
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
Swim and Survive is well and truly underway and progressing nicely. 
This is a programme that strengthens all students’ safety in and 
around water and has such value for all students. 

Thank you to all those who have contributed to the SGS Homegrown 
and Handmade Markets. This is always a very pleasant evening at 
school and a great fundraiser for the P & F. I would especially like to 
thank the working committee under the leadership of Erryn Day for all 
the hard work and preparation for this special day. 

School life is full and exciting at this final part of the year. It is very 
positive to have so many stories of the approach students are taking 
to the learning experiences that continue, even though examinations 
are finished and the end of the year is approaching. I particularly 

mention Year 8’s approach to their Science work and Year 6’s approach to their writing. Year 11 
are of course into their Year 12 work and continue to prepare for assessments. 

All of Year 7 to Year 10 0 are attending their camps next week from Tuesday until Friday. We wish 
them all the best for a safe and adventurous time. 

Please consider attending the end of year events for school. 

 Tuesday 27 November -The Yellow Cottage Christmas Concert - 5.30pm for a 6.00pm start 

 Friday 30 November - Year 6 Celebration - from 1.45pm at St Luke’s 

 Monday 3 December -  P – 12 Foundation Carols - 6.00pm 

 Tuesday 4 December - Kinder to Year 2 Presentation -  10.00am 

 Wednesday 5 December Year 3  –  Year 12 Speech Day - 9.30am 

Please continue to pray for those who are experiencing difficult times and for rain. 

Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 
 

 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been wonderful to see the enthusiasm of our students at the pool engaging in our Swim and 
Survive programme. I get a sense that the students really understand the importance of why we do the 
programme and this leads to a high level of engagement. I cannot stress enough the importance of 
clearly labelling all clothes, swimmers, towels, etc. We are starting to get a small collection of lost 
property from the pool, all of which is unnamed. Your assistance with this is greatly appreciated. 
 
Throughout the Semester, a number of our students have taken part in a range of different academic 
competitions. I am pleased to share the following results with you. 
In the Maths Olympiad Competition, a select group of Year 5 and 6 students competed to a high standard 
with some outstanding results. Gina Kimpton finished in the Top 10%, Nicholas Gallagher (Top 20%), 
Mitchell Baker (Top 30%), Finn Deasy, Ryan Dowell, Bella Green (Top 40%) and Hannah Glenn, William 
Nugent, Georgina Pratley (Top 50%). 
 
All of Year 5 and 6 took part in the Hunter Region Primary Maths Competition and again, some wonderful 
results were achieved. In Year 5, Lourens Ardesch and Gina Kimpton achieved High Distinctions with 
Distinctions going to Mitchell Baker, Lachie Bennett, Mia Grabham, Violet Dawson, Lachlan Hails, Joshua 
Chopin and Samuel Gillett. In Year 6, Nicholas Gallagher achieved a High Distinction with Distinctions 
going to Finn Deasy, Ryan Dowell, Georgina Pratley, Harry Faulkner, William Nugent, Thomas Burnett, 
Sarah Clark, Ziggi Davis and Harry Goodhew. 
 
These wonderful results indicate an academic strength which compliments the many skills and talents 
that our students possess across numerous areas of school life. Well done to all.  
 
             

‘The noblest art is that of making others happy’ – P.T Barnum 

 

•  Word of the Week – yearn e.g. The sense of yearning was deep  
• ETYMOLOGY: Middle English 
 MEANING: to have an earnest or strong desire 
 
Congratulations to Cooper Day (6 Blue), Alex Bishop (6 Gold), Benjamin Froml (4 Gold) and Gus Malone 
(6 Blue) who are celebrating their birthdays this week. I wish them all the best as they enjoy their special 
day and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week Primary have launched into their Swim and Survive programme with great enthusiasm and, for 
some, bravery! I have heard many stories of students who were nervous as this week started but have 
already grown in their confidence and skills because they were willing to dial up their bravery. Bravery is 
a strength that we are seeking to instil in our students here at Scone Grammar School and we believe it is 
a virtue, with God’s help, we can all develop. ‘Having a go at hard things’ is a brave thing to do.  
 
If bravery is one of your strengths, you are a courageous person who does not shrink from challenge, 
difficulty or discomfort. You speak up for what is right even if there is opposition. You act on your 
convictions. The character strength of bravery falls under the virtue category of courage. Where does 
bravery place in your strengths profile? Find out by clicking on this link and completing the VIA Signature 
Strengths Survey.  
 
Our great God encourages us to be brave. He wants us to be brave. More than that, He also shows us 
how we can tap into our source of strength to be brave. God tells us that those who have a relationship 
with Jesus have access to a supernatural strength that helps us to be, as we discussed from Joshua 1:9, 
‘strong and courageous’. This power source is God’s Holy Spirit. In 2 Timothy 1:7 God says that He will 
give those who know and trust His Son, Jesus, a new Spirit inside. It says: “For the Spirit God gave us 
does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.” 
 
A great point of conversation with your young person this week would be to ask about situations where 
they may have exhibited this character strength; providing encouragement to purposely use it again. 
Students in Year 7 to 10 will have an opportunity to step out of their comfort zones as they head off to 
camps next week.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: 2 Timothy 1:7  
Give thanks for: The gifts, such as bravery, that God has given us; God’s goodness in sending us Jesus, 
the resurrection and the life, so we can have a way to be friends with God; Parents, teachers and 
supporters who truly care for us;  
Pray for:  The continued success of Primary Swim and Survive Programme; Year 7-10 on camps next 
week; End of year event preparations; Families and students who are ill or struggling at the moment:  
your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate Atkinson 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au  
 

https://www.viacharacter.org/survey/account/register
https://www.viacharacter.org/survey/account/register
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+1%253A7
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
While many of us continue to pray for rain, this week a group of Year 10 students, Anna Atkinson, Mr 
Croucher and myself have been grateful for the sunshine and nice weather as we have all been joining 
the Primary School for Swim and Survive. The Year 10 PASS class have been helping staff run groups and 
some are running groups on their own. They have taken this responsibility very seriously and are diligent 
in their organisation and instruction. They are certainly stepping up to show us what the next group of 
senior students can do. 
 
Tuesday, next week sees all the Year 7 to Year 10 students set off for camp. The staff organising camps 
have worked hard to make sure that the four days are packed full of fun, interesting and different 
experiences. I hope everyone has a great time and I’m looking forward to joining two of the groups for 
some of the time during the week. 
 
On Friday afternoon last week the HSC finished and this week has seen many of our Year 12 receive early 
entry offers for universities and colleges. This is a testament to the young people they have become. 
These offers come through many avenues, their academic achievements so far, their citizenship, 
suitability and potential for success beyond the academic world, while some are based on portfolios of 
work that students submitted while still studying at school. Those who have already received these offers 
should be very proud of themselves, I know we are. 
 
Quote of the week 
 

“Leadership is practised not so much in words as in attitude and in actions.”- H.S Geneen  
 
Have a great week! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

The children have been busy preparing for our Market Stall on Thursday. Please don’t forget to visit us 
and buys some of our gorgeous gift tags, Christmas bags and sustainable fruit and vegetable bags.  

 



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Relationships 
 
Connections 
 

Social connectedness is a concept I have written 
about previously; however, it is a part of school 
life that not only forms to building blocks of well-
being but makes for a happy and healthy school 
environment. 
 
I am so lucky to be in an environment where my 
students know when it’s my birthday and go to 
the effort of making a cake! 
 
 
 
Over one in four students, currently experience significant mental health issues growing up. Being 
connected to everyone else 24/7 leaves them with little time to connect with themselves; they don’t do 
solitude well:  
 

• It’s ok to be serious about what they set out to do, but too many students are becoming serious 
about themselves; 

 

• Encourage them to use their strengths to focus on things which make them happy; 
 

• A sure-fire tonic is to create opportunities to look on the bright and light side of life, have fun and 
laugh;  

 

• Humour is a wonderful character strength which boosts positive emotions which nurture feelings of 
optimism and hope for the future.  

 
Everyone has mirror neurons which imitate the expressions and emotions of those around us:  
 

• By being on the lookout for the funny things in life, you can use mirror neurons to benefit you and 
others; 

 

• Releases feel good brain chemicals into the bloodstream. 
 

 “A day without laughter is a day wasted.”  
  
Kat Moore 



Curriculum News 
 

Congratulations to Chloe Green - Winning Secondary School Entry   
Short Story Writing Competition 

- Scone Literary Festival -  
 

 
Congratulations to Year 10 student, Chloe Green on 
her winning Short Story entry - ‘The Storybook Girl’. 
Chloe received her award on the weekend at the 
Bush Poet’s Breakfast which was part of the Scone 
Literary Festival. 
 
The judges feedback on the short piece was as 
follows:- ‘The strength of this is piece is the story 
arc that begins with the thoughts of her mother and 
then ends with the possibility of finding her again – 
or being with her. The movement towards this end 
holds the attention of the reader and is well-
written.’ 
 
This is the second year in a row we have won this 
award, with Kaitland Parker (Year 12, 2017)  
winning the same award last year. 
 
Congratulations Chloe! 
 

 

The Storybook Girl 
 
The young lady places down an old book with a smile. She looks towards an intricately designed  door way etched 
with the words ‘la storia inizia qui’, a line from an old spell her mother would use when she was young. That door 
hadn’t been used since. The young lady smiles at the memories holding the book she was reading tightly as she 
walks her library looking at all the different worlds she could go to. Fingers sliding across the spines in bliss at all the 
different tales, genres, characters, settings, endings. Each book holding a piece of her, some sort of happiness that 
people never understood. 
 
She steps forwards again towards an old book. The word’s ‘Spell Book’ etched in the fraying leather. Power surges 
though her as she flips pages the messy writing of her ancestors, ancient meanings of a lost language. She could 
change the course of any book if she opened that door. She could rule 1000’s of worlds, be the hero in any story, 
dictate her own life in a different world. The pages move swiftly as she prepares herself to choose her new life, a 
piece of paper next to her. 
 
She writes her new name, powers, age and appearance on the paper. Preparing her clothes for the return trip should 
she choose the wrong life, picture in her pocket, spell book, diary with her current life written down. Finally she can 
choose her new life. Book after book she reads the blurb, reads a page “too boring… too dangerous… too safe… way 
too exciting…” the young lady couldn’t pick the right book. 

 
Suddenly she sees one old leather bound book sitting askew beneath the lounge. Walking over slowly, she looks at 
the blurb - a 16 year old commander in a large army meets her brother and they fight against a rival army. It was 
the perfect life drama, romance, action and a family ; everything she missed since her mother stepped through that 
door. 
 
She steps slowly towards the door placing her coat carefully covering her possessions. She opens the spell book and 
places her new appearance on an empty page; lighting a match she begins the process. The smoke bends slightly as 
she moves her future towards the fire, she slips the paper into a small nearly invisible latch on the door. Holding out 
her spell book, she writes in ash the book’s name. Placing it on the cupboard, she begins to recite the spell. 
 
  “Attraverso questa porta inizia la mia storia, 
   Quando dico questo incantesimo, 
   mi metto all'interno del libro in mano 
  Ora inserisco il mio libro!” 
 
She opens the door looking back as she knocks the book off, seeing it slide seamlessly under the lounge. She stops 
looking between the two worlds as realization comes over her. Her mother had really only gone to one place and she 
was following. With a smile she prepares herself to meet her future. She had finally found her mother’s life and she 
wasn’t letting her mother escape her now. She was going home. 



Sport News 
 
Rowing News -  CDRA Sprint Regatta 
 
On Sunday 11 November I took two of our students to race at the Central Districts’ Sprint Regatta which 
was run by the Newcastle Club. The event is held at Carrington, in front of the Newcastle Rowing Club 
so the area is very small. The races are over 400m and there can only be a maximum of three boats in a 
race due to the confined area. It is a well attended Regatta due to the different format and we were 
blessed to have beautiful weather conditions for the day. 
 
For Holly McDonald and Tim Caslick – our Rowing Captains and two of our most experienced rowers, it 
was a great new experience. The racing is short and hard, as competitors need to race at high intensity 
over a short distance which is very physically demanding and requires skill and fitness to succeed. I had 
entered both Holly and Tim in their Under 16 and D Grade single skull and doubles events and Tim also 
raced in the D Grade quad with a Lake Macquarie crew.  
 
I am a member of the Lake Macquarie Rowing Club and through this link we have been able to borrow 
boats and row with some of their younger rowers. Tim regularly races with Ben Roberts in doubles (they 
are both the same age) and they were again successful in winning their event. He also combined with 
Ben and two other boys in a quad which they won their division and were actually the fastest time over 
all D Grade Divisions on the day! Holly raced with a relatively new rower from the club, Charlotte Ferry 
and in their second row together they managed to win their heat to be placed in the final of the Under 
16’s double. A mishap of tipping the boat and falling in before the final left them with a disappointing 
row for the final hit out. 
 
Both Holly and Tim raced strongly in their single skull races and learnt so much on the day. They loved 
the experience and are keen to race again next year at this exciting Regatta. Thanks again to these two 
amazing young people and their parents. It is a pleasure to spend all this time with you and I love 
supporting you in your love of rowing. 
 
Chris Brennan 
Rowing Co-ordinator 



Equestrian News 
 
Five students from our Equestrian Team will be competing at the Calrossy Horse Sports’ Day to be held 
in Tamworth this Friday. We wish Grace Stenhouse, Georgia Maben, Alyson Irwin, Charlotte Clark and 
Charlie Mitchell much success at this event. 
 
I would like to hold a Stockman’s Challenge event next year in Scone. I need parent helpers for this to 
be a success. Please contact me adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au if you would like to be involved. 
 

Anne Davies 
Equestrian Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SGS Musicians 

 

 

End of Term 4 Date Reminder 
 

Confirming the last day of Term 4 (as advised earlier in the year) is 
Wednesday, 5 December and not Wednesday, 12 December as 
showing in the students’ diaries.   

Our SGS Jazz Band providing 
the entertainment at the 

Scone Literary Festival on the 
weekend. 

 
Louisa Wilkinson, Angus 
Stanford, Dan O’Regan, 

James Haydon-Wicks, Angus 
Davidson and Mr Jason 

Buckley. 

This is a photo of SGS Students who were 
fortunate enough to go to a performance on 
Saturday at the Griffith Duncan Theatre, 
Newcastle University.  The presentation of Lord 
of the Rings by the Newcastle Wind Orchestra 
and the National Academy of Dance was part of 
the students reward as a Merit recipient at the 
2017/8 Kia Ora Music Camps. Pictured with the 
students is Ian Cook - who is the Principal 
conductor of the orchestra and a great 
supporter of the Kia Ora music camps

Isabel Jack, Holly McDonald, Emily Turner, 
Bridie O’Neill, Hamish Guiana, Aidan Quinn, Ted 

Saunders 

mailto:adavies@sgs.nsw.edu.au


 
 

 
Meeting Tonight 

Muswellbrook RSL  
7.00pm 

Will you join us? 
 
15 November 2018 
 
 
Dear Parents & Friends of the School, 
 
Your school has provided many entrants into the various Divisions of the Eisteddfod over the years, and 
we thank you for your ongoing support! 
 
As we move into preparations for the 2019 Eisteddfod year we, the Eisteddfod Committee, invite you to 
join us, to boost our numbers in volunteers and vacant spots for Convenors and office holders. 
 
Our policy goal is to have two Convenors in each Division (School Choirs, School Bands, Instrumental, 
Speech, Drama & Public Speaking, Vocal, Piano & Pipe Organ, Dance and Creative Writing).  
 
Will you become part of our Committee? 
 
We will be there with you all the way! 
 
It’s a very self-fulfilling experience to see students and adults perform and to appreciate your 
involvement has been responsible for the success of the Eisteddfod and the contentment of both 
competitors and audiences alike. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to our AGM on Thursday, 15th November at 7.00 pm at 
the Muswellbrook RSL Club.  Come and experience! 
 
The more offers of help we have the lighter the load!  
 
We would love to hear from you!  If you would like to have a chat, please don’t hesitate to contact me 
as below.   
 
Kind regards 
Graham Turvey 
Vice President 
0434 986 006 
gturvey@aapt.net.au 





Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Monday 15 October to Wednesday 
5 December 

 
Week 5 
Friday 16 November 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Year 6 Gymnastics 
Calrossy Inter School Horse Sports 
Extn 2 English - Study Day 
 
Week 6 
Monday 19 November 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Tuesday 20 November 
Years 7 – 10 Camps commence to 23 November 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Wednesday 21 November 
Kindergarten 2019 'Afternoon' Visits & 22 November 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Thursday 22 November 
Elevate Year 11 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Friday 23 November 
Years 7 – 10 Campers return 
Primary Swim & Survive 
Year 6 Gymnastics 
 
Sunday 25 November 
SGS Rowing - NGS Regatta 
 
Week 7 
Monday 26 November 
Teen Mental Health First Aid Course Year 10 
 Plus 27 & 28 November 
Tuesday 27 November 
Surf Safe Years 5 & 6, Stockton Beach 
TYC End of Year Celebrations 
Wednesday 28 November 
Year 8 Gymnastics at Glendale 
Surf Safe Years 3 & 4 at Stockton Beach 
Year 1 Snugglepot & Cuddlepie 
Upper Youth Council Meeting 
School Council Meeting 
Secondary School Social 
Thursday 29 November 
Year 7 Gymnastics at Glendale 
Years 9 & 10 History Excursion 
Friday 30 November 
Commerce Market Day - Secondary Years 9 & 10 
Year 6 Farewell Chapel 
 
Week 8 
Monday 3 December 
Foundation Carols & Sausage Sizzle 
Tuesday 4 December 
Prize Giving Kinder to Year 2 
Wednesday 5 December 
Prize Giving Year 3 to Year 12 
 

Term 4 Ends 

 

Canteen Roster    

 
Monday 15 October to Wednesday 

5 December 
 
Week 5 
Friday 16 November 
Jenny Crackett, Tracy Stewart, Georgie Ryan 
 
Week 6 
Monday 19 November 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 20 November 
Jenny Crackett 
Wednesday 21 November 
Jenny Crackett, Lyn Sinclair 
Thursday 22 November 
Fiona Bailey, Sarah Stanford 
Friday 23 November 
Fiona Bailey, Emma Sharpe,  XXXX 
 
Week 7 
Monday 26 November 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 27 November 
Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 28 November 
Fiona Bailey, Timea Brayley 
Thursday 29 November 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart,  
Charlotte Parry-Okeden 
Friday 30 November 
Jenny Crackett, Jane Watson XXXX 
 
Week 8 
Monday 3 December 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 4 December 
Jenny Crackett, Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 5 December - Canteen Closed 
 
 
 

XXXX – Helper needed 


