
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
The flow of Term 4 is well and truly with us and it will not be long 
before we are closing the year. This means staff are finalising 
assessments and preparing reports. The opportunity to give feedback 
and promote growth in learning through these processes are very 
important aspects of the learning journey. The Secondary students 
will be sitting their exams next week. Please pray for them that they 
will be able to do their best and not be too nervous.  

SGS Homegrown and Handmade Markets 

The annual Twilight Markets are fast approaching; the working 
committee have chosen an earlier date, Thursday 15 November, to 
avoid the frantic time right at the end of term. I encourage everyone 
to come along and enjoy what has proven to be a very positive and 
pleasant event in the life of the School over the last few years, and 
again promises to be so. 

GRIP Leadership Conference 

I had the pleasure of taking the Year 11 students to the GRIP Leadership Conference in Tamworth 
this week. It is an excellent programme that engages the students in thinking about leading the 
School positively in their final year. This year the emphasis was on the importance of people and 
on Leadership Character. It was a valuable time for the students and we look forward to them 
leading the student body into the new year. 

Colour my Threads – a celebration of Positive Education in our school 

Tomorrow we will be dressing up colourfully and having some fun activities during the lunchtime 
to recognise the good work we are involved in with WELLBEING! The opportunity for all of us to 
work from a strengths model and have this inform our growth as individuals and as a school 
community is invaluable. As we journey to flourishing, let us be thankful together! 

Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 

 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was heartened by a story I saw on the news earlier this week where school students were challenged to 
take on a project called ‘Ask Gran not Google’. This project encourages children to seek the wisdom and 
life experience of a senior before searching the internet for answers. By doing so, children gain insight 
into the valuable role seniors can play in their lives and society. It got me thinking of many school 
holidays I spent with my grandparents and hanging on to every word they said. Life lessons and pearls of 
wisdom that have stood the test of time and have been passed on through the generations. 
 
It’s hard to go past the following qualities: 
 
Be an example - We are the book from where they learn the best and the worst of habits.  The way we 
speak, the way we treat others, the way we react to situations, are incredibly powerful. 
Be positive - reaffirm children that every day is a new chance to grow and become the best they can. 
Hard work - Working hard teaches children to be self-reliant and gives them a sense of accomplishment. 
From hard work they learn discipline, sacrifice and genuinely believe in themselves. 
Dream big -  Much of a child’s confidence comes from family believing in them before they do. 
Family First - Reading books, making and eating dinner together, playing games, creating memories, all 
of these things require our valuable time. 
Gratitude - Gratitude was not a word in my family it was a way of living and for that I am eternally 
grateful. If we want our children to be grateful we need to be thankful ourselves. 
Manners – They never go out of fashion 
Integrity - Children need to believe in us, they need to believe that they can count on us. 
Courage - We need to have the courage of not only dreaming but to come out of our comfort zone to 
become the best version of what we can be. Courage reminds us to stand up when we are afraid.  
Love yourself - In order to love others, children need to love themselves first. Our confidence will give 
confidence to our children. 
 

 
        “Happiness is someone to love, something to do, and something to hope for.” – 
 Chinese Proverb 
 
 

 

• Word of the Week – appreciate e.g. I appreciate everything you do. 
• ETYMOLOGY: Medieval Latin 
 MEANING: to be grateful or thankful for; to value or regard highly 
 
 
Congratulations to Georgia Henry (1 Blue), Allyson Irwin (5 Blue), Lanni Ryan (6 Blue), Rigby Smith (3 
Blue), Clio Firth (3 Blue), Charlie Holden (3 Blue), Audrey Pringle (4 Gold), Eliza Darling (1 Gold) and 
Anna Peasley (4 Gold) who are celebrating their birthdays this week. I wish them all the best as they 
enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
2018 has been an exciting year of development for Scone Grammar School. We have a renewed P-12 
focus in our Well-being Programme which is informed by evidence-based research in the field of Positive 
Psychology and is expressed as Positive Education. We have invested time in training and have reformed 
practice to make a way for this exciting new approach.  
 
We have collaborated and explored new programmes and initiatives that have a focus on building 
resilience and incorporating a positive educational approach to well-being to support learning.  
 
We have been utilising the weekly PAS lesson to learn about a strengths-based approach to life and 
learning.  

WE ARE ACKNOWLEDING THIS GROWTH BY CELEBRATING: 
‘COLOR YOUR THREADS FOR POS ED DAY’ THIS FRIDAY 

This Friday, students will be coming to school in coloured clothing, signifying the bright future we hope 
for. Students are encouraged to bring a gold coin as a donation for schools less fortunate than us, to 
invest in Positive Education programmes in their school. This collection will be given to the Positive 
Education Schools Association.  
 
It is worth celebrating that this year we have aimed to help students develop healthy relationships with 
God, with others and with themselves so they might achieve their full potential emotionally, spiritually, 
intellectually and physically.  
 
We have encouraged students to set goals, as well as pursue discipline, perseverance and grit needed to 
achieve their goals and aspirations. As we look forward, we will continue to develop in students, attitudes 
and perspectives in life which reflect compassion and love for others, such as those Jesus taught and 
demonstrated. So much of the potential to grow and develop exists in students having a growth mindset 
which says ‘I will apply effort to my development because I can learn anything’ as opposed to a fixed 
mindset, which says ‘I’m either good or bad at something and that’s that!’ The encouragement of this 
mindset has been foundational to our approach to student growth this year. Let’s celebrate this!  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Romans 12:2  
Give thanks for: God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way 
to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and supporters who truly care for us; Gods hand upon Year 12 
as they sit HSC Exams  
Pray for: For families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment: Year 5 and Year 11 students; 
For your son or daughter’s teacher/s! 
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+12%3A2&version=NIV
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
We have had two lovely weeks of celebrations, finishing this Friday with Colour Your Threads Day.  
 
It was absolutely delightful to be thanked by so many students last Friday for World Teachers’ Day and 
the hugs, handshakes and high fives made everyone smile. I love what I do and where I work, but 
having the student leaders and the parents go out of their way to come in early and be deliberate about 
catching every staff member to give out a treat and say thanks, makes the day very special. 
 
For this Friday, the Year 11 students have planned to celebrate something they believe is important. They 
have great ideas for the day and have worked well to get everything organised. I write this hoping it will 
all work out. I asked some of the students what they hope to convey to the rest of the school on Friday; 
their answers made me smile. “We want them to enjoy the day”, “to make them smile,” “to teach them 
that if they are having a bad day, they have friends to talk to.” When I asked what the positive education 
message was about, they used words like, hope, confidence, optimism, resilience and perseverance.  
 
It’s days like these that show the strength of our students and the support of our community and it sums 
up why we love our jobs. 
 
Quote of the week 
 
“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be done without hope and confidence.” 
  - Helen Keller 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 
This week we celebrate Positive Education Day.  
 
At The Yellow Cottage we are committed to giving each child every chance to have the 
best start in life. 
 
Our current practices include: 

Strength Spotting; 
Character Strength Development and Education for children and families; 

Bush Kindy; 
Incorporation of Grammar Minds and developing flourishing life long learners; 

Embracing the language of Positive Education; 
Development of Emotional Intelligence using Kimochi’s and other resources; 

Building relationships and connections with families are central to our programmes at The Yellow 
Cottage; 

Wellness Weeks for staff each term; 
Professional Development in the area of Positive Education is a focus and continued commitment. 

 
 

 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family 
 
Activity: The shadow side of a strength is when you underuse, misuse or overuse it. For three of your 
strengths describe a time you used them on the shadow side.  
 
When students enjoy honest and caring relationships with their families and friends, they are:  
 
• Happy in themselves and able to look for the good things they are doing; 
• They are in a position to make the most of teamwork; 
• They are socially connected and have a sense of belonging.  
 
Well-functioning families and friendship groups look for what they are doing well:  
 
• Know your top strengths; 
• Have conversations, they can be about how they use their strengths together to achieve what they 

set out to do; 
• Doing this creates growth mindsets. 
 
Receiving and accepting feedback from family and friends on how they are travelling:  
 
• Enables students to self-assess and then set self-expectations for themselves;  
• They need regular developmental, non-judgemental feedback.  
 
The pre-adolescent brain is a turbulent place with the good decision making-centre, the pre-frontal cortex, 
not completely wired up. While they can create feelings just like adults, they don’t yet have the capabilities 
to consistently control them. This often leads to any feedback to be seen as criticism.  Discuss with them 
how they can use their individual strengths to overcome setbacks and challenges.  

 
“A loving heart is the truest wisdom.” Charles Dickens  

 
Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 



Curriculum News 
 
Library News 

 
Book Sale!!!   
Find your treasure and support the Indigenous 
Literacy Foundation at the same time. 
 
For a gold coin donation, you will be the lucky recipient of 
a pre-loved Library book, an open door to adventure and 
knowledge. 
 
When  Thursday and Friday 1st & 2nd November 2018 
  during Lunch and recess breaks 
 
Where Outside the  Library 

 
The Indigenous Literacy Foundation ‘is a national book industry charity, which aims to 
reduce the disadvantage experienced by children in remote Indigenous communities 
across Australia, by lifting literacy levels and instilling a lifelong love of reading.’ 
 

 
 
SGS Homegrown Handmade Markets 2018 - 3.00pm to 8.00pm  
 
 

This annual market, now in its fourth year, is always a great 
success with fabulous community support. The idea is to 
provide a festive atmosphere and for products to be of a high 
quality, local, homegrown and handmade. 
 
This event is the perfect opportunity to start getting organised 
for Christmas. Cakes, cookies, clothes and jewellery are just 
some of the fabulous wares on sale. Stallholders so far include 
Mannie and Me, Annette Piper Jewellery, Two Little Sisters 
Candle Co, Timber Alive, One Bird Design, Unicorn Unique 
Scone, Jo Jo’s Kitchen, Corner of the Garden, Succulents by the 
Brook, The Cupcake and Cookie Lady, Honey Lodge, Honey Bee 
Design, Little Love-Lee’s, Marie & Charles, Sarah Bishop 
Jewellery, The Posy Co. Scone, Little Wooden Treasures, A 
Sense of Balance, Harper & Willow, Harlow Designs, Enchanted 
Fairy Creations, Stone & Co Vintage Interiors, Chalked Up Paint 
Furniture, and Horners Honey. 
 
A fantastic selection of gourmet dinner boxes will be available 
from the Grammar Grind Café as well as a sausage sizzle and 
drinks. 
 
Scone Grammar School students have also committed once 
again to having stalls at the markets. A mixed selection of 
goodies such as homemade edible delights, plants, woodwork, 
free range eggs, hair accessories, second hand books, real 
Christmas trees, and Christmas decorations to name a few. 
 
There will also be a Jumping Castle on hand to entertain the 
children. Come along - it will be a fun way to spend an 
afternoon. Spaces still available to have a stall. For further 
details or enquiries please contact Scone Grammar School on 
markets@sgs.nsw.edu.au or phone Erryn Day on 0419 609 834. 

https://www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/
https://www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/
mailto:markets@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Sport News 
 
Rowing News October 2018 
 
It was a big weekend last weekend with our young rowers competing in two regattas. Some of our 
rowers competed both days, some the Saturday and some the Sunday. Student/families can let me 
know if they are able to attend and then I form crews and enter events from there. 
 
On Saturday, Hunter Valley Grammar School hosted the Regatta which was attended by many clubs 
including the Redlands School from Sydney. The conditions were fabulous with flat water and even 
though it was quite hot it made for good racing. Our highlights for the day were Angus Davidson and 
Harry O’Neil competing in their first double as did Grace Saunders with me. Tim Caslick and Ben Roberts 
from the Lake Macquarie Club won their division of the U16 double and Georgie McRae, Charlotte 
Chopin, a young Lake Mac rower, Charlotte Ferry and myself won our Division of the Women’s D Grade 
Quad. This was very exciting as, if you win your race, you receive a medal which was a highlight for 
both Georgia and Charlotte.  
 
On Sunday, Newcastle University ran the Regatta. This was not as well attended although still produced 
some good competition. Two days could not be more different! The weather was cold, windy and at 
times raining which led to rough water and tough racing conditions. The wind picked up then dropped 
off throughout the day and the tide was against us which meant our 1000m races felt like 1500m! Our 
highlights included Holly McDonald racing in two separate singles events, Grace and Bridget Burnett 
racing in their first U16’s double and both boys’ and girls’ crews becoming more consistent and 
improving their timing in each of their quad races.  
 
It is particularly pleasing to see the development of the skill and confidence of our rowers. It is also 
absolutely fantastic the amount of help, support and enthusiasm all my rowers and their wonderful 
parents are giving me throughout the day as well as setting up and reloading the trailer at the end of 
the Regattas. There is such a good vibe amongst us all and it makes the day so enjoyable. A big thank 
you to everyone! 
 
Chris Brennan 
Rowing Co-ordinator 
 

 
 
 

The wonderfiul 
Rowing Team - 

Rowers & Support 
Crew! 





The Gift of Giving to those less Fortunate 

 
Scone Films presents, the romantic comedy, CRAZY RICH ASIANS,  PG on Friday 9 November, 
7.30pm at Scone Films’ pop-up cinema, corner of Oxford Road & Cooper Street, Scone. 
 
Rachel Chu is happy to accompany her longtime boyfriend, Nick, to his best friend's wedding in 
Singapore. She's surprised to learn that Nick's family is extremely wealthy and he's considered one 
of the country's most eligible bachelors! Thrust into the spotlight, Rachel must now contend with 
jealous socialites, quirky relatives and something far, far worse -- Nick's disapproving mother. 
 
Tickets are $12.   To be sure of a ticket, purchase in advance from our website or at Hunt a Book, 
Scone.   
Running time is 1hr 50.  Everyone is welcome. Tea & coffee available.   
Details  www.sconefilms.org.au    www.facebook.com/sconefilms  

http://www.sconefilms.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/sconefilms


Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
Term 4  -  Monday 15 October to 

Wednesday 5 December 
 
Week 3 
Friday 2 November 
Primary Band - Concert UHCM 
Colour Your Threads for PosEd Day 
 
Week 4 
Monday 5 November 
Years 7-10 Exams to 9 November 
Tuesday 6 November 
Wednesday 7 November 
Year 11 – Christ Church Cathedral 
HRIS Primary Touch Gala 
Thursday 8 November 
Kinder Dance Classes 
Friday 9 November 
HRIS Secondary Open Touch Gala 
Kinder & Year 1 Athletics Fun Day 
Year 6 Gymnastics 
Sunday 11 November 
SGS Rowing - CDRA Sprint Regatta 
 
Week 5 
Monday 12 November 
Kindergarten 2019 'Morning' Visits + 13 November 
Numeracy and Literacy Test – some Year 10 students 
 + Tuesday and Wednesday, 13 & 14 
Primary Swim & Survive Commences to 23 November 
Tuesday 13 November 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Wednesday 14 November 
Scone Youth Council Members Meeting 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Thursday 15 November 
Year 11 Seminar - Liquor Accord, Muswellbrook HS 
Year 6 Rowing Experience 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Scone Grammar School’s Homegrown Handmade 
Markets 
Friday 16 November 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Year 6 Gymnastics 
 
Week 6 
Monday 19 November 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Tuesday 20 November 
Years 7 – 10 Camps commence to 23 November 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Wednesday 21 November 
Kindergarten 2019 'Afternoon' Visits & 22 November 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Thursday 22 November 
Elevate Year 11 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Friday 23 November 
Years 7 – 10 Campers return 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Year 6 Gymnastics 
 

Canteen Roster    

 

Term 4 Monday 15 October to 
Wednesday 5 December 

 
Week 3 
Friday 2 November 
Jenny Crackett, Emma Ridley, Dordie Dawson 
 
Week 4 
Monday 5 November 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 6 November 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 7 November 
Jenny Crackett, Elizabeth Henderson 
Thursday 8 November 
Fiona Bailey, Acey Firth, Mandy Kennedy 
Friday 9 November 
Fiona Bailey, Sarah Stanford, Lyn Sinclair 
 
Week 5 
Monday 12 November 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 13 November 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 14 November 
Fiona Bailey,     XXXX 
Thursday 15 November 
Jenny Crackett, Bronwyn Redgate,  
Amelia Wilkinson 
Friday 16 November 
Jenny Crackett, Tracy Stewart, Georgie Ryan 
 
Week 6 
Monday 19 November 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 20 November 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 21 November 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 22 November 
Fiona Bailey, Sarah Stanford 
Friday 23 November 
Fiona Bailey, Emma Ridley, Emma Sharpe 
 
XXXX – Helper needed 


