10 September 
Year 8 Subject Selection Evening 
AICES Athletics 
Kinder Gymnastics 
Tuesday 11 September 
Sports’ Photos 
Wednesday 12 September 
HRIS Middle School Debating Gala 
HRIS Primary Sports' Co-Ordinators’ Meeting 
Thursday 13 September 
Year 2 Overnight Sydney Excursion to  
Friday 14 September 
Year 7 final dose Vacs; Years 10/11 catchup 
CIS Primary Athletics 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Friday 14 September 
Year 2 Excursion return 
 
Week 9 
Monday 17 September 
HRIS 15s Basketball Trials 
Year 11 Exams to 26 September 
CIS Primary Cricket Trials & 18 September 
Scone Grammar Through the Lens Film Night 
Tuesday 18 September 
Wednesday 19 September 
Drama Night - 6pm 
 
Thursday 20 September 
Year 1 Dubbo Excursion & 21 September 
Duke of Ed – Bronze 
Bengalla Mine - Scholarship Interviews 
Kindy Sleepover 
Friday 21 September 
HRIS Secondary Sports' AGM - SGS Host 
Old Scholars from 1998 Visiting the School 

Canteen Roster  

 
Term 3 Monday 23 July to Friday  

28 September 
 
Week 6 
Friday 31 August 
Fiona Bailey, Charlotte Parry-Okeden, Amelia 
Wilkinson 
 
Week 7 
Monday 3 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 4 September 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 5 September 
Fiona Bailey, Belinda Sowter 
Thursday 6 September 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart 
Friday 7 September 
Jenny Crackett, Georgie Ryan, Dordie Dawson 
 
Week 8 
Monday 10 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 11 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 12 September 
Jenny Crackett, Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 13 September 
Fiona Bailey, Lyn Sinclair 
Friday 14 September 
Fiona Bailey, Emma Ridley, Sarah Stanford 
 
Week 9 
Monday 17 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 18 September 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 19 September 
Fiona Bailey,   XXXX 
Thursday 20 September 
Jenny Crackett, Vanda Mikuckiene 
Friday 21 September 
Jenny Crackett, Kirralee Green, Tracey Stewart 
 
Week 10 
Monday 24 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 25 September 
Jen Crackett 
Wednesday 26 September 
Jenny Crackett, Mandy Kennedy 
Thursday 27 September 
Fiona Bailey, Lyn Sinclair 
Friday 28 September 
Fiona Bailey, Mel Gillett 

End Term 3 


