
 
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
 
It has been wonderful to see some rain around the region and things 
greening up. We certainly know what the term, ‘Green drought’, is all 
about. Please continue to pray for those so closely affected by the 
drought and for breaking rain as we head into Spring. 
 
As we continue to consider Character Strengths in our Wellbeing 
Programme, it is delightful to experience so many students having and 
sharing their ZEST for life and learning. I have been able to visit many 
of our classes this week and am uplifted by this zest. 
 
HSC Showcase Evening 
It was also wonderful to experience the HSC Showcase on Tuesday 

evening and to be inspired by the creativity and hard work the students demonstrated through 
their Visual Art or Industrial Technology works. The care and attention to detail were evident, 
demonstrating the students’ perseverance. Those fortunate to attend were also served beautifully 
prepared food from the Grammar Grind Team, which topped off the evening. I would like to thank 
the staff in the Visual Art and Technology Faculty for their dedication and support of the students. 
 
The HSC Major works in Industrial Technology and Drama were marked for the HSC this week. 
Our Drama students will perform as part of Drama Night and will be well worth watching as they 
have been dedicated in their preparation under the guidance of Mrs Maria English. 
 
Hunter Valley Grammar Rugby 
We received excellent news from the Primary Rugby on Wednesday, with all teams having success 
in their competitions. Both under 10’s teams won through to the final and had a 10-All draw in the 
final, while the Open Primary Team won the Digby Rayward Shield returning it to SGS for the 
fourth year in a row. Congratulations to all the boys and a huge thank you to Mrs Patterson for her 
organization and to the coaches for their guidance and support. 
 
We wish Year 2 well as they head off to Sydney next week on their camp experience. 
 
Year 12 are now into their final month of school. Please pray for them to remain focused and to 
enjoy this last part of their school journey. 
 

Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 



……………..SAVE THE DATE…………... 



……...…..HSC Showcase Evening…………... 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I’m going to be a little selfish this week and talk about what is my favourite time of the year. Footy finals 
time. From now until the October long weekend will see my television remote going between the League 
and AFL finals, cheering on my teams, chewing my nails due to the tension, being gracious in victory and, 
should the unthinkable happen, be humble in defeat. 
 
They say that when the finals begin, it’s like a new competition all together. Timing your run perfectly so 
that you are in peak form when it matters. I’ve been reminded of this very notion from a number of our 
school sporting teams this year. As recently as yesterday, our Under 10s and 12s showed the importance 
of timing your run when they were both victorious at the Hunter Valley Grammar School Rugby Carnival. 
We sent two U10s teams who played well enough to ensure they played against each other in the final. 
Given the evenness of the sides, the match finished a draw. Joint Premiers! A great achievement for the 
boys. Our U12s paced themselves beautifully getting through their pool games with relative ease before 
putting on a clinic in the final, taking it out 29-0 and bringing back the Digby Rayward Shield. Another 
wonderful result for a team that has experienced a great deal of success in both union and league this 
year. 
 
I would like to extend a big congratulations to Max Patterson who last week was a member of the 
victorious CIS Primary Rugby team that won the NSWPSSA Carnival in Coffs Harbour. To cap it off, Max 
has also gained selection in the NSWPSSA Team who will compete at the National Titles later in the year. 
We are all very proud of Max and know he will compete and represent with distinction. 
 

 
You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take.” - Michael Jordan 

 
 

Word of the Week – victory e.g. Our team returned home after a huge victory. 
ETYMOLOGY: Middle English 
MEANING: The ultimate and decisive superiority in any battle or contest 
 
 
Congratulations to Declan Bennett (3 Blue), Sophie Park (5 Blue), Jordan Christopher (6 Gold), Lucy 
Giblin (K Blue) and Sam Gillett (5 Blue) who are celebrating their birthdays this week. I wish them all the 
best as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How can you help us? 
 
We desire to create more opportunities for our young people to serve others. They don’t have to be big 
things to help others, but rather opportunities to serve others often.  
 
Serving others is a pursuit that will benefit our students wellbeing and is well worth pursuing. 
Encouraging students to look at how they can make a positive difference using their strengths will 
energise their efforts.  
 
Performing acts of kindness for others creates uplifting positive emotions for all of us. We have no doubt 
that as we have a more focused and systemised approach to encouraging students to think beyond their 
own needs will be character building for them and enable them to initiate positive behaviors.  
 
We have identified here at Scone Grammar School that balancing their focus on themselves with 
proactive attitudes and opportunities to do something to help others, will build interdependent, reflective 
and collaborative habits in them. It is also in our very DNA as a Christian community. 
  
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards 
of God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10 
 
I would like to invite you, as a parent of our school and valued member of our school community, to 
engage with me in a conversation about possible occasions in our community where students can serve. 
Do you have an idea? Do you have a skill that you can partner with us in to achieve these ends? Are you 
aware of a need that needs fulfilling? I would love to hear from you! You can email me at 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au with the title bar ‘service opportunity’.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on:  Galatians 5:13 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity: For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us 
Pray for: Opportunities for our students to be engaged in acts of service; For the school building project; 
For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

 

mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5:13
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
The end of school life became very real for some of our Year 12 students this week. Monday saw our 
Visual Arts students complete their Major Works and Tuesday saw the Industrial Technology Major Works 
marked by the NESA markers. Tuesday also brought the HSC Drama markers to school. Both sets of 
markers had very complimentary comments about the works they marked, our school and the students. 
Congratulations for the students continued on Tuesday evening with the Showcase event. Thanks to all of 
the families whoi attended and to the Hospitality students who served some scrumptious food. 

 
Next week sees Year 8 start the process of selecting their elective subjects and I am looking forward to 
this exciting part of their educational journey. 
 
This week we have had a meeting-free week to allow our staff to focus on their wellbeing. I asked 
students to think about the extra things staff have done for them lately encouraging them to thank staff 
this week. I know many students have done this, some simply saying thanks, some leaving notes on 
desks, some leaving a bag of red frogs and a Post-It that just said ‘Ta’. I am sure this has been 
appreciated by all recipients. The wellbeing of members of our community is important, so continue to 
look after each other. 
 
Quote of the week 
 

"Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance ,you must keep moving."- Albert Einstein 
 
Have a great week. 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 



Year 12 Pizza Fundraiser - Primary & Secondary 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

We have really embraced the Bush Kindy experience and the children have grown so much in their 
bravery when facing something a little difficult and their self regulation and perseverance when 
managing risks in the Bush Kindy environment.  
 
Risk-taking is an essential part of children’s play. Managing that risk is the key to providing 
opportunities that support growth and development and keep children safe from unreasonable risk 
and injury. The balancing of these two is vital for our children’s health and development. (Allen and 
Rapee, 2005 cited in Sanseter, E. and Kennair, L. 2011)  
 
Everyday life is full of risks and challenges and children need opportunities to develop the skills 
associated with managing risk and making informed judgements about risks from a very young age. 
We are proud that during our Bush Kindy Days we have been able to help children build their 
confidence in making informed judgements.  

 
 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moments in Time 
Home Challenge: A skill of social-emotional resilience is being able to control your impulses. Describe a 
time you have done this and how you could do it more often.  
 
The fast pace at which things are moving in the world today means that often great events that happen 
are quickly forgotten. People don’t have time to maintain the joy and the positive feelings they 
experienced at the time. There is so much more to life than moving more quickly. Enjoying and relishing 
the journey is what is should be about.  
 
Teaching kids how to prolong and relive the feelings from magic moments is an effective way to build their 
wellbeing even further. Being able to do this is called savouring the moment.  
 
There are tried and proven ways to savour the moment:  
 

 when the moment is happening, take photos and record your feelings on your phone; 

 after the experience, write down the positive emotions and feelings you had;  

 then listen to the recording, look at the photos and read your story to relive the event. 
 
When things are not going as well as they could for students and they are despondent:  
 

 encourage them to relive their special moments; 

 ask them to tell you their story about the event and ask them to tell you more several times; 

 they will soon bounce back to be more positive.  
 

“Good things don’t happen in a hurry.” German Proverb  
 
 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Curriculum News 
 
Diorama Makes Year 10 History Come Alive 
 
Silas Tym enjoys history and making things. In his recent assessment task for the unit on Australia’s 
involvement in the Vietnam War, Silas had the opportunity to combine his two passions; he created a 
fantastic diorama reflecting the type of warfare experienced by Australian soldiers. Looking carefully at his 
model, you can see methods used in guerrilla warfare, the tunnels, the traps, the struggles to traverse in a 
jungle setting. Congratulations to Silas for his effort and creativity in completing this task.  
 
Ms Gibson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debating News 

On Wednesday 5 September I was fortunate 
to attend the HICES Debating Grand Final at 
UTS in Sydney. Eight teams from the Junior, 
Middle, Senior and Open Divisions were vying 
to be the champion team in tightly contested 
debates. Along with two other teachers, I 
adjudicated the Junior and Open Debates and 
the standard was extremely high. I have no 
doubt that our world is in good hands with the 
next generation and it was a privilege to 
witness. 
Ruby Wong represented SGS as Timekeeper in 
the Senior Debate and received her certificate 
for coming second in the Preliminary Rounds. 
This is an outstanding achievement as there 
are 44 schools competing in this competition. 
Congratulations to Ruby and all of the SGS 
Debating teams for their efforts in this 
competition.  
 
Our next debate is on September 12 when six teams from Years 5-8 will be travelling to Newcastle for the 
HRIS Middle School Debating Gala Day.  

 
Deb Moore 
 



Curriculum News 
 

Creative Writing—Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod 
 
The Creative Writing Division of the Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod Awards were presented at 
the Eisteddfod’s Highlights’ Concert on Sunday, 19 August. 
 
Samveer Brar (Year 2) won 1st place in the Kinder – 2 Group with his recount (travelling to the Eisteddfod 
with Mrs Summers). 
 
Clare Wilkinson (Year 5) won 1st place with her recount in the Year 3-6 Primary Section and also won the 
prestigious Adjudicator’s Award for the Most Outstanding Literary Work in the Primary Section with the 
recount.  
 
Hugo Firth (Year 5) presented his winning speech, “Sisters”, at the Concert.  The Speech was highly 
amusing and was thoroughly enjoyed by the audience. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you from Year 3 Gold 

Thank you to all the people who purchased fruit juices, kebabs 
and lemon butter from our Fresh Fruit Friday Stall last week. We 
raised $138.35. This money will be given to the Upper Hunter 
Homeless Association.  
 
We will have another stall in Term 4 with a greater variety of 
delicious juices! 
 
Anne Davies and Year 3 Gold 

 

 



REMINDER: Sports Photos - Tuesday 11 September at School 
 
 
 

PRIMARY CHECK LIST 
 

SECONDARY CHECK LIST

Full Sports Uniform 
  

Age Champion Medallions 
Swimming 
Cross Country 
Athletics 

  
HRIS Polo shirt if you have represented at 

CIS 
Swimming 
Cross Country 
Athletics 
  

CIS Rugby Uniform and NSW represented 
unifrom – Max Patterson 

  
CIS Hockey Uniform – Georgina Pratley 
  

  
School Teams 

Soccer 
Socks and boots 

  
Rugby teams 

Socks and boots 
  

Netball teams 
Will receive uniforms on the day 

Hockey Teams 
  
Basketball Teams 

 

Full Sports Uniform 
  

Age Champion Medallions 
Swimming 
Cross Country 
Athletics 

  
HRIS Polo shirt if you have represented at 

AICES for any of the following: 
Swimming – Charlie Richardson 
Cross Country – Anna, Alex and 

Charlie 
Athletics - Reps 
Rugby Union – Ryan Clerke and 

Edward Bell 
Netball – Chelsea Bowditch and 

Anna Atkinson 
HRIS Touch Football –  Reps 
  

AICES Polo shirt if you have represented at 
CIS for any of the following: 

Touch Football – Darcy Moore 
Netball – Chelsea Bowditch 

CIS Reps Uniforms 
Touch Football – Darcy 
Rugby League – Ryan 
  

Triathlon Teams 
   
School Teams 

Soccer 
Socks and boots 

  
Rugby teams 

Socks and boots 
  

Netball teams 
Will receive uniforms on the day 
  

Rowing team 
See Mrs Brennan 
  

Touch Football teams 
  
Basketball teams 
 

School Teams 
Soccer  

Socks and boots 
 

Rugby teams  
Socks and boots  
 

Netball teams 
Will receive uniforms on the day 
 

Rowing team 
See Mrs Brennan  
 

Touch Football teams  
 
Basketball teams 
 

  



Year 11 Ski Camp 
 

 
 



Year 8 Movie Night 
…….An Invitation to all Year 8 Families……. 

 
 







Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 3 Monday 23 July to Friday  
28 September 

 
 
Week 7 
Friday 7 September 
SGS Challenge -Rugby & Netball 
Saturday 8 September 
SGS Rowing - Newcastle University Regatta 
 
Week 8 
Monday 10 September 
Kinder Gymnastics 
Year 8 Subject Selection Evening (Years 9 & 10, 2019) 
Tuesday 11 September 
Sports’ Photos 
Wednesday 12 September 
HRIS Middle School Debating Gala 
HRIS Primary Sports' CoOrd Meeting 
Thursday 13 September 
Year 2 Overnight Sydney Excursion  
Year 7 final dose Vacs; Years 10/11 catch-up 
CIS Primary Athletics 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Friday 14 September 
Year 2 Excursion return 
AICES Athletics 
 
Week 9 
Monday 17 September 
HRIS 15s Basketball Trials 
Year 11 Exams to 26 September 
CIS Primary Cricket Trials & 18 September 
Scone Grammar Through the Lens Film Night – Year 8 
Tuesday 18 September 
Wednesday 19 September 
Drama Night 
Thursday 20 September 
Year 1 Dubbo Excursion & 21 September 
Duke of Ed – Bronze 
Bengalla Mine - Scholarship Interviews 
Kindy Sleepover 
Friday 21 September 
HRIS Secondary Sports' AGM - SGS Host 
Old Scholars from 1998 Visit 
 
Week 10 
Monday 24 September 
Kinder Gymnastics 
Year 11 Exams to 26 September 
Tuesday 25 September 
CIS Secondary Athletics 
U13 Rugby Sec. Schools 7's Final 
Wednesday 26 September 
School Council Meeting 
Thursday 27 September 
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner 
Choose Maths Mentoring Programme 
Friday 28 September 
Year 12 Final Chapel 
 

End of Term 3 
 

Term 4  -  Monday 15 October to  
Wednesday 5 December 

Canteen Roster    

 
Term 3 Monday 23 July to Friday  

28 September 
 
Week 7 
Friday 7 September 
Jenny Crackett, Georgie Ryan, Dordie Dawson 
 
Week 8 
Monday 10 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 11 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 12 September 
Jenny Crackett, Debbie Sadler 
Thursday 13 September 
Fiona Bailey, Lyn Sinclair 
Friday 14 September 
Fiona Bailey, Emma Ridley, Sarah Stanford 
 
Week 9 
Monday 17 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 18 September 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 19 September 
Fiona Bailey,     XXXX 
Thursday 20 September 
Jenny Crackett,      XXXX 
Friday 21 September 
Jenny Crackett, Kirralee Green, Tracey Stewart 
 
Week 10 
Monday 24 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 25 September 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 26 September 
Jenny Crackett, Mandy Kennedy 
Thursday 27 September 
Fiona Bailey, Lyn Sinclair 
Friday 28 September 
Fiona Bailey, Mel Gillett 
 

End of Term 3 
 
 
 XXXXX – Helpers urgently needed 


