
 
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
We are at the end of a very full and exciting term! It marks the end of 
13 years of schooling for our Year 12 group who will now prepare for 
their HSC examinations, which commence at the end of the first week 
of next term. The learning that has occurred throughout the term has 
been palpable right across the School. 

I would like to acknowledge the Year 12 group as they finish, for their 
leadership of the student body and for their genuine acceptance of 
diversity. They have all contributed to school life across the years and 
we wish them every blessing as they prepare to move to the next 
stage of their journey. 

We had a group of Old Grammarians visit SGS for their 20-year reunion on Friday. The Class of 
1998 took time to reminisce as well as look at what has changed about their school over time. It 
was delightful to have them return and share a little of where life has taken them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish Mrs Kate Gallagher all the best as she leaves us after 10 years of sharing her passion and 
knowledge with her fellow staff and her students. 

I wish everyone a safe and refreshing break and look forward to welcoming everyone back for 
Term 4. Please continue to pray for much needed rain. 

Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to spend time this week acknowledging our Year 12 students as they prepare to finish up the 
schooling chapter of their life journey. They are now at the end of their 51st term at school. For most, it 
signals the end of a long stint at Scone Grammar School. This particular cohort holds a special place with 
me given that that they were a part of my first Year 6 class when I commenced at SGS. Seeing how they 
have grown and developed into outstanding young adults fills me with confidence that the values and 
culture we instil into our students is spot on. 
 
They never fail to greet me, ask me how I’m going, make a remark about my sporting teams, ask how I 
went at bowls, ask me if they are still my favourite Year 6 class… 
 
I have been equally impressed by the way they have stepped up as leaders and immersed themselves 
into all we do here in K-6. The connections they have made and maintained through the PAS buddy 
classes are genuine and are appreciated by the younger students. 
 
I wish them all the best for their upcoming exams and whatever lies beyond. I would like to thank them 
for the wonderful contributions they have made, especially in the K-6 part of our school. 
 
As we wind down from what has been another incredibly busy term, I have reminded students to really 
enjoy their two-week holiday. They have been encouraged to spend quality time with family and friends, 
and return safe and sound, with the batteries re-charged ready for the whirlwind that is Term 4.  
 
 
         
                                    “Normal is a setting on a washing machine” – Unknown 
 
 
 
MEANING: Word of the Week – optimist e.g. As an optimist, I believe tomorrow will always be better 
than today. 
ETYMOLOGY: French 
A person who holds the belief of optimism  
 
Congratulations to Patrick Burke (1 Gold), Jemima Presland (3 Gold), Alison Badenhorst (4 Blue), Adam 
Bennett (5 Blue), Olivia Bower (K Gold), Thomas Burnett (6 Gold), Rojin Edis (K Blue), Isabelle Love (1 
Gold), Holly Fraser (3 Gold), Georgina Kimpton (5 Gold), Billy Eveleigh (1 Gold), Oliver Hodges (3 Blue), 
Dempsey Manwarring (5 Gold), Campbell Smith (4 Gold), Aidan Quinn (4 Blue), Eden Kennedy (K Gold), 
Charlie Magnier (4 Blue), Blake Schmidt (5 Blue), Pippa Saunders (2 Gold), Luke McMahon (3 Gold), 
Marcus Fraser (K Blue) and Candy  Brooker (5 Blue) who are celebrating their birthdays this week and 
over the holidays. I wish them all the best as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family 
and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 

 
I have been having some conversations with Year 12 students this week about maintaining ‘perspective’ 
at this time of their lives. One of the key things about approaching their upcoming HSC exams, and any 
major event in one’s life, is remembering the BIG picture. Completing exams, or overcoming any 
significant challenge we face, can bring great relief and incredible joy.  
 
However while you are in the thick of it, it is important not to lose ‘perspective’. Focus on the task at 
hand, however, remember there is life after it. It is so easy to get caught up in our own world with our 
particular challenges that confront us and forget about the bigger picture. So remember that God is in 
control. He has a sovereign plan that you are part of. Work hard, but work hard with the bigger picture in 
mind!     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For a believer of Jesus there is eternal life to look forward to. Paul, in his letter to the Romans says "I 
consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed to us". Always keep in sight the amazing hope that is to come. A world renewed; a 
perfect world where we get to live in God’s presence forever. The world we are in now, the exams or 
significant challenge facing you now, will mean nothing when Jesus returns in glory!  
            
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Romans 8:18-31 
Give thanks for: God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way 
to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us; Gods hand upon Year 11 
as they sit Preliminary Exams and Year 12 as they prepare for their HSC exam.   
Pray for: A safe and refreshing holiday period; For families and students who are ill or struggling at the 
moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A18-31&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
I am not quite sure how any of us survived this week! For me it started with delivering Chapel on 
Monday, where I had my chance to say goodbye to Year 12. Tuesday saw the House parties to farewell 
Year 12; Wednesday was reasonably quiet with a few class activities. Today saw Year 11 work all day and 
they will work most of the evening to organise the Valedictory Dinner. The Hall looks stunning and as a 
team they have done a great job, leaving the current Year 12s in no doubt they are capable of leading 
the School in 2019. We are certainly in safe hands with the new leadership group coming through.  
 
Thursday night will see Mr Croucher and myself host the Year 12 Sleepover at school. Not that I think 
there will be much sleeping; there are likely to be plenty of stories about the good times they have spent 
at school. Friday will see muck-up hilarity in the morning and breakfast for the staff cooked by Year 12. 
Then it is on to their Final Chapel and I am sure there will be enough photos to display the emotion in the 
Church. 
 
In life away from Year 12 this week, there was still a great deal happening: Rugby 7s State 
Championships, Year 11 Examinations, the final session of the ChooseMaths Mentoring Programme and, 
yes, normal classroom activities too. 
 
I think we are all ready for a well-deserved holiday, taking the time to relax and getting life back in 
balance. 
 
Quote of the week 
 

“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must keep moving.”- Albert Einstein  
 

Have a great holiday! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis  
dholllis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jones Year 12    Pulling Year 12 

Ledger Year 12 



Congratulations to Class of 2018 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 
This week we want to focus on connections and the joy we have in being part of a P-12 School.  
 
Please take time to savor the photos we have included this week. Notice the smiles on the children 
both big and small and the teachers as well. Wellbeing is alive and well at Scone Grammar School.  

 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Be Strong & Courageous  
 
Bravery & Optimism 
 
Looking at life optimistically and searching for what is good in things and right about what they are doing 
sees positive emotions bubbling away in students. They are thriving and flourishing. Happy people enjoy 
better health, are more likely to achieve what they set out to do and welcome challenges.  
 
When we educate our students about the amazing benefits of adopting an optimistic outlook in their lives 
and introduce them to the little positive actions they can do often, they shine. Their preparedness to adopt 
growth mindsets to learn and try new things to build their brains abilities is enhanced.  
 
The alternative is to look at life pessimistically and search for what is wrong with things. And guess what, 
people who adopt this negative way of thinking find plenty of things they perceive to be not right, because 
that is all they are on the lookout for. It’s a pity they miss out on the great things that are happening and 
could happen. As such, they seldom have those warm feelings of gratitude and appreciation.  
 
The zest of positive thinkers is contagious and rubs off on those around them. Unfortunately, this is also 
true for negative thinkers.  
 

“Thinking positively creates uplifting spirals of hope for the future.”  
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Curriculum News—Library 
 

The accomplished poet and author 
Steven Herrick will be visiting our 
school on Tuesday 23rd October, 
2018 to perform for students from 
Year 3 to Year 8.  He has written 
twenty-two books and has won 
the NSW Premier’s Literary Award 
twice.  He is a pioneer of verse 

novels for young people and has performed his poetry in fifteen 
countries over the past twenty-five years.  His poetry is considered 
to be entertaining, accessible and relevant to the lives of students.   
 
According to the Sydney Morning Herald, … Herrick’s poems are … 
well balanced.  On the one hand there’s humour and light-
heartedness, on the other there’s depth and thoughtful care. 
He himself has said, I love the power of poetry and the potential of 
poetry. I've always believed that poetry can talk to an audience or 
reader in the most concise, direct, and thought-provoking way. 
 
The first performance at 10am, will be for Primary students from Years 3 to 6.  The second performance at 
11.30am, will be for students in Years 7 to and 8.  Both performances will take place in the Multi-Purpose 
Room (MPR).  Teachers will accompany students to these performances.   
 
The cost of the performance will be absorbed by the Resource Levy. 
 
Louise Broomfield 
Teacher Librarian 

Uniform Shop - Holiday Opening Hours 

 

RemindeR…...TeRm 4 is Summer Uniform 

 

Open on 

 

 Tuesday 9 October - 9.00am to 12.00pm 

 

 Wednesday 10 October - 9.00am to 12.00pm 



Sport News 
 
CIS Secondary Athletics Championships 2018 
 
On Tuesday, 25 September, 6 very talented students of ours travelled down to Sydney Olympic Park to 
compete in the CIS Athletics Championships.  
 
These students included: Emily Winfield, Laura Sadler, Laura Smith, Jordan Evans, Caryss Parry and 
Charlotte Kelly.  
 
What a tremendous day of results the girls had: 
 
Laura Sadler 2nd  200m 
   3rd  100m 
   4th  400m 
Caryss Parry 2nd  200m 
 

Junior Girls Relay Team  2nd  
 
 Charlotte Kelly 
 Jordan Evans  
 Caryss Parry 
 Laura Smith  
 

 
 
A huge CONGRATULATIONS to you all! 
 
Miss Day  

 

Under 13s Boys Rugby compete at the 7s State Championships in Newcastle 

A dedicated group of Under 13s boys represented 
SGS at the State 7s Rugby Championships on 
Tuesday following their success at the New England 
7s earlier in the term.  

The boys started well, winning their first pool game 
15-10, and then faced strong opposition going down 
30-10 and 25-5 in their remaining pool games. They 
showed considerable grit to come back in both 
games with some excellent creative Rugby. They 
then were in the play-off for 7th and 8th against 
Endeavour High and they were successful winning 
25 -20. Every member of the squad contributed to 
be being placed 7th in the State.  

It has been a pleasure to coach these boys and see them work so well as a team and strengthen their 
Rugby skills. Darren Crowther’s coaching support has also been greatly appreciated by all. 

Paul Smart 

 



JUMP ROPE FOR HEART – JUMP OFF DAY! 
 

Thank you to ALL the students who got involved with Jump Rope for Heart!  
 
A huge thank you for the effort skipping and fundraising for the Jump Rope for 
Heart programme this term.  
 
Together we have raised so far an incredible $3300 and this money will all go 
towards vital heart research and education programmes.  
 
You still have a couple of days to go with the final day of fundraising to be this 
Friday 28 September.  
 
I’ve loved seeing so many smiling faces skipping in the playground and in sports 
lessons.  
 
Our ‘Jump Off Day’ during sport this week was a huge success, you can see a few action photos from 
the day below.  
 
Here’s our school leaderboard, congratulations to our top fundraisers!  
Keep up the skipping and thanks again for the hard work! 
 

 

Miss Day 

Jackson Birch $612.42 

Mia Sullivan $505.12 

Jack Daniels $303.44 
Isabella, Greorgia,  
Felicity & Charlie Henderson $238.23 

Darcy Bragg $208.80 



Equestrian News 
 
We wish the following 3 students all the very best as they compete in the National Vaulting Equestrian  
Championships in the first week of the School holidays - Ella Bennett Year 4, Charlotte Clark Year 5, 
and Sarah Clark Year 6. We look forward to hearing from you early next term.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
While on Equestrian achievements, congratulations to Skye Singleton - Year 8, who recently competed 
at the Australian Barrel Horse Association National Finals, held at AELEC (Australian Equine and 
Livestock Events Centre). Skye and her horse Maggie, were crowned Champion 3rd Division Junior 
Barrel Racer  and Runner Up Champion Open 6th Division Barrel Racer. Wonderful effort Skye –
congratulations!  
 
 



Save the Date - 19 October 2018 
 



 

 
HSC STUDY CAMP  

OCTOBER HOLIDAYS 

Upper Hunter Education Fund is holding a free HSC Study Camp in the 

October Holidays 

WHEN 
 
 
TIME:      
 
 
                                       

Friday 5 October 2018- Muswellbrook High School and 
Saturday 6 October 2018-St Joseph’s High School. 
9.30am Registration 
10-12.00- Session 1 
12.00-1.00pm Lunch & forum ( BBQ lunch provided) 
1.00-3.00pm Session 2 

  

WHO  Students sitting HSC in 2018. All students from ALL schools 
are welcome at each session 

MENTORS/TUTORS High achieving HSC 2016 and 2017 leavers    

HOW MUCH Free – Thanks to UHEF sponsors including Coal & Allied 
Community Development Fund  

TO ENROL Email Alison Tilse at Alison.tilse@mn.catholic.edu.au 

To assist with planning please RSVP via (email alison.tilse@mn.catholic.edu.au). List your day/s of 
attendance & subject choices. 

If you have questions or enquiries about the HSC study days please contact Alison Tilse 0427458124. 

The tutors will cover a variety of subjects including: English (all levels) Maths (all levels), Histories, 
Legal studies, Business studies, Economics, Chemistry, Biology, Physics , Studies of Religion, CAFS 
and general exam technique. Tutors will be available for the two days. A timetable will be 
established at registration each day so as to meet individual student needs.  

The days will be staffed by UHEF members and a number of tutors who completed their HSC in the 
past two years. The focus of the study sessions will be the sharing of strategies and tips from both 
the mentors/tutors and staff on completing each of the respective HSC subjects. The HSC students 
are encouraged to bring written responses and areas of concern to address with the tutors. The 
mentors/tutors have all excelled in the HSC and have first-hand knowledge of what is takes to be 
successful in the HSC.  The Upper Education Fund (UHEF) was established in 2008 in the Upper 
Hunter to support and enhance educational opportunities for local students. In 2015 the UHEF 
extended its support of students in the HSC year to offer a two day study program during both the 
July and September/October holidays. Students from the local Upper Hunter schools have attended 
the sessions and have benefited greatly from the sessions.  

 



 
 



 
 



mailto:Boxy33@bigpond.net.au








 

 
  

  

  

 First Club Night: Wednesday, 17th October 2018, at Scone Pool 
from 5.30pm for a 6pm start. 

MUST BE ABLE TO SWIM 25 METRES 
Cost is: $90 per swimmer or non-swimmer $35 

Registrations Online: www.nswswimming.com.au 
- click on JOIN NOW! 
Region: New England North West 
Club: Scone Swimming Club 

For more information, phone Sarah Brooks on 0428 546 564 
ALL NEW MEMBERS MOST WELCOME! 

http://www.nswswimming.com.au/




Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
Term 3 Monday 23 July to Friday 28  

September 
 

Week 10 
Friday 28 September 
Year 12 Final Chapel 
Term 3 ends 
 
Monday 1 October 
Long Weekend – Labour Day 
______________________________________ 
 

Term 4  Monday 15 October to  
Wednesday 5 December 

 
Week 1 
Monday 15 October 
Term 4 Commences 
Tuesday 16 October 
Year 9 Girls "Get Smart" 
HRIS Junior15’s Tennis Gala Day 
Wednesday 17 October 
Forensic Science Workshop – Years 3-6 
Thursday 18 October 
HSC Exams Commence 
HRIS Second Basketball Trials 
Founders’ Day Chapel  
– STLC commencing 9.30am 
Kinder Dancing Class 
Friday 19 October 
HRIS Primary Tennis Gala 
HRIS Secondary Golf Championships 
SGS Creative Arts' Show -  K-11 
 
Week 2 
Monday 22 October 
CIS Secondary Cricket Trials & 23 October 
Kindy 2019 Visits & Tuesday 23 October 
Tuesday 23 October 
Vaccination Catch up Year 7 
Poetry to the Rescue Years 3-9 
Wednesday 24 October 
Year 10 English – An Enemy Of The People 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 25 October 
Year 7 Orientation Day 
Transition Day 
HRIS Primary Basketball Gala 
Kinder Dance Class 
Friday 26 October 
HRIS Chess 
Saturday 27 October 
SGS Rowing - HVGS Regatta at Morpeth 
 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 3 Monday 23 July to Friday 28 

September 
 
Week 10 
Friday 28 September 
Fiona Bailey, Vanda Mikuckiene 
 

End Term 3 
 
A very big thank you to our wonderful 
volunteers during this term.  We very 
much look forward to welcoming you 
back in Term 4.  Enjoy the holidays! 
Jenny & Fiona xx 
_______________________________ 
 

Term 4 Monday 15 October to  
Wednesday 5 December 

 
Week 1 
Monday 15 October 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 16 October 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 17 October 
Fiona Bailey    XXXX 
Thursday 18 October 
Jenny Crackett, Pip Bishop 
Friday 19 October 
Jenny Crackett, Erryn Day, Kirrily Adams 
 
Week 2 
Monday 22 October 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 23 October 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 24 October 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 25 October 
Fiona Bailey, Tania Dart, Banda Mikuckiene 
Friday 26 October 
Fiona Bailey, Kirralee Green, Amelia Wilkinson 
 
Week 3 
Monday 29 October 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 30 October 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 31 October 
Fiona Bailey, Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 1 November 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Friday 2 November 
Jenny Crackett, Emma Ridley, Dordie Dawson 


