
Dear Parents and Friends of SGS, 
Can you believe that we are at the end of the 2018 academic year? I 
certainly can’t but am thankful for the wonderful, positive year that we 
have had. I would like to thank all members of our School Community 
for their contribution, especially the students for their commitment to 
their learning and their growth across the year. Thank you to the staff 
for their enless commitment to see students flourish and offer the best 
for each and every student and thankyou to the wider school 
community of parents and friends for your support. It has been the 
donut year of looking for the positive in so many ways. 

It is with great pleasure I announce Mr Damien Saunders has been 
offered and has accepted the Head of Primary position commencing in 
2019. 

We are so thankful to God for the rain that fell this week across our region and continue to pray 
for more to enable the re-establishment of good pasture and water to support our regions 
Agriculture. 

I look forward to sharing in the end of year celebrations with everyone over the coming week and 
wish everyone a safe and wonderful Christmas. Remember Jesus is the reason for the season!  

Paul Smart 
PRINCIPAL 



From the Burrow - Primary News with Mr Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we enter the festive season, it’s easy for the focus to be all about what we find under the Christmas 
Tree on Christmas morning. The story of Christmas is certainly not lost on our students, they understand 
what it’s all about. These conversations are also quite powerful when had at home.  
 
I would also like to really push the message home about it being a wonderful opportunity to give. There 
is certainly more self-satisfaction in knowing that your act of kindness and giving has had a positive 
impact on somebody else. In an ideal world, the act of giving would be second nature. All we can do is 
plant the seed with our children and show them, through example, how powerful the art of giving can be. 
Our Year 3 students have taken this on board and have made gifts for those who are currently in 
hospital, including gifts for children who will spend their Christmas in hospital. We also had the wonderful 
response to the Operation Christmas Child collection and the masses of food items donated for our recent 
Primary disco on the deck. This makes me incredibly proud. 
 
I would like to thank you for your support this year. Our School Community is something that is created 
from the drive and commitment from many. From the students and staff, through to the parents, we’ve 
got it in spades. Thank you. It’s been fun! 
 
I would like to finish up by wishing you all a safe and Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity to reflect and celebrate the successes of the year just gone and look forward, with 
optimism, to what I’m sure will be an amazing 2019. 
                    
 
 
  “Be cheerful, it’s contagious!’ – Unknown 

 
 
Word of the Week: Pollyanna –e.g. Only time will tell if I rub off on him at all with my Pollyanna ways, 
but I'm putting my money on good over bad! 
ETYMOLOGY: from the name of the child heroine created by Eleanor Porter (1868–1920), American writer 
MEANING: an excessively or blindly optimistic person. 
 
 
Congratulations to Ruby Stephens (1 Blue), Claudia Bell (5 Blue), Will Nugent (6 Gold), Sara Baber (2 
Gold), Angus Beard (6 Blue), Isabel Jack (6 Gold), Bree Wilcher (5 Gold), Millie Magnier (2 Gold), Eva 
Holden (6 Gold), Amelia Beard (2 Gold), Artie Hinds (2 Blue), Thomas Adams (1 Blue), Lucy Saunders (3 
Blue), Callum Doherty (4 Blue), Sarah Esdaile (K Gold), John Messara (K Gold), Ava Hatherly (4 Gold), 
Annie Bush (K Blue), Jack Joyce (1 Gold), Ella Manwarring (5 Gold), Lizzy Ray (5 Blue), Charlie Henderson 
(K Blue), Charlotte Clark (5 Blue), Noah Gillett (5 Blue), Clare Wilkinson (5 Gold), Issy Bassingthwaite (1 
Gold), Ryan Dowell (6 Gold) and Will Gough (6 Blue) who are celebrating birthdays before New Year. I 
wish them all the best as they enjoy their special day and share the time with family and friends. 



From the Dean of Students P-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE WARMLY INVITE YOU TO OUR SGS CAROLS SERVICE AT 6PM ON 
MONDAY 3rd DECEMBER 

 
When it comes to considering the central meaning of Christmas, perhaps no one says it better than Helen 
Steiner Rice, who writes… 
 
Christmas is a season for joy and merrymaking, 
A time for gifts and presents, for giving and taking; 
A festive, friendly, happy time when everyone is gay; 
And cheer, good will and laughter are part of Christmas Day. 
 
For God wants us to be happy on the birthday of His Son, 
And that is why this season is such a joyous one. 
For long ago the angels rejoiced at Bethlehem; 
And so down through the ages We have followed after them. 
 
But in our celebrations of merriment and mirth, 
Let's not forget the miracle of the Holy Christ Child's birth. 
For in our gay festivities it is easy to lose sight 
Of the Baby in the manger and that Holy silent night. 
 
For Christmas in this modern world is a very different scene, 
From the stable and the Christ child So peaceful and serene. 
For now we think of Christmas as glittering gifts and such, 
Things for eager eyes to see and reaching hands to touch. 
 
But we miss the mighty meaning and we lose the greater glory, 
Of the Holy Little Christ Child and the Blessed Christmas Story. 
If we don't keep Christ in Christmas and make His love a part, 
Of all the joy and happiness that fill our home and heart. 
 
For without the Holy Christ Child what is Christmas but a day, 
That is filled with empty pleasures that will only pass away. 
But by keeping Christ in Christmas we are helping to fulfil, 
The glad tidings of the angels ... peace on earth to men, good will. 
And the Father up in heaven looking down on earth, will say ... 
You have kept Christ in your Christmas, now I'll keep you all the way! 
 
How might you be able to keep Christ in Christmas this year? My tip… it starts in our own hearts.  
 
In Prayer this week:  
Reflect on: Matthew 1:18-23 
Give thanks for: God’s generosity; For the gift of relationships; parents, teachers and supporters who 
truly care for us.  
Pray for: End of year events (Year 6 celebration chapel and evening, Carols, Speech and Prize Giving 
Days); Gods continued blessing, wisdom and energy; For families and students who are ill or struggling at 
the moment; For your son or daughter’s teacher/s!  
 
Rev’d Nate 
natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au   

http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/Matthew+1%3A18-23+/
mailto:natkinson@sgs.nsw.edu.au


Head of Secondary 
 
I have had several conversations in the last month with students about attendance and on Monday 
afternoon a parent gave me the table below, which was given out by another school at a recent 
orientation day. The table highlighted for me, and I hope for students and families, the effect of days 
away from school. I have talked at length with students who are regularly absent, and no form of logical 
argument has had much affect, so now as a Maths teacher, I am going to rely on the numbers. 
 
  

 
 

This is my last newsletter for the year and I want to thank all of those who have helped make this year 
successful for the secondary students. I would also like to congratulate the secondary students on some 
wonderful achievements this year; I will not even attempt to list them as I will forget someone. Last week 
was a highlight for our 7-10 students and the photos on the Facebook page certainly show the enjoyment 
of camp. I had the privilege of attending the Year 7 and Year 8 camps, and certainly enjoyed the beach 
camps, snorkelling and swimming, together with some free time activities. While the students were tired 
by Thursday night, they all assured me it was a great camp. 
 
The nicest part of my week was, however, stopping for coffee at the Surf Shop near Camp Toukley, not 
because the coffee was great, which it was, but because I met the mum of one of the surf instructors 
together with a young surf instructor. Both women commented positively on how polite, respectful and 
delightful our students were.  
 
So, my biggest thanks this year goes to the students who represent us so well every time they leave the 
School gates. 
 
Have a happy holiday and I look forward to seeing everyone back in 2019 ready for another fantastic 
year. 
 
Quote of the week 

“Success is where preparation and opportunity meet.” – Bobby Unser 
 

Have a great holiday! 
 
Mrs Deanna Hollis 
dhollis@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 
 

When your 
child misses 

just 

that equals per 
year 

and therefore 
from Kindy to 

Year 6 

and therefore 
from Kindy to 
Year 12 that is 

Your child has 
missed 

1 day each  
fortnight 

20 days per 
year 

9 months of 
school 

1.5 years of 
school 

260 days 

1 hour per day 40 days per 
year 

1.25 years of 
school 

 Over 2.5 years 
of school 

520 days 

1 day per week 40 days per 
year 

1.25 years of 
school 

Over 2.5 years 
of school 

520 days 

2 days per 
week 

80 days per 
year 

2.5 years of 
school 

Over 5 years of 
school 

1040 days 

3 days per 
week 

120 days per 
year 

4 years of 
school 

Almost 8 years 
of school 

1560 days 



Tales from The Yellow Cottage 
 

Tuesday night was a wonderful celebration. It showcased our children as flourishing individuals. We 
saw so many strengths on display from the children including zest, love of learning, teamwork, 
bravery, leadership, creativity, love, gratitude and hope. It showcased how important Positive 
Education and Wellbeing is as a part of preschool.  
 
Thank you families for sharing this journey and supporting our celebration last night.  



News from the School Counsellor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take a Break 
 
Holidays! 

 
Holidays are wonderful times for students to relax and enjoy with their families and friends. After all, they 
are sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews and grandchildren well before they are students.  
 
For all students, holidays are also an excellent opportunity to read, exercise more and pursue their 
hobbies, holidays are not a time to laze around glued to electronic devices and watching videos all day. 
 
Get active, out and about enjoying Mother Nature’s beauty! 
 
Cultivating reflective habits in students’ thinking will:  
 

• Enable them to self-assess on their efforts and then set self-expectations; growth mindsets; 

• Build their self-awareness and internal control; 

• Being able to do these things creates positive feelings in them to do proactive things, as a 
consequence, they will thrive and flourish. 

 
 To cultivate these reflective dispositions, we need to provide regular opportunities for students to:  

 

• Self-assess on their progress; 

• Create self-expectations;  
 
This enables them to do the right thing and do the thing right. 

 
The holidays are times to reward themselves for good efforts and celebrate their and others’ successes. 
 
“Every day is a wonderful opportunity to love, to learn, to laugh, to care and celebrate the joy 

of life.” 
 

Kat Moore 
kmoore@sgs.nsw.edu.au 
 

 



Congratulations Garth! 
 
Garth Hutchinson, our friendly maintenance assistant, received an award this 
week for 35 years with Challenge Community Enterprises.  This is a great 
effort and we would like to congratulate Garth on his award. Go Garth!

UNIFORM SHOP HOLIDAY OPENING TIMES 
 

- Appointments Only -  
 

•  7th December 2018 

•  14th December 2018 

•  15th January 2019 

• 16th January 2019 
 
 

All Secondary Blazers need to be ordered by Friday 14 
December, to arrive in time for Term 2. Those needing a 
Secondary blazer fitting will need to have it done by this date.  

 
Appointments can be made with Belinda online at 

www.sgs.nsw.edu.au/enrolment/uniforms 
 

Re- Opening on 22nd and 23rd January from: 8.00am -
11.00am & 2.00pm - 5.00pm both days, for all students 

 
 

Please note: If parents are away on the above dates or late 
newcomers, please email Belinda Dunn bdunn@sgs.nsw.edu.au and 

she will arrange a suitable time to meet.  

Scone Films Presents: Friday 30 November –  the romantic comedy, JULIET, NAKED,  M. 
 
Based on the hit novel by best-selling author Nick Hornby, Juliet, Naked is a comic account of 
life’s second chances.  Starring Rose Byrne, Chris O’Dowd and Ethan Hawke. 
 
Scone Films’ pop-up cinema, corner of Oxford Road & Cooper Street, Scone.  Tickets are $12.  To 
be sure of a ticket, purchase in advance from our website or at Hunt a Book, Scone.  Running time 
is 1hr 37.  Everyone is welcome.  
 
Wine and Christmas nibbles $5.  Tea & coffee available 
 
 

http://www.sgs.nsw.edu.au/enrolment/uniforms


Sport News 
 
Newcastle Grammar School Regatta  
 
On Sunday, 25 November our rowers competed at the Newcastle Grammar School’s Regatta at Berry 
Park, Morpeth.  
 
This is a big regatta on our calendar and one that is well-attended particularly by the newer rowers from 
HVGS and NGS.  This competition is encouraging for us as a number of our rowers are new to the sport 
this year and it lets them get a better indication of how they are progressing.  
 
After the windy conditions of the days preceding the Regatta it was a bit touch and go as to whether the 
regatta would go ahead but the day started out with calm water and it was only during the day that the 
weather deteriorated and it became very challenging. 
 
Twelve of our fourteen rowers attended the Regatta with again great support from their parents.  
 
Highlights for the day were: 

• Harry O’Neil and Angus Davidson coming 3rd in their third Double Scull Race. 

• The Under 16’s Girls’ Quad including Holly McDonald, Rory Manwarring, Edwina Irving, Charlotte 
Chopin coxed by Angus placing a close 3rd in their Division. 

• Edwina Irwin competing in her first Single Scull Race in tough conditions and placing 3rd. 

• Grace Saunders and Annabel Tydd competing in their first Double Scull Race. 

• Edwina Irwin and Charlotte Chopin competing in their first Double Scull Race. 

• Holly McDonald and Rory Manwarring continuing to provide formidable competition against those 
in their races. 

• Harry and Patrick improving their technique. 
 

The last races of the day saw competition abandoned for a couple of the junior races. Our young Under 
15’s Girls’ Quad consisting of Grace, Annabel, Georgie McRae, Amory Manwarring coxed by Harry really 
struggled in the atrocious conditions. To their credit they were able overcome the rough water to get 
back from the race starting area to the finish bank to safety but it was a learning experience for them on 
the hazards of rowing competition. 
 
Next Saturday the crews will travel to the Olympic Rowing Course at Penrith to compete in the NSW 
Reindeer Regatta. This will be a great experience for our rowers and also give them a bit of fun by 
decorating the boats and themselves in Christmas attire. 
 
Chris Brennan 
Rowing Coordinator 
 
 

 



 

From the Canteen 
 

 
 
29 November, 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Let us introduce ourselves – Jenny Crackett and Fiona Bailey.  We are the School Canteen  
Co-Ordinators.  
 
As with all school canteens, it relies heavily on volunteers for it to run efficiently and the more people 
involved the less demands are placed on our wonderful parent volunteers who already give so 
generously of their time. 
 
We would love to welcome you to our friendly Canteen where you’re rostered day would begin at 
9.30am and finish at 2.00pm.  We promise you pleasant surroundings, great company, delicious food 
and the opportunity to create! - and only once or twice a term is all we ask! 
 
We will be planning our Term 1 Roster for 2019 shortly and we invite you to join our Volunteers’ Team 
by completing the tear off slip below and returning it to the School Office at your earliest convenience. 
 
We look forward to working with you. 
 
Regards 
Fiona Bailey & Jenny Crackett 
 
Attention: Canteen Co-Ordinators 
 
I, __________________________________ would be happy to join the Canteen Volunteers’ Team. 
 
My Contact no/s. ________________________ 
 
 ________________________ 
 
Days available: Mon Tues Wed Thurs     Fri (please circle) 
 

  Once a Term   Twice a Term 
      (please circle) 

 
I give permission for my Contact no/s to go on to the Volunteers’ Contact List: 

 
Yes / No  (please circle)







Combined Calendar of December 2018 events in the Scone and Murrurundi Parish-
es.  

Date Scone Anglican Parish Murrurundi Parish 
Scone Grammar 
School  

Saturday 1st 
Blue Christmas 6pm fol-
lowed by supper  

Visit from Nelson's Bay 
Parish    

Sunday 2nd 

9am St Luke's Eucharist,                
11.15am Gundy,        3pm 
Moonan                                   
5pm Sunday@5 

Advent Lesson and Carols 
5.30pm    

Monday 3rd   Murravale Service 10am 
Carols Service fol-
lowed by BBQ  

Tuesday 4th     
Infants School 
Presentation Day  

Wednesday 5th     
School Presentation 
Day  

Thursday 6th     
School breaks up for 
2018  

Friday 7th        

Saturday 8th   
Community Carols 
Murrurundi School  

Sunday 9th Decem-
ber 6pm Scone 

Community Carols 
Strathearn Village. 

 

Sunday 9th 9am St Luke's Eucharist,                9am Eucharist  

Monday 10th   Murravale Service 10am  

Tuesday 11th      

Wednesday 12th        

Thursday 13th     
Last day for The 
Yellow Cottage  

Friday 14th        

Saturday 15th        

Sunday 16th 

9am Eucharist                                 
5pm Sunday@ 5        Les-
sons and Carols - Gundy 
5.30pm 

9am Eucharist      Blue 
Christmas Service 5.30pm 

We hope to see you 
at a Service during 

December.  

 

Monday 17th   Murravale Service 10am  

Tuesday 18th      

Wedensday 19th       

Thursday 20th       

Friday 21st 
Strathearn Christmas  Eu-
charist   

The Anglican Parish-
es of Murrurundi 

and Scone wish you 
are Happy and Holy 

Christmas and a 
safe holiday Season. 

 

Saturday 22nd      

Sunday 23rd 
9am Eucharist                 
5pm Sunday@five 9am Eucharist  

Monday 24th 

5.30pm Families@ Christ-
mas                                        
7.30pm Family Eucharist  
11pm Midnight Mass 7.30pm Eucharist  

Tuesday 25th 
8am Christmas Day Eucha-
rist 

9am Eucharist  Noon 
Christmas Day Lunch   

Wednesday 26th       

Thursday 27th     
For more information 
please call  

Friday 28th     
Scone Grammar School 02 
65453131 

Saturday 29th     
Scone Parish 02 
65453396  

Sunday 30th 
9am Eucharist       one ser-
vice only 9am Eucharist 

Murrurundi Parish 
02 65466157  

Monday 31st       

     



Community Notices & News 
 

For Your Diary 
 

Term 4  -  Monday 15 October to 
Wednesday 5 December 

 
 
Week 7 
Thursday 29 November 
Year 7 Gymnastics at Glendale 
Years 9 & 10 History Excursion 
Friday 30 November 
Commerce Market Day - Secondary  
Years 9 & 10 
Year 6 Farewell Chapel and Dinner 
 
Saturday 1 December 
Rowing NSW Reindeer Regatta, Penrith 
 
Week 8 
Monday 3 December 
Foundation Carols & Sausage Sizzle at 6.00pm 
Tuesday 4 December 
Kinder to Year 2 Presentation at 10.00am 
Wednesday 5 December 
Speech Day Year 3 to Year 12 at 9.30am 
 

Term 4 Ends 
 
 

Canteen Roster    

 

Term 4  Monday 15 October to 
Wednesday 5 December 

 
 
Week 7 
Thursday 29 November 
Jenny Crackett, Tania Dart,  
Charlotte Parry-Okeden 
Friday 30 November 
Jenny Crackett, Jane Watson  XXXX 
 
Week 8 
Monday 3 December 
Jenny Crackett 
Tuesday 4 December 
Jenny Crackett, Fiona Bailey 
Wednesday 5 December  
- Canteen Closed 
 
 
 

XXXX – Helper needed 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To our wonderful volunteers during 2018!   
We have loved having you on our Canteen 
Team and look forward to you joining us 

in 2019. 
 

Our best wishes to you and your family 
for the Festive Season! 

 
Jenny & Fiona 

 

http://www.ministrybestpractices.com/2014/09/9-not-to-be-missed-steps-to-powerful.html#comment-form

